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OR!GI)7At.. 
PareBtB attd Sabbath School ^eachen. 

We have deceived aa excellent Sabbath 
Behooi Repott, from the pen of Br. Cha.rL£s 
^RjLcy, the indefatigable Superintendent of 
the UniveiB^kt Sabbath School in Norwich, 
Conn. We take the liberty of making ike fol- 
lowing exttaot therefrdm, comraending it to 
the attention of parents and teachers. 

*' The Sabbath School can exert but little 
influence, if the parental neglect their dutj. 
iHere may be, yes here is an evil to fee shumted^ 
Some may think that the instructions of the 
teacher supplies thq place of the instruction of 
the fireside. But so fat from releawng the J»ap. 
irent from this duty,' it should awaken and in- 
creaee their labors. The teacher, if the most 
faithful, can only give a few suggestions of 
truth ancL duty, and these ate to be* kept alive 
and practically illustrated at home. Ex>w can 
the influences and instfuctions «f one hour in 
^ach week be expected to govern a child, when 
the remainder of the time is exerting a con- 
trary power? How ican the request Of the 
teacher for punctuality and a^good lesson be 
'answered, if the parent knows not, from one 
Sabbath to another, whether the child has a 
lesson to learn or not, and leaves it to go to. 



the fichx)ol as t>ften and as punctually as H 
pleases! How can a continued reverent^ be 
taught by the most faithful teacher, if the pa>* 
rent's roice and example labor not for the 
same object? There is a criminal negligvnee 
here : instead of leading ki, ehcouilaging and 
sustaining the instructions of the Sabbath by 
the labors of the lireside, it is in too many iit^ 
stances wholly left to the teacher, who, how- 
ever faithful, can exert but little power atone. 
Is it not because so few are engaged in the 
constant moral and religious instruction of 
these children at home, that matiy feel so littte 
interest in the instruction of the Sabbath, and 
that «o few are frequent visiters in the school. 
If there* be neglect here, it sliould be replaced 
by viffilance. Nothing calls more loudly upon 
the Oiristian, and especially the Christiati pa^ 
rent, than the- education of the hieart, to learn 
it to love aright— to worship with simplicity — 
to act with sincerity and truth from the highest 
of all motives, and with the deepest of all emo- 
tioi». Who caan tell, or rather who cannot 
tell, how much the habits and precepts of childi 
hood govern with the might of a tyrant thif 
M hole life ? Who does not know the strength 
of those bands which are fastened upon tbo 
heart of the child, which grow as it grows, 
and become utmost a part of its existence. 
And yet how much we all neglect these things, 
and with our sincere ptefessions of love for 
these ohiMre^, we thoughtlessly leave them 
among many dangers wi& scarce a guide for 
their feet, but such as may chance to come in 
their way. t)o you wish your child to become 
a devout Christian, possessed of Christ's cheer- 
ful humility, then you must be so ; you must 
teach it to pray by your own labors and holy 
examples. Can there be a more beautiful sight 
than a little company oi brothers and sisters 
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gatheiing at evening around their mother, to 
receive her instruction, to repeat the evening 
prayer, and become acquainted with God, 
Who' cannot appreciate the holy influence of 
such a service 1 and yet how is its performance 
neglected 1 The child who is prepared by such 
instruction goes forth into the world armed al- 
most invincibly against the temptations to un- 
belief and sin which so thickly abound. 

How many great and good men look back to 
the hours of a mother's counseling as the most 
valuably in their lives, and will point to the im- 
pressions then made as the governing influences 
through life. Says John Randolph, *' /should 
have been a French infidel, if my mother had 
not taught me to say, * our Father who art in 
heaven.' " By this one expression may be 
awakened aspirations which can never be sa- 
tisfied with an unbelief which sweeps away aH 
worship—all trust and humility. The name of 
Washington has been mentioned ; and where 
was the most power exetted to make him what 
he was? It was in his early home ! Where did 
he learn those exalted lessons of virtue, of 
generosity, of truth, of reverence, of freedom 
aad of piety? It was by his mother's side, and 
from his mother's lips ! while his soul was alive 
to receive truth, in those young days when his 
heart was so ready to receive impiessions. 
May you all study and follow such examples, 
and learn of such parents as was '* Mary, the 
mother of Washington." 

Christian Friends i may we not hope and 
expect a more general interest manifested in 
the afl&irs of the Sabbath School? WiD not 
the parents and all its Mends accept an invita- 
tion to visit it often, and become more interest- 
ed in its objects? Let them remember that, 
wititiout their aid, we can exert but little power. 
The parents' example, whether good or bad, is 
received as authority by every child, and al- 
most vain will our admonitions be where there 
is no response from the fireside. In behalf of 
the teachers I will invite you all to visit the 
school more frequently, to point out evils in it, 
to suggest improvements, to encourage us, and 
to show your children that you love the Sab- 
bath School, and are desirous that they become 
ornaments to it, faithful in their lessons, and 
obedient to their teachers. 

The teachers of our school deserve to be 
mentioned in terms of praise ; and in behalf of 
your pastor, of your late superintendent, and 
of the parents of your scholars, 1 would earn- 
estiy and sincerely thank you for all your la- 
bors. An aged father in our ministry remarked, 
not long since, that it appeared to him that 
Sabbath School teachers, in their labors, fol- 
lowed more nearly the example of him who 
went about doing good, than any other class 
among us. Said he, ^^we ministers are well 
paid for our labors ; but these teachers labor 



from Sabbath to Sabbath, often under discou' 
raging circumstances, faithfully, in all weather, 
" without money and without price." But if 
you have not a worldly reward you have one 
more valuable, more enduring, and better 
adapted to our present happiness. We cannot 
perform any duty without becoming blessed — 
God's recompense of joy is as certain as the 
laws of his universe. 

But I fear we do not fully feel the value of 
our labors, or the responsibility of our duties. 
We do not look suflSciently into the future life 
of these children, and see there the influence of 
our labors, precepts, and examples. We do 
not realize that even one act or one earnest pre- 
cept of ours may exert a power to govern the 
whole life of these children. Then let me 
earnestly enjoin it upon you to prepare for your 
work ; come mto the Sabbath School laden 
with true knowledge, and hearts fnll of love- 
come with your hearts hallowed, with your af- 
fections puri£ed, your trust in God, and your 
hope in Christ. Come with his spirit— come 
with the love of God in your hearts sufl^cient for 
all mankind ; come hnmbly, receiving instruc- 
tion while you impart it. Oh I let us all lay 
down our own will, and become subject to 
Christ, following in all things his holy instruc- 
tion, giving up all our own sufficiency, let u« 
rest in his love, communing with his spirit and 
enjoying his salvation. And let us remember 
that we labor to excite religious emotions in 
our scholars ; it is not sufficient that a certain 
number of qiiestions are answered with exact 
truth, but that they be made better and hap- 
pier — more strongly fortified against sin and 
error, more obedient, loving and joyful. 

An eloquent writer says, ** The great end 
of religious instruction, whether in the Sunday 
School or family is not to stamp our minds ir- 
resistably on the young, but to stir up their 
own ; not to make them see with our eyes, 
but to look enquiringly and steadily with their 
own : not to give them a definite amount of 
knowledge, but to mspire a fervent love of 
truth ; not to form an outward regularity, but 
to touch inward springs ; not to burden the 
memory, but to quicken* and strengthen the 
power of thought ; not to bind them by irradi- 
cable prejudices to our psrticular sect, or pecu- 
liar notions, but to prepare them for impartial 
and conscious judging of whatever subjects 
may, in the course of God's providence, be of- 
fered to their decision ; not to impose religion 
upon them in a form of arbitrary rules, which 
rest on no formation but our own word and 
will, but to awaken the conscience, the moral 
discernment, so that they may discover and ap- / 
prove foi themstlves what is everlastingly right 
and good ; not to tell them that God is good, 
but to help them to see and feel his love in all 
that he does within and around him ; i^ot to 
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tell them of the dignity of Christ, but to open 
their inward eye to the beauty and greatness 
of his character, and to kindle aspirations after 
a kindred virtue. In a word, the great object 
. of all schools is to awaken intellectual and 
moral life in the child. Hitherto, most reli- 
gions and governments have been very much 
like contrivances for extinguishing life in the 
human soul. Thanks to Gud, we live to &fee the 
dawning of a better day." 

And it is for us who see the davening of a 
better day to assist the rays of the sun of righ- 
teousness to penetrate every benighted mind, 
every cold or hardened heart. He that looks 
into the future with the light and working of 
Christian faith, and love in his soul, cannot 
fail to see those powers working the redemp- 
tion of the world ; we look forward to a bright- 
er era in the affairs of men, and are we to be 
humble instruments in God's hands to effect 
some part of this work of humbling and exal- 
tation? If so, let us be active, let us be 
strengthened by each other's prayers — encou- 
raged by each other's sympathies — warmed by 
each other's love. Let as be Christians, and 
let us walk faithfully and with joy among the 
bright thoughts that a Saviour hath given us. 
Oh, let us look and labor for moral redemption, 
and moral freedom ; look around us upon the 
workings of mind and be encouraged, and in 
the future see the light of Christianity bursting 
on the world. 

** The daynspring see ! 'tie bright'ning in the hea- 
vens ! 
The watchmen of the night have caught the signs 
From tower to tower — the signal fires flash free ; 
And the deep watchword, like the rush of seas 
That heralds the volcano's bursting flame 
Is sounding o'er the earth ! Bright years of hope 
And life are on the wing ! Yon glorious bow 
Of Freedom, bended by the hand of God, 
Its spanning turns dark surges. Its high arch 
A type of love and mercy on the cloud, 
Tells that the many storms of human life 
Will pass in silence ; and the sinking waves, 
Gathering the forms of Glory and of Peace, 
Reflect the undimmed brightness of the heavens." 



Mount SiDBi. 

At eight o'clock I was breakfasting ; the Su- 
perior was again at my side, offering all that 
the convent could give, and urging me to stay 
a month, a fortnight, a week, at least to spend 
that day with him, and repose myself after the 
fatigue of my journey ; but Irom the door of 
the little room in which I sat I saw the holy 
mountain, and I longed to stand on its lofty 
summit. Though feeble and far from well, I 



felt the blood of health again coursing in my 
veins, and congratulated myself that I was not 
so hackneyed in feeling as I had once supposed. 
I found, and was happy to find, for the pros- 
pective enjoyment of my further journey, that 
the first tangible monument in the history of the 
Bible, the first spot that could be called holy 
ground, raised in me feelings that had not been 
awakened by the most classic ground of Italy 
and Greece, or the proudest monuments of the 
arts in Egypt. 

Continuing our ascent, the old monk still 
leading the way, in about a quarter of an hour 
we came to the table of rock standing boldly 
out, and running down almost perpendicularly, 
an immense distance to the valley. I was ex- 
pecting another monkish legend, and my heart 
thrilled when the monk told me this was the 
top of the hill on which Moses had sat during 
the battle of the Israelites and the Amalekites, 
while Aaron and Hur supported on each side 
his uplifted hands, until the sun went down 
upon the victorious arms of his people. From 
the height I could see, clearly and distinctly, 
every part of the battle ground, and the whole 
vale of Rephidim and the mountains beyond ; 
and Moses, while on this spot, must have been 
visible to the contending armies from every part 
of the field on which they were engaged. 

I stand on the very brink of Smai — where 
Moses stood when he talked with the Almigh- 
ty. — Can it be, or is it a mere, dream? Can 
this naked rock have been the witness of that 
great interview between man and his Maker ! 
where, amid thunder and lightning, and a fear- 
ful quaking of mountains, the Almighty ffave 
to his chosen people, the precious tables of his 
law — those rules of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness which, to this day, best teach man his 
duty towards his God, his neighbor, and him- 
self? 

The scenes of many of the incidents record- 
ed in the Bible are extremely unceitain. His- 
torians and geographers place the garden of 
Eden, the paradise of our first parents, in dif- 
ferent parts of Asia ; and they do not agree 
upon the site of the tower of Babel, the moun- 
tains of Ararat, and many of the most interest- 
ing places in the Holy Land ; but of Sinai there 
is no doubt. This is the Holy mountain ; and 
among all the stupendous works of Nature, not 
a place can be selected better fitted for the ex- 
hibition of Almighty power. I have stood 
upon the summit of the giant Etna, and looked 
over the clouds floating beneath it ; upon the 
bold scenery of Sicily, and the distant moun- 
tains of Calabria ; upon the top of Vesuvius, 
and looked down upon the waves of lava, and 
the ruined and half covered cities at its foot ; 
but they are nothing compared with the terrific 
solitude and black majesty of Sinai. An o^ 
serving traveller has well called it * a perfect 
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sea of desolation.' Not a tree nor a shrub, or 
a blade of ^ass, is to be seen upon the bare 
and nigged sides of innumerable monntains, 
heaving their naked summits to the skies, while 
the crumbling masses of granite all around, 
and the distant view of the Scyteian desert, 
with its boundless waste of sands, form th« 
wildest and most dreary, the most terrific and 
desolate picture that imagination can conceive. 
The level surface of the very top or pinna- 
cle is about sixteen feet 8quart3. At one end 
is a single rock about twenty feet high, on 
which, as said the monk, the spirit of (rod de- 
scended, while in ' the crevice beneath his fa- 
vorite servant received the tables of the law. 
There on the same spot where they were given, 
I opened the sacred book in which those laws 
are recorded, and read them with a deeper 
feeling of devotion, as if I were standing nearer^ 
and receiving them more directly from the Deity 
himself. 



From tlm New Yodc Observer. 
Beantiliil IncMent* 



Exposition. 

** Else what shaS they doy which are baptized 
f(yr the dead, if the dead rise not at aU f Why 
are they baptized for the dead? 1st Cor. rr r 21^.'^ 

There is a difficulty with many in understsind- 
ing the meaning of the apostle in this passage* 
And this is owing, probably, to the fact that 
most people always associate the idea of wa- 
ter baptism with the word baptize. We think 
the apostle had no allusion to the common or- 
dinance of baptism, as now administered in our 
churches. He properly used it in the same 
sense, in which it is used by our Savior in Matt, 
XX,: S2 — 23, — *Are ye able to drink of the cup 
that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with 
the baptism that 1 am baptized with ? *— Our 
Savior is here understood, by all writers upon 
the Scriptures, to refer to his death ; he calls 
the ignominious death which he was to suffer, 
a baptism. The apostle, probably having the 
language of the Lord in mind, uses the word 
in the same sense. The following, we believe 
to be a correct paraphrase of the text. * Else 
what shall they do who have suffered martyr- 
dom for the Gospel of Christ, if there is to be 
no resurrection of the dead ? ' This view is 
strengthened by what immediately follows — 
* And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? ' 
i, e. — why do we run the risk of suffering mar- 
tyrdom.— Gas. Mess. 



Twice the Scriptures assert that the anger 
0(( the l4ord ^ndurelh but for a moment, (Ps. 
30 : 5, Isa. 54 : 8,) and n^ore than fifty times 
it is positively dedared that his mercy endureth 
forever. And no wh6re do they assert that his 
mercy is momentary, or his anger endless. 



BY'MRB, 



Al^O IBR' 



The fosy light of Sabbath eve 

On hill and valley lay ; 
And lingered long, as if to leave' 

A blessing on the day. ' 

The village bell had sweetly tolled 

Its chime upon the air, 
To sutnmon to their hallowed (bid 

The worshippers lor prayer. 

The organ's deep and solemn peal9 

Fell on the listening ear^ 
As o'er the senses gently steals 

The feeling— God is near ! 

The youthful preaeher rose, and toefe 
His theme— 't was Jesus' love I 

When le ! beside the sacred book^ 
There stood a snow-white dove ! 

With timid gaze and folded wing, 

-It paused — then soared away ; 
tn vain we sought to track ks coarse. 
In vain we bade it stay. 

Onward and upward still it flew. 

Till not a speck was seen^ 
To tell that in the vaults of blue 

Its graceful form had been* 

I know not if the. thought be wrong. 

But it hath $eemed to nie* 
That some mute herald from the skies 

That gentle bird might be, 

To teaeh us, if to innocence 
Our days on earth are given, 

We too may plume our spirits' wbgs, ' 
And take our flight for heaven. 

The memory of that Sabbath eve, 

That quiet sunset scene, 
Did on my hcArtan imi^^^ess leave, 

I'rom which this truth I glean : 

That nature's simplest lessons tend 
Tp show ^ome moral plain ; 

For, on the page that God hath penned. 
No Ike is writ in vain. 



He that does the bei^t he can, is as worthy 
as he that can do the best. 
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A New Yean 

A oew yeat has c6me» We cannot fail to 
take this opportunity to remind our readers of 
the gratitude we owe to the Father of mercies, 
for his preserving care over us during our past 
livesy and for his many blessings which now 
surround us. While multitudes of our race 
hare gone down to the grave, where " there is 
no work, nor knowledge, nor device," we are 
spared with all our abilities to honor ourselves, 
to serve our race, to glorify our God. 

It is well then, that we ask ourselves some- 
thing in reference to our duty as we begin the 
new year. Wherein have we failed in time 
past ? What that we might have done have we 
neglected to do? What that we should have 
avoided have we done t And how do our own 
weaknesses and sins appear to us? Are we 
ready to look them in the face — ^to overcome — 
to abandon them ? Let conscience in the light 
of God's word give answer. 

Will our young friends give heed to our 
wotds at this opening of the new year with 
them ? If they have faults, will they not seek 
to know them, and to cast them aside ? Will 
they not bear in mind the beautiful injunctions 
of the Gospel, to " keep their tongue from 
*evil, and their lips that they speak no guile ;" 
to " let no evil communication proceed out of 
their mouth, but that which is good unto edify- 
ing ;" to ** sanctify the Lord God in their 
hearts;" to "deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to keep unspotted from the world?" 
^^e can call their attention to nothing better 
than to these virtues. With them, whatever 
shall come to yoo, dear reader, life will be 
happy. Without them, whatever else you may 
have, it will not insure you peace. Seek 
Christian truth — make that your study and de- 
light. It " is profitable in all things; having 
the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come," 

Happy, happy indeed, may this new year be 
to us. Much of good may it bring. Often may 
we hold sweet communion together through 
the iD6dii»n of this little sheet; and greatly 



may we be profited by such 
us seek to enjoy life by do 
right — in seeking to becom 
holy. Let us be resigned to 
he may have in store for i 
amid all the changes of ou 
ence, he is ** without varial 
of turning." 



Arrears I 

Will those of our subscrib 
arrears for the Teacher, ha.^ 
remember thai we are nov 
very necessary article in th 
viz: MONEY? We know of 
begin the good deeds of the 
paying the publisher of the 
meet his demands. Our subs 
fore pardon this call-^those 
remembering that it is not in 
and those who have not paid 
the best evidence of their pai 
as soon as practicable the an 



<<The Bible and tl 

This is the title of a discoun 
ed and published in Liverpo 
James Martineau, and re-pi 
Greene of this city. We 1 
course with a feeling of d< 
what we know of the disting 
from the style and matter of 
his to the public. 

While we admire much 1 
discourse ; while some of its : 
strong metaphors and loft} 
earnest spirit of the writer, 
there are some things to whi 
our assent. We think his d 
the Old and New Testani® 
statements in reference to t 
Old too sweeping — and th 
whole one of too much indei 
ally for a writer like Mr. Ms 
would not for this, overlool 
truth there is in it. Let that e 
Mr. M. has written some of 
we ever read from the soul 
we have read a few pretty 
day. 
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vjng remarks of Br. Francis, 
. x^ference to the recent Sabbath 
School Conference, held at the Fifth Univer- 
salist Church in this city, are worthy attention. 
How many who are here reminded of their ab- 
sence from t?iat meeting will be induced to go 
to tike next 7 L*et us see. 

The Sabbath School Conference. 

It was a cause of deep regret to the few 
who gathered at the recent meeting of the 
Conference, thtit there was so little apparent 
interest in the subject, judging frowi the mea- 
gre audience that was present in the afternoon. 

It is but a short time since we had the 
largest meeting ever held by Universalists, to 
discuss the interests of the Sabbath School 
enterprize. Yet, in this same city, not a tythe 
of the Sabbath School Teachers were present. 
Is this as it should be ? Does it look right ? 
We know that some have good and suflScient 
reasons for non-attendance. But we fear it 
cannot be said of all. 

It is a small matter to make the eftbrt to 
secure the time of an afternoon for something 
that is specially to gi-atify self. Why not do 
as much, teacher — ^parent — lover of children 
—once in a few weeks, for our Sabbath School 
cause ? 

The last meeting, it seemed to us, was one 
of the best, if not the best of our quarterly Con- 
ferences. The discussion of the resolutions 
brought out much valuable remark. We 
think we never heard several of our brethren 
speak with more earnestness and eloquence 
than they did there. They spoke from the 
heart ; they spoke feelingly ; and yet it was 
not mere ^feeling, emotion, that they uttered ; 
something that had but little to do with plain 
common sense. 

They said distinct truths ; truths of a prac- 
tical nature and not of a mere theoretical 
character. 

The remembrance of them would encou- 
rage the faithful teacher in bis works ; the re- 
flection on them would stir up his soul to 
more 2sealous labor in behalf of the young. 
The true dignity of his office was magnified. 

Let not the next meeting come, without 
some more tangible evidences of Hfe and love 
for the "lambs of the flock," by those who are 
their guides ! E. F. 



Another S. S. Tract, 

Another Tract, entitled ** A Letter to the 
Sabbath School Children," has just been pub- 
lished by Br. Usher. It is from the pen of our 
well known and very acceptable correspondent 
Julia. It is a good tract, and will interest the 



young folks, we know. It should be circulated 
in all our Sabbath Schools. 



[COMMUNICATION.] 

S. S« Exhibition at Pawtacket, ^. I. 

Last evening the Universalist S. School 
in Pawtucketj held its fii*st exhibition. This 
school has flourished the past season more 
than at any previous time. 1 visited the school 
in August last, and addressed the fiieuds of 
the same upon the importance of "training 
up the young in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord." At that time the idea of an ex- 
hibition was suggested, and Br. Damon, the 
Pastor of the society resolved to give the child- 
ren of his school an opportunity to preach to 
their parents and friends upoii the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God. 

The Exhibition was talked of and com- 
menced, though not without many doubts of 
success on the part of the friends of the school. 
Those doubts are now given to the winds, an4 
a stronger faith has taken possession of their 
hearts in relation to the powers of children. 
Children are the most eloquent orators ; theirs 
is the eloquence of simple truth. 

At 6 o'clock the meeting house was literaUy 
filled — pews, aisles, gallery, entry, and every 
place where a foothold could be obtained. 
There were forty-four pieces spoken, in which 
thirty-eight diflferent scholars took part. The 
children acquhted themselves nobly. The 
speaking was good, clear, and distinct gene- 
rally. 

I would like to speak of some of the pieces, 
particularly, and yet I ieel that all were so 
good and so well spoken, that I hardly know, 
where to begin or where to stop. I will, how- 
ever, name one or two. The "Twinkling 
Star," spoken by a little girl only a little 
larj^er than the Lilliputians which Gulliver de- 
scribes as being about as large as a man's 
thumb. When this was spoken, the whole 
audience found themselves in a loud roar of 
laughter, their eflTorte to the contrary, not- 
withstanding. 

Next, I would name the pieces "Speak not 
to him a bitter word," "Christian Flowers^" 
"The World as it is," "My brother come 
home," and I would not pass, by any means, 
"Genius and Application," and then the piece 
on " Rainy Sundays;" but I must stop. I find 
it difficult to select a stopping place, and so I 
stop right here. There were excellent pieces, 
excellently spoken, and they cannot fail to 
make an excellent impression upon those who 
beard them. And these I would name as a 
sample of the whole pieces and speaking. 
The singing, also, was most excellent. AH 
done by the children. After the seholaift hacl 
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concluded their addrefises, Brs. H. BacoD, J. 
M. tJsher, and C Damon (the pastor) made 
, very brief addresses, and the audience retired 
feeling that it was good that they had been 
there. Br. Damon has been faithful in his la- 
bors for the good of the Sunday School, aj^d 
I trust the exercises of last evening will amply 
reward him for all the labor bestowed and 
anxiety felt. None but a Pastor or Superin- 
tepdent can know the anxiety felt in preparing 
for an exhibition. But when we realize the 
influence of this exhibition upon these child- 
ren , teachers and parents for good, we can 
not but bless God for the same. ^ Verily out 
of the mouths of Itabes and sucklings God 
will perfect praise." Friends of the young in 
Pawtuckot, persevere in your labors to ad- 
vance the interest of the young, and you shall 
in no wise lose your reward. 
Pawlucket, Dec, &th, 1846. 



The Pearl. 

We have just been reading the account of 
a little orphan boy, who caught fish for a live- 
lihood in the Tennessee river. One day as 
he was returning from one of his fishing ex- 
cursions, with his basket filled with the re- 
wards of his industry, the youthful angler of- 
fered them for sale to one of his customers. 
The latter selected such as he wanted, and re- 
quested * change' for the coin which he pre- 
sented. The little fellow fumbled for a while 
in his pocket, and then drew out a handful of 
various articles, such as pieces of twine, rusty 
fish-hooks, niarttles, &c., among which ap- 
peared a few dimes, and something that at 
once attracted the attention of the buyer. 

He took it and examined it, and was con- 
vinced that it was a large and valuable pearl. 
He asked the boy how he came by it. The 
latter replied that he had found it, with others 
of a similar size, in muscle shells which he 
had picked up, while fishing, on the bank of 
the Tennessee river ; not fiir above its mouth ; 
tliat he had thrown the rest away, but bad 
kept this because it was 'big, white and 
pretty.* 

The gentleman asked him what he would 
take for the stone. He said a bit or two, just 
as he pleased. 

* No, my little fellow,' said the gentleman, 
^you must not sell tins pretty thing for a bit 
or two ', it is worth a great deal more. It is a 



pearl, I think, of sonie value. I will take it 
with me to Nashville, whence it shall be sent 
to the North and s<^d, and the proceeds shall 
be applied to your education.'' 

The boy consented— end the pearl was 
found, on being examined, to be worth about 
five hundred dollars. What a prize to be 
picked up by a poor boy ! Do some of our 
young readers wish they had picked it up ? 
Let us tell them of a more valuable one which 
they may all possess. 

Have you not heard, young reader, of the 
Pearl of great price ? If you have not, or 
if you have — ^take your Bible — turn to the 
thirteenth chapter of Matthew, and there read 
about it in the 45th an^ 46th verses. '* The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant- 
man seeking good pearls. Who, when he 
hath found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all he had, and bought it." This pearl is 
Gospel Truth- It is the knowledge of God, 
the knowledge of Christ, the knowledge of 
man, man's duty and destination. It is learned 
in the Scriptures. It is learned in the Sabbath 
School. 

Now, if you would be rich — richer than 
that boy who found the pearl on the shore of 
the river — seek to obtain this valuable pearl — 
this treasure of divine wisdom. The wise 
man says, (Prov. 3 : 13-J5.) " Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man that 
getteth understanding. For the merchandise 
of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is 
more precious than rubies; and all the things 
thou can'st desire are not to be compared unto 
her." Christian wisdom is called by an apos- 
tle "the unsearchable riches of Christ." Do 
not fail to seek these riches. The pearl found 
by the orphan boy might have been taken 
from him. The pearl of great price men can- 
not take away. If laid up within the true 
heart, "thievescannot break through" to steal 
it. It will insure prosperity and peace forever. 
Do not forget this Gospel Pearl. 



Love too generally ends where it should 
begin. Men often love themselves tifiost, their 
neighbor less, and their Creator least. 
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Efiectft of the Sabbath 9<^ooi« 

It is deeply interesting to reflect on the won- 
derful moral results of the Sabbath School 
operation. Who can calculate the vast work 
in all its parts — in all its branches near and re- 
mote? Let the Sabbath School teacher think 
of this, as he is engaged in his humble avoca- 
tion with that little class of moral intelligences 
looking to him for guidance from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. How fer his word and example may 
reach, none but God can know. We have just 
taken up an article embodying in excellent 
form this grand idea. Read it, ail. The writer 
has before him, in imagination, the fkithful 
teadher looking after, the indigent children of 
the Sabbath School, at their homes. He says 

" Let the eye of the Christian philosopher 
fix itself on such a spectacle, and gaze on such 
a teacher, and let his mind^ in its reflections, 
follow his footsteps to the abodes of wretched- 
ness and distress, and there listen to the sim- 
ple but persuasive plea which the teacher 
makes before the prejudiced, the ignorant, or 
dissolute parents ; and then observe the child- 
ren thronging around, with their eyes fixed 
first in doubt on the countenances of the pa- 
rents, and then suddenly beaming with delight 
as they find that the teacher's eloquence has 
p^revailed, and that they are actually going to 
the Sabbath School — let his mind still pursue 
the teacher, deeply engaged in his delightful 
employment, and observe him in all the impas- 
sioned fervor, and in the afiectionate aeal of an 
augel ot mercy, bending over his delightful 
task, and 

* In strains as sweet as angels use/ 

relating to the little group closely gathered 
round, the story of the love of Jesus, of his 
meekness, and of his gentleness, of his inno- 
cence, and his sufferings, and above all of his 
tenderness and compassion for little children ; 
and then let him behold the intense interest 
with which each member of the little band 
Jiangs upon every word as it faJls from the Ups 
of the beloved teacher ; and let his mind in its 
reflections follow him, from this scene of his 
humble but delightful toils and labors, to the 
secret places of his chamber, where no eye 
can penetrate but His who rewardeth openly, 
and there listen to the breathing, but scarcely 
audible and strong supplications, which ascend 
into the ear of heaven— supplications that these 
little children may become the sons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty ; then let his mind 
extend itself abroad over the surface of our 
country, and behold upwards of one hundred 
thousand teachers each employed in this labor 



of love, — together embodying an aggregate of 
severt huikdn^ thousand little children, all list- 
ening with solicitude, to the gentle accents of- 
truth and mercy, flowing from lips which they 
love : and moreover let him reflect that the 
j|r^t sptem of Sabbath Schools, both in reg^ri 
to its proportion, order and beauty, as well a» 
in reference to the number of its friends atlA 
ffellow-laborers, is still moving forward, with 
an energy which no earthly power can reskdt, 
rolling onward in its majesty with the f6r^e of 
a mighty river, swelling and expanding and 
deepening, by the vast number of tributary 
streams which are winding their silent but 
rapid course to meet its embraces, through all 
the ohamiels of the adjacent valleys ; finally > 
let such an one attempt to take admeasurement 
of the ultimate tendencies of such a system in 
shaping the principle, and in moukUng and 
fashioning the minds of those who shall give 
laws to, and control the opinions and destinies^ 
not of the next age only, but of successive 
ages and generations ; and then by the vision 
of faith let, his eye attempt to explore and settle 
itself on the amazing results of this great pro* 
cess; and then, and then onlxf can the vast 
interests which oluster around the Sabbath 
School cause, be adequately measured. 

That Sabb^h Schools, although they have 
done much f. have not hitherto by any means 
done all of which the system is capable, will 
generally be admitted ; and the reason is obvi- 
ous : it is because in its organization it haa 
many striking defects. While these defects 
remain and present themselves so broadly on 
its face, instead of expressing surprise that no 
mdre has been perfoamed, we look with won- 
der and delight at the triumphs which it haa 
already achieved. In speaking of the defects 
of the system, we by no means intend a reflec- 
tion on the wisdom of its founders. Their 
names are embalmed in our memories, and 
will be held in everlasting remembrance. But 
it wiU be recollected that the system has been 
an experiment, and that it is still comparatively 
in its infancy ; and if in the infant we already 
see the development of such vast powers, what 
may we not expect when these powers, ma- 
tured and improved by education and by the 
lessons of wisdom derived from experience, 
shall have approached to the stature of man- 
hood ; and how mighty and ineonceivably great 
will be the measure of the influence it will 
wield, bearing on human character amd destiny 
when all its capacities shall have been devel- 
oped, in their beauty, order, and just propor- 
tion, and when thQ system shall have attained 
to the full meridian of its glory and strength ! 

Thought is an oxalted gift— rsuperior to lan« 
guage. The painter may portray the beauty 
of the rose, but he cannot copy its fragrance. 
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ID** We had written an account of the Uni- 
▼orsslist Sabb&th School Exhibition at Prori- 
dence, R. I., and had passed it into the hands 
of the printer, before the communication of Br. 
Damon was received ; but when this came to 
hand we recalled ours and give place for Br. 
D. to speak. This we are pleased to do for 
two reasons : first, because he has spoken our 
•mind exactly — and second, because he has 
never before spoken through the columns of 
the Teacher. This is the first time, but we 
hope it will not be the last. Our readers will 
be pleased to hear you often. J. M. U. 

H. S. Exhibition at Providence, R. I. 

The annual Exhibition of the Fkst Univer- 
salist Sabbath School in Provideuce, took 
place on Thursday evening, the 11th irst. It 
was my happiness to be present, and partici- 
pate in the joys of that occasion. 1 had anti- 
cipated a rich feast for the soul. I tolt that I 
had reason to expect much. For I well knew 
the high state of prosperity which that school 
at present enjoys. I had witnessed abundant 
evidence of the faitlifiilness and efficiency of 
its superintendent. I well understood that its 
assiduous pastor was devoted, heart and hand, 
to the interests, not only of that school, but of 
the Sabbath School enterprise in general ; wil- 
ling to spend and be spent in the training of 
youthful afifections, and the culture of infiaint 
minds. Hence it was, that I anticipated much. 
But notwithstandidg the height to which my 
expectations had risen, the pleasing reahty 
soared far above them all. 

The house was well filled, (with the excep- 
tion of that part reserved for the school,) at 
quite an early hour. Just before the time ap- 
pointed for the commencement of the exercises, 
a full, rich tone from the organ announced the 
entrance of the school. All eyes were turned 
towards the door. And there was magic in 
the scene that there met our gaze. Perfect 
order and unbroken stillness reigned while the 
long procession moved on to their allotted sta- 
tions. The juvenile performanoes were soon 
introduced by the singing of an original hymn. 
Then followed a fervent prayer, by the pastor ; 
and few souls within the sound of its utterance, 
did not feel its touchy and bend under its 
influence. Another original hymn was then 
sung ; after which, the " Introductory Ad- 
dress" was delivered — and well delivered. To- 
ward the close of this address, the speaker re- 
ferred, in a very touching manner, to the death 
of one who, at their last anniversary, perfom^ 
ed the same duty that was this year assigned 
to her. Then followed the well known hymn, 
commencing, 

*< Siiter, thou wast mild and lovely. 



But I must not particularize. It would be * 
pleasant indeed for me to do so ; but limits for- 
bid. Suffice it to say, it was a grand exhibi- 
tion. "Take it all in all," I never looked 
upon, or listened to, its like before. One chant 
and ten hymns, (six original,) were sung on 
the occasion. In addition to these, we were 
favored with the " Old Oak Tree," " The 
Swiss Boys," and " The Herdsman's Flute." 
It was heaven's own melody ! ** Of such is the 
kingdom." Ten original dialogues, ^nd forty- 
five single pieces were spoken. The dialogues 
were of a high order, and reflected much credit 
on both authors and speakers. The one on 
*' Telling Faults" was true to nature. The 
** Name loved by r«," was admirable. The 
" Hymn" by the Infant School was beautiful 
indeed. ** Questions and Answers," by that 
same department, called forth marked atten- 
tion. But I must stop here. What has been 
said of a part, may be justly observed of the 
whole. It was a rich intellectual and spiritual 
fisast. Eloquence, that I have seldom heslrd 
surpassed, was breathed out there. And as for 
the music of the evening, I can only say, it 
was tJie first to which I ever listened! While 
memory is faithful to a single trust, the mu- 
sic of that night will live with me. Some 
one has very beautifully described Infancy as 
the perpetual Messiah, which comes into the 
arms of fallen men, and pleads with them to 
return to paradise." And I was made to feel, 
on that occasion, that there was no less truth 
than beauty in the sentiment. The exhibition 
must have been productive of incalculable 
good. Certain I am that none could have list- 
ened to the exercises without profit. Blessings 
on the Sabbath School ! May God hasten the 
fulfilment of its high mission — ^that his king- 
dom come, and his will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

Yours, for the Sabbath School, 

C. DAMON. 



ICF* Br. P. H. S., of Charlestcwn, will ac- 
cept our thanks for his very interesting article 
on the Worcester Asylum. We shall give it 
in our next. 



ExhiMtions 

Have recently beea held by the Sabbath Sohooli 
connected with the First Univerialist Society in 
Lynn ; the Second in Danvers ; Soatb Boston and 
Fall River ; we hope to be able te notice them all 
in our next. 



Giii Irom Jnlia. 

This is the title of a Jovenite Book just publish* 
ed by J. M. Usher, and for sale at 26 ComhilU 
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G. L. 



DEMAREST, Editor. 



The New Year. 

" The new year is come : let us give it a 
hearty welcome. There is something so cheer- 
ful and pleasant in a new year, that it seems 
to give brightness to every eye, and to put 
fresh spirits into every heart. True it is, that 
we look back to the old year with something 
like regret ; with a feeling that we have not 
quite made the best of it. Many things that 
we intended to do have not been done ; and 
some things done by us had much better been 
left undone ; yet still we rejoice that the new 
year has arrived. It affords us another oppor- 
tunity ; we start as it were afresh, and new life 
is thrown into all our undertakings. 

** The best way of beginning the new year, 
is to call to mind all the blessings of the old 
one. The mercies we have received are great ; 
how gratefully then should we acknowledge 
them ! * O come ! let us sing unto the Lord ; 
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.' — Ps. xcv. 1." 

I heartily commend the spiiit of the forego- 
ing extract from the " Child's Companion," 
(London,) of last year to all our readers. The 
season of the new yea^r shbuld be one of cheer- 
ftilness, sobered by memory, and also of righ- 
teous resolution. We should rejoice in the re- 
collection ht the. thousand blessings of the p^t 
year, and in the sense of the meicy which has 
preserved us till now to our friends, and them 
to us. And if we improve the new year in 
this respect, our hearts cannot fail to be moved 
with gratitude to the Father, whose love has 
80 faithfully surrounded us. 

But with our memory of blessings received, 
comes also the recollection of our fir^ilty and 
infirmity. We certainly have not made the 
best of the year which was ours, but is not. 
What shall we do 1 Shall we sit down in hope- 
less repining, or allow the demon of remorse 
to hold undisturbed possession of our bosoms ? 
Oh, no ! We cannot but regret the waste of 
the past, of the disobedient spirit we have 
manifested toward our ever-kind Father, and 
our sad requital of the care and affection of the 
unchangeable Friend of roan. But let our 
sorrow be godly, working repentance not to be 
regretted : let us determine now to " redeem 
the time"— to walk more worthily of CaniST 



— to strive after his spirit of lore and meekness. 
And if we will but indulge an humble and 
prayerful dispesition, keeping before us the 
example of the blessed Savior, honestly trying, 
and trying again, to approach nearer and nearer 
to the standard of perfection set up for our at- 
tainment, we shall to some extent succeed ; 
and if we shall be preserved to the beginning 
of another year, may it be our privilege then 
to feel that we shall not have lived in vain 
another year ! 

Children f 

I wish you all a happy New Year! 3y 
this I do not mean, that you should have plenty 
of fun and frolic and play ; nor money, nor 
worldly pleasure : but that you may be better 
children than ever during the year that is com- 
mencing — that you may be more obedient, more 
kind, more meek, more patient, more forgiving 
than you ever yet have been, and then 1 know 
you will be happy; happier than riches, or 
play, or wordly pleasure dkn make you. And 
then, only think of it ! you may become, in 
character, the brothers and the sisters of the 
Lord Jesus ! He has told us (see Matt. xii. 50) 
" Whosoever shall do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, the same is my brother and 
sister, and mother." Who would not desire 
this high honor ? 



Children'F Flays. 

I love to see children happy ; and when 
they have been good and diligent, and,' return- 
ing home from school, meet their cousins and 
young friends, who can object to their playing 
together ! I am sure I do not. Yet, as I have 
observed sometimes that even in play children 
often lose all their pleasure, I shall give them 
a few rules which they will d6 well to mind : 

1. Try to please and be pleased. 

2. Do not be offended for trifles. j 

3. Avoid all mischief. j' 

4. Do not be selfish. ' 

5. Never try to tease. j 

6. Be ready to leave your play when callecf 
away from it. — Baptist Children's Magazinel 
Leicesth'f Eng, 



He is greatly learned who has learned ho^ 
litUe he knows. 
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A Good Things 

A portion of the " Youth's Magazine," 
London paper for young people, is devoted to 
answering the questions of correspondents upon 
difficult texts of Scripture, and other subjects. 
Here is a sample : 

Sapplemental Wofds in Scripture. 

" In the study of the Bible, I frequently find 
that many of the words are printed in Italics; 
and I have understood that the reason is be- 
cause the words thus printed are not in the 
original language, but were added in our Bibles 
by our translators ; arid though in many places 
the sense would be imperfect without them, 
yet if this be the case, how can such words be 
received as inspired ? S . K . • ' 

** S. K. is perfectly right respecting the 
Italics used in the Sacred Scriptures ; with all 
deference to the translators, it mu6t be admit- 
ted, that although, in many places, they supply 
the words omitted, yet in others they obscure 
and weaken the force of the text. As they 
are the production of men uninspired, and who 
did not even pretend to inspiration, they are 
not to be received as authority ; the reader 
must, of course, be left to his own judgment 
in using them. The ancient languages, espe- 
cially the Hebrew, instead of being diffuse, 
are elliptical,, and often require words to be 
added to complete the sense : in public reading 
I never use the Italic words, except there is an 
absolute necessity. R. C." 

Then the meaning of Ezekiel xiv.' 9, Ro- 
mans iii. 7, 1 Corinthians ii. lO, Genesis vi. 6, 
and other Scripture passages, is asked. And 
one ** R." desires the opinion of the Editor 
** whether there are any circumstances which 
can render falsehood justifiable?" All which, 
and many more questions besides, are answered 
in few or many words as the case may require. 

Now this is a good thing ; and why cannot 
we introduce it into our " Gospel Teacher?" 
If there is any thing you wish to know, and 
especially if you desire to get any information 
about the meaning of any thing in the Bible 
which you do not understand, vmte a little 
note containing the question, and send it to us. 
I am sure that Br. Adams will be glad to an- 
swer such as yon send to him, and I will cer- 
tainly be pleased to do what little I can for 
your instruction. What say you 1 How many 
intend to catechise us immediately ? 



It k never too soon to repent, but it may be 
too late. 



The New Year. 

In calm and thoughtful mood I stand. 
Upon the verge of the New Year ; 

While memory, with her magic wand. 
Bids scenes long past now re-appear. 

Gently she brbgs before my view 
Tbpse gay and ever-smiling hours. 

When joyously each moment flew. 
And life was strewed with fairest flowers : 

When not one single thought of sorrow 
Had darkly shadowed o'er my way ; 

And fancy alway deck'd to-morrow 
In the bright colors of to-day. 

Oh, then my heart was gay and light ; 

My brow was never pressed with care ; 
Grief dared not cast its withering blight 

O'er scenes io beautiful and fair. 

Bat let no thoughts of vain regret. 
Blend with these musings of the past ; 

For life is full of promise yet. 

And its best pleasures come the last. 

The joy which now illumes my way 

Is more ethereal and refined ; 
And time but adds a brighter ray, 

To the deep treasures of the mind. 

The love which gladdened childhood's hour. 
With purer, steadier lustre shines ; 

Arid hope, with its bewitching power. 
Still round futurity entwines. 

And if dark sorrows intervene, 

And clouds across my pathway move. 

Yet faith with aspect most serene. 
Can calmly trust a Savior's love. 

The past, the future, all are bright ; 

My joyful spirit knows no fear ; 
But welcomes, with a fresh delight. 

The happy dawn of this New Year. 

[ Youth's {Ldndon) Magazine, 



IC " Lies are generally bungling things, 
and are almost always sure to be detected 
They aie certain to bring with them shame and 
punishment,'' 



KF ** One wilful ain generally leads to ano- 
and it is well if sin does not end in th^ 
utter destruction of our peace," 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



19 



THE 60SPBL TJEAeflEIi. 



Parents -and Children, Readf 

The following is cut from the New York 
Sun: 

The tND OF THE Sabbath Brkaker.-t-Lu- 
cian Hall, who was lately executed in Connec- 
ticut, at the early age of twenty-eight, for a 
most atrocious and unprovoked murder, the 
▼ery recital of which msiea the hlood run cold ; 
attributes his whole eare6r office, to want of 
proper religious instruction in early life, and 
particularly to the crime of Sabbath-breaking, 
to which he was greatly addicted. His last 
words were: — 

" I have given a full and true account of all 
the crimes I have committed, in my short life. 
I desire before I close to say to all the readers 
of this book, that I impute all my wickedness 
and crime to a bad bringing up. 

Nobody ever gave me good advice ; my fath- 
er cither made me work, or allowed me to play 
on the Sabbath ; and I never heard a prayer in 
my father's hoijse. If I had been taken to 
church, and religiously taught, I should toot 
now be in my present situation.. 

I wish to say to all parents, * Do not bring 
up your children as I was brought up. Give 
them the advantages of schooling, of religion, 
and good advice. T^'or wan^ of these I was led 
on to be what I am.' 

I wish to warn all young people against the 
course I have taken. Beware how you reject 
good advice, or break the Sabbath. If you 
have religious friends and religious privileges, 
value them more than anything else ; receive 
the advice of such friends ; improve those pri- 
vileges while you have them. I wish with my 
last breath to warn all the young against the 
neglect of religion, and the Sabbath, which 
has brought me to ruin. I have suflfered a 
great deal, and enjoyed myself very little, and 
have found that the way of transgression is 
hard." ^ 



ID=» Children Should bo very careful how 
they speak to their parents and others. Instead 
of being saticy, and snappish, and conceited, 
they should fee polite, and respectful, and hum- 
ble in the very tones of the voiee. How much 
better it is to speak mildly, than to be harsh 
wid unmannerly ! I was frequently told, when 
I was young, (and I believe it,) thiat ** Polite^ 
ness costs nothing ^" but, it may be added, is 
very valuable. 



ID*** If we commit small faults without 
iieruple to-day, we shall commit great ones 
without shame to-morrow." 



New Year's BLrmn. 

BY REV. J. BURNS. 

Lord, may tbiti New Vear be the best 

I ever spent below : 
In favor both with God and man, 

O may I daily grow. 

For all Thy mercies, old and new, 

Oh ! teach my lips to praise — 
And may I consecrate to Thee 

The flower of my days ! 

Preserve me. Lord, from every snare, 

And guide my youthfnl feet, 
To walk with those who love Thy courts. 

And worship roand Thy seat. 

With k)ve for parents, teachers, friends, 

O may my bosom glow ; 
And to the aged, poor, and sick, 

May I cdmpassion show ! 

Incline my iieart to fervent prayer ; 

Thy richest blessings give ; 
And may 1, by Thy gracioos aid. 

Unto Thy glory live. 

And then, when years shall close their round. 

And time shall be no more. 
May I Thy praises celebrate 

In heaven for evermore, 

[Baptist Children*s Magazine. 



<«Thon God seest me.*' 

The wise Lockman, being on his death-bed, 
ordered his son to approach, and said, ** My 
son, when thou feelest a disposition to Sin, 
deiek for a place where God cannot see thee.V 
— Teacher^ s Offering, London, 



B3*The Lincoln and Waldo Assodatiov, 
Me., has resolved, '* That Sabbath Schools are 
an imfortant means of aiding, never of super- 
ceding, parental instruction in the BiUe,;an4 
iathe various duties of morality and religion, 
and are earnestly commended to the support of 
all wel^wisbers to Zion and to the rising gene** 
ration ; and that we recommend to all adult 
persons to form Bible Classes iu connection 
with the Stinday School or otherwise, fox 
united study, and united instruction." 

The greatest repoee which a man can enjoy, 
is that he feels in desirijig nothing. 
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JiiTenile Books* 

I eheerfally recommend the following worka, 
as suitable for young people : 

Nkw Stories for Littls: Boyb : by Miss 
Colman» S« Colman, Boston, publisher. 

Nkw StOrim J-or LittIjk Girls : by Miss 
Colmau. S. Colman, Boston. 

Little Stories for Little PeoI»le. W. 
Crosby & Co., Boston. 

I will be a Gentleman : by Mrs. Tuthill. 
Crosby & Nichols, Boston. 

I WILL BE A Lady : by Mrs. Tuthill* Crosby 
& Nichols, Boston. 

Onward! right onwa.rd ! by Mrs. Tuthill. 
Cnieby & Nichols, Boston. 

The House I live ik ; or the Human Body : 
by William A. Alcott* With engravings. 
Waite, Peirce & Co., Boston* 

The Rollo Code of Morals ; ot^ the Roks 
of Duty for Children : by Jacob Abbott.— 
Crocker & Brewsterj Boston. 

The Great Secret ; or, How tp be Happy : 
\pfike Author of *' Chaiies Linn." Dayton it 
Newman, New York. 

Christmas Eve ; or, the Story of Poor An- 
thony : from the Gerqian of Christoph Schmid. 
Henry F. Aimers, Philadelphia! 

The Two Half Dollars, and other Tales : 
mostly by Mrs. Adeline E. Gould* Charles 
Tappan, Boston. 

The Twin Brothers ; or, Lessons of Cha* 
rity. Harper & Brothers, New York* 



l^f* A Sunday School has recently been 
commenced in our State with eioht scholars. 
Success to it I Does it not come within the Sa* 
vior's blessing, " Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in my name, there will I be in 
their mid^l" 



Aphorism. — Have Courage sufficient 
speak to a poor friend, even in the street, and 
when a rich one is nigh. The effort is not so 
great as many people mayiiriaglne, and the act 
is worthy of a king. 



As soon as a person takes pleasure in bear- 
ing slander, he is to be ranked in the number 
of slanderers* 

That which a man suffers for in this world, 
fiUs his heart with darkness ; but that which 
he suffers for the othen^ fiUs it with light. 



JUVENILE DEPAETMENT. 



' All thy children shall be tatight of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children*'* 



The Walk to School* 



Br MIBB JYTLIA A* rLXTCHXa. 



" Now, children, be careful not to stop tod 
long by the way," said Mrs. Williams to Ed- 
win and Mary as they started on their walk to 
the village school. "No, Mother, we will not," 
they botn exclaimed, as they joyfully bade her 
** good morning," and skipped along with hap- 
py hearts and smiling faces. 

Their way led through a pleasant meadow, 
and over a hill that was covered with bushes 
and wild flowers. They passed merrily alonff 
through the meadow, crossing the little brook 
that ran acioss their path, on the smooth flat 
stones that rose higher than the water. Then 
they clambered up the steep side of the hill, 
gathering blueberries from the bushes, and 
flowers from the many that blossom there* 

At the top of the hill there was a rude seat, 
formed by the trunk of a large tree which had 
been blown down, and allowed to remain there* 
Here Edwin and Mary sat down, and placed 
their hooka and slates upon the tree by their 
side, as they looked down upon the pretty vil- 
lage below. They could see all the houses of 
their neighbors and friends for ixiany milet 
*^, around, the village churches with their spires 
far above all the buildings near, and the Echool** 
house to which they were going looked as neat 
and pretty as they were themselves. 

No wonder the children love their school, for 
every thing within and axound it was pleasant* 
It was a small building, but its white walls and 
green blinds g&ve it an appearance of neatneaa 
which was hlly confirmed upon entering.^^-* 
There was a spirit of beauty and order pervad- 
ing the room, there were eomfortable soato 
where the pupil$.cau/<2 sit still, lessons in whioh 
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they were interested, and more than all, a teach- 
er who loved them, and whom they could not 
help loving in return. 

With such a school, and such a teacher, there 
was little danger of their stopping too lon^ by 
the way, even although there were many thmgs 
to attract them. But they always started early, 
so as to have plenty of time for their long 
walk, and also for resting awhile on the old tree 
seat* 

** I have been thinking," said Mary to her 
brother as they sat there together, "that we 
are the happiest children in the world, to have 
such kind parents, and so good a school?" 

" Why, Mary" said her brother, **do you 
not think that other children have kind parents 
aud'good schools as well as we V 

"I suppose they have, though it seems as if 
our's must be a little better than any others ; but 
I heard mother talking with a lady the other 
day about the poor orphan children, who have 
no kind parents to take care of them as we 
have. And I remember the lady said that many 
of them could not go to school because they 
had no clothes to wear ; and those with whom 
they lived did not love them well enough to 
send them, but that they were sent about the 
streets to beg, and sometimes are taught to 
steal!" 

" Poor chilhren !" said Edwin, " how I pity 
them. But why do not good people take them 
and be kind to them, and send them to school?" 

" The lady said they did sometimes, and that 
was what she and mother were talking about," 
answered Mary, ** but I did not understand all 
she said. I remembered about their not going 
to school, because I felt so sorry, and I thought 
when I was old enough I would teach school 
myself, and the poor children might all come !" 

** That's right, Mary, and I'll help you! " 
said Edwin ; and with this resolution strong in 
their mirids, they went on their way, for they 
had not forgotten that they must learn before 
they could teach. 



The Little Girl and the Rain. 

BT MRS. L. H SIGOURNEY. 

<' Mother, it rains,*' said a little girl, who was 
looking out at the window. " I am sorry not 
to go and make that visit to Emma. She in- 
vited me twice before, but it rained ; and npw 
it 18 raining hard again." 

" I hope you will not be unhappy, my dear," 
said her mother. *' I think I see tears upon 
your cheeks. I will not say it is a little thing ; 
for the troubles of children seem great to 
them; but I trust you will be patient, and 
wait pleasantly for good weather.*' 

^ Mother, you have told me that €rod knows 
6V<erything, and that he is always good. Then 
he eettainly must know that there is but one 



Saturday afternoon in the week, and that is all 
the time I have to play with my little friends. 
He must know that it has rained now these 
three holidays, when I wished so much to go 
abroad. And can he not make sunshine 
whenever he pleases?" 

"We can not understand all the ways of 
God, my child ; but the Bible tells us be is 
wise and good. Look out into your little gar- 
den, and see how happy the rose buds are to 
catch the Fofl rain in their bosoms, and ho\^ 
the violets lift up their sweet faces to meet it, 
and as the drops fall into the quiet stream bow 
it dimples with gladness and gratitude. The 
cattle will drink at the stream, and be refresh- 
ed. Should it be dried up, they would be 
troubled ; and were the green grass to grow 
brown and die, they would be troubled still 
more, and some of them might perish for want 
of food." 

Then the good mother told her daughter of 
the sandy deserts id the East, and of the eamel, 
who patfently bears thirst for many days ; and 
how the lainting traveller watched for the rain 
cloud, and blessed God when he found water; 
and she showed her the picture of the camel 
and of the caravan, and told her how they 
were sometimes biiried under the sands of the ' 
desert. And she told her a story of the mother 
who wandered into the wilderness with her 
son, and when the water was spent in the bot- 
tle she laid him under the shades to die, ancf 
went and prayed in her anguish to God; then, 
how an angel brought the water from heaven, 
and her son lived. She told her of another 
story from the Bible, how there fell no ruin in 
Israel for more than three years, and the 
grass dri^ up, and the brod&s wasted away, 
and the caule died ; and how the good pro- 
phet prayed earnestly to God, and the skies 
sent their blessed rain, and the earth gave forth 
her fruit. Many other things this good mother 
said to her child, to teach and entertain her. 
Then they sang together a sweet hymn or 
two, and the little girl was surprised to find 
the afternoon so swiftly spent, for the time 
passed pleasantly. 

So she thanked her kind mother for the 
stories she had told, and the pictures she had 
shown her. And she sn)iled,and said, "What 
God pleases is best." 

Her mother kissed her and said, " Carry 
this sweet spirit you, my daughter, as long as 
you live, and you will have gathered more 
wisdom from the storm than from the sun- 
shine.'* 



The Carpenter Bee. 

Vou must not suppose that men are the only 
carpenters in the world ; there are thoiisunds of 
them among the different insects of the earth If 
you ask me where they get their tools from, I 
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reply, that they set them where they get every 
thjDg that is good, even from God himself. Many 
Aiay smile at the thought of insects having tools 
to work with, and many think that they must be 
singular tools ', but let me tell you they are much 
better than man ever made, and better adapted to 
work with than those which are bought at the 
cutler's. There is no saw to be found, made by 
men's hands, equal to that of the saw-fly. This 
little insect saws holes in the stems of the bushes 
in which he lives, to put his eggs in, and this he 
6t\fia belter than a carpenter could do it for him. 
His saws, for he has two of them, have very fine 
teeth } they are kept in a hard horny case ; they 
are too small to be clearly seen without the aid ofi 
a microscope. 

There are, too, several gnmshoppers which 
have most excellent gimlets, as well as the car- 
penter bee ; and all these insects can bore a hole 
m wood as round ai« any mechanic can. The car- 
penter bee is a capital worker, and makes holes 
more than a foot deep in hard oak, to place his 
eggs in. God is ** wise in counsel and wonder- 
ful in working/* and he has furnished these little 
carperKers with all the tuols they require ; nay, 
he gave these tools to theio before man knew 
bow t6 make them or to use them ; therefore, we 
should be humble, rememberirfg that God careth 
for insects and provides for them as well as for 
us. Iff in his wisdom and mercy, he haa given 
us faculties better than theirs, this is onlv greater 
reason why we should devote them all to his 
glory. 

The Girls and the Razors, 

Two little girls were once at play. 
In harmless pastime romping roimd, 

When on the table near them lay, 
A box, with razors finely gromid. 

Then Susan said tb little Jane, 
*• If yon the box of soap procure 

I'll shave you when you come again, — 
That I can do it nice, I'm sure." 

So Jane sat down upon a chi^ir. 

While Susan lather'd o'er her face, 

And then, — how could she ever dare ! — 
She took a razor from its place. 

But as she knew not how to shave, — 
What little girl has ever known ? 

By one unlucky stroke she gave 

Poor Jane a cut which reached the bone ? 

And long the bandages she wore. 

Before it grew entirely well. 
And both their folly now deplore. 

Whenever they the story tell. 



Notice. 

Those Sabbath Schools who are soon to pur- 
chase additions to their libraries, can be supplied 
by sending their orders to the publisher of the Gos- 
pel Teacher, 25 Cornhill, Boston. A catalogue of 
the books now in the library should be sent, and 
the amount to be expended specified. Any books 
not wanted maybe returned. The subscriber's 
acquaintance with Sabbath Schools and their 
wants, enables him to attend to this branch with 
satisfaction to the schools. J. M. USHER. . 



Religion of the Dog. 



The Rev. Henry Duncan, in his Philosophy 
of the SesuBons, relates the following original 
anecdote of Bums : 

There was one sentiment expressed by Bums 
with his own characteristic enthusiasm, which 
as it threw a new light into my mind, I shall 
never forget. ** Man,'* said he, " is the God 
of the dog. He knows no other ; he can un- 
derstand no other ; and see how he worships 
him ! With what reverence he crouches at 
his feet; with what love he fawns upon him, 
with what dependence he looks up to him, and 
with what alacrity he obeys him. His whole 
soul is wrapped up in his God ; and the powers 
and faculties of his nature are devoted to his 
service ; and these powers and faculties are en- 
nobled by the intercourse. It ouffht to be just 
so with the Christian ; but the dogs put the 
Christians to shame." 



Break your sleep rather than your engage- 
ment. 



The Little Girl's' Pray^ for Tnith« 

O Father, bless a little child. 

And in her early youth 
Give her a spirit good and mild, 

A soul to love the truth. 

May never falsehood, in her heart, 
Nor in her words, abide ; 

But may she act the truthful part. 
Whatever may betide. 



Many spend so much time in detecting the 
path of error, that they never seek the path of 
truth. 
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BtttDS^ 

What is mtyt6 delightfal than the ttBgiilg of 
thirds, in the summer season? What is more 
beasllfal than the dj^ht of them, as they fiy 
from branch to branci , and from post to post? 
How innocent and playful they areu How much 
pleasure and happiness they experience in 
Bach other's society, and in rearing and feeding 
their little ones. 

Children, do you suppose there are any so 
truel as to take their guns and shoot down these 
innocent little fcreatures without cause ^ Do 



you suppose it posi^ble thel'e aro boys so till»| 
moiisiful as to go ont into the woods and stehi 
their Ojrgs, and their littk birds from iheii* 
nests? Do you,«^you who are now reading 
this article, ever do so cru^l and so Wicked a 
thing ? There ar6 many who do it, and some 
who have done it a thousand times. We hope 
if there are any who read this, that haVe eveif 
been guilty of so small, and mean, and wicked 
a transaction, that they will blush and turn 
pal^) and resolve nev«r to do the like agi»in. 



ORIGtNAtk 

UNES. 

It is said of a sweet child who had been pas»- 
sionately fond of flowers, that when dying, he 
exclaimed, '* I see a beautiful flower gardeO) 
let me go ! let me go !" 

A flower of riclwand radiant hae^ 

Of form and beauty rare^ 
Upon a foreign soil once greWy 

And shed its perfeme ^re. 
Awhile it bloomed, so bright and fair. 
Von Would have thought its home was therei 

but When the frosts of Autumn Canu^ 

And chilling minds arose. 
Within its heart the pure life-flame 

No more so brightly glows. 
*TWas pining for its native clime, 
Its warmer air—its oWn spriog-time^ 



'Twas thus, methinks, fair child With thee^ 

Transplanted from above^ 
An incense-bud from heaven's oWn tree^ 

An oflering of its love. 
And thou wert given ^ that We* might know, 

IIow sweet heaven's flowers that bloom beloW» 

How meet thai s«ch»-«the vision bright, 

Should greet thy closingeye \ 
Closing to earthy the brighter light 

Beamed on them, from on high ; 
And meet thy last sweet Words beloWk 
* I see bright flowers, O let me go !' 

Then grieve no more, though lone the bower 

Whence the dear one hath flown, 
He could not bloom, where blight had power ^ 

He sought his own dear home ; 
A peerless flower he will arise, 
In the pure garden of the skies^ 
WarreTiy Mas8\, C. Ot 
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<<Be ye followers of God as dear children.'' Paul. 
Vol. Vn.— Part H. BOSTON AND NEW-YORK, JANUARY 15, 1846. N^. 



Pablished the ]8t and liih of every IBoAib, 

BY JAMES M. USHER. 

Rkv, JOHN G. ADAMS, Editor. 

Publication Offics of thb Gospxl Tbaobbb, No. 25 
Cornhill, Boston. 



Sabbath School Discourse. 

The following is an extract from the dis- 
course recently delivered by Br. Eben Francis, 
before the Sabbath School Conference, at the 
Fifth Universalist Church, in this city. "We 
would give the whole of the excellent discourse 
entire, but our lioiits will hardly permit. Our 
readers will like what we do give them. We 
take our extract from the ** Christian Free- 
man." The text is Ep.hesians 6:4. ** Bring 
ihem up in the nurture and ^monition of the 
Lord." ^ 

To ** bring children up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, is literally (says 
Clarke) to nourish them in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord." In a word, it if» to 
teach them religious truth. This being the 
fact, it is a matter of serioms inquiry as to what 
method, or rather, perhaps, what are some of 

■ the methods to be used in its inculcation. That 
it of right belongs to the parent, first, to do 
this work, is beyond question. This nj in ac- 

' cordance with the letter of the apostle's ex- 
hortation, ** Ye fathers, * * * bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of* the Lord." 
The parent should look with a careful eye to 
this kmd of instruction. Not that I would havb 
them make their children sectarians, in the com- 



mon meaning of that term — for such is the 
avowed objec^ of the efforts that are put forth 
by some denominations of the Christian church; 
but that they should guard against their chil- 
dren's receiving what they believe to be er- 
roneous principles of religious doctrine. I 
would that they should be very cautious on this 
subject. I should be very unwilling, yea, more, 
I would not allow that a child of mme should 
receive such impressions of religion as a Par- 
tisuist or Catholic would give it, were it in my 
power 10 prevent it. At the same time I would 
have it treat with respect the cherished opin- 
ions of others ; to have charity for the indivi- 
duals. And why? Because tome the senti- 
ments of the Partialist or Catholic on religious 
subjects, are, many of them, false ; they aie 
based on error ; and I should wish that the 
little ones — under my charge, as parent, or 
pastor over the flock — might learn truth; in 
fact, be brought up in the ** nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord;" of the great Teacher of 
Bethlehem. Parents or guardians, I say, should 
take this matter in a great measure, into their 
own hands. It is as true with reference to 

early religious habits as it is ou other subjects 

that, 

** Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined." 
I love Christianity too well — or Universal- 
ism, if that term is more forcible here — to me 
they are synonymous — ^I love the gospel too 
well, to be willing that its opposite should crush 
the spirit, pollute the heart, harden the affec- 
tions, mar the soul, or tarnish the beautiful 
conceptions of innocence, in the emblems of the 
kingdom of heaven. I would deal gently with, 
and treat kindly, the sincere believer in it ; yea, 
I would pity and pray for him, even. Still, 
God forbid that I should move my pen, or lift 
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my voice to encourage or aid hira in scattering 
the seeds of his gloomy faith in the minda of 
those children God haa placed wi&in ifty infin- 
ence. 

It is impossihie to keep children ftom getting 
impressions of religions doctrine of some kind. 
If they mingle at all with others, they will hear 
a^at the subject. The young are generally 
communicative, and will talk with each other 
upon any matter that interests them. Is it not 
better then, that parents should see to it that 
their first ideas are true ideas? 

Among the aids of the present day, and the 
most efficient one, to instruct children in the 
principles of Christianity, is the Sunday 
School. It is an institution of modem date, 
aAd in our denomination, at least, for a time 
struggled against opposition ; bpt by its own 
gentle spirit, has «o far overcome this, tliat 
theire are now few, if any, who put their influ- 
ence in the way of its advancement. It h^ 
become an institution firmly established among 
us ; and we look vtrith surprise on a society sus- 
taining the preaching of the word a portion of 
the time only, that has no Sunday School con- 
nected with it. It has become a necessary 
iiLppendage. No society is expected to enjoy a 
long prosperity that makes no provision f^r the 
"Children's Meeting." The advarttag^ of 
them are many. Their blessings, when well 
conducted, with faithful teachers, may not be 
estimated, as one calculates wealth, in dollars 
and cents. They do not propose to take all 
the labor or duty out of the hands of parents m 
^e moral training of their children, but to 
assist, to help to bring them up in the '* nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." 

It is no small task they propose to accomplish . 
It is the fixing deeply and permanently princi- 
ples that shall guide the life, control the actions 
in the years of strife, toil and temptation that 
follow. It is the planting of the seeds of reli- 
gion in the heart; gently watering the soil in 
which they are sown with the dews and rains 
of kindness and love; with watchful care re- 
moving one by one the weeds of error as they 
spring up together with the precious germs of 
holiness ; with anxious solicitude rearing the 
tender plant, helping it to buffet the storms of 
passion, to bow not before the tempests of sin ; 
and then, permitting it to go forth with prayers 
and tears, wi!th hop^s and doubts, that the oud 
80 pure and beautiful, will in a few years blos- 
som and gladden those within its influence, 
without a tinge of impurity from the blackened 
atmosphere of evil around it ; and at last, ti hen 
it shall droop and f^ll away, when it shall crum- 
ble and decay from age, when its mission on 
earth is ended, the perfume of a good name 
shall remain long after it has returned to its 
parent dust. 

It was in behalf of something like this I was 



to speak this evening. To commend to your 
foiKtenng regard the nursery of the church. 
To speak the word of remembrance of the little 
meeting the children love. To solicit your 
best feelings, your besft efforts towards it. 

I have said the Sunday School wa» an aid 
to the parent in the performance of his duty. 
•What father has tried it and found it otherwise t 
What mother has sent her children to it, and 
thought for a moment cm its influences for good 
upon her offspring, and not prayed for God's 
blessing on the sacrificing^ devoted teacher? 
What teacher has attended punctually at his 
post, in storm and sunshine, and received the 
cheerful greeting of warm hearted pupils, with 
well conned lesiBoim and erailmff coutit^ances, ; 
who has been meanly rewarded for his labors 
of love! It is a holy office. The n.eek, the 
pure in heart, the trustful, the loving, only, 
should strive for it. The ffreatest of earth may j 
not be compared with the faithful Sunday j 
School Teacher. In the light of Christian per- 
fection he is inferior to none. His sceptre is 
love ; his message is the gospel of the grace 
of God ; his garments are righteousness ; his 
attendants are truth, justice and. purity; and 
his words are to mould inimortal minds ; the 
ynung in his hands are to be aided in forming 
true characters. If faithful , he has his reward , i 
though he may dsk for none. The language ' 
of Jesus on a certain occasion was, ** Whoso- • 
ever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of 
a disciple, verily I say unto you. He shall in no j 
wise lose his reward." — Matt, x : 42. ! 

The Sabbath School is an aid to the parent, 
in presenting^ religion under attractive forms ; 
in commending Christian truth in a pleading 
manner. The great object of those who have 
classes in it, is, or should be, always to make 
their instruction interesting-w Jesus always' in- 
terested the people when he preached. '* They 
were astonished at his doctrine, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes." 

Is one a teacher of Christ's gospel? let him 
/cc/it himself, and then instruct with the autho- 
rity, the earnestness of one who knows he has 
the truth. He then will never fail to interest 
hispupijs. 

The young are fond of society ; they enjoy 
the company of those of their own age ; they 
learn much from each other. In the Sunday 
School they meet and mingle together ; they 
participate in the prayer, the singing and other 
devotional exercises. If the hand of, the good 
teacher is extended towards them, the affec- 
tionate grasp is remembered ; they speak of it 
to one another ; their .young spirits are glad- 
dened. The teacher cannot tell what a power- 
ful influence a word, an act^ only of his may 
have upon his scholars. Let him therefore 
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have a guard' over hhnself,'and strive by all 
suitable meanato * ' bring tJiem up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord,^^ Amen. 



From the Eastern Argiur. 
THE GUARDIAN. 

BT MRS. CASE. 

There is a little floating form, 

I cannot bid away ; 
It Cometh in the darkest hour, 

It Cometh in the day 
With soft blue eyes, so' full and bright. 
And fair hair touched with holden light. 

That face amidst earth's living forms, 

^Mind eyes no more may see. 
Yet' in life's triW and tempted hours 

It shineth oft on me. 
Why is it round my pathway sent, 
Like &ith's serene embodiment ? 

It hath its missbn, well I know, 

Nor would I Joose its spell. 
For life's most hallowingrthoughto are those 

That in its presence dwell. 
And o^^r my soul it sheds a sense 
•Of beauty, deathless, calm, intense. 

It cotneth not when by the bed 

Of fear and pain I stand. 
And strive to place the staflT of faith ^ 

Within the dying band. 
And throw a gleam of heavenly light 
Along death's path of gatherbg night ; 

Not when all earthly hopes are quelled. 
When eyes are wet with teai^s. 

As memory looks far down the gloom 
Of sad and wasted years ; 

Ajad prayer but only asks to know 

The work that God would have me do ; 

Nor when the soul with ain's strong host 

Successfully hath striven, 
' When conscience hath a voice of peace 

And errors seem forgiven, 
And perfect trust and perfect love 
Have filled it with the bliss above. 

It Cometh in the worldly hour 

When vanities stand high. 
And fading pomp and passing power 

Look glorious to mine eye, — 
And then with chastened heart I feel 
Earth's nothingness upon me steal. 



When memories of deceit and wnmg. 
Have stirred the pulse of pride. 

And feelings near allied to scorn 
Sweep with rebellious tide ; 

It bendeth near, that sweet, young face. 

And all unholy thoughts give place. 

It weareth naught of stem rebuke. 

Nor yet of quick surprise ; 
But an unvarying calmness dwells 

In the deep, pensive eyes. 
And when their rays fall on my l^art. 

They bid all sternness, thence depart 

Oh, sure its holy work must be 

To win the soul from wrong. 
Until it be unto itself 

A world of light and 8ong« 
With every feeling pure and mild. 
As dreams that haunt a cradled child. 

Ah ! heaven hath many a gentle power 

Above, around^ within, 
That Btriveth with the human heart 

To put away, its sio. 
And build within the land of thought 
That kingdom yfhi^h eur Savior taiu'ghU 



Wise dayiiigs. 

Solomon said, maiiy oentniies ago, *^ Even 
a child is known by his doings, whether his 
work be jpure anc| whether it l^ right.*' 

Some people seem to think that children 
have no character at all. On the contrary, an 
observing eye sees in these young creatures 
the signs of what they are likely to be ibr life. 

When I see a little boy slow to go to school 
and glad of every e:^cu8e to neglect his book, 
I think it a sign that he will be a dunce. 

When I see' a boy in haste to spend every 
penny as soon as he geti^ it, I thiiik it a sign 
that he will be a spendthrift. 

When I see a boy hoarding up his pennies, 
and unwilling to part with them for any good 
pavpose, I think it a sign that he will be a 
miser. 

When I see a boy or a girl always looking 
out for themselves, and dislike to share good 
things with others, I think it a sign that the 
child will grow up a very selfish person. 

When I see boys and girls often quarrelling, 
I think it a sign that they will be violent and 
hateful men and women. 

When I see a little boy willing to taste 
strong dhnk, I think it a a^ign that he will be a 
drunkard. 

When I see a boy who never prays, I think 
it a sign that he will be a profligate man. 
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When I see a child obedient to itn parents, 
I think it a sign of great future blessings from 
Almighty God. 

When I see a boy fond of the Bible, and well 
acquainted with it, I think it a sign that he will 
be a pious and happy man. 

And thongh great changes sometimefe take 
place in the character, yet, as a general rule, 
these signs do not fail. — Christian Mirror, 



From the Chriitian Keep-sake for 1887. 
The Death of the Last Child. 

BT REV. THOMAS DALX, A. M. 

Farewell, my young blossom ! 

The fairest, the fleetest : 
The pride of my bosom, 

Tbe last — and the sweetest ! 
On thee my heart centred 

All hopes earth coold cherish : 
The spoiler hath entered. 

And thou, too, must perish ! 

I see thy bloom wasting. 

And cannot restore it ; 
The end now is hasting — 

' Tis vain to deplore it. 
Conld prayi^rs detain thee, 

As pale thou art lying, 
I would not enchain thee 

To live ever-dying I 

To linger, to languish — 

That life may be sorrow : 
Through the night pain and anguish — 

No rest on the morrow. 
Oh,*soon may deep slumber 

In mercy steal o*er thee ! 
Earth can but enconnter. 

And heaven's before thee ! 

Oh, loveliest ! Oh, dearest ! 

When angnish oppressed thee 
My arm still was nearest. 

My prayer still hath blessed thee ! 
'But now all is ended ! 

How welcome that sighing ? 
My prayer hath ascended, 

'Tis heard i— she is dying. 
My God ! I adore thee ! 

Receive the freed spirit 
In gladness before thee, 

A crown to inherit ! 
Take the gem that thou gavest ; 

Take the flower thou dost sever ; 
Take the soul that thou savest^ 

It is thine, and forever ! 



God seea U all His Weeks. 

A TALK FROM THE GXRMAN. 

In thaj beautiful part of Germany which bor- 
ders on the Rhine, there is a noble castle whieh, 
as you travel on tbe western bank of the river, 
you may see lifting its ancient towers on the op- 
posite side, above the grove of trees about as old 
as itself. 
About forty years ago, there lived \t\ tliat castle 

a noble gentleman, whom we shall call Baron . 

He had only one son, who was not only a com- 
fort to his father, but a blessing to all who lived 
on his father's land. 

It happened on a certain occasion that this 
young man being from home, there came a Flrench 
gentleman to see the castle, who beffan to talk of 
his heavenly Father in terms that chilled the old 
man's blood ) on which the Baron reproved him, 
saying, *-*• Are you not afraid of oflending God. 
who reigns above, by speakingjinaucha manner?' 
The gentleman said he knew nothing about God, 
for he had never seen him. The Baron this time 
did not notice what the gentleman said, but the 
next morning took him about his castle grounds, 
and took occasion first to show him a very beau- 
tiful picture that hung on the wall. The gentle- 
man admired the picture very much, and said, 
** whoever drew this picture knows very well how 
to use the pencil." 
*' My son drew that picture," said the Baron. 
*< Then your son is a clever man,*' replied the 
gentleman. 

The Baron then went with his visiter into the 
garden, and showed him many beautiful flowers 
and plantations of forest trees. 

*« Who has the ordering of this garden ?" asked 
the ffentleman. 

"My son," replied the Baron; **he knows 
every plant, I may say, from the cedar of Lebanon 
to the hyssop on the wall." 

" Indeed, ss^d the gentleman, ** I shall think 
very highly of him soon." 

The Baron then took him into the villitfe, and 
showed him a small, neat cottage, where his son 
had esiablishitd a school, and where he caused all 
children who had lost their parents to be received 
and nourished at his own expense. The children 
in the house looked so innocent and so happy, 
that the gentleman was very much pleased, and 
when he returned to the castle he said to the Ba- 
ron, ** what a happy man you are to have so good 
a son !" 

** How do you know I have so good a son V* 
" Because J have seen his works, and know 
that he must be good and clever, if he ha9 done 
all that you have ^howed me." 
** But you have not seen him." 
*^ No, but I know him very well, because I 
judge of him by his works." 

*^ True," replied the Baron, *< and in this way 
I judge of the character of our heavenly Fathttr. 
I know by his works/thatheis a being of infinite 
wisdom, power, and goodness." 

The Frenchman felt the force of the reproof, 
and was careibl not to oflend the good Baron any 
more by his remarks. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEACHEU. 



GOSPEL TEACHER. 



BOSTON, JANUARY 15, 1840. 

Onr Risingr GeneratioD. 

There is perhaps no complaint more general 
among parents in this age, than one concerning 
the disobedience of their children. Said a 
mother,,*' children now, do not obey as they 
did when I was a girl.'' A friend remarked, 
'* children now-a-days are disobedient and dis- 
respectful. How diflferently they behave from 
the children when I was a boy." 

It is true, friends — it is moarnful fathers and 
mothers — but where is the fault ? Did you ever 
inquire ? Your parents obliged you to be obedi- 
ent. They required you to be respectful. Had 
they reared your children, they too would have 
been compelled to yield obedience and respect. 
" Well, well," says a mother of 1846, ** I do 
not approve of severity or sternness when chil- 
dren do wrong." We know it, friends and pa- 
rents. Here is your mistake. In avoiding 
what you call severity in the family govern- 
ment of your parents, which is indeed nothing 
but the exercise of a judicious firmness and 
proper parental authority, you have suffered 
an unwarranted indulgence, an overweening 
tenderness to disannul your authority. Is it 
not so ? If you say to your child, in reply to a 
vequest, ** No— -you had better not go ;" or 
*' you should not do so ;" and your child de- 
sires its own way in the affair, do. you not too 
often yield to the child, ** rather than have a 
fussV^ Methinksy^ur mother and father did 
not thus, but insisted that tJieir wHl should be 
your will — their pleasure your pleasure— their 
better experience your guide. It were better for 
/ the world, if their righteous example were 
^ener followed. 

We may set down as one never failing cause 
of disrespect to parents, a connivance at the 
child's faults by one parent toward the other, 
and alas ! and actual protection of the child by 
one, from a merited, necessary and anticipated 
i^buke from the other parent.. Parents must 
maintain self-respect, or they cannot secure re- 
spect from their children. 

In the train of disobedience and disrespect 
among children at home, follow wilfulness and 



duplicity towards parents, a deplorable waalof 
affection between brothers and sisters, defiance 
of the laws of propriety abroad, positive violft- 
tious of the requirements of etiquette and de* 
corum in public places, an ungainly, disgustini^ 
boldness and pertness in girls, an embodied im- 
pudence in boys, almost every where. 

But what is the remedy? 

Instruct yourselves in relation to your duty 
as parents ; often consult and commune with 
each other respecting your family government^ 
that your commands may not conflict, that one 
may not sanction what the other may disap- 
prove ; and understanding your duty be sure to 
discharge it, though your child may suflfor dis- 
appointment in its plans and wishes, and regard 
your laws as too restrictive. Manifest always 
a respect for each other's commands ; and 
aho^fe aD, as you love your God, your childxen, 
your race and yourselves, be careful not to aid 
your child in disobeying the expressed or implied 
command of either' parent. Should you consent 
to such a course, the foundation of ftmily go- 
vernment is removed, and you can expect only 
to realize waywardness and utter contempt of 
wholesome correction or advice among your 
children. Unavailing regrets will eome at n 
period in your lives when ^u would wish to 
enjoy peace, and neglect, when you would de» 
sire to be cherished and loved by those child- 
ren whom the Lord has given you. 



A place and a dnty for the hnmbtest* 

We need not be great that we may be good. 
We need not be wise that we may bo worthy. 
We need not be rich or powerful that we may 
relieve a fellow- creature of his distress^ or turn 
a brother from his folly. Our merit as discij^es 
is not measured by the number of deeds we 
perform — not by the extent of our influenee ; 
but by our sincerity and faithfulness as follow- 
ers of our Master, and our devotion in the little 
or large circle in which God has designed we 
should move. "Stranger, if the world show- 
er her pearl and gold wide of thy path, and if 
the voice of praise or sympathy come never 
nigh thee, nor conscious proof of usefohMBS 
console thy life, and thou thinkest that thy be^ 
isg is diTorced from purpose, yet be not dis» 
quieted : fret not thy gentle fancy with sueh 
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tlMHigkt: % breathing has t& betii^. The 
lonely iawer is telling thee that God is pleased 
wkh that which in its appointed place, but 
. bttds, and blooms and dies ; it liyes to diew 
tilte, Uiat while the whirlwind executcfth wxath, 
aod the bieeze conveyeth mercy, ^ those aha 
serve, who only stand and tcait,* Possess thy. 
soul in peace ; ripple not the current of thy 
y^stB bypiningf &r regret, for he that fashioned 
t&ee in secret,^ curiously wrought thee in con- 
tinuance,' sees a use in thy existence : 
<< 'Tis Natvre*8 law that nothing shall exist 
Divorced fi-om good-^ epirit and a pulse of good. 
A lif^and seal to every mode of being 
laseparably linked !" 



T)ie Old Year* 

Another year has passed away, and our spi* 
xiimd teadbens bid us reflect and inquire what 
Ire^ have done of good or evil. We may well 
nquire, whal>i» a year — and what has the past 
year bees to us. We all know a year contains 
twvilife monihs, four seasons, three hundred 
abrtf-^nre days, eight thousand seven hundred 
and sixty hours, five hundred twenty-five thou- 
aeJi^^ spc hundred minutes of time. And all 
tibia time of the past year has been given us 
fer improvement, for progression in knowledge 
]»id goodness. 

Allowing ourselves one month of time, we 
have had opportunities to have formed twelve 
resolutions for individual improvement in mind 
and^moicala, and thirty days to carry oiit those 
r^pdntions ; thus manifesting, if we have faith- 
C^lgr i]:i^raved our time, that we have taken 
^m^e steps in the path of virtue, hitherto un- 
t*odd«B hy ns. Surely twelve righteous reso- 
Imtletts, YieU performed by each of us, must ef- 
iset much individual purity and goodness in 



Wfe have had four opportunities of ninety 
dtntieaoh, in which we could have made spe- 
<M effiwrta to reUeve the world of some of the 
^Mosand evils that prevail among mankind, 
fbkir opportunities for special efforts to aid in 
te great reforms of the day. How ? By well 
diseeeted exertions to effect a change for good 
in the little oirde where every one of us has 
a^ share of influence^ If, then, we have been 
iiiithfal, can we doubt ^at the world is better 



for our labours the past year ^ Qai) ii )»e tl^t 
any of us have su£^red even ene season to 
come 93&d pass, leaving us so selfish, so hard- 
hearted, or so sensual that we would not make 
an effort for the good of our fellow-creatures? 
God forbid! " 

Allotting ourselves one dayfor the perform- 
ance of little deeds of benevolence, kindness^ 
courtesy, love and gratitude in our dealings 
with kindred, or friends, or strangers — the 
rich or the poor, how many opportunities we 
have had for advancement toward Christian per- 
fection. 

Allowing a moment or minute for the exer- 
cise of a goodly thought, how many thousands 
of opportunities have been given us for ad- 
vancement in holiness. A minute — a thought ! 
How quickly sped ! How small is each, yet im- 
portant, every one ! Our moments are our years, 
our thoughts our characters* Blessed are those 
whose moments and thoughts are alike faith- 
fully improved. 



An Incident. 

The following incident will show the im- 
portance of strict veracity in teachers, if they 
would exeit a good influence over their pupilp. 

A little boy was sent to school regularly by 
his parents ; but would frequently leave at the 
intermission and go home. His parents as o^ten 
rebuked him for disobeying their orders* 

One day, when he came home, his mother 
asked him why he had been so naughty. He 
replied, ** I do not want to go to her schooL 
She tells lies. She tells the boys she will whip 
them, and she doesn't. She tells lies." 

This child, like most chtldien, viras capahie 
of detecting inconsistency in adults. Tiid 
course of this teacher made a deep impressida 
on the mind of this little boy ; but it destroyed 
his confidence in her, and respect for heir. 
Therefore, he did not wish to go to her school* 
She was inconsistent with herself. Her in- 
structions to her pupils and her example disa- 
greed. Teachers should be careful that their 
precepts are sustained by example as they wallb 
before their pupils. Remember this teacher* 
and the little boy. He was sent to another 
school, and was faithful. J. M. U. 
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Pastoral TisUii^ig. 

There are many good and tfue friends of our 
pastors who think at* times of the negligence 
of ^eir pastor in his visits to them, and yet 
who do not realize the many unavoidable du- 
ties of this same pastor. We wish there could 
l^e a better understan<}ing in reference to this 
subject, and we believe there will be. We find 
^e following, copied from the " Presbyterian 
Herald," a western paper. There is not a little 
truth in it. While we would not justify a neg- 
ligent pastor, we would have all our societies 
sympathise with a working one. Read this — 
it will answer for all Christian denominations 
among us. 

" Again, churches often demand of their 
pastors an amount of labor in the shape of pas- 
toral visitation and preaching, which it is im^ 
possible for them to render. A distinguished 
father in the ministry once remarkeclto us, 
that he had never yet met with a congregation, 
attached to their minister, that was satisfied 
with the amount of visitation which he per- 
formed. If he came once in three months, 
they were ever ready to meet him with the in- 
quiry, *whydovou not come oftener?' And. 
no matter how ftequently he repeated his vi- 
sits, they were ever ready to make larger de- 
mands upon his time.' That the congregation 
should desire to see their spiritual guide often, 
is to be expected and desired ; but that they 
should take offence if he does not come every 
month or two, is most unreasonable. That 
pastor who performs all his other duties faith- 
fully, and visits his whole flock twice during 
the year, if it be of an ordinary size, may be 
set down as a man of remarkable diligence in 
the discharge of his duties. We have but to 
glance at the amount of labor which he has to 
perform, to see the truth of his statement. His 
first duties are to his own family, which must 
be provided for, and attended to, in health and 
in sickness. His study must not be neglected, 
ind dX least four hours out of the twenty-four, 
in all ordinary circumstances, should be spent 
in it. He must entertain all who call upon him, 
both strangers and members of his own charge, 
or they will consider themselves slighted. He 
must visit all the sick, and attend all the fiine- 
' rals and weddings of his congregation. He 
must assist his ministerial brethren at their sa- 
cramental meetings, attend the meetings of Sy- 
nods and Presbyteries, and devote at least a 
small portion of his time in missionary labor 
among the destitute in his vicinity. If, then, 
he has seventy-five families connected with his 
congregation, either directly or indirectly, he 
must visit three of them every week in the 



year to get round the whole every six months. 
Considering the amount of time that is to be 
devoted to other labors, this is as much as can 
reasonably be demanded* of any pastor; and 
the frequent complaints which are heard against 
pastors on this score, are without foundation. 
Less than this, under ordinary circumstances, 
could not well be dispensed with, for no man 
can adapt his instructions to the peculiar condi- 
tion of his 'fiock, unless by pastoral visitation 
and conversation he makes himself acquainted 
with their spiritual wants. His preaching with- 
out ^his will be like th^ prescriptions of a phy- 
sician who deals out his medicines without in- 
quiring into the{nature of the diseases which he 
is endeavoring to cure." 



New Year's Presents. 

** I wish you a Happy New Year," has been 
merrily passed from friend to friend sometimes 
without sincerity, sometimes because others say 
so, sometimes to wring a gift from aa acquaint- 
ance. Some have spoken these words, and 
tendered a beautiful token as a seal of affection 
and esteem. Many matrons and sires have 
given their last pledge of faithful love and 
tender solicitude with their last New Year*B 
wish on the earth. 

We like the custom of presenting gifts at 
the opening of the new year. We ijways va- 
lued a token from a friend given on New Year's 
Day if no more than a picture from a playmate, 
or a worn knife from an honest hearted youth. 
Through all the years of youth, every book, 
every trinket was carefully preserved, that had 
been besto\<^ed as a new year's gift. And tears 
have fallen on many a Jeaf that had borne the 
name of a friend fallen asleep, who presented 
the little book on New Year's Day, 

While we wish our readers * A Happy New 
Year,' we wish them an abundance of pretty 
presents from dear friends. 



« Altars of Nature.'' 

This is the title of an original Sabbath 
School Opera, written by Br. Abel C. Thomas, 
of Cincinnati. It was written for his Sabbath 
School, and has been forwarded to other schools 
as a token of remembrance. We heartily 
thank him for his present of it to us. It is well 
conceived, and ingeniously drawn up ; though 
there is rather too much toork in it for ordinary 
exhibitions. We should have preferred a shorter 
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article. However, others naay admire it for its 
lenu[th; So we bid it a welcome , and a long 
run. 



Unitarian Sunday Scliool Celebration. 

The Sunday School connected with the Uni- 
tarian Society in this town, held its annual 
celebration this day. And a very pleasant and 
profitable occasion it was. At 2 o'clock, P. M., 
the school assembled in the church. After the 
several introductory services, Mr. George .W 
Keene, superintendent of the school, gave a 
truly Christian welcome to all who were pre- 
sent, in the following words : 

** Ladies, Gentlemen, and Friends : — We 
are happy to greet you here. Friendship's 
promptings bid you welcome here for a high 
and holy purpose. Friends and strangers — 
strangers, did I say ? I will not ; for how can 
there be strangers heret We greet you as 
friends, to participate with us in the services of 
the present occadon." After other remarks, 
breathing the same spirit, and perdnently ap- 
propriate to the occasion, he introduced Rev. 
F. T. Gray, of Boston, who addressed the chil- 
dren with admirable success. We weuld be 
most happy to report his address, did our limits 
permit. Suffice it to say, he presented the 
great truths of the Gospel in a style eminently 
calculated, to make an indelible impression. 
He was follo\red by Rev. Wm. Algw, of Cam- 
bridge, and Hon. Stephen C. ^^hilipps, of Sa- 
lem, who spoke with power to the children. 

After the exercises in the church, the school 
adjourned to the town hall, where an abun- 
dance of the good things of this life were in 
readiness, upon which to feast the body. The 
repast was prepared by the ladies, who deserve 
gi eat credit for the faithfulness with which 
they discharged their duty. The hall was most 
beautifully decorated with evergreens, pines, 
and such other trimmings as are used at this 
season of the year for such purposes. Directly 
in front of the door, as we entered the hall, 
was placed a large pine tree, with its branches 
extending in ever}' direction, and each branch 
loaded with gifts for the scholars. The school 
was called to order by the superintendent, and 
a blessings craved by Kev.,Mr. Tillotson, (Uni- 
versalist,) after w^hich the children and their 
numerous friends prdved that they were expert 
workmen in removing the provision which was 
prepared for them. This done, the children 
were again called to order and formed into a 
ring, marching round the hall, as they passed by 
the tree loaded with rich treasure, the gifts were 
taken from it and given into the hands of those 
for whom they were prepared. This was a 
Dftost happy sight. While the voices of the 
children were sounding God's praises, their 



hands were filled with his bounties. This oc- 
casion will long hie remembered by me as eue 
of great Interest. Friend Keene is just the 
man for such a station. What more honorable 
station could he hold ? 

In the Evening, 

An address to Teachers was delivered by 
Hon. S. C. Philips, of Salem. This address 
was rich in thought, and pure in sentiment. 
»We have seldom listened to one in which we 
were more interested. It was true — it wa» 
Christian. He was followed by Mr. J. Ba-, 
chellor and Rev.. Mr. Tillotson, who spoke to 
Parents in reference to their duties. We f^el 
that this was truly a profitable occasion for that 
school, and all who were present. Such meet- 
ings, where the pure spirit of Christ is breath- 
ed, cannot but do good. May God's richest 
blessings rest upon this school — upon the de- 
voted teachers — ^the faithful superintendent, 
and the worthy pastor. 

Lynn, Dec. 25th. J. M. U. 



The Beautifal Worid. 

'^ Oh, I do not wish tp die ; I canH die and 
leave my mother and father, never to see them 
again! I can't die, I am sure!" said a little 
girl to her sister. 

** But when you die, Lilly, you will go to the 
Beautiful World," said her sister. '< Mother 
and jfather will come there, and all ouv frieiid» 
who have died will be there. And you will be 
happier than ever you were in your life, Lilly ; 
you never can be so happy here as you will be 
in the Beautiful World." 

The mother of those dear girls remarked, 
'^ my little Caroline has some beautiful ideaa 
of Heaven now, which I hope she never will 
lose." May that hope be realized, thy prayer 
be answered fond mother ! 

Surely, ** out of the mouth of babes is 
strength ordained and praise perfected ! ' ' Chil- 
dren in our midst are teaching us to be strong 
in faith and hope. Mark how the innocent soul 
of the child expands, and lisea, and delights in 
its blessed thoughts of a life beyond the grave, 
ere the fascinations of this world and the evil 
influences of society have soiled its purity 
or trespassed upon its secret meditations. And 
if the seed-time of life be so beautifully im^ 
pressed, who will not say the harvest shall in^ 
deed be glorious. 

Christian mothers, will you not, then, before 
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evil shall preswcupy the minds of your chil 



dren, instruct them in the holy troths of th^ in submission to His will! 
r>, I - -»# XT A V anous causes have br 

Gospel? M H. A. ^__„* ««fi.w.,««*^ «««j 



ORIGINAL. * 

WorcMter Asylvm. , 

Ba. Adams : While on a recent exoBrsion to 
Worcester, I improved the opportunity to visit 
the Lunatic Asylum, which, as your young 
readers are aware, is situated in that town. 

It is not necessary that I should describe the 
building , as a correct drawing of it is found in 
many of our school books, but, with your 
leave, I will say a few words, in the Teacher, 
ooncern^g other matters connected with the 
institution. 

I called at the Asylum in company with seve 
ral friends, and we were kindly welcomed by 
Br. Woodward, the Superintendent, and in- 
vited to see the inmates, which invitation we 
gladly accepted. The number of unfortunate 
beings present, jvas three hundred and eighty- 
three ! They seemed, generally, much happier 
than I had expected to find them ; yet it was 
a most sad and mekncholy sight, to see so 
many of our fellow-creatures secluded from the 
world, because their reason was dethroned, and 
the light that was in them had gone out in 
darkness. Most of them seemed glad to see 
us,, and they were pleased to receive a bow 
from us, which they very politely returned. 
Some of them we conversed with : one man 
assured us that he was not alive — that he had 
been d^ad for several years, and knew all that 
was done in the eternal world. An9th«r fol- 
lowed us wherever we went, frequently ex- 
pressing his thanks to us for calling, and bid- 
ding us welcome to the institution, which, he 
saia, was entirely ander his control. Several 
were reading aloud, aad did not appear to no- 
tice us; and two sedate looking men were 
deeply engaged in a game of checkers. Some 
appeared sad and gloomy, and anxious to be 
delivered from their confinement. The larger 
number were males ; still I was surprised to 
see there so many females, and among them, 
several girls. All their rooms were very neat, 
and from the appearance of the inmates, I con- 
clude the best attention is paid to them. 

There is a large hall connected with the 
building, in which they assemble, daily, for 
religious exercises. Nearly all of them attend 
on these occasions, and they have a good choir 
of vocal and instrumental performers from 
among themselves. Rev. Mr. Allen, the chap- 
lain, told me that he had never had so orderly 
a congregation in any other place. This may 
appear strange, bat I have oilen heard it re- 
loarkedy that the insane are always calm during 
a season of prayer. They seem, at such times, 



to realize the presence of the Deity, and bow 



Various causes have brought them to their 
present unfortunate condition. With some, 
their insanity is a natural infirmity ; some are 
the victims of their own vice and folly, and 
some of an unsound and unjustifiable religious 
excitement ! Was it the pure gospel of Christ, 
think you, that turned their reason into folly, 
and drove them to despair? Does the New 
Testament tell us, that the preaching of Jesus 
ever occasioned insanity ? Were devils ever en- 
throned in a human soul, as the result of His 
doctrine ? We read that he cast the legions outy 
and restc»'ed the insane to their ri^ winds. 
And can the same spirit of healing love, pro- 
duce a contrary effect at the present day^ If 
the doctrines of any sect, or party, tend to <fe- 
stroy the reason of man, and put out the light 
that is in him, is it not, rather, conclusive evi- 
dence that such ar§ not the doctrines of the Sa- 
vior? We think so, and we bless God that he 
sent his Son, not to destroy men, but to save 
them. O that all might learn of him, who 
spent his life in doing good! 

Let me beseech you, my young friends, to 
improve the opportunities which you enjoy, for 
becoming acquainted with the doetrines of Jesus. 
Do not neglect your Sabbath School, but be 
always punctual, and study to obtain that wis^ 
dom, and that grace, which alone can afford 
you any security against the evils and the mis- 
fortunes of life, l^u are now sowing the seed 
which shall produce a harvest of good or evil, 
in your fritnre lives. 

A belief in the truth, as it is in Jesus, — a 
firm reliance upon God, — and a faithful per- 
formance of all the duties of life — ^thes^ things 
are required of you.. Remember them, to do 
them, and your's shall be a happy lot. 

auxTlestmon, Dec. 13, 1845. P. H. S- 



Sabbath School Conference. 

The next quarterly meeting of the friends of 
the Sunday School cause, will be held, with 
the teachers and brethren, at Camdridgeport, 
in the TJniversalist Chapel, on the first Wed- 
nesday of February (4th) at half-past 2, P. M.- 
Br. A. Highborn will preach the customary 
sermon in the evening. 

N. B.—Brs. Fay, Skinned and Mellen will 
remember their appointment to prepare busi- 
ness and give due notice. Per order, 

E. FRANCIS. 



ICF* A notice of Br, 
** Present fh)ro Julia' 



Cobb's new book, and 
in our next. 
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EUzalbeth Fry. 

Perhaps many of my readers have never 
heard or read of the individual whose name 
I baye just written. If so, they are entirely 
ignorant of one of the best, and therefore 
greatest women with whom the world has 
b^en blessed ; and I think I cannot more pro- 
fitably occupy a portion of our paper, than by 
presenting a sketch of her life and character, 
prepared from an article in the New York 
Observer, copied frorti the Norfolk (Eng.) 
News. 

Elizabeth Frt wi^s the daughter of John 
Gumey, of the County of Norfolk, England, 
and was born in the year 1780. Early iq lif<^ 
eke was remarkable for that kindness which 
in later years became so serviceable to her 
fellow-creatures ; and as she grew up her love 
pi all around her became a marked and set- 
tled feature in her character. While <}uite 
young she took great delight in forming and 
teaching a school on her father's premises, for 
tbe poor children of the neighborhood. The 
influence which she here obtained by her 
gentle authority and kind instructioi^s was re- 
markable, and indicated the eminence in this 
respect to which she should aAerward attain. 

In her youth she became a consistent and 
exemplary member of the society of Friends, 
or Quakers ; of vfhom it may be said, that no 
body of Christians ever exhibited in a greater 
degree the practical influences of the spirit of 
Christ. She adopted the plain dre^s and 
simple speech l^ which that society is distin- 
C[ui§hed, and did not learn in vain its more im- 
portant characteristics, peaceand benevolence. 
Her growth in Christian grace did not unfit 
her for the social endearments of life, but in 
her case, as in all dthers, rendered her more 
cfipahle of enjoyiig, and of contributing to the 
enjoyment of the home circle. 

In the year 18jOO, at the age of twenty, she 
married Joseph Fry, of London, and removed 
to that city, where her husband's business was 
transacted. Here new scenes of interest and 
duty awaited her. Sl^e bepc^me the moUier of 



a numerous young family, over whom she ex- 
^ed the tenderest maternal care ; yet her do- 
mestic relations did not prevent her laboring 
with constant zeal and assiduity for the benefit 
of her felloMT-creatures* The poor found in 
her an uiffailing friend, and numerous indeed 
were the instances in wfoi^h cases of distress 
were first personally examined by her, and a A 
terwayil efl^tually relieved.^ She was eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame, and the cause 
which she knew not, she searched otU, 

Deeply impressed by her own expeiienee 
with a s^hse of the value of the Gospel, she 
felt it to be a nepessary duty to declare it to 
others; and in consequence, according to the 
usages of Friends, she became a preacher of 
that sect. In the course of her labors in this 
character, ^e travelled extensively in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and on the conti- 
nent of Europe ; and thus found abundant 
opportunities of manifesting the spirit of the 
Gospel, as welF as of proclaiming its doc« 
trines, as she understood them. These oppor- 
tunities were faithfully improved* She visited 
hospitals, prisons, and lunatic asylums, and 
often addressed the inmates of these and other 
institutions^ in a manner remarkably adapted 
to the state of her hearers. Well did she know 
hew to find her woy to the heart and under- 
standing of the child at school, the sufibrers-on 
a sick bed, the corrupt and hardened crimi- 
nal, and even the wild and wandering maniac } 
and thousands, both in her native land, and in 
foreign countries, have risen up around her, 
and called her blessed. 

The leading object of her benevolent exer- 
tions was the improvement of the condition, 
physical and moral, of prisoners. At an early 
period of her life in Loudon, she was inform- 
ed of the terrible condition of the female pri- 
soners in Newgate, the chief prison of Lon- 
don. The part of the prison allotted to them 
was a scene of the wildest disorder.. Swear- 
ing, drinking, gambling, and fighting, were 
their only employments; filth and corruption 
prevailed on every side. Notwithstanding the 
warnings of the turnkeys, that her purse and 
watch, and even her life, would be endanger- 
ed, sh^ resolved to go in without any protec- 
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tioo, and to face this disorganized oiultitude. 
After being locked up with them, she address- 
ed then) with her usual dignity, power, and 
gentleness ; soon calnied their fury, and fixed 
their attention, and proposed to theoi a variety 
of rules for the regulation of tl^eir coaducl;, to 
which, after her bind and lucid explanations, 
they all gave a hearty consent. Her visits 
were repeated again and again ; and wilh the 
assistance of a committee of ladies, which she 
had formed for the purpose, she soon brought 
her riiles to heal" upon the poor degraded cri- 
minals. Within a very short time the whole 
scene was marvellously changed. Like the 
n^niac of Gennesaret, from whom the legion 
of demons hf^d been cast out, these once wild 
and wretched creatures, were seen neatly 
clothed, busily employed, arranged uncler the 
care of monitors, with a matron at the head 
of them, and, coo^paratively speaking, in their 
right mind. 

Every morning they were assehibled in one 
of the wards of the prison, when a chapter of 
Bcripture was read aloud in their hearing, 
either by the matt on, or by one of the visiting 
ladies. On one particular morning of the 
week, it was Elizabeth Fry*s regular practice 
to attend on these occasions,, and to read the 
Bible herself to the prisoners. This office she 
performed with peculiar power and sweetness. 
The appropriate modulations of her deeply- 
toned voice gave great^eftect to her reading, 
and the practical comments which she often 
added^ after a sol^imn pause of dlence, aiid 
sometimes a melodious prstyer in conclusion, 
were the frequent means, under Divine influ- 
ence, of melting the hearts of all present. The 
prison was open, on the appointed morning, 
to any visiters whom she chose to admit ; and 
hex readings were attended by a multitude of 
persons, both English atui foreign/ including 
many of high raqk and station in the world, 
who were all anxious to witness this eztri^or- 
dinary scene of order and reformation. It 
might often be observed, that the poor prisoti- 
ers themselves, and the visitors of every class, 
were equally aftected. AH were addressed as 
ttnners ; all directed to him who is the Savior 
from sin. 



But the attention of Elizabeth Fry and her 
associates was not entirely confined to New- 
gate. The female criminals in some other 
prisons of the metropolis soon came under 
their care, and after the successful formation 
of the " British Ladies' Society, for the refor- 
mation of female prisoners," (which has now 
continued its useful eftbrts and interesting an* 
nual meetings for more than twenty years,) a 
similar care was extended, by means of asso* 
ciated committees, to most of the principal 
prisons in Great Britain and Ireland* Subse- 
quently the plans of Elizabeth Fry were 
adopted (chiefly in consequence of her own 
influence and correspondence,) in many pi 
the prisons of France, Holland, Denmark, 
Prussia, &c. ; and have been acted on with 
much success at Philadelphia, and elsewhere 
in the United States. The great object of the 
British Society was to place the female in- 
mates of these several prisons under the care 
of matrons and other officers of their own sex; 
and to arrange a plan for th^ir being constant- 
ly visited and superintended by benevolent 
ladies. 

Numerous and satisfactory wpre the in- 
stances of reform which took place under the 
immediate notice of Elizabeth Fry : but here 
it ought to be emphatically remarked that sh^. 
aiid her associates uniformly held up to view, 
that Christianity, in its practical and vital 
power, was the only true source of a radical 
renovation of character, ^hus, while they 
ever insisted on cleanliness, industry, and 
wholesome order and classification, their maiQ 
dependence (under the blessing of Providence) 
was on the reading of the Holy Scriptures* 
and on kind, judicious, persevering religious 
instruction. 

She was a warm and steady ftiend of th# 
affiicted slave, and was a zealous associate of 
the philanthropists who sought perseveringly 
to obtain emancipation throughout the British 
dominions. The cause of the Bible Society 
was also dear to her. She poa^sessed a deep 
and large knowledge of Scripture, made it hey 
daily private study, well understood its value, 
and was constant and fervent in he^r endear 
vours to disseminate it among others. 
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The formation of libraries for the use of 
coast-guanis, (the soldiers whose duty it is 
to prevent smuggling,) was an engagement 
which deeply interested her. Under the ge- 
nerous patronage of the government,. and 
with the help of a large subscription from her 
friends, she completely succeeded *in accom- 
plishing this object. Very numerous are the 
testimonies which have been given of the value 
and usefulness of the books thus provided. 

She was a &ithful and diligent distributor 
of religious tracts, and larger publications of 
an edifying character, besides the Holy Scrip- 
tures. These, whether travelling or at home, 
shfe took care to keep near at hand, nicely ar- 
ranged, and always ready for use on every 
occasion. 

Elizabeth fry did much to promote her 
great object, by the publication of a simple 
yet forcible pamphiet,.explanatory of her views 
of a right prison discipline for females, and of 
the true principles of punishment in general. 
With punishment she would invariably con- 
nect a plan for reform and restoration ; and 
she regarded the penalty of death with strong 
disapprobation. Often had she visited the 
cells of condemned criminals, on the day or 
night preceding their execution ; often had she 
marked the agony of some and the obduracy 
of others ; often bad she traced the hardening 
effect df such punishments on the fellow-pri- 
soners of the sufferers, as well as on the lower 
orders of the public in general. She was 
firmly convinced that such awful inflictions 
were opposed alike to an enlightened expedi- 
ency, and to sound Christian principle, and 
cordially did she bear her testiriiony against 
them with persons in authority, and unite with 
others in taking every possible means for hast- 
ening their abolition. 

The law of love, which might be said to be 
ever on her lips, was deeply engraven on her 
heart, and her charity, in the best and most 
comprehensive sense of the term, flowed freely 
forth towards her fellow-men of every class, 
of every condition. Thus she won her way 
with a peculiar grace, and almost uniformly 
obtained her object. She moved along in her 
walk of mercy at an easy, steady pace, never 



ruffled, never in a hurry. Her expressive 
countenance wore the beaming smile of unaf^ 
fected kindness; yet such was the calm dig* 
nity of her appearance and demeanor, that 
the love which she inspired wherever she 
went, never failed to be mingled with a feeling 
of deference. There was, however, another 
quality, whieh powerfully tended to the suc- 
cess .of her laudable eflforta — ^patient and un- 
conquerable perseverance. She was not one 
of those who warmly embrace a philanthropic 
pursuit, and then as easily formke it. Month 
after month, and year after year, she latJored 
in any plan of mercy which she thought it 
her duty to undertake--and never forsook it 
in heart and feeling, eveh when health foiled 
her, or other circumstances, not under her 
control, closed the door, for a time, on her 
personal exertions. This perseverance was 
combined with a peculiar readiness in seizing 
on every passing occasion, and converting it 
into an opportunity of usefulness. She was 
not only always willing, l^ut always prepared, 
alwaya ready^ to do good, be it ever so tittle, to 
a chikl, a servant, a \faiter at an itui| a friend, 
a neighbor, a stranger ! 

[ Continued in our neo^,"] 



Truth. 

Truth has thus eloquently been descrilied 
by a writer who lived upwards of two hun- 
dred years ago : 

** Truth is thegloiy of tirag, and the daugh- 
ter of eternity ; sh^ is the fire of religion, the 
light of love, the graee of wit, and the crown 
of wisdom ; she is the brightness of honor, tb« 
blessing of reason^ and the joy of earth ; she 
is the angel's worship, the saint's bliss, and 
martyr's crown ; she hath a pure eye, a plain 
hand, a piercing wit, and a perfect heart. Her 
tongue never trips, her hehrt never feints, her 
hand never fails, and her faith never fears. 
She is honored in love, and graced in con- 
stancy ; in patience admired, and in charity 
beloved." 



Tasso's Wish. — ^Tasso being told that he 
had an opportunity of taking advantage of a 
very bitter enemy— "I wish not to plunder 
hirii of his honor, nor his wealth, nor his life,** 
said he, " lut his ill will, ' ' 
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<« The Law of Kind^ers/' 

No, Sabbath School libiary or family should 
be without that excellent work, ** The Law of 
Kindness, by Bro. G. W. Montgomery. To 
show that the unanimous verdict of our denomi- 
nation respecting it is not partial or sectarian, 
I subjoin a few notices from English journals, 
in which country a beautiful edition has been 
issued, entirely without any suggestion • or 
movement by t'he author of hia friends. The 
English editor speaks in the highest terms of 
the wotk, declares his inability to discover to 
what religious denomination the author belongs, 
and pronounces it conceived and executed in 
the true spirit of Christ. 

** It might be introduced into many a family as 
a messenger of peace, to transform that most 
wretched of earthly scenes, a place of discord, 
into the abode of quietness^ and love, and peace. 
We gladly, therefore, recommend- it to both old 
and young, married and unmarried, as showing 
the master golden key for unlocking the richest 
possesaiona of social and domestic happiness." — 
Church of England Quarterly Review. 

" When we reflect on the dbcourtesy, rudeness, 
and severity, which some who call themseves fol- 
lowers of Christ and his apostles oAen display, 
we are happy to point to a book which contains a 
remarkable number of (acts and incidents that are 
properly called ** Illustrations of the Law of Kind- 
ness." » ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Of its adaptation to pro- 
mete thtt blessings and duty of practising the * Law 
of Kindness,' we have no doubt" — Congrega- 
tional Magazine, 

« The work is executed in the general spirit of 
Christian philanthropy * ♦ * We can confidently 
recommend it to heads of families and the teach- 
ers of Slanday Schools ; who, if they earnestly 
endeavor to make it serviceable to their yonng 
charge, must iit the same time receive a large and 
priceless blessing into their own hearts." — The 
Inquirer, 

** No house should be without it ; it should be 
read in every school ; it will please the old, charm 
the young, and benefit all ; and it is so full of an- 
ecdote and interest, that when taken up it is with 
reluctance that it is laid down again. "-2^ Critic, 

** This is a delightful book ♦ ♦ ♦ As a moral 
treatise, a book for the feelings, we give it a very 
high place. It is a book for masters, for fathers 
and mothers, and for all in authority, however 
humble their sphere."— J^Vimi'/y Herald, 

«** So much benevolence appears to animate the 
author, that we feel in a position to form from his 
work an estimate of his personal character, and to 
venerate him in the sacred aspect of a merciful 
man : a Catholicity of Christian feeling, too, soft- 
ens his style. " — Dublin Wonder, 



ExhibitioD* 

The Orchard Street (New York) Sunday 
School held its annual exhibition on Christmas 
Day. The exercises were of an interesting 
character ; the music admirably selected and 
extremely well sung, and the addresses and re- 
citations well delivered. Several little creatures 
spoke pieces not in the bill, which were not the 
least interesting part of the exercises. The 
bill was mainly selected. The following dia- 
logue is original, and for the opportunity of 
publishing it, I ,am indebted to Br. M. Good- 
rich, the superintendeot. 
Truth. 

BY JAMES LUMBARD. 

George, When General Washington was youf t 
About as big as I, 
He never would permit his tongue ' 
To tell n wicked lie. 
James, What ! not a whipping to escape ? 
Or shun his father's frown ? 
And would he daie each naughty scrape 
To own right up and down ? 
George, Yes : once he cut his father's tree — 
A fruit-tree nice to view — 
. And yet he owned it reacjily. 
James. What did his father do ? ' '/ 

George. He told his son, it pleased him more 
To have him tell the truth. 
Than if his trees were bending o'er 
With gold and silver fruit. 
Both, Then like that brave and noble boy-— 
Our own great Wa^ington — 
Our parents when we disobey, 
The truth to them we'll own. 



Good Javemles. 

The Goldmaeers' Village : translated ftom 
the German of Zschokke. D. Appleton & Co., 
New York, publishers. • 

Keepsake Stories : by Mrs, Mary Hughes^ 
H. F. Anners, Philadelphia. 

The Birthday: by Mrs. E. L. FoHeni 
Crosby & Nichols. 



DjP The parent who would train up a child 
in the way he should go, must go in the way 
he would train up the child. — St. Louis Reville, 

It was a maxim of Euripides, either to keep 
S;ilence, or to speak something better than 
silence. 
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* All thy children shall he taueht of the Lofrd ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children.*'. 



God provides for the Orphan. 

<< I was onc& young, but now am old, yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging for bread. ' ' 

About twenty years ago, there lived, in an 
obscure and humble dwelling, situated in a by- 
lane near Charles River bridge, a poor widow. 
She toiled with her needle "whilst others 
slept," to support herself and her four little 
children, the youngest of which was about four 
years old. But in a short time her constitution, 
which was not strong, gave way under inces- 
sant fatigue and labor ; a fever sat in during an 
ind«faent whiter, and she was soon numbered 
among the congregation of the dead. 

As she felt her approaching dissolution, she 
called her little ones to her bedside, and com- 
mended them to the Father of the fatherless — 
to that God Who had taken care of the widow. 
She knew that her few surviving relatives were 
as poor and destitute as she had been, and 
therefore those little ones would be cast upon 
the world, whose charities were cold indeed^ 
without a father's protection or a mother's care. 
But she also felt the strong assurance that *' He 
who hears the youttg ravens ^ett they cry," 
would care for those little orphans. 

A kind neighboi, who had attended her dur- 
ing her sickness, took those children home, and 
with the aid and advice of some Christian 
friends, soori procured situations for the two 
eldest boys. The third child, an interesting 
little girl, ^as taken into the family of a lady, 
who shortly after emigrated to the Far West. 
The youngest child, a boy, was placed in the 
asylum fbf orphans, where he remained for a 
short time, wnen a physician from a distant 
part of the cottntry, Jbeing on a visit to Boston, 
saw the little fefiow, and obtained permission 
to ta^ him home with him. 

As I saw these orphans at the death oi ^heir 
motlier, I to(^\n interest to inquire after them 
whenever opportunity offered. But I will not 
atteiklpt to trace those children throogh the 
varied and checkered scenes through whidi 
they have passed. Suffice it to say, that the 
eldest boy is now one of our enterprising and 
respectable Boston merchants. The se6ond boy 
has been educated by the assistance of his 
fiiehds, and bids fair to become a bright orna- 
ment to the Christian ministry, the dirties of 
which he is soon to undertake. The daughter 
is aCbout to be united in marriage to a distin- 
guished professpr of one of our Western uni- 
versities. The youngest boy has also received 
an education, and is the heir presumptive of 
his friend and patron, who is very wealthy. 



Two of these children had not seen each other 
dince the death of th^ mother, until a few dayi 
ago, when I saw them all assembled at their ^- 
dest brother's house, t Time and space has not 
quenched the ardor of their affections. That 
meeting was such an one as I befieve the an- 
gels love to gaze upon ; and had I not felt as 
though I could almost claim some Jdndred tie, 
I should have felt like an intruder indeed. As 
I left that happy party, where joy, hope, and 
love were beaming in every eye, my thoughts 
wandered back to the time when I first saw 
them, and if ever I, for a moment, doubted the 
faithfulness of the promise, ** Leave your fa- 
therless children with me, and I will protect 
them," I shall doubt no more. 



The Snn^fty Scholar. 

A gentleman jumping from an omnibus^ in 
the city of New York, dropt his pocket-book, 
and had gone some distance before Jhe discov- 
ered its loss ; then, hastily rettirning, inquired 
of' every passenger whom he met, if a pocket- 
book had been seen ; finally meeting a little 
girl of ten years old, to whom he niade th* 
same inquiry, she asked, * what kind of a pock- 
et-book ?' He described it ; then unfolding her 
apron, — * is this it?' * yes, that is mine; come 
into this store with me. ' They entered ; he 
opened the book, counted the notes and ex- 
amined the papers ; * they are all right,' said 
he, ' fifteen notes of a thousand dollars each ; 
had they fallen into other hands, I might never 
have deen them again ; take then, my little girl, 
this note of a thouetend dollars, as a reward for 
your honesty, and as a lessoii to me, to be more 
careful in future.' * No,' said the girl, * I 
cannot take it, I have been taught at Sunday 
School not to keep what is not mine„ and my 
parents would not be pleased if I took the note 
home-^they might suppose I had stolen it.' 
' Well then, my child, show me where your 
parents live.' The girl took him to an humble 
tenement in an obscure street, rude, but cleanly. 
He informed the parents of the case ; they told 
him their child had acted correctly ; they were 
' poor it was true^, but their pastor had always 
told them not to set their hearts on rich gilts.' 
The gentleman told them they must take it ; 
that he was convinced they would make good 
use of it, from the principle they had professed . 
The pious parents then blessed their benefac- 
tor, for such he proved ; they paid debts which 
had distiirbed their peace, and the benevolent 
giver gave the father employment in Ma occu- 
pation as a carpenter, ena1)ling him to rear an 
industrioua family in comparative happiness. 
This little girl is now the wife of a respectable 
tradesman of New York, who has reason to 
rejoice that she was born of pious parents, who 
had secured their daughter's happiness by send- 
ing her to Sunday Sdiool. — Ban, of the CroSii. 
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ORiaiNAL. 

The Wishes. 

BY MISS JULIA A. FLETCHKS. 

I wMi, oil I wifh I were rich in gold ! 

What a happ7 life were mine ! 
tVhat fabrics rare should my form enfold. 

What gems in my 'tresses shine I 
I wenld n'ever turn from the child of wo 

Or the home of want away ; 
Bat my wealth as a full bright stream should flow. 

To gladden and bless aiway. 

Delia. 
1 wish I were rich in lovelioess. 

That mine were the brow of snowi 
The ruby lip, and the raven tress, 

And the voice of music low. 
f^ull many then at the dazzling shrine 

Of my beauty rare would bow. 
And many a true found heart be mine 

That is cold and careless now. 

Madeline. 
I wish, I wish I were rich in joy ! 

That my heart were filled with glee, 
lliat gladness came with no dark alloy, 

And my thoughts from wo were free ! 
Then I would be queen of the festal throng ^ 

As the hours glide swiftly by. 
With the lightest step, and the gayest song 

Tbs merriest glancing 6ye. 

Isabel. 

I would that mine were the wealth of thought. 

The treasures of genius irare. 
Pure gifla to a lofty altar brought, — 

Then little I'd heed of care. 
I would move thro* the gay and glittermg crowd 

As the star of eve moves on ; 
With a heart by its sufferings all unbowed. 

By t^eir flatteries all unwon. 

Fanny. 
'Tis well, young wishers, ye may not gain 
The wealth that would pass as the summer raitt ; 
JBeauty, to fhde as the Autumn leaf; 
Or joy, than the meteor's fiash more brief ; 
Geniosy to dazzle and lead you astray ; 
These may not gladden or bless your way. 
But the wealth of the spirit can never grow dim. 
Then give these young hearts m their gladness to 

Him 
Who hath formed them , and ever continues to bless. 



And ye shall be rich in His holiness. 
Lovely in spirit, und joyful of heart 
Gifted with genixit which may not depart. 



Indnstry* 

" Do, Mary," said Elizabeth Morton, "put 
away that endless book, and let us have a long 
talk together. 

Mary smiled as she quietly closed her boc^ 
to gratify her restless cousin, and asking Kliza- 
beth to excuse her, while she went to bring 
some sewing, soon returned with it to the pa^• 
lor. 

**And so," exclaimed Elizabeth, ** you can- 
not possibly afford to talk a minute without 
sewing. I wonder if you never allow your 
hands to keep holiday." 
, ** O yes," said Mary, " quite frequently.-^ 
You weie ju^t complaining of my reading, 
when, of course, my fingers don't have much 
to do save turning the book leaves. And I 
take long walks in which they are quite in- 
active. Icon honestly assure you lA^zy^ that theu 
hands of mine have never differed by otferUupa-' 
tion/' 

'* Well, I think they have a pretty hard time 
of it, cousin. They sweep and dust, and stake 
puddings, and pies, and sew, and knit. And 
there is your drawing, too ; I cafi see that you 
have not neglected it by your last sketches. 
And fon practice your music as much as I do, 
who have scarcely any other employme&t. 
Now, honestly, Mary, don't you sometimes gei 
tired out, and wish that you had not so many 
things to do 1" 

'* No," said Mary. ** 1 scarcely ever think 
that I have too much to do. And if I do sorne*- 
times get a little tired, I am soon rested aguiu. 

" Well," said Elizabeth, laughingly ; di*- 
pla3ring as she spoke, a delicately white hand ; 
'* I don't as yet intend to subject this palm to 
any such violent exercise, though what your 
example may effect before the close of your 
visit, I shall not attempt to prophecy." 

Mary smiled and said, " You know that it is 
often said that uneasiness and discontent are 
the inevitable consequences of time unemploy- 
ed." • 

** Lizzy, I was taught by my lamented, mo- 
ther not to waste any of the time which God 
gives us, in idleness. She wsmb always industcb- 
ous herself. And although when she v^is alive 
I sometimes thought employm^it irksome, I 
now feel grateful that she insisted pn my com- 
pliance with her regulations concerning it. I 
recollect hearing her once say to a visiter — it 
was shortly before her last sickness — ^that the 
Saviour seemed, both by precept and example, 
to inculcate industry as one of the most necessa- 
ry Otrisian duties.^ ^-^ Christian Watchman. 
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The Tongrne. 

There are but ten precepts in the law of 
CrbdjSays Jjeighton, and two of them, so far as 
concerns the outward orjgfai| and Tent of the 
sins there forbidden, are bestowed on the tongue , 
(one in .the first table, and the other in the 
second table) — as though it were ready to fly 
out both against God andtnan, if not thus bri- 
dled. 

Pythagoras used to say that a wound from 
the tongue is worse than a wound from the 
fiword, for the latter affects only the body, the 
former the spirit — ^the soul. 
' It was a remark of Anacharsis, that the 
tongue was at the same time the best part of a 
man and the worst — that with good la^overn- 
ment none is more useful, and witkout it none 
is more mischievous. 

J^oerhave, says Dr. Johnson, was never 
soured by calumny and detraction ; nor ever 
thought it necessary to confute them, **for," 
said he, ** they are sparks, which, if you do not 
blow them, will so out of themselves." 
: *• We cannot," says Cato, *' control the evil 
tongues of others ; but a good Hfe enables us to 
despise them." 

Slander, says Bacon, cannot m^ake the subjects 
of it either better or worse. It may represent 
us in a false light, o^ place a likeness of us in 
a bad one. But we are the same. Not so to 
the slanderer — ^thcNslander he utters makes him 
worse/ the slandered never. 

No one, says Jerome, loves to tell a ^tale of 
slander except to him who loves to tiar it. 
Learn^, then, to rebuke and check the detract- 
ing tongue, by showing that you do not listen 
t© it with pleasure. 

No man sees the wallet upon his own back, 
says the proverb, alluding to the fable, of the 
traveller with the two packs, — the one before 
Muffed with the faults of his neighbors — the 
ether behind, with his oim. 



Buy some matches ? 

»• Will you buy some matches, sir ?'* said the 
voice. of a boy, as we were seated in our sanctum 
in a mood contemplative^ about eight o'clock, a 
few nights ago. 

" No !*' we answered, in a ton© that might not 
have been altogether courteous or good natured, 
because the same question had been often asked 
us before twenty times a day^. 

This answer we gave without looking at the 
«|iild, or giving a second thought to the matter. 
> ^^ Please, sir, buy some matches,'* said the 
youth*, " I'll give you five boxes for a bit." 

** But we have no use for them, or we would 
purchase of you." 

" Yet you will have use for them -by-and-by, 
sir ; and yon don't know how much good even a 
picayune would do my poor mother and little 
sister at home, just now. Please, sir, willyou give 
me a dime for sii boxes .'*** 



The tones of the child's voice were so plaikl«> 
tive ; his manner of speaking, and bis pale, hag- 
gard counteniu>cQ bore such evident marks of 
truthfulness and honesty, -and his bearing was so 
manly, that we could not, if We had tried, do 
otherwise than listen to his tale. 

" How many sisters have yoo'r " we asked. 
<" Three, sir?" 

" Are they either of them able to assist yoar 
mother ?*' 

** O, bless you, no sir ! Mary is bat seven y^ars 
old, Pauline only four, and little Kate can barely 
toddle across the floor. Mary, though, takes care 
of Kate some of the time, and that saves poor 
mother some trouble. • ■ ^ 

" And wbat," we asked, " does your mother 
do for your support .*'* 

** She binds shoes, sir. Ma sends me to the 
shop with them every morning, and the boss is 
cross sometimes, and says things that makes me 
mad. And then I go home and tell mother, and 
she says I should'nt get angry, for M is perhaps 
her fault that he is ill-tempered ; but I don't 
think so, sir ^ do you? Poor mother! never in 
the world said or did any thing in the world that 
wasn't right and proper." 

We bought of the boy matches enough to last 
us for a year, and stopped his voice of gratitude, 
by promising soon to call at the home of his mo- 
ther, and see to the welfare of Mary, Pauline, 
and '* little" Kate. 

Poor match-boy ! would that ^very heart wai 
as pure as thine ! The storm of adversity may 
rage around thee; its chilling breath may pene- 
trate through the thin covering poverty has lefl 
thee, but it can never take from thee that invalua- 
ble^honesty.a good mother has instilled into thf 
youthful heart. Cheer up, then, boy ! Be patient, 
be virtuous, frank, manly, and honest, as now, 
and a time will come, though it may be afar oflf^ 
when you need not ask — '^ Buy some matches, 
sir.?"— JV. O. Tropic, 



Kindness to Servants* 

It is a sad thing for a man to pass the work- 
ing part of his day with an exacting, unkind, 
master ; but still, if the workman, returns at 
evening to a home that is his own, there is a 
sense of coming joy and freedom which may 
support him throughout the weaty hours of 
labor. But think what it must be to share one's 
home with one's oppressor ; to have no recur- 
ring time when one is certain to be free from 
those harsh words and unjust censures which 
almost more than blnws, ay, even to those na* 
tures we are apt to fancy so hard to rebuke. 
Imagine the deadness of heart that must pre-? 
vail in that poor wretch who never hears the 
sweet words of praise or encouragement. 



The best practical rule of morality is never 
to do any thing which you would be unwilling 
that all the world, should know. 
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CJ' The following plain gospel word is from 
the pen of Rev. Thomas Whittemore, editor 
of the Trumpet. We agree to it with all our 
soal, might, mind and strength. 
Universalism* 

Let Universalists never be ashamed of this 
doctrine. It is the most glorious doctrine the 
mind of man ever contemplated. It is the re- 
solution of all apparent evil to order. It is 
based on the end of all sin, all misery, all death ; 
and consists in the prevalence of holiness and 
bliss in the heart of every intelligent creature 
that God has made. It is a God-like doctrine. 
The peculiar glory of God consists in the par- 
don of sin, and the salvation of sinners. 
It was this which of old exalted J ehovah above 
all other gods. It was this that called forth 
the ardent and pious interrogation of Micah, 
* Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity and passeth by the transgression of the 
reftinant of his heritage ! He retaineth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in 
MERCY, vii. 18. Such a God is a God of uni- 
versal love. As Jeremiah says, * The Lord 
will not cast off forever ; but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
the multitude of his mercies ; for he doth not 
afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.* 
Lam. iii. 31^33. Such is the Father of the 



Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testified in due time,' and who 
said, ' If I be lifted up from the earth, I will 
draw all men unto me :' John xii. 32. Jesus is 
a universal Savior — * the Savior of the world.' 
His work shall be complete. He hath not 
died in vain. Sin shall be finished ; the whole 
universe shall be restored to order ; the will of 
God shall be done ; * Unto Jesus every knee 
shall bow, of things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things under the earth ; and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father.' Phil, ii.9 — 11. 
This is a philosophical doctrine. What more 
reasonable than that ahll sail come right at 
last? that under the government of an infinitely 
wise, just and powerful God, every thing at 
last shall end well, and sin and pain be known 
no more? It is a scriptural doctrine — the 
Bible is a Universalist book ; it assures us 
grace shall abound much more than sin ; that 
all who have become sinners shall be made 
righteous again, for God will have all men to 
be saved. See Rom. v. 18 — 21 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
22—28 ; 1 Tim. ii. 4—6. It is the most glo- 
rious doctrine ever preached. If Micah said, 

* Who is a God like unto theeV we say, 

* Where is a doctrine like unto this?' There 
is no system perfectly radiant with glory, ex- 
cept that wl\ich assures us of the full and per- 
fect salvation of fallen man. It is the only 
doctrine that is full of consolation. Every 
other leaves a want in the soul. If this doc- 
trine be not true, the saints, and even the an- 
gels, must be eternally unhappy ; for the former 
love their enemies and cannot rejoice in their 
misery, and the latter have joy when sinners 
are converted. 

Are those who are now called Universalists 
the only people who are to stand out in the • 
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present age in defence of this doctrine? If so, 
the will of the Lord be done. We are content 
It will be no dishonor to our childreii when we 
are dead, to have it said^ ' Your fatheref were 
the early defenders of this doctrine. They 
lived good lives ; they fought a good/ight ; they 
loved the praise of God more than the praise of 
men.* We will, as a sect, defend this doctrine 
alone, if none come to our heli> ; and when we 
die, the last trembling enunciation shall be, * It 
pleased the Father to reconcile all things unto 
himself.'— Col. i. 19, 20. 



lattle Things. 

Oh mother, get my bonnet, do, 

I want to go and pky ; 
And hnrry, mother, tie my shoe. 

Or sis will ran away. 

Do, mother, do nntie this string, 

'Tis in a hatefal knot ; 
Do yon know where I pat my iding ? 

I'm sore I have forgot. 

Mother, see.here, my dress is loose, 

I wish you'd hook it up — 
O^ m(a, I want a drink so bad. 

Do get me down a cup. 

lif other, I want a Ions, big string. 

To make my kite ny high ; 
Help me to paste and fix it too. 

And make it reach the sky. 

Oh, mother, sew this button on 
My pants, see how they look ; 

And, mother, wont yoa stitch these leaves 
Again into my book ? 

Dear mother, won't you comb mv hair. 
And wash my face right clean f 

We little girls are going to walk 
You know, upon the green. 

Oh, come and help me build mv house. 
The blocks won't stand at all — 

Don't mind his house, bat mother come, 
And help me hunt my ball. 

Thus day by day, hour after hour. 

These little things intrude. 
Till many an anxious mother's heart 

Is wretched and subdued. 

And to her ever weary ear. 

The sacred name of mother. 
By being ever dwelt upon, 

Soun£ worse than any otheA 

But let that mother pause, and think 

How much she has at stake ; 
Remember it is little drops 

That form the mighty hike. 



Perchance that very noisy boy 

A statesman bola may be. 
With sturdy arm and voice, may win 

A nation to be free. 

With glowing words of eloquence. 

Sustain the cause of truth, 
Till vice shall hide its head in shame, 

And virtue bless the youth. 

Or when her head is groviqng.gray. 

That daughter kind and true. 
Will show with cheerful heart and mind, 
What « little things" will do. 



Tbe Salblbath School 

NEED BITT be known TO BE APPROVED. 

I love the Sabbath School. I love to meet 
the smiling faces of the children, as they as- 
semble to study God's holy word. And who 
is there, that knows the blessed effects it has 
produced, but loves it too ? In days gone by, 
there were those who opposed this heaven- 
born institution, and those too who profi^ssed 
to be followers of Him who has said, *' Suffer 
little children to come unto me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
Such an one I well remember. He was an 
aged deacon of a small church in a country 
town. All were ready to acknowledge that 
he was indeed a man of God,' but he had not 
enjoyed the privilege of being nurtured in the 
Sabbath School ; he had never been ap ey.e- 
witness to the blessed effects it had produced, 
and never perused the various interesting ac- 
counts of the success that had attended it. 
These facts will in some measuie account for 
his looking upon it as a visionary project ; nay 
more, as an unholy intrusion upon the solemni- 
ties of the sanctuary. 

But I have seen him since. He was sur- 
rounded by little grand-children, scarcely old 
enough to lisp the praises of God, and yet 
they were members of the Sabbath School. 
They hailed the return of the holy day that 
should bring them within its sacred enclosures. 
It was often a topic of conversation with them 
during the week. It is not strange, then, that 
the feelings of the old man were enlisted. I 
saw him when the return of the Sabbath had 
brought together the happy children and their 
equally happy teachers. He looked around 
upon them with a smiling countenance, and 
when called upon to make the opening prayer, 
his tearful eye, his quivering lip, his humble 
confession for the opposition of former days, 
and his earnest supplications that the blessings 
of heaven might rest upon the children, brought 
tears to my eyes, while I contrasted the past 
with the present, and reflected upon whsit the 
spirit of Crod alone would accomplish. 
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I looked at him again. He had seated him- 
self with other veteran 'Soldiers in the cause of 
Christ, and seemed most intensely engaged in 
studying that word that had long heen ' a light 
to his feet, and a lamp to his path.' Oh ! it 
Was a pleasing sight, and I could but bless 
God for what my eyes saw and my ears heard. 
I have said, in days gone by there were 
those who opposed this heaven-bom institution. 
Would that these days had indeed all gone by. 
But no ! I have recently seen a sad picture of 
their remains. I have seen the Sabbath School 
of a hundred scholars, gathered by the unceas- 
ing toil of a faithful pastor, dwindle and die. 
And 1 was glad when I saw this mournful 
sight, that the pious pastor was not permitted 
to be an eye-witness to its soul-sicljening influ- 
ences. The providence of God had ere this 
changed his field of labor, and assigned his 
station in another. 

And where, methiuks I hear you ask, was 
the scene of this sad picture? Was it in some 
obscute village of our western wilds? Ah no ! 
it was in our own enlightened and happy New 
Englltnd. It was in the midst of an int^igent 
and refined conmiunity, in a church that num- 
bered some hundreds of members, and in a 
congregation that was thronged with children 
and youth. But, to tell the secret of its de- 
cline, it was surrounded by those who dared to 
oppose an object so signally blessed of God in 
the conversiori of immortal souls. Yes, fathers 
in the church , who should have been its firm 
and unwavering supporters, were known as its 
avowed enemies. «And while they opposed, it 
was not strange that the younger members felt 
disheartened, and the children mdifferent, espe- 
cially when we add that they had no library, 
no Sabbath School concert, and in fine, scarce 
a motive to encourage them to perseverance in 
a work well worthy the powers of an immortal 
mind. 

IX was sad, on the return of each successive 
Sabbath, to find the seats of one, and another, 
and another vacated. I watched with intense 
interest, . till I saw but two solitary boys and 
about three or four times as many girls assem- 
bled. The following Sabbath the boys ab- 
sented themselves, and the announcement was 
made that the school would be suspended. Oh ! 
it was a direful sound. I would fain hope never 
to be obliged to listen to another of like import. 
Let me add, however, that a few young ladies, 
members of the Bible class, still persevere, and 
their teachers remain unflinchmgly at their 
posts. I hope the day is not far distant, when 
they will be joined by hundreds who are now 
indifferent, or even opposers. Let information 
be circulated, let them for once see the effects 
of a well organized school, with ^ieient 
theachers, a well-selected library, and the 
hearty co-operation of all who should be its 



supporters, and I fear not for the result. — Sab.^ 
Sdiool lyeasury. 



From the Symbol. 
A Fragment* * 

Keep one apartment of the heart free from 
Contamination by the world ; and let 
All there be beautiful and holy ; be 
It such a place as angels seek to dwell in* 
There let celestial Peace and harmony 
Breathe their soft words. And ever there exist 
In that bright place, unchanging Faith and Hope, 
And there may never-dying Friendship weave 
Her silken bands ; and universal Love, 
From her bright, golden harp draw melody 
So sweet, so tender, that it shall be bliss 
To hear its oadence. Dwell Religion there. 
With robe unstained and calm, un wrinkled brow 
And her bine eye of deep intensity 
Turned ever Heaven-ward. 

Let not who will 
Come and despoil thee of thy treasure, but 
Guard it a thousand times more cheerfully 
Than thou would 'st hoard the thrice-refined gold. 

When Mind shall cease its warrings with th^ 

storms. 
With angry clouds which now array themselves 
To stop its passage to a holier world ; 
To that calm, peaceful chamber of the soul. 
Then can it go and fold its weary wings 
And rest upon the bosom of Religion. 

Charlestown. Sarah. 



Revenge. 

Revenge is incofopatible with true happi- 
ness. Let him whose soul is dark with malice, 
and studious of revenge, walk through the 
fields, clad with verdure and adorned with flow- 
ers : to his eye there is no beauty — ^the flowers 
to him exhale no fragrance. Like his soul, na- 
ture is robed in the deepest sable. The smile 
of beauty and cheerfulness lights not up his 
bosom with joy ; but the furies of hell rage 
there, and render him as miserable as he wish* 
es the object of his hate. 



Morning Prayer. 

The Savior went hito* a secret place very 
early in the morning for prayer. This teaches' 
us that we should pray in secret ; and secondly, 
that we should commence the day with this 
exercise. The morning is the best time for 
holding communion with our heavenly Father. 
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Bible liessoiis, 

•* Shall every thing else be taught understand- 
ingly but the Bible ? Shall every thing be ren- 
dered interesting to the young, but that which 
should be most so ?" — ^Alcdtt. 

And -we would inquire next, how may the 
BiMe be *♦ rendered interesting,*' and how 
"taught understandingly?" We liave used 
and observed the effect of using our various 
catechisms, but feel compelled to acknowledge 
that almost all of them serve only to confuse 
, the mind of the scholar and render the Bible 
uninteresting , and its instructions of no possi- 
Ue advantage to the child. This is a sweeping 
declaration we are aware ; but we feel that all 
our efficient, our most thorough Sabbath School 
teachers will bear the same testimony. 

And one great objection, the chief objection 
to them, is the want of simplicity in them 
Very many of them are well calculated for 
adult students, and perhaps begin simply en • 
ough for youth ; but as the lessons advance, 
the subjects become shrouded in a mist of 
long, ?iard words, strange expressions, unex- 
plained and almost incomprehensible to the 
little child, or the child of ten, or twelve, or 
fourteen years, except in cases of surprising 
precocity. 

The teacher who uses a Catechism has triple 
duty to perform : first, to render tlie words of 
the question intelligibler— secondly, to explain 
the unintelligible words in the answer ; thirdly, 
to bring the doctrine or instruction it conveys 
down to the comprehension of the scholar ; and 
this too without supposing the child to be a 
dunce. 

Again, very many of our younger teachers 
confess themselves really umible to explain the 
Catechisms they use, and assure us that they 
must of necessity let the child be in the dark, 
because of the abstruseness of the lesson books. 
Say you, ** Teacher, inform thyself, before thou 
seekest to instruct others?" We would ask 
why are the simple teachings of the Bible so 
** clothed upon*' with incomprehensibility that 
even those young and comparatively unin- 



structed persons whom many of our schools 
are compelled to employ as teachers, can nei- 
ther explain or understand ? 

We are much pleased with the methods o( 
teaching the Bible, suggested and explained at 
some length in Alcott's ** Sabbath School as it 
should be." The remarks there made, sug- 
gested to one of our experienced teachers the 
idea of teaching almost any portion of Scrip- 
ture in a similar manner. The first trial was 
made on the * Sermon on the Mount,' with 
complete success. The lesson was selected 
the previous Sabbath, and the pupils informed 
that a grea{ variety of questions would be 
asked. The result was, the scholars read, not 
only the verses intended for the lesson, but 
many more. They were interested — questions 
suggested themselves— they reflected for an- 
swers ; if they obtained answers in this way 
they felt self-instructed and happy in their in- 
dependence of thought ; if some could not ob- 
tain answers they carefully remembered to pro- 
pose the questions to the teacher ; in short, the 
whole class was interested in the study of the 
Scriptures as they never had been Ijefore. Short 
narratives and the parables were studied in the 
same manner successfully and profitably. And 
the success consisted in the interest awakened, 
deep impressions made, exercise of individual 
mind, a clear understanding of Scripture, and 
an application of its teachings in the lives of 
the pupils. Even the members of that class 
testified that " Bible lessons" were much more 
interesting than Catechism lessons, and the 
class never so much interested as after the adop- 
tion of the Bible for a text book. 

Will not our teachers consider this matter 
and try the plan alluded to 1 Why may not all 
our sons and daughters be really taught the 
Bible? 

Indastry in Old Times. 

A CHAPTER FOR OUR LITTLE FOLKS. 

In old times, the old men, the old women, 
the young men and young women, the boys 
and the girls were all industrious. The old 
folks worked for the young folks, the young 
folks worked for the old folks, and the little 
folks worked for all the folks. 

But some little folks may say " little folks 
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now can not do ranch for any body ;" and per- 
haps they would like to know what the little 
folks in old times could do. I will tell you 
little readers ; but you will be surprised, and 
perhaps you will feel a little mortified, for little 
folks in old times did not know any more, grow 
any faster, have any longer days in summer or 
longer evenings in winter than little folks now. 

You think, ** little folks now can not do 
much for anybody." 1 don't think so. I think 
they donH do much because they don't try. 
And I think they might be useful because little 
folks now, are created just like little folks in 
old times. But here is the difl^rence. Old 
folks in old times were obliged to be more in- 
dustrious than old folks now ; and they required 
the little folks to make themselves useful very 
young. I will tell you how they were useful. 

As soon as little girls were three and a half 
years old, their mothers would every day set a 
stool ox little chair at their side, call the little 
girls to sit in them, give them needle and 
thread, a thimble and bit of cloth, and learn 
them to sew. As soon as they could set pretty 
stitches, the mothers would cut out patch-work, 
and let the girls sew it. When they had learn- 
ed to sew seams, they were taught to hem 
towels and shirts, stitch wristbands and collars, 
whip ruffles, and do every kind of needle work. 
Mothers then were so industrious that the girls 
very soon learned to be, and before they were 
a dozen years old, could shew two or three 
quilts and several pairs of stockings they had 
wrought with their own little hands. 

** What, amd go to school !" 

Yes, and go to school too, little reader. But 
they were very diligent when they were at 
work, and at work as soon as they were out of 
school. Now, little girls have to play all the 
time they are out of school, and large girls run 
about the town or city. Now we very seldom 
see little girls sewing patch-work, or large girls 
making shirts, or knitting stockings. We have 
said ** good bye'' to industrious old times. 

As soon as little boys were old enough, they 
were taught to shell corn, beans and peas, drive 
the cows and feed the pigs, if their fathers 
were farmers, or work in the shop if they were 
mechanics. They were always taught to be 



useful to themselves, long before they were old 
enough to learn a trade. Now little boys don't 
dream of being useful to any body. They 
think they were mjide to play, to run about 
town, to get into mischief, and make trouble 
for old folks. They hardly try to be useful, 
or their parents to make them useful till they 
are fourteen or fifteen years old. Think of it 
little boys. Are you such useless little beings 
as I have vnritten about ? Do you ever get wood 
or water for mother or sister, run of errands 
instead of your little sister, pile up wood, saw 
wood, make little boxes, or sleds, or wagons, 
or ships for your little brothers and sisters, 
make gardens for them — plant, and weed, and 
water them for the girls ? , 

Let every little boy and girl live to be cHseful. 
God made you to be useful to others. If you 
don't know now, set yourselves about learning 
how, and you wUl be happier all your days. 

M. H. A. 



New Doctrinal Works* 

We have received from the author an^ pub- 
lisher, a neat looking volume of 432 pages, en- 
titled *' Compend of Christian Divinity -y by 
Sylvanus Cobb. We have read enough of the 
book to confirm us in the opinion that it is a 
strong, argumentative defence, and a very sen- 
sible illustration of the great doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. It is a book which, from the well 
known talents of the author, as well as frpm 
what we here see from his pen, we feel safe in 
recommending to every one desirous of genuine 
gospel instruction. The opening chapters are 
the best things we have ever known from the 
pen of Br. Cobb. He is one of the ablest theo- 
logical writers among us; never dealing in 
sophistries, fancies, or trifles, but always going 
down to the foundations of doctrine — ^basing 
himself on principles, and then reasoning from 
them. The lovers of style might not be al- 
ways captivated with mere sparkling composi- 
tion ; but all thinkers cannot fail of being pro- 
fited by liis matter. Success, say we, to the 
** Compend." 

<«The Bible a Vniversalist Book." 

This is the title of a work now in press, and 
soon to be published by Br. Whittemore, at 
the " Trumpet" ofllce, 37 CornhilL Having 
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examined some of the proof sheets, and being 
acquainted with the general character of the 
work, we do not hesitate to pronounce it one 
of the best presentations of the Bible argu- 
ment in favor of Universalism that we have 
ever seen — and we believe that the world has 
ever seen. The author of the book, J. V. 
Wilson, is a young man, but he mast have 
been a very diligent student of the Scriptures. 
We pray that he may be preserved and blest 
in his vocation, that of a rational interpreter 
of the Bible. Let all our Bible Classes and 
Sabbath School teachers be looking out for 
this work. 

ExMbition at Worcester* 

The Sabbath School connected with the 
Universalist society in Worcester, held an ex- 
hilHtion on Wednesday evening (21) January. 
We received a very polite invitation from the 
pastor, and also from the superintendent, to be 
present ; and I assure them that it would have 
pleased me exceedingly to have been there on 
that interesting occasion. But circumstances 
prevented. We hope to hear of the success 
of the little preachers from some friend there. 
Will not Br. Case, or Br. Coes furnish us an 
account of the same^ J. M. U. ' 



Sibylline Verges, or The Mirror of Fate. 

Such is the title of a beautiful book lately 
issued from the press by our well known friend 
and brother, Mr. Abel Tompkins. While the 
external appBarance of this new book recom- 
mends it to all who are seeking elegant vo- 
lumes to furnish the parlor library or table, its 
contents recommend it to all who seek diver- 
sion or instruction from sentiments clothed in 
poetic dress, whether of livelier or graver hue. 
Although the Sibyl* in some of her verses 
speaks somewhat moumftilly, we think too 
mournfully, as of ** early death" and life's se 
verest changes, ** heavy clouds" in the future, 
** a heart withered, wasted, and bleeding and 
broken," yet many of them are lively and witty, 
and delightfully sweet. We wish a wide cir- 
culation of this little book among our young 
ladies and gentlemen who are fond of innocent 
merriment. 



♦ Mies H. J. Woodman. 



Sabbath School Exhibition at Norwich. 

The Universalist Sabbath "School in Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, had an excellent exhibition 
on Thursday evening, 1st ult. A grand be- 
ginning of the new year. We have received 
the following account of it from Br. Charles 
Tracy, the superintendent : ^ 

"The exhibition passed off finely — better 
than any previous one. Our receipts were $ 16, 
the audience was large, the isles being filled 
with seats, and many standing up besides. 
Our school is increasing in numbers, and we 
hope in its good influences."^ 

We find another account of the same also in 
the " Norwich Aurora, a secular paper, which 
we here subjoin. It is by a correspondent of 
that paper. 

Sabbath School Exhibition.— :Permit me, 
Mr. Editor, to offer a short communication in 
relation to the Exhibition of the Universalist 
Sabbath School held on New Year's evening. 
If you were present, I have no doubt you will 
readily endorse all I shall say on the subject. 
And first as to the attendance. This must have 
been highly gratifying to all concerned, and 
more particularly to the friends of the school. 
The church was rather more than conveniently 
frill, and this notwithstanding there was an ad- 
mission fee. The exercises were commenced 
by the Sabbath School choir entering the church 
singing ; at the close of the song, a prayer was 
pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Brown, the pas- 
tor of the society. Then followed the intro- 
ductory hymn to the tune, " The Morning 
Light is Breaking,''^ commencing with — 

" Though in the path of childhood, 
With songs of joy we tread, — 

Though all is bright above us. 
And flowers are round us spread ; 

Old Time is swifrly flying, 
And will not, cannot stay, 

And childhood's hours of gladness 

Must quickly pass away,*' &g. 

Then followed in succession some thirty or 
more short addresses, dialogues, and songs, all 
judiciously selected, and with scarcely an ex- 
ception, well delivered by the little girls and 
boys to whom they were assigned. Some of 
them I noticed at the time as being particularly 
fine ; there was the song, ** What little things 
are we," sung by two ** little things," sure 
enough, — and the " Temperance Address" fol- 
lowed by a song from the ** Juvenile War- 
blers"— the song, »* The Swiss Orphan Girls," 
which was charmingly performed ; the Dia- 
logue, entitled the ** Father's Bible," and 
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** What is most beautiful," by seven little 

firls ; but perhaps where all was so good, I 
wroi% to discriminate. I remarked that the 
children seemed to be in excellent spirits ; and 
what was equally pleasing, that the audience 
appeared to be highly entertained and delighted 
with their juvenile efforts. These were truly 
creditable to both scholars and teachers, and 
also to the active superintendent of the school, 
Mr. Charles Tracy. The exercises were con- 
cluded with a hymn, closing as follows : 
"'Now * good night,' the spirit singing, 

Offers holy prayer to God ; 
To his altar offerings bringing. 

Bearing blessings home, abroad ; 
May we ever, may we ever. 
Serve our Father and our Lord." 

With a parting benediction from the Pastor, 
the assembly then broke up." 



Gold Pencils. 

That is a very halndsome notice given by 
Br. Usher, of his need of a better pencil than 
the old wooden one he uses. . We admire the 
freedom with which he speaks on the subject. 
He deserves a golden pencil of no small value 
for his exertions in behalf of the Sabbath 
School. And now may we speak in cur own 
behalf! Not that we would bring our claims 
into notice — no, let them be silent ; but then it 
is so fashionable — this giving gold pencils — so 
many of our friends have them — so many have 
had them as presents ; and whereas we have 
• been altogether overlooked, (inadvertently, no 
doubt,) in these golden dispensations, we do 
most respectfully hint the propriety of having 
some such favor extended at some future con- 
venient season, to the editor as well as pub- 
lisher of the Teacher. We can vouch for the 
woodenness of Br. Usher's pencil. But we ut- 
terly deny that he can show'a more " wooden,^^ 
or a worse looking one than we can ! But — 
Amen to this. Our golden pencil-giving-friends 
will understand the rest. 



Essex Transcript. 

We are very much obUged to the editor of 
the '* Essex Transcript," published at Ames- 
bury and Salisbury, for the notice he has taken 
of that little scrap of strange error which some- 
how found its way into oUr columns. We con- 
fess that we knew nothing about the thing 



until it came op before us iff another paper than 
our own. We are generally pietty careful in 
our selections ; but in this instance we were 
taken unawares. We shall look sharper in 
future. Thanks to the editor of the Transcript 
fpr his friendly notice of our paper. May we 
always deserve to be well spoken of. 



Rev. J. Prince*8 Poems. 

We have received a copy of this work, and 
have heard it well spoken of. It is entitled 
'* Rural Lays and Sketches, and other Poems :" 
by John Prince. Br. P. is a good writer. One 
of his poems, " The Acceptable Fast," has 
appeared in the Teacher. The Salem Adver- 
tiser thus speaks of the little book : — 

** The pieces are mostly descriptive of local 
scenes and incidents, familiar to many of our 
readers, and are written in an easy, mellifflu- 
ous style, while their truthfulness and fidelity 
to nature will be acknowledged by all. There 
is no efibrt to create a sensation, no straining 
after effect, apparent in these " Lays,** but 
they are the evident, impulsive efi[usion6 of a 
warm and nature-loving heart. The preface 
states they were issued in the present form, 
chiefly for the purpose of circulation among 
the author's friends and acquaintances. They 
were written, from time to time, as a sort of 
pleasant recreation, and the composition, press 
woik, &c., are the exclusive labors of the au- 
thor's own hand, who was formerly a disciple 
of Faust, although now the popular pastor of 
a Universalist Church in Danvers." 



<< Julia's Book.**. 

Our young friends will be pleased to know 
that those who write books, remember the little 
readers who receive books from the Sabbath 
School libraries. And we are pleased to tell 
them that the Children's friend ** Julia" has 
just sent all good boys and girls a pretty little 
•book of stories, called *' A' Gift from Julia." 
The book is pretty and the stories are pretty. 
Our good friend the author never writes silly 
stories for little folks. Her stories are always 
instructive and useful. If all the little boys 
and girls who read her book will remember 
what she has written, they will be better chil- 
dren and better men and women. We cheer- 
fully recommend this little volume to the friends 
of Sabbath Schools who may be selecting books 
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for their libraries, and to such as may wish to 
bestow a good book as a gift to a little friend. 
It contains stories and poetry. Published by 
J. M. Usher, 25 Cornhill, Boston. 



Sabbath School Exhibition at Danvers* 

Our Sabbath School in Danvers, South Pa- 
rish, enjoyed an exhibition on Christmas eve, 
of which those who witnessed it speak in the 
highest terms. The pastor of the society, Br. 
Piince, has sent us the following introductory 
• and closing articles, which we very gladly lay 
before our readers. Other pieces spoken on 
the occasion will appear in our columns. The 
exhibition was repeated on Thursday evening, 
the 8th inst. 

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, 

Spoken at the Exhibition of the XJniversalist 
Sabbath School, in South Danvers, Wednes- 
day evening, Dec, 24th, 1846, by Master 
Granville M. Dodge. 

Beloved Friends : — 

To see so large a throng assembled here, 
this evening, to witness our youthful perform- 
ances, fills our young minds with delight, and 
makes us' feel ambitious to secure your appro- 
bation by furnishing you with an agreeable en- 
tertainment. We hope likewise that our exer- 
cises may impart some instruction ; for we are 
assured by the testimony of the thoughtful and 
observing, that from the least and the humblest 
may be derived some lesson of wisdom. No 
expectation is cherished on our part, that we 
shall present you with any thing like faultless 
specimens of elocution. We are all young and 
inexperienced ; a band of happy wanderers in 
the primrose path» of early youth's green val- 
ley, whose spirits are as yet undisciplined to 
mount the rugged steeps of human life, and on 
whose brows the jutting crags of care cast not 
their sombre shadows. You will not, there- 
fore, look upon us with the glance of repre- 
hension if we fail to manifest the judgment of 
mature years, in the gestures, attitudes, and 
tones of voice we may assume ; for nice dis- 
crimination, on these points, comes only from 
experience. 

We shall speak upon a variety of topics. 
While many of the pieces we shall recite, as 
well as many of the songs we shall sing, will 
be of a serious and devotional character,- we 
shall not deem it wrong to indulge occasionally 
in the mirthful strain ; for we were made to 
laugh as well as cry. Cheerfulness and gaity, 



in a reasonable degree, are highly beneficial ; 
and Solomon says, " A merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine." And besides, we cacinot see 
any thing in this that is dissonant with the oc- 
casion on which we are convened. The reli* 
gion of Him whose nativity we celebrate is 
pre-eminently a religion oi encouragement : and 
to feel continually encouraged in our weari- 
some march through life, we must survey its 
scenes with cheerful gaze, and ever and anon 
unbend the mind from stern, severe appliance 
to themes of sober hue. 

Some misanthropic devotee to gloomy su- 
perstition, has said that Jesus never smiled. 
With reverence be it said, we have no doubt 
that (like Humanity in general, of whom he 
was the Eldest Brother) he sometimes laughed 
with heartiness and freedom ! 

But ** instructions" must be short ; for other- 
wise they are liable to become tedious. So I 
will not detain you with a longer speech, 

But only greet you all 
With cordial welcome here ; 

And wish that health and happiness 
Yoar hearts and homes may cheer. 

Athwart life's winding road, 
When years away have passed, 

O may the memory of this hour 

A gleam of brightness cast ! J. P. 

CONCLUDING ADDRESS, 

BY MISS LAURA ANN NEWHALL. 

You have listened with patience, kind hearers, till 

now : 
So a word in conclusion we trust you'll allow. 
Our spirits are gladdened ; encouraged we feel ; 
For we know that it is not in vain we appeal 
To your generous feelings, your love of the truth. 
In behalf of the efforts of childhood and youth. 

I 
We thank you, sincerely ; and ere we depart, 
Express the fond wish of each juvenile heart 
That blessings may thickly be strewn in your way. 
And that Hope may her scenes of enchantment 

display. 
Now, patrons and friends, we will bid you good 

night ! 
When a few mornings more o'er the earth shed 

their light, , 
The New Year will dawn, and then fast-speeding 

Time 
Will have borne the Old Year to Oblivion's clime. 
Where darkly enshrouded its moments shall be. 
And wait for more years that will soon hasten by. 
Our life-tide is flowmg ! We cannot reveal 
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What the months and the years of the fature 

conceal ; 
Bat the spirit of Him, at whose glorioos birth 
Sweet voices of angels sang, * Peace on the earth,' 
Will lead as all home to oar Father on high. 
Where the tear-drop of angaish ne'er moistens 

the eye ; 
Where oar souls will be parer, more loving and 

free. 
And the ties that are severed united shall be ! 

J. P. 



Chapln's liectures to Yonng Men. 

Mr. George W. Briggs, 403 Washington 
street, has just issued a beautiful miniature and 
revised edition of Chapin's^ Lectures on the 
Dutiet of YouTig Men. It is one of the best 
books of the kind now before the public ; and 
we doubt not it will have an extensive circula- 
tion. We are pleased to learn that the pub- 
lisher has already made a large and rapid sale 
of this first miniature edition. 



Notice. 

The exhibition of the Sabbath School con- 
nected with the Universalist Society in Wor- 
cester, will be repeated, by request, on Wed- 
nesday evening next, February 4th. 



ID- T. P. H. of Bristol, N. Y., is informed 
that we did not receive that first letter with the 
money enclosed, of which he speaks in his se- 
cond one. We have forwarded the back num- 
bers of the Teachers as he desired us to do. 



ID^Br. Usher's account of the Sabbath 
School Exhibition at Danvers, New Mills, in 
our next. 



ICF* Thanks to Br. Mellen, of East Cam- 
bridge, for his favor. Will he thus remember 
us again when he can ? 



Beautiful — A beautiful sentiment is the 
following by the celebrated Logan : 

" Over all the moments of life religion scat- 
ters her favors, but reserves her best, her choic- 
est, her divinest blessings, for the last hour." 



Sabbath School at Limii* 

The Sabbath School connected with the 
First Universalist society in Lynn, held it» An- 
nual Exhibition on Christmas Eve. At an 
early hour the meeting house was literally 
filled in every nook and comer, with attentive 
listeners. Some forty or fifty pieces were 
spoken by as many different children, to the 
satisfaction of all present. The order of the 
school, and the clear and distinct manner in 
which the scholars spoke, proved conclusively 
that the pastor and teachers had not been indiffer- 
ent to their duties : the services were about three 
hours long, and yet the friends were not anx- 
ious to leave. We are pleased at the prois- 
perity of this school. It has done a good work 
for the cause in Lynn, and long may it con- 
tinue to exert an influence for good. The 
teachers I conclude are faithful, and we are 
confident that Br. Sanford has left no stone 
unturned that would advance the interests of 
the school. Some ministers think if they visit 
the Sunday School once a month they do well ; 
not so with Br. S. ; he not only visits the 
school every Sunday when he preaches at home, 
but oflSciates as superintendent. This is the 
true Sabbith School spirit. The exhibition 
was received with so much favor, in the first 
instance, that it was repeated this evening. 

P. S. — We should have noticed one inter- 
esting and important part of the service which 
we have not as yet, viz : that of a presenta- 
tion of a Gold Pencil to the Pastor, by the 
Teachers. The pencil is a beautiful one ; and 
it will be valued by Br. Sanford for its intrinsic 
worth ; but especially as a token of friendship 
from those with whom he has labored so faith- 
fully in behalf of the Sunday School. We 
are pleased with this manifestation of respedt 
and confidence, and hope the pencil will be an 
instrument in the hands of its skilful owner to 
indite many golden thoughts. 1 would gladly 
speak more at length upon this Sunday School 
and its prospects, but ray pencil — a little stick 
of wood, with a little lead in it — ^oes so bad, 
I cannot now. I think I could give a more 
perfect description of exhibitions if I could 
write with a ffold pencil. Wonder if the Sab- 
bath School mends will allow the publisher of 
the Grospel Teacher to write with a little 
wooden pencil always ? We shall see. 
Lynn, Jan. IZth, 1846, J, M. U, 
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NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT, tone of voice. This wHI doubtless be reme- 
died at future anniversaries. 



G, L. DEMAREST, Editor, 



ExhibitioAS. 
I. 

The Bleecker Street (New Vork) Sunday 
School Exhibition, took place on Thursday 
evening, January 8th, and vi^as attended by a 
vast audience, which densely filled the com- 
modious Church of the Third Society. The 
exercises were pleasing ; but entirely too long 
for the comfort of those who, like myself, 
were compelled to stand the whole time of 
the exhibition. Three hours are too much for 
the patience of slanders; but the sitters ap- 
peared to be thoroughly satisfied, and for aught 
I know, would have been willing to sit longer, 
and hear more. 

The children of this school deserve much 
credit for the spirit with which they enter into 
these exercises ; and the members of the con- 
gregation are worthy of all praise for their at- 
tention to the interests of the Sabbath School, 
their general attendance upon its anniversa- 
ries, and their ample contributions for its sup- 
port. In these matters, I am sorry that they 
are not equalled by my old friends of the Or- 
chard Street Society. . 

There were several things about the exer- 
cises which do not exactly Buit my taste ; but, 
as the old proverb prohibits " disputing about 
tastes," I shall not venture to obtrude mine 
here. There was enough that was really 
good to prevent any severe criticism. Some 
of the singing was particularly delightful. 

The church was very tastefully decorated 
with evergreens; and the school realized 
about a hundred dollars clear of the expenses. 
II. 

The second Exhibition of the Brooklyn 
Sunday School took place on Tuesday even- 
ing, January 15th. Here also the congrega- 
tion exhibits a laudabl&interest in its nursery, 
as was evinced in a very fair attendance, con- 
tributing some seventy dollars to the funds of 
the school. The exercises were abundantly 
interesting, and sufficiently various ; and ge- 
nerally well delivered, excepting that occa- 
sionally the pieces were spoken in a too low 



The singing by the primary class, and of 
the solos and duetts, was capital, and reflects 
much credit upon the ladies who superin- 
tended this part of the entertainment. The 
church was neatly decorated. 



Elizabeth Fry. 

[continued from our last.] 
An anecdote may illustrate the influence 
which Elizabeth Fry possessed. On visiting 

one of the prisons of the kingdom of -, 

in 1839, she found many of the convicts work- 
ing in chains, sorely burdened and oppi^ssed. 
In unison with her friend William Allen, she 
pressed the case, in the absence of the king^ 
on the attention of the queen iand crown 
prince. Soon afterwards the queen was seized ' 
by her mortal illness, but did not depart from 
this world, without obtaining the kind promise 
of her royal consort, that Elizabeth Fry's re- 
commendations respecting the prisons, should 
be at once adopted. When the same prison 
was again visited by her in 1841, not a chain 
was to be seen on any of the criminals. They 
were working with comparative ease and free- 
dom ; not one of them, as the governor de- 
clared, had made his escape ; and great and 
general was the joy with which they received 
and welcomed their benefactress. 

On several occasions, during her continental 
journeys, when in the presence of persons in 
authority, Elizabeth Fry was a warm and bold 
advocate for religious liberty. She was greatly 
afflicted by witnessing the persecutions which 
of late years (as well as formerly) have dis- 
graced even Protestant kingdoms in Europe, 
as well as many of the small republics ; and 
her appeals on the subject were 'honest, forci- 
ble, and to a considerable degree, successfuL 

She was greatly esteemed by many persons 
of high rank and authority, and possessed the 
personal friendship even of kings ; but, after 
all, those loved her^ best who knew her the 
most in private life. She was, truly, an at- 
tached and devoted wife — a cherished and 
cherishing mother — a loving and grateful sister 
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—a dispenser of the true htdm of Christian 
comfort, in erery hour of need, to her intimate 
anociates and friends. Her love, which flowed 
•o freely towai'ds mankind in general, assumed 
a concentrated form towards the individuals of 
her own immediate circle. There was not one 
of them who did live in her remembrance ; not 
one who could not acknowledge her as an 
especial friend — a helper and sustainer in life. 
She was an ^dent lover of the beauties of 
nature, and observed them with delight, in 
their smaller as well as larger features. A 
shell by the sea-side, a feather, or a flower, 
would fill her heart with joy, and tune her 
tongue to praise, while she gazed on it as an 
evidence of Divine wisdom, skill, and good- 
ness. It was, indeed, a remarkable feature in 
her character, that she was as complete in the 
little as in the great things of life— ras success- 
ful in matters of a subordinate nature, as in 
those of higher moment. 

She was not exempt from the ordinary tri- 
bulations and trials to which humanity is sub- 
ject ; and it was through no light measure of 
affliction that she was prepared for her fulness 
of sympathy for the sufferings of others. A 
delicate constitution, and many sore visitations 
of sickness, the unexpected death of some of 
her beloved children and grand-children, as 
well as the loss of other near relatives, and 
some adverse circumstances, were among the 
trials by which she was proved. Through 
these, by the influences of the religion of 
Cheist, she was enabled to pass with patience 
and humility, and true resignation of soul. 
She knew what it was to mourn and weep, 
but she never despaired. She was one who 
conld truly sing the song of Habakkuk : ^ Al- 
though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalk ; yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of 
my salvation.*' 

In the summer of 1843, she spent a few 
weeks in Paris, for the last time. On this visit 
she was received with peculiar pleasure by 
her mimerous firiends, and engaged lor the 



last time in a foreign land in the religious ex- 
ercises to which she was accustomed. 

Soon after her return home, her health was 
evidently enfeebled, and towards the elose of 
that year, she became so alarmingly ill ihat 
the solicitude of her own femily, and the mul- 
titudes who loved her and knew her value, 
was painfully awakened. Although she con- 
tinued very infirm in body, the sufferings 
which she had endured, from a painful irrita- 
tion of the nerves, and spasms, gradually 
abated. She was again enabled, to a certain 
extent, and with occasional relapses, to enjoy 
the company of h*er friends ; agam united with 
them in the public vrorship of God ; again 
cheered and comforted the family circle ; again 
labored, as far as health would permit, for the 
benefit of her fellow^men. She was enabled 
to attend two of the sittings of the last Yeariy 
Meeting, and the last annual meeting of the 
British Ladies' Society, on which several oc- 
casions she addressed the company present, 
with all her usual sweetness, love, and power. 

About August last, she went with her hus- 
band and family, for change of air and scene, 
to Ramsgate, where she was surrounded by 
several membera of her family, and took pe- 
culiar pleasure in the company of some of her 
beloved grand-children, who had lately lost an 
invaluable father. But she was far from for- 
getting to be useful to othera beyond her own 
circle. Repeatedly was she engaged in ao- 
ceptaUe religious service at a Friencte' Meet- 
ing in a neighboring village; and she took 
great pains in disseminating Bibles and tracts 
among the crews of foreign and other vesaels, 
which frequented the harbor. <<We must 
work while it is called to-day," said she, 
" However low the service we may be called 
to. I desire through the help that may be 
granted me, to do it to the end;*' adding, ^ * Let 
us sow beside all watero;' I so greatly feel 
the importance of that text,' * In the morning 
sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand, for thou knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either this or that, or whether 
they both shall be alike good.' " 

In the afternoon of the llth October, after 
a day or two of conaderable suffering and de- 
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bility, sbd was suddenly attacked with pres- 
sure on the brain, and while sinking under 
the stroke, was heard to exclaim, '* O my dear 
. Lord, keep and help thy servant !" She soon 
fell into a deep slumber, and became totcUly 
unconscious; which state, notwithstanding 
some severe convulsions, continued almost 
without intermission, until, on the morning of 
the 13th, she quietly drew her last breath, in 
the 66th year of her age. Although she was 
scarcely to be numbered with the aged, her's 
was a LONG LiFK in the service of her God 
and Savior. She was one of the few who 
have faithfully trodden in' the footsteps of 
Jesus, and have been true children of Him 
who is kind to the unthankful and the evil. 
Notwithstanding her popularity and celebrity, 
her humility was remarkable. She experi- 
enced no exaltation of spirit in view of the 
position to ijehich she had arrived, but ascribed 
the glory to^ Him who had imparted of His 
Spirit to her. Her name is enrolled in the 
records of Heavenly Charity, as one who has 
turned many to righteousness. 

Her memory is blessed. May we follow 
her, as she followed Christ ! 



Good Juvenile Books « 

Praise and Principle ; or, For what shall 
I live ? by the author of " Conquest and Self- 
Conquest." Harper & Brothers, New York, 
publishers. 

The Perils of Paul Percival ; or, the 
* Young Adventurer : by Rev. J. Young. Sax- 
ton, Peirce & Co., Boston. 

The Well-bred Boy ; or, New School of 
Grood Manners. Crosby & Nichols, Boston. 

The Well-bred Girl ; an Addition to the 
Hints on Good Manners, contained in " The 
Well-bred Boy." Crosby & Nichols, Boston. 

Persevere and you must succeed ; or. 
The History ,of Mary Smith. Crosby & Ni- 
ehols, Boston. 

Traditions of Palestine ; or, The Times 
of the Savior: edited by Harriet Martineau. 
Crosby & Co., Boston. 

The Flower Basket : translated from the 
German of Schmid, by Rev. T. J. Sawyer. 
C. L. Stickney, Boston. 



Music for Children. 

The following volumes have been added 
within a few months to the stock of school 
and home music for children. They deserve 
the attention of those who, cater for the song- 
taste of the young; and will prove useful and 
pfeasing. 

1. The Young Melodist : by William B. 
Bradbury. Mark H. Newman, New York, 
publisher. 

2. The Juvenile Choir : by Geo. Kings- 
ley. A. S. Barnes & Co., New York. This 
volume is finely executed, and the music is of 
a high order. 



Ol/* Librarians and Parents, I hope, will 
notice the several articles which have been or 
may be given, recommending Juvenile Works. 
If these hinnble lists fail to receive due atten- 
tion at their hands, my labour is in vain. It 
is proper for me to say, that I recommend no 
book which I have not read. 



Frdm The New York Tribune, * ' ' 

Winter and Want. 
A Child's Winter-thought of his Comforts and 
of the Poor, 
I. 
Hurra for cold weather I hurra for the snow ! 
Now, light as a feather, in drifts see it blow. 
Like white down of thistles the flakes fill the air ! 
The merry wmd whistles at frolics so rare. 

II. 

The window-blinds clatter, the chimney-draught 

roars ; 
Blow on, wind ! no matter, we'xe safe within doors. 
The snow-banks are spreading fast over the street : 
What fun to be treading the paths with our foet I 

III. 

And then — we'll go sleighing, in warm raiment 

clad ; 
With fine horses, neighing as if they were glad : 
The shining bells jingle, the swift cotter flies. 
And, if our ears tingle, no matter. Who cries! 

IV. 

What can be the reason folks call winter drear ? 
There's no gliyer season for boys in the year ; 
On skates see us gliding, and we've other sports : 
As snow-balling, sliding, or boitding snow-forts. 
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At. home too, how pleasant bright fires and good 
cheer ; 

With a nice Christmas present, and one at New- 
Year. 

Through storms dark and iig]y our fireside is light; 

And we're covered snugly in warm beds at night. 

VI. 

But stay : while, so gladly, these comforts I trace; 
Another view sadly comes up in their place. 
While plenty and blessing lie heaped at our door, 
How dark and distressing the case of the poor ! 

VII. 

In old, crumbling shanty, thin-robed and thread- 
bare, 
With bedding too scanty, and coarse stinted fare ; 
With hardly a splinter of wood to the fire, 
Ah ! little in Winter have they to admire. 

VIII. 

Mid comforts abounding, w^ll clothed and full fed. 
The bright fire surrounding, or cosy in bed. 
Our lips do not quiver, all hungry and weak ; 
Nor, heart-chilled, we shiver, too wretched to 



JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 



IX. 

Bat these, the wan creatures of anguish and cares, 
From whose sharpened features lean Misery stares ; 
These — often, whose tearful appeal men con- 
demn — 
How dismal, how fearful, is Winter to them ! 



Poor sufiTerers ! sadly your wants I deplore. 
I'll share with you gladly my own little store. 
I've play things so many, when fewer would do. 
And I'd part with any, to buy bread for you. 

XI. 

Some clothes too I'll gather yon ; Ma says I may ; 

And to our great Father in Heaven I'll pray ; 

> He will not forsake you : your tears He can dry ; 

And then, at last, take you to His home on high. 

Loieell, Mass. Jan. 1846. Ctonus. 



ID* I have many good books that I cannot 
sit down to read. Th'ey are indeed good and 
sound, but like half-pence, there goes a great 
quantity to little amoixit. There are silver 
books, and a few golden books, but I have one 
book, worth moje than all, called the bibie, 
and that is a book of bank notes. 



**.A11 thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." 



The Bible* 

The Bible ! Children, what a blessed gift 
was the Bible to man. I have recently read of 
a little boy who was made happy by the truths 
of the Bible when death was staring him in 
the face. The coal miners in England die 
frequently very deep down in the earth. Some- 
times in these pits men, women and children 
lose their lives by the rushing in of water, or 
explosion caused by gas. At one time there 
were more than thirty men and forty boys de- 
stroyed by the rushing of water into one of 
these pits. Before they could be got out, they 
either starved to death or perished otherwise. 
One little boy who had been taught to love the 
Bible, took a piece of iron an3 wrote on a box 
the following words to his mother and brother.; 
children read it, and think of the lesson it 
teaches — and profit by the same : " Fret not, 
my dear mother, for we were singing and prais- 
ing God, while we had time. Mother, follow 
God more than ever I did. Joseph be a good 
lad to God and mother." Is not that good 
advice. May you my young friends follow it. 

J. M. U. 



ORIGINAL. 

Tbe Bible. 

This is a precious book indeed, 
And happy he who loves to read ; 

It will the mind with knowledge fill. 
And bid the troubled soul be still. 

It points to God who dwells above, i 

Whose nature is unchanging love ; 

It bids us look for bliss in heayen. 
Where life by Jesus Christ is given. 

It tells ub of a Savior too. 

Who brought immortal life to view ; 
Wlio little children sweetly blest. 

And called them heirs of heavenly rest. 

We'll read this book with new delight. 
Which will our thoughts direct aright ; 

And while we walk life's chequered way. 
Its holy precepts will obey. 
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ORIGINAL. 

Tile Emigrants, 
^r M1S8 svi^iJL A. riiXrqHSR. 

Slow and sad were the movements of many 
in that little band, for they were leaving the 
home of their childhood. They had suBered 
much there — they had suffered, and toiled, and 
wept ; they had borne persecution, for the faith 
that was very dear unto them, was a forbidden 
thing ; yet still it was the home of their love, 
and they mourned to leave it. There were 
little children there, who looked up to their 
parents with wondering eyes, and asked them 
where they were going ; and there were those 
who ^ad lived long enough to know the cause 
of all this wo, whose young faces wore a 
strange expression of sadness. But most sor- 
rowful of all it was to see the old people there, 
the grand-fathers and erand-mothers of these 
little children. They had played under those 
trees when they too were young; they had 
lived and grown old amid the same scenes, and 
how could they leave them without much of 
sad and regretful feeling. 

Why then did th^ey go 1 Because they were 
good people, who loved God, and wished to 
wofship Him in the way they thought right. 
The other people where they lived were not 
willing they should do this, and so they re- 
solved to leave their homes, and go where they 
could obey God, and lead holy lives without 
anyone to prevent. 

They did so; they left their native place — 
the school where their playmates studied, and 
the church where they first went to hear of 
holy things, the dwellings where they had al- 
ways lived, and the graves where so many of 
their loved ones slept ; they went sadly, but 
they knew it was right, and they went. After 
much trouble and labor, they arrived at a place 
where they thought they might live La peace. 



It was a desolate place; there were thick 
woods all around, and savage people ; but they 
knew that God would be with them there, as 
well as in the most comfortable home, and they 
were happy. Their first act was to praise Him, 
and the first building they erected after provid- 
ing a shelter from the storms, was a church, 
where they mfight meet to worship Him. It 
looked very liule like the churches we see 
around us now, for it was a small low building, 
with only a few windows in it, and it was very 
rudely built. They left two or three large trees 
standing near it, and there they came up every 
Sunday, and led the children there, to hear 
about God, and our Savior. 

These good people endured much suffering, 
and were often reduced almost to starving. 
They had to bear cold, and hunger, aikl labor, 
but they did not despair. They worked on, 
and they still prayed for help. After a while, 
there were many villages in the country whdch 
looked so desolate, and some of them grew to 
be large cities. There are many beautiftil 
churches there — they are surrounded by large 
houses, and the graveyards near are filled with 
marble stones and splendid monuments. The 
old church has become nearly black with the 
sttjrms of years ; the moss has grown over the ' 
roof, and the stonea which mark the graves are 
broken and decayed. But had they not thus 
borne so much to build that old church, 
and to teach their children there to love and 
worship God, those newer and handsomer 
churches would never have been built. 

Those good people were those who first 
came to our country. These villages and cities 
that we see all around us, are in the places 
where they found only dark woods ; and the 
handsome churches wk&ie we now meet to 
w<»rahip God, are not more beautiful in His 
sighl;, than the smaller one which our. pilgrim 
fathers erected. 
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The Thistle. 

BT MISS JULIA A. riiETCHER. 

. A thistle grew beside the door 
In the early days of spring ; 
So small the little child might pluck 
The weak and tiny thing. 

Yet when the summer days come on, 

There still unharmed it stood. 
Amid the city's busy streets • " 

As in its native wood. 

'Twas nurtured by the summer rain. 

It drank the summer dew ; 
And stout and strong, with leaf and thorn. 

The sturdy thistle grew. 

My heart was filled with earnest joy 

To see the thistle there, ^ 
I plucked away the crowding weeds. 

And lent it kindly care. 

The flowers and weeds which round it grew 

Alike were all forgot, 
And when the spoiler's hand was raised 

To tear it from the spot ; 

I thus upspbke right earnestly, 

Saying •• let my thistle be, 
Of fields, and woods, and country things. 

It speaketh unto me." 

So thus npgrew the thistle 

Full six feet high or more, 
There in its rugged beauty 

Unharmed beside the door. 

The storm-winds canie with fiercest wrath 

One wild and fearful night. 
But still unbroken aud unbowed 

It struggled with their might. 

I saw its branches large and high,* 

Its armor thorns so long. 
And deemed that naught could bend to eai^h 

A thing so proud and strong. 

But then upsprang the creeping vines, 

And clambered up the wall. 
They clambered o'er the lattice greea^ 

And the snowberry bushes tall ; 

And one by one they all around 

That giant thistle twined ; 
Like the fettering ties of earthliness 

Around a mighty mind. 



Tho^ clasping tendrils — small and weak- 
Around each branch were flung. 

Tin scarce a leaf or thorn was seen. 
The curtainmg leaves among. 

I saw it stand a fettered thing- 
Fast withering to decay. 

And from my heart the lesson given 
May never pass away. 



The Good Little GirL 

A superintendent once remarked ^> the children 
of his Sabbath School that they could do some 
good, and be of service to the world. A little girly 
who heard this remark, on her return firom scImk>1, 
after having related what the superintendent had 
said — inquired of her mother what good she could 
do. ** Thmk ! my child," said her mother. "Can't 
you think of somethiog you can do that will be- 
nefit others ?" The little girl paused, considered a 
moment, and then retired. After she had return- 
ed, her mother said to her, ** Where have you 
been, my daughter ?" Said the little girl ijvith a 
cheerful countenance and a pleasant smile, as if 
conscious of having done her duty, and accom- 
plished some good, ** I have been to read my Tes- 
tament to the poor blind woman." 

With what pleasiug emotions that little girl 
must have been inspir^ when she reflected that 
she had been the means of comforting the poor 
woman deprived of sight, by reading to her the 
consoling and cheering promises the Testament 
affords, when she thought of the joy that was ex- 
pressed in her countenance, and of the many 
thanks she had bestowed on her kindness ! Do 
vou not think the sweetness of her nature often led 
her to seek out objjects of compassion on which to 
bestow similar acts of kindness ? 

If my young readers would knew the pleasure 
which flows from acts of benevolence, let them 
imitate the example of that good little girl, who« 
no doubt, learned from her Testament that we 
should not forget " to do good and communicatei" 
— ** for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." 
' — Juvenile Wesleyan, 



Kindness. 

A little word in kindness spoken, 

A motion or a tear, 
Has often heal'd a heart all broken. 

And made a friend sincere. 

A word — a look — has crushed to earth, 

Full many a budding flower. 
Which, had a smile hut owned its birth, 

Would bless life's darkest hour. 

Then deem it not a^ idle thing, 

A pleasant word to speak ; 
The face you wear, the thought you bringi 

A heart may heal or break. 
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Ladj Jane Graj* > 

This most accomplished and amiable female, 
nearly allied to the royal family, and devoted 
to the Protestant religion, was put to death at 
the early age of eighteen. She was beheaded 
by order of Queen Mary in the year 1523, 
having voluntarily resigned the crown, which 
she wore only ten days. The night before she 
was beheaded, she sent a Greek Testament to 
her sister Catherine, with this high encomium 
written at the end of it. 

'* I have sent you, good sister Catherine, a 
book which although it be not outwardly beau- 
tiful, it is of more worth than precious stones. 
It is the book, dear sister, of the law of the 
Lord. It is his testament and last will, which 
he^ bequeathed unto us wretches,' which shall 
lead you to the path of eternal joy ; and if you 
with a good mind read it, and do with an ear- 
nest mind purpose to follow it, it shall brms 
you to an immortal and everlasting life. It 
shall teach you how to live and how to die. It 
shall win you more than you should have gain- 
ed by your woful fathejr?8 hands ; for as if God 
had prospered him you should have inherited 
his lands ; so if you apply diligently to this 
book, seeking to direct your life after it, you 
shall be an inheritor of such riches, as neiUier 
the covetous shall withdraw from you, neither 
thief shall steal, neither yet the moths cor- 
rupt." 

Never mind it, dear. 

Mary Millman had so often heard her mother 
say, '^ Never mind it, dear !" that when any 
little accident happened to her playthings, even 
if she were alone, she used to say to herself, 
" Never mind it, dear I " This little saying had 
done Mary a great deal of good, for it had 
taught her to bear that meekly, which used t6 
put her out of temper. 

One day, as I went by the door of the room 
where Mary was nursing her doll, the doll fell 
down, and its nose was broken, when Mary 
cried out directly, as she picked it up, " Never 
mind it, dear; never mind it, dear!' **0h," 
thought I, ** I wish we could all meet our trou- 
bles in the same spirit." Mary's mother brings 
up her little girl in the fear of God, and teaches 
her, not only to be patient under trials, but also 
to be grateftil for every blessing she enjoys. 
Christian mothers are great mercies : 

On deeds of love intent, 
They mould the youthful mind ; 

And as the twig is bent. 

When heavenly grace is sent, 
The tree will be inclined. 



He that walks -with God is never out of the 
way. 



A Riddle. 

In a pretty little book called " Philosophical 
Amusements," which consists of conversations 
between Mr. and Mrs. Somers and George and 
Louisa, is the following curious riddle told to 
the children by Mr. S. 

** There is a father with twice six sons ; these 
sons have each thirty daughters, who are parti- 
colored, having one cheek white, the other 
black. They never see each others' faces, 
nor live above twenty four-hours." 

" A very'strange and unsociable family!" 
observed Louisa. 

" I should never guess it," said George, " if 
I were to dedicate a year to it." 

" You have, nevertheless, my boy, just pro- 
nounced the name of the said father, and that, 
too after a single moments consideration." 

** It is a YEAR." 

** A year !" exclaimed the astonished boy. 

" A year !" echoed Louisa ; " to be sure it 
is ; I now see it clearly. His " twice six sons" 
are the twelve months ; the " thirty daughteis," 
the days of each month; and since one day 
must necessarily pass away before the next can 
arrive, they may be' truly said never to see each 
other's faces." 

" Admirably expounded," said the mother. 

** And each day," added George, " is cer- 
tainly * parti-colored,' as it is made up of light 
and darkness." 



A Good Example* 

A boy was once tempted by some of his 
companions, to pluck some ripe cherries from 
a tree which his father had forbidden him to 
touch. 

• " You need not be afraid," said they, " for 
if your father should find out that you had taken 
them, he is so kind that he will not hurt you." 

" That is the reason," replied the boy, "why 
I would not touch them. It is true my father 
may not hurt me ; yet my disobedience, I 
know, would hurt my father ; and that would 
be worse to me than anything else." 

Was not this an excellent reason 1 



Profane Language. 

Avoid those who are profane and oV scene in 
their language. By long association with such 
youth, you will by degrees habituate yourself 
to their language, and thus be shunned by the 
virtuous and the good. When you hear the 
name of God irreverently spoken by a com- 
panion, set him down as an unsafe friend ; and 
unless he break away from this habit, in future 
have but little to do with him. 



Men will wrangle for reli^rion, write for it, 
fight for it, die for it ; anythmg but live fdr it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND SABBATH SCHOOL CONTRIBUTOR. 



<< Be re followers of God as dear children*" Puul. 
Vol. VlL—PAkT II. BOSTON AND NEW-YORK, FEBRUARY 16, 1846. 



No. i. 



Poblished Jihe 1st and l^tb of every Month, 

BY JAMES M. USH.EU. 

Ret, JOHN G. ADAMS, Ej>itor. 

PffBUGAdOir Omom op thb GospbIi Tsagsbr, No. S5 
CornhiU, Boiton. 



The Holy I<and. 

Intimately connected as the Land of Jadea is 
with the rise and progress of our religion, it is 
presumed that any and every notice of its his- 
tory must possess something of interest to the 
Christian believer. It cannot well be otherwise, 
for no one is a Christian without feeling an in- 
terest in Christianity, and with this he must 
also feel an interest in every thing connected 
with it. The country in which it commenced 
its existence is one of the moot remarkable on 
the earth, and its history from .first to last is 
fraught with instruction and engaging incident. 
The various changes it has passed through 
with regard to ownership, and the condition 
fsid character of its inhabitants^ are of them- 
selves enough to confine the attention, for a 
time at least, of the most wandering mind. 

But when, in addition to these considerations 
we remember that it is the great theatre of 
the divine dispensations, the chosen place, as 
it were, of Jehovah, where he has moie espe- 
cially manifested himself through his servants, 
and where all the great events and stupendous 
miracles of the law and the gospel were dis- 
played before the astonished people, and where 
the Savior was born, lived, labored, died, and 
rose again^— when theee facts are taken to- 
gether with its own separate importance as a 
political state, Judea comes to us with a claim 



upon our attention, which very few countries 
po^isess. I have thought, therefore, to give a 
brief sketch of the Historical Geography of the 
country, in as few words as possible, believing 
that the reador will find it both interesting and 
profitable. 

First, 77«c name rf the Country. 1. We 
frequently hear oif it as the Land if. Canaan ; 
it is so called in a great many places of the 
Old Testament. This name is derived from 
the youngest son of Ham, who was the son of 
Noah ; and of this individual we have a notice 
in the 10th chapter of Genesis : <* Canaan be> 
gat Sidod, and the Araorite and the Hivite," 
&c., '* and afterward were the families of the 
Caananites spread aluroad. And the border of 
the Canaanites was from Sidbn to Sara." The 
descendants of Canaan, the grandson of Noah, 
spread abroad over this country, and in honor 
of their ancestor they called it after him. The 
Land of Canaan. 

• 2. The Land of Judah was first applied to 
that portion of the country allotted to the tribe 
of Judah, but aflerward from their superiority, 
it was applied to the whole territory. From 
this came the name Judtea, which the country 
received and retained under the 'Romans, and 
by which it is frequently called at this day. 

3. The Land of Israel was a distinctive 
name, derived from the Israelites who were 
the descendants of JacOb^ who was afterwards 
called Israel, as recorded in Gen. xxxii. 28. 
This appellation is of most frequent occuiv 
rence in the Old Testament, but it is so called 
only on one occasion in the New ; Judea being 
the common term used there. The term, Land 
of Israel, embraced the country on both sides 
of the Jordan, comprising all that territory 
which God covenanted to give Abraham and 
his posterity. This leada in the fourth place, 
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to the name which it received from thui circum- 
stance, which wan, . 

4. The Land of Promise* This has refer- 
ence to the promise contained in Gen. xvii. 8, 
** I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a, stranger, all 
the land of Canaan,. for an everlasting posses 
sion." In consequence of this covenant of the 
Lord God with Abraham and his descendants, 
it received among the people the appellation in 
question. Here Paul says in Hebrews xi. 9, 
speaking of Abraham, ** He sojourned in the 
land of promise," alluding to the country of 
which we are speaking. 

It may not be improper to say a few words 
here respecting the intention, or more directly, 
the duration of this promise ; as this, ascer- 
tained, will serve to throw some light upon a 
highly important question. The language of 
the promise which God here makes to the pat- 
riarch and his posterity, is of a very po^tive 
character, according to modern criticism. He 
declares that he will not only^ give them the 
land, but it shall be to them an everlasting pos- 
session. The attention of the reader is more 
particularly called to the word " everiastnrig." 

The word here used is Hebrew, but it is 
exactly equivalent to the Greek word aionios, 
used in the New Testament ; and it is worthy 
of aote that in the Greek translatiop of the Old 
Testament, aionios is used as perfectly answer- 
ing in signification to the word used in the pro- 
mise. What we wish the reader to observe 
here is,. that God promises the patriarch Abra- 
ham that the lapd of Israel shall be an ever- 
lasting possession to them, and then to com- 
pare with this the fact that they have been 
long since driven from it. The' inference i» 
clear — either the term ** everlasting" does not 
necessarily mean endless, or the promise of 
Grod has been falsified, for the Jews have long 
ages ago been driven out of their " everlasting 
possession." 

5. The next term applied to this country is 
that of Hofy Land* We" find it used by the 
prophet Zechariah in chapter 12. " The Lord 
shall inherit (or give to) Judah his portion in 
the Holy Land, and shall choose Jerusalem 
again. It is so called also in the apochrypbal 
books of Wisdom and Maccabees. The Jews 
di^ded the world into two portions, the land of 
Israel, and the land out of Israel ; the fink, 
their own country, was holy, and all the rest 
polluted and unclean. And so great was their 
veneration for the land of Judea, that its very 
dust was considered sacred; and when they 
came from any other country, they stopped on 
the borders, and wiped the dust from their feet, 
lest their inheritance should be defiled with it; 
and yet more, they would not sufi^er, any vege- 
tables to be brought from a Gentile land, lest 
they should bring some diit with thera, and 



thus defile the holy heritage ! Our Lord doubt- 
less refers to this, when he commands them. 
Matt. X. 14, to shake the dust from their feet 
when returning from any city which would not 
receive them ; signifying in this way that the 
Jews themselves, if they rejected the gospel, 
were no lunger to be regarded as the chosen of 
God, but were to be viewed in the same Mght 
as the heathen. 

The term *• Holy Land" was much in use 
during the Crusades, which cost Europe so 
much blood and treasure. The fanatics who 
gloried in these inglorious adventures, though 
shouting loud the rescue of the Holy Land, 
were guilty of the most unholy measures for 
accomplishing their object, and for gratifying 
their vengeance against their foes. On account 
of these murderous events the name Holy^ 
Land acquired at this period of 'Christian his-' 
tory a painful celebrity, and the associations 
which it called op in the mind were only those 
of invasion, rapine, slaughter and revenge. 
Now, it is hoped, that when uttered, it is con*- 
nected with other thoughts and feelings. 

6. Lastly, this country was known by the 
name of Palestine; it is so called by Moses, iu 
Exodus XV. 14 : ** Sorrows shall take hold on 
the inhabitants of Palestina." It is derived 
from the Philistines, according to Home, who 
migrated from Egypt, and having expeVled the 
aboriginal inhabitants, settled on the borders 
of the Mediterranean, and afterwards became 
so considerable auB to give their name to the 
country. Palestine is the name by which this 
country is generally known at this day, being 
that used chiefly by travellers and geographers, 
—Rev, r. B. Thayer, 



Scorn not Little Things* 

Scorn not the tlifhtest word or deed^ 
Nor deem it void of power ; 

There's fruit m each wind-wafted seed 
Waitmg his natal hoar. 

A whispering word may touch the heart. 

And call it back to life f 
A look of love bid sin depart. 

And still unholy strife. 

No act falls fmftless, none can tell 
How vast bis power may be, 

.Nor what results unfbldied dwell 
Within it silently. 

Work and despair not ; give tby mke. 

Nor care how small it be ; 
God is with ail that serve thee right,* 

The holy, true, and free. 
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ORIGINAL'. 

DIALOGUE IN TERSE. 

BY REV. H. BACON. 

[T%e boy takes hU station in the part of the 
church opposite the stage, and advances a few 
steps as each verse is addressed to him,'\ 
Brother, come home ! We have waited long 
To hear thy voice in the evening song ; 
Onr joy is less in the mirthful time. 
Since thoa hast left thy native clime, 
And we weep to think how long 'twill be 
Ere thou will come from the treacherous sea, — 
Brother, come home ! 

Sister, I come ! for no land to me 
Is like the land of the nobly free ; 
And the vines that creep by our cottage door 
Are fairer than grow on the foreign shore ; 
And the wild rose there by the pathway green. 
Outrivals the fairest mine eyes have seen ; 
Sister, I come ! 

Brother come home ! for my books and plaj 
Can yield no bliss while thou'rt away ; 
And I list at eve to hear thy tread. 
But with tears must pillow my weary head ; 
And I start in my dream of the stormy sea. 
And fear that forever thou*rt lost to me, — 
Brother, come home ! 

Sister, I come ! in the dreadful night. 
When our bark has felt the tempest's might ; 
I have clung to the cords of the giddy mast. 
And far to our home mine eyes have cast ; 
And thro' the dread storm I have seen thy face. 
And felt in my soul a new-bom grace ; — 
Sister, I come ! 

Brother, come home ! we will spread the board. 
And in festive cheer we will thank our God, 
Whose love has borne thee thro' peril's hour. 
And round thee cast his shield of power ; 
And by the side of our parent's chair. 
We will lift to heaven our grateful prayer, — 
Brother, come home ! 

Sister, I come ! I have felt the charm 
Of our own pure home to keep from harm ; 
And the lip profane has not been mine. 
Nor have I drank of the tempting wine ; 
But pure as I left our garden bower, 
I come to thee in thii happy hour ;~ 
Sister, I come ! 



An Evening Tiew of Jenualem, 

AND THE TEMPLE FROM MOUNT OLIVET. 

It is impossible to conceive a spectacle of 
greater natural or moral sublimity, than the 
Savior seated on the slope of the Mount of 
Olives, aud thus looking down for almost the 
last time, on the whole Temple and city of Je- 
rusalem, crowded as it then was with near three 
millions of worshippers. It was evening, and 
the' whole irregular outline of the city, rising 
from the deep glens which encircled it on all 
sides, might be distinctly traced. The sun, 
the significant emblem of the great fountain of 
light, tu which Jesus and his faith had becm 
perpetually compared, may be imagined sink> 
ing among the western hills, while his last rays 
might linger on the bread and mossy fortifica- 
tions on Mount Zion, on the stately palace of 
Herod, on the square tower, the Antonio, aiid 
the corner of the temple, and on the roof of 
the temple, fretted all over with golden spikes, 
which glittered like fire ; while below, the co- 
lonnades and lofty gates would cast their broad 
shadows over the courts, and afi^rd that strik- 
ing contrast between masses of gloom and 
gleams of the richest light, which only an 
evening scene like the present can display. 
Nor, indeed, (even without the sacied and so- 
lemn associations connected with the holy city,) 
would it be easy to conceive any natural situa- 
tion in the world of more impressive grandeur, 
or likely i6 be seen with greater advantage 
under the influence of such accessories, than 
that of Jerusalem, seated, as it was, upon 
hills of irregular height, intersected by bold 
ravines, and hemmed in almost on all sides by 
still loftier mountains, and itself formed, in its 
most conspicuous parts, of gorgeous ranges of 
eastern architecturoi in all its lightness^ luxu- 
riance, and variety. The effect may have been 
heightened by the rising of the slow volumes 
of smoke from the evening sacrifices, while 
even at the distance of the slope of Mount Oli- 
vet, the silence may have been faintly broken 
by the hymns of the worshippers.*' 



Washington on Profanity* 

" The General is sorry to be informed that 
the foolish and wicked practice of ptofane curs- 
ing and swearing — a vice heretofoie little 
known in the American army — is growing into 
fashion. He hopes the oflScers wDl, by exam- 
ple as well as influence, endeavor to check it, 
and that both they and the men will reflect, 
that we can but little hope for the blessing of 
Heaven on our arms, if we insult it by our im- 
piety and folly. Added to this, it is a vice so 
mean and low, without any temptation, that 
every man of sense detests and despises it." 
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GOSPEL TEACHER. 

BOSTON. FEBRUARY 15, 1846. 

SlaspacliiisetU Slate t*rit«ii» 

Hoi hmg since ve bad occasion to Tisit the 
Ma68ach«9ett8 State Prison, in Charleatown. 
We went in ^cmopany witAi other friends who 
SLfe interested in the welfare of the prisoner, 
aod who belieye with us that, thongh he may 
ha^e been sorely overcome of evil, he is still a 
child of God, and an heir of redemption. 

Oor expedtations in relation to the present 
state of affairs at the prison had been conside- 
rably raised since we bad heard of the excellent 
management of the present Warden of the in- 
stktitioti ; and we found these expectations in 
no v^ise disappointed. The person who holds 
this responsible office is the Hon. Frederick 
E0BIM8ON9 a g«ntlemaii eminently fitted foir this 
rerj station. Possessing a strong, clear and 
disciiminating mind, a large experience in 
judging of human character, and with all a 
heart whose movings are jarompted by benevo- 
lenco and the great idea of ^y first ^ and c6n- 
seqttences afterwards, he seeihs as Well at home 
in that moral hospital, as any good parent in 
his £(unily, or teacher in his aphool. The pri- 
soneiv have no ill-feehngs toward him. They 
reati2se that he is their fViend ; and they respect 
and love him. 

Wo went ail through the institution, and 
saw the inmates at their labors — some hammer- 
ing stone, making brushes, shoes, and cabi- 
net fomitore— rothers mannfacCaring tin w^e, 
working on iron — printing on copperplate, &c. 
The cooking rooms were clean and sweet as 
could be desired — and the cells in perfect neat- 
ness and order. Every thing there seemed like 
clock-work. We tarried tiil the prisoners left 
work, and wont into the Chapel together, two 
hundred and *sixty-nine of them, to attend the 
accustomed service at the close of the day. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Curtis, read an ap- 
prc^riate hymn, which was well sung, the 
singing being accompanied with very rich in- 
strumental music. Then the Warden read a 
chapter from the Book of Proverbs. Then 
folkmed a prayer by the Chaplain, after which 
the inm^es roatehed to" their cells, taking by 



the way, each one, his supper with him. At 
a given signal , each cell-door was dosed. After 
supper the prisoners are allowed to read until 
nine o'clock in their cells ; adequate light being 
provided on the outside, and coming in at tho 
door, for this purpose. 

On the whole, we were very highly gratifiied 
in this visit to the ^prison — disagreeable in one 
respect, as such a visit must necessaril^y be. 
Tet, 'When we les^ise the influence now ia 
operation there — ^the healtiifal, disciplkaiy 
moral influence exerted by the excellent War- 
den. of this institution, there will come with all 
the unpleasant associations, cheering and bless- 
ed assurances. The Warden is not the stem 
ruler, but the kind parent of the prisoners. H« 
feels as a man for them ; and they know it. 
And his whole administration there goes on 
smoothly. Under such an influence as he ox- 
erts, the inmates of that place, if susceptible 
of any moral impressions, will leave it better 
men than they entered it. Heaven send *«s 
more -men like Frederidc Robinson. The 
world hath need of them. 



Wine Dffiakteffr. 

This is one of the crying evils of out day. 
Its influence is most deadly in the social circle. 
It does its work in too many of the more 
wealthy and fashionable families among us. 
Many children learn at their own Other's table 
how to drink and to love this intoxicaUng pfi- 
9on. Hundreds of yobng men in our countcgr 
are falling uAder this curse, because it is a 
fashionable one. It has prevailed in our col- 
leges to an alarming degree, and that too, be- 
cause of the neglect of the oflicers of these 
institutions to set their faces against it. Old 
Harvard College, at Cambridge, we x^gret to 
say is still a Wine College — and ought to be 
kpown as such. We mean by this that wine 
drinking is tolerated by the college govern- 
ment ; and that on every Commencement Day 
there is an abundanoe of this liquid abomiiMi- 
tion to be seen there. What a shame thison 
so good and venerable an institution ! Must oar 
youth who go there be exposed t(^uch an evil 
much longer ? 

We have been led to these remarks on read- 
ing the following from Professor Goodrich, of 
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Yale College, New Haven, in reference to this 
evil. He relates a thrilling instance of destruc- 
tion hy wine. O may our young readers be 
preserved from such a fate as is here recorded. 

" Had I been called three years ago to ex- 
press my views of the subject, they would pro- 
tksbiy have been different from* those I enter^ 
tain at present. I apfi now astonished I did not 
take higher ground. But changes have taken 
place of immense importance. The inquiry 
has shown that the causes of intemperance are 
situated farther back than is generally sup- 
posed. I had a widow's son committed to my 
particular care. He was heir to a great estate. 
He went through the different stages of his 
education, and finally left College with a good 
moral character and brieht precepts. But dur- 
ing the course of his education he had heard 
the seniimeni advanced, which I then supposed 
correct, that the use of wine was not only ad- 
missible, but a real auxiliary to the Temper- 
anoe cause. After he had left College for a 
few years, he contii^ued to be respectful to me. 
At length he became reserved ; one night he 
rushed unceremoniously into my room, and his 
appearance* told the dreadful secret. He said 
he came to talk with me. He had been told 
during his Senior years that it was safe to drink 
wine, and by that idea he had been ruined. I 
asked him if his mother knew this. He said 
No ! he had carefully concealed the secret from 
h«f ; I asked him if he was such a slave that 
he could not abandon the habit. Talk not to 
me of slavery, said he, I am ruined, and before 
I go to bed I shall quarrel with the bar-keeper 
6f the Tontine for brandy or gin to sate my 
burning thirst. In one month this young man 
was in his grave. It went to ray heart. Wine 
is the cause of ruin to a great proportion of the 
young men of our countij. Another conside- 
ratioR is, that the habit of conviviality and hos- 
pitality is now directed to the use of wine. 

" * You give up your wine and I will giye 
ap my rum,' says the dram drinker. Once I 
would not yield to this ; now I think I ought 
£m the purpose of checking intemperance. I 
will not speak for others, but for me to do 
otherwise would be sin." 



the christian element to the mind, and give to 
intellectual education a proper moral direction. 
^ Knowledge,' it is siiid, * is Power ;' and so it 
is ; but it is evil as well as good power. It ena- 
bles one man to invent a lock to fasten up the 
treasures of a bank against ^le thief, and it 
enables the thief to pick a,iid open it. It enables 
the good to benefit society, but the evil to curse 
it. It may be as the steel, which is made either 
a lancet, to open an ulcer, that the body may be 
healed, or a dagger, to take the life-blood of 
that body. The Sabbath School keeps this faot 
befote the world, and so aids the parents that 
knowledge may be a pruning hook, rather than 
a sword, in the hand of the boy, and a needlfe, 
rather than a fan, in the hand of the girl. Be 
encouraged, then, beloved Teachers, and let the 
future bring to you more claims upon our love 
and gratitude than the past. Let ns be more 
and more familiar in talking over the truths 
contained in our lessons ; and may we ever be 
glad that thus we can become acquainted with 
glorious things which 

Prophets and kingd dedired to know, 

And died without the eight." 



r SabbatH School Insf ruction. 

Ilie following remarks on the importance of 
Sabbath School instruction, are from the pen of 
Br. Baeon, in the " Christian Freeman." Let 
them be considered. 

" The venation of Sabbath School Teachers 
is therefore of immense importance, f6r it is to 
lay in the young mind the foundation on which 
the fabric of virtue, freedom, and happiness is 
to be buOt. They are to impart the religion, 



God Loofeeth on the Heart. 

In a sermoD from the pen of Rev. I. 1>. 
Willi&mson, in a late number of the ** Gospel 
Banner," the following remarks are made, 
with which we most heartily agree. They are 
worth remembering. God regards the heart 
nther than the form of worship. He is a 
spirit, and they who worship him most worship 
him in spirit and in truth. 

" There is one more lesson that I would im- 
press upon your minds. It is that no modes 
or forms of worship are to be despised ; GnoA. 
looketh at the heart. The silence of the Quar 
ker, the noise of the Methodist, the still, un- 
moving muscles of the Presbyterian, the rosary 
and beads of the Catholic, may all be the out- 
ward forms that bear up the pure inceose* ol 
the heart. I object to none of them, for in and 
of themselves they are not, altogethor, worth 
an objection. The heart must be right; and 
if it be so, the mode of worship is no more^ of 
consequence than the shape of a. hat, or \\m 
cut of a coat, to the real character of a man. 
The coat may be old-fashioned or new, but the 
man is the E>arae. A man's feelings may be 
wounded by a word, or a sneer at his coat ; so 
may he be hurt severely by a slur cast upon his 
mode of worship. 1 would not, therefore, 
speak disrespectfully of any man'Js mode of 
worship, be it to me ever so absurd. I have 
just as much respect for one man's worship as 
another. The truth is, I would not give one 
fraction for the whole of them, any further 
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than they afford a true index of the feelings of 
the heart. So far, and np farther, are they to 
be respected and cherished.'' 



BxkibitioB at Danvera New Mills. 

The Sabbath School connected with the 
First Universalist Society in Danvers (New 
Mills) held its Annual Exhibition on the first 
Sunday evening in last month. A fitting time 
for such a service. At the opening of a new 
year, on the eve of the day on which the Friend 
of children rose from the dead, is peculiarly 
appropriate for children to speak words of ex- 
hortation to parents— of gratitude to teachers, 
and encouragement to each other. 

This was a deeply interesting and profitable 
occasion — every thing connected with it tended 
to make it so. 

1. The sight of fifty or a hundred children 
walking in wisdom's ways cannot fail to inter- 
est all who love Christ. 

2. Heaven's first law was obeyed ; for " or- 
der" appeared to be the motto of every one in 
the school. 

3. The speaking was excellent-r-the pieces 
spoken were pure and well calculated to im- 
press favorably the minds of all present. 

4. The singing was of a very superior order. 
As those little childr^ were chanting God's 
praises, we involuntarily exclaimed, ** Of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven." 

6. The pieces were most admirably arranged 
-—every one came in its proper place. Seldom 
have we been more interested in the exhibition 
of a Sabbath School. The Teachers in this 
are faithful— giving all the time alloted for the 
session of the school, to the interests of the 
children. This is as it should be. Let others 
imitate their example. And we cannot in con- 
science close this notice without saying a word 
in relation to the superintendent. Br. Moses 
Black, Jr., is the superintendent, atid we think 
we have never met with a biother more inter- 
ested in the cause, or better calculated to fill 
such a station. The society has no Pastor at 
present ; and a circumstance of this kind would 
have induced many to think that they could not 
get up an Exhibition. Not so with Br. B. : 
he went forward — and the result of his faith- 
fulness will be elt by the children in that 



school. We have mentioned the fact of this- 
Exhibition being accomplish^ without the aid 
of a Pastor, to encourage others who are simi- 
larly circumstanced to persevere. Let the 
motto be " never give up,^^ Remember that 
the lessons learned in the Sabb^ School ** we 
never can forget." May the parents in Dan- 
vers, so far as in them lies, encourage the su- 
perintendent, teacher and children, in the work 
before them. It is God's work, and he will 
bless all who labor faithfully in his vineyard. 

P. S. — ^This Exhibition was repeated on one 
week from the next evening. Half of the pro- 
ceeds of the repetition was appropriated for 
the benefit of a sick young lady in the place, a 
member of the Baptist Society. J. M. U. 



fl[^ We have the pleasure of bidding wel- 
come to our columns again our feithful friend 
Elizabeth, of Plymouth. Our young readers 
may expect some very pleasant things from her 
p^i, translated from the German. Here is one 
of them ! 

God's Messengers, 

[fROMTHX 6£HMA1<-.] 

The flowers, tlie plants, and all earth's awak- 
ening things came forth at the appeariiig of 
spring, as from their sleeping chambers. They 
had put On a new dress, and spoke to us through 
their sweet fragrance, their diflferent forms ; and 
mingled colors,, saying in their silent langu^e, 
Oh ye unbelieving children of men ! look on us, 
all ye who will not believe God's word, look on 
us His work ; we were dead and are now alive 
again ; we have cast off our old garments in 
the earth, and have become new creatures in 
our coming forth. Learn, then, from us, when 
the old man is cast oflf and the new one is put 
on, when renewed in your Creator, what your 
resurrection is, and from what your first being 
came forth ! And while ye hold your pilgrimage 
upon this earth, care not for your lives, but suf- 
fer that God who hath clothed and ornamented 
us^ beautifully, to cherish, support, strengthen 
and care for you also. See, we give you ^JJl 
we can ; what we have received to serve yof, 
not ourselves. All our little leaves are like 
tongues, which make known the love, the ffood- 
ness, the eternal power and gracious providence 
of God. 

I listen to these teachers of the field ; I be- 
lieve their silent teachings and tftad all my 
cares beneath my feet. Now go I forth on my 
way rejoicing, because I am assured of the fa- 
therly providence of our God ; and in my confi- 
dence I wish to die, for I doubt not this " cor- 
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ruption will put on incorruption," and my life 
Will come ibrth made yet more glorious. 

Elizabeth. 



£ast Cambridge Sabbath School, 

East Cambridge, > 
Jan. 10, 1846. J 

Br. Adams : Last Sunday J had the pleasure 
of reading to the Sabbath School ift this place 
the first Quarterly Report, which it was my duty 
to make as the superintendent of the school. 
After it was read, the school unanimously voted 
that I be requested to send such portions of the 
Report, as I should think proper, to the editor 
of the *' Gospel Teacher,'* asking him to give 
them a place in that paper the scholars love so 
well to read. 

The reason of this was, as was suggested, 
that as they liked to hear how other schools are 
flourishing with which some of them have been 
connected, they thought others might be pleased 
to jbear of our prosperity. And there are many 
also that used to belong to this school who have 
moved from the place, whom they thought 
\ would be Especially pleased to hear something 
of our present condition. To all such children, 
then, as read the " Gospel Teacher" — and I 
hope there are few who do not — and to all who 
are interested in our Sabbath School cause, be 
it known, that the superintendent reported 
somewhat as follows : 

*' He congratulates the school that so far as 
he has been able to judge, it has been during 
the quarter in a healthy condition. By no means 
has all been done that might be, nor have we 
reached the goal which was before us at the be- 
- ginning of the term. There has not been so 
much interest manifested on the part of both 
parents and scholars as would be desirable to 
both the teachers and officers of the school; 
but when the condition of the school at the 
commencement of the quarter, together with 
many other unfavorable circumstances, is taken 
into consideration, he deems it not too much to 
say, that the school has done quite well." 

I here beg leave to remark, what was not 
said in the report, that owing to the fact of the 
Society's being some months without a pastor, 
and to the suspension of the school for several 
weeks, the interest in it had not a little abated. 
The Report goes on to say that — 
. ** On account of circumstances which it is 
not necessary to specify, the superintendent is 
unable to say how many scholars were connect- 
ed with the school at the beginning of the term. 
He finds, Jj^pwever, upon the book only eighty- 
one names as attached to the school in the early 
part of tlie summer. There were doubtless 
many more at the time when and before Br. 
Brooks left. He has the pleasure to inforn! the 



school that now there are 112 names upon his 
book ; and the scholars bearing them have all 
been present more or less times during the 
quarter. He may be mistaken, but he presumes 
this to be as large a number as has ever belonged 
to the school at any one time. 

The attendance upon the school, the superin- 
tendent regrets to say, has not been so good as 
it should have been. Stormy weather 1^ ope- 
rated very unfavorably upon the interests of this 
branch of our Zion. Whether it should be so 
or not, we know it is the case that when parents 
find it too cold or too hot, too wet or too dry to 
attend church, children will not want a^logies 
for neglecting the Sabbath School. Largest 
number in attendance at any one session 76 ; 
smaller 25 ; average 67. 

It gives the superintendent great pleasure to. 
state, that five scholars belonging to the school, 
in every respect, reached the highest mark on 
the merit roll . But while he is pleased with their 
proficiency, he yet hopes for better things in the 
future of others. 

The teachers have been remarkably faithful 
as a general thing. Althoiigh many of them 
reside at no small distance from the churdi, we 
find they are always in the Sabbath School. He 
is happy in having the co-operation of such 
friends. He can but invoke the choicest of 
heaven's blessings upon them for their labors 
of love. But while he is thus grateful to them, 
he deeply deplores the lack of interest which 
has been manifested on the part of parents and 
guardians. But comparatively few have visited 
the school during the term. Why is it that 
they apparently care so little, or at least give 
themselves so little trouble about the moral and 
religious education of their children? They are 
ready to spend any time and money, almost, 
for their intellectual benefit ; but when asked 
to labor for their religious improvement, we do 
not find them so ready to assist us. The ex- 
perience of the past, and the apathy of the pre- 
sent are sufficient to make the truth of this evi- 
dent. That the future may present a brighter 
aspect is most devoutly to be wished. 

Be it our's then, who are now intended to 
toil on and not be weary, being assured that, 
though we sow in tears, we shall reap in joy." 

M. 



Star in the West. 

This is the name of the Universalist paper 
published In Cincinnati, Ohio, and edited by 
Rev. J. A. Gurley. It is a good and strong 
paper, and a faithfu) advocate of Gospel truth. 
It is now about to enter upon its ninth volume, 
and will be changed in form and editorial ar- 
rangements. One improvement ,we are v6ry 
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much gratified to see announced. It i» as fol- 
lows: 

** And last, but not least] one portion of the 
paper will be devoted to a Youth's^ Bepart- 
MENT, conducted by Br. Abel C. Thomas, 
whose veiy name is a guarantee that the spac^ 
thus occupied will be made more than usually 
attractive and interesting. It is safe to say, 
that no man in our denomination has a better 
talent for amusing and instructing youth than 
himself: and hence his Sunday ^hool exhibit 
tions have always been attended by crowds in 
this city and elsewhere. His ability to satis- 
factorily accomplish anything he undertakes is 
so well known, that 'it is unnecessary to mul- 
tiply words under this head." 

Right welcoine art thou, Br. Thomas^ to 
this new field of labor. The " Star" will now 
be to us more interesting than ever. JQagerly 
shaU we look every week into that *' Youth's 
Department," to see what may be there from 
thy pen. We have been glad to furnish so 
many articles as we have in time pa»t for the 
" Star." Now we expect to exchange articles 
in the future. We have been brother editors 
in other happy days ; let ns now renew the 
pleasant relationship, and labor in Christian 
trust and love for the good of <' the rising gidne- 
ration." 



Efleol of a Careless WoifA. 

Sabbath School teachers cannot be too careful 
of the words they utter in the presence of their 
scholars. Br. Usher relates to us an incident in 
point. The teacher of a class being absent^ one 
Sabbath, one of his scholars retui^ied home from 
school not having recited his lesson. Ilis father 
learning the fact, heard his boy recite the lesson 
at home and gave him a new one for the next 
Sabbath. The next Sabbath', when he met his 
class, the teacher heard him recite the old les- 
son, and on finding that he had a new one given 
him at home by his father, carelessly made a 
most indecorous remark about the father, which 
we cannot here insert, and which that boy will 
never forget so long as he lives ! A sorry ex- 
ample indeed for a teacher in the Sabbath SchooL 
It lowered that teacher in the estimation of the 
scholar. It gave to the scholar an unfavorable 
impression of Sabbath School instruction, and 
had other evil effects on the mind of the child. 
Lot all teachers be careful of their words. 



The Time to Strike. 

There is sdways a right time to enter \xpom 
every good work. We have just read an ac- 
count of the way in which Dr. Beecher com- 
menced preaching his strong and popular teaat- 
perahce sermons — sermons which have never 
yet been excelled. The Dr., at a recwit tem- 
perance meeting in the West, related the ind- 
df nt which led him to preach them. 

'^ My eyes," said he, ^' had long been opea 
to the evil. I long!ed for directi<Mi what coarse 
to pursue. In the meantime I Uoeked out six 
sermons and laid them on my shelf, waiting the 
right moment ta strike. The evil was so spread 
everywhere^ that to attack it was like maardimg 
up to the cannon's mouth. 

<' At last God furmshed me an occasion, and 
gave me nerve to meet it. la a distant part oi 
my congregation, was a young and intereslmg 
eeciple. I loved tibm as my children. I fre* 
quently preached evening lectures at their house. 
Of late I observed that the young man retired to 
bed immediately a£ter lecture, as if to avoid me. 
I thou^t it strange. One evening afler lecture, 
he retired as usual, and I was left alone with 
his wife. I saw that some fin was out, and that 
all was not right. I looked her full in the face, 
< My child, something grieves you ;^ what is itt' 
She burst into an agony of weeping, and said, 
' Oh, my husband is becoming a drunkard !' 

<< * Then,' said the ^ old m»i eloquent j' I nx^ 
was the time to strike. The iroti was red hot, 
and I lost no time..' " 



0[y^ We shall have something to say m our 
next of the Sabbath School Conference held in 
Cambridgeport, on the 4th of last month. It was 
a pleasant and instructive meeting. 

Notice to Sabbatli Sehools. 

Those Sabbath Schools who are soon to pur- 
chase additions to theii libraries, can be sup* 
plied by seeding their orders to the publisher 
of the Gospel Teacher, 25 Comhill, Boston. 
A catalogue of the books now in the library 
should be sent, and the amount to be expended 
specified. Any books not wanted may be re- 
turned. The subscriber's acquainHince with 
Sabbath Schools and their wants, enables him 
to attend to this branch with satisfaction to the 
schools- J, M. USHER. 
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NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

6. L. DEMAREST, Editor. 



ExhibiUoits. 
I. 

The Fourth Street (late Houston Stieet) 
Sundaj School'^ of this citjT, held its Annual 
Exhibition on January 28th. The exercises 
were exceedingly interesting, and went off in 
«r Tory spirited style. The speaking and sing- 
ing were very fine, and the selection generally 
spptopriate, though one or two pieces were 
rather opposite to my ta^e ; but never mind. 
On &e whole, I wasf about as well pleased 
here as at any exhibition of the present season. 
The school is young, hut its officers are siea- 
l«iiis„ and detefnuned to laake it prosperous. 
Sueeess to it ! 

11. 

The Exhibition of the Brooklyn Sunday 
School was to be repeated, with a few changes, 
on the 3d inst. The repetition was called for 
by a large number of friends, and will doubt- 
less prove interesting and profitable. 

in. 

Th& Newark Sunday School had a Christ- 
mas Exhibition y which is said to have been 
very pleasing, and to have produced a good ef- 
iect on the cause in that city. It was to be re- 
peated on the 12th inst. 
IV. 

The Auburn Sunday School also had a 
Christmas Exhibition, at which was spoken 
the following poem, copied from the ^* Maga- 
zine and Advocate." The avails of the Ex- 
hibition were about $ 35. 

PoeBi. 

Written by Matter Benjamin Snow, aged 16, a 
member of theSehooL 
There'ii magic in the rivnlet, 
As it swiftly flow* along ; 
There's masic in the ?rild bird's note, 
In its sofi and mellow son^^ 

There's musie in the ocean's roar. 
When its waves rise mountain high > 

It shows that there's a Power above^ 
Who rules in earth and sky. 



There's music in the rushing wind 
Which sweeps o* er sea and land ; 

It speaks to us' in accents loud 
Of God's supreme command. 

Thos in the works of Natore wide, 
* Is seen by all who look, 
The proof divine of holy truth 
Revealed in God's own Book. 

Oh ! sweet to me that Book of God 

Which tells of sins forgiven — 
. Its sacred pages teach us plain 
There's a home for us in Heaven ! 

Where angel voices sweetly sin^, 

A song of praise to him, 
Who calmly died to bless as all, 
■ And save a world from sin. 
V. 
The Reading (Pa.) Sunday School *« had a 
very good Exhibition," so says Br. A Bi 
Grosh, cm Christmas night, the first of the kind 
ever held in that place. It was- repeated, with 
alterations, on New Year's night. ** We 
shall gain by both," says Br. 6., << about $m, 
dear of all expenses, wherewith to replenish 
ourelass books«and library — besides, what is 
more worth, a great amout of puUic favor, 
the destruction of much prejudice, an increase 
of teachers and scholars, and a removal of a 
paralyzing fear of inability to do whatever w^ 
resolve to attempt. And what seemed to asr 
tonish our opposers, (and eveh some of oar 
friends,) was, that sound religious and mora) 
instruction, as well as other ^ interesting and 
useful information, could be inculcated in the 
pieces spoken, and thus utility be blended with 
amusement. Several of our secular papeqi 
notioed it approvingly. " This informatien w% 
derive from the " Magazine and Advocate." 



IO*When once the young commence a 
course of evil conduct, there is no other wafy 
but to forsake it at once and utterly, or to 
plunge into it deeper and deeper. A falsehood 
cannot stand alone : it must have a multitude 
to hide it ; and a multitude of falsehoods oan^ 
not escape exposure-^and exposure brings ptm^ 
tshment and disgrace. Beware of the firet 
lie l-T-Schoolcraft Jones. 
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nyChildren and youth cannot possibly know 
as well as their parents, guardians, and teach- 
era, what is best for them. They should, there- 
fore be obedient and willing to learn, even if 
they canndt see of what use learning will be 
to them. Men know that the more extenlive 
their knowledge on all subjects, the more use- 
ful they can be to others ; and the higher and 
more important uses in society they are fitted 
by education to perform, the greater is the re- 
turn to themselves in wealth and honor. And 
therefore it is, that children are educated by 
their parents. They know the use of learning : 
and if children cannot see it, they should be 
obedient and learn, in the full confidence that 
their parents know better than they. — T. «S. 
Arthur, . • 

Let the ** Teacher" add to this, that how- 
OTer much wealth and honor may be produced 
by worldly knowledge, these cannot bring hap- 
piness, but roust cause care and trouble, unless 
that higher learning — ^the knowledge of God 
and His Christ, be also acquired. Riches and 
ferns are worse than nothing without piety and 
true religion ; and children and all other per- 
sons should therefore study fhe will of God, 
and receive and obey it. ^ 

Dir The secret of learning how to be happy 
lies in our trying to be useful to others. AH 
^ur unhappiness springs from some indulgence 
of selfishness ; and all our true feelings of hap- 
piness, from that benevolence which prompts 
na to regard others. — T. iS. Arthur. 



Humility. 

It is recorded of one of the ablest and best 
men of the age in which he lived, that when 
he heard of a criminal condemned to die, he 
used to think, and often say, "Who can tell 
whether this man is not better than I ? Or, if I 
am better, it is not to be ascribed to myself, but 
to the goodness of Grod." It is the advice of 
an apostle, that, " in lowliness of mind, each 
ahould esteem others better than themselves;" 
and if we seriously reflect upon the many sin- 
ful passions and desires which lurk in our bo- 
Boms, the many evil thoughts which sometimes 
arise in our minds, our many omissions of duty, 
our many unguarded expressions — ^there pro- 
bably is not one of us, but will find reason 
humbly to acknowledge, that he knows more 
of himself than he knows of any one else. — 
Archdeacon Berens* 



A lietter 

To the WiUiamsburgh (L. L) Universakst 
Sunday School. 
WiLLiAMSBURCH, Feb. 2, 1846. 

Dear Children : I have ever been pleased 
by the respect you have shown me, and th6 at- 
tention with which you have listened to what I 
have had to say to you, in our Sunday School ; 
and I trust that you will pay the same attention 
to this printed letter that you do to my f^k«a 
word?. I have thought it proper to print this 
letter, because I shall speak to you of no se- 
crets, and other children may be profited by it, 
if they will only read it careftdly and thought- 
fully. 

When we meet together on the Sabbath, I 
see before me thirty or forty scholars ; and the 
question sometimes arises, for what purpose do 
these children come herel Why do they attend 
Sunday School?. What motive have they for 
assembling every Sabbath 1 

Now those who do not think much about the 
matter, would be very apt to saCy, that they go 
to Sunday School because they are good chil- 
dren, and love to be there. But are such per^ 
sons sure that this is the true reason? Are not 
the motives of some of them good, of others 
bad, of others mdifferent? Let us see. 

Here is Delia Davis, whose mother is yery 
rich, aud able to dress her fashionably, with 
jewelry and finery in abundance. She attends 
Sunday School quite regularly ; but all the time 
she thinks more of herself than of any body or 
thing else. Sh^ is fond of displaying her white 
satin bonnet, and her fine real marabout feathers 
— ^her rich muff and pretty de laine frock. If 
she did not expect to be admired for these things, 
she would never appear in Sunday School. la 
she a good girl, because she attends there ? 

Caroline Ward is also rich, and is alwaya 
dressed very neatly and prettily ; but she does 
not care much for such things, and is content 
with such clothing as her parents provide. But 
Caroline is a great reader ; and story-hooks are 
her delight. The library is her attraction, and 
she is quite regular and punctual, because she 
desires to borrow a book every week. She ia 
no doubt better than Delia ; but is she as goibd 
as she ought to be? 
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Francjis Carr is a very smart girl, she can get 
her lessons very rapidly, and more perfectly 
than any other scholar. Everybody praises her 
on account of her intelligence and industry, and 
•he is very fond of praise. She would not be 
so attentive to school if she did not expect that 
people would speak of her as " the Smartest girl 
in school," and pay her other similar compli- 
ments. It is very well to try to get the appro- 
bation of those who are older than we, provided 
we do not think too much of it ;.but is Fanny's 
notice right 1 

Charles Hawkes is a pretty good boy, rather 
wild sometimes, but very fond of his playmates. 
He does not care much about Sunday School, 
of itself, — ^but John Carpenter attends it, and so 
Charles must go too ; and when John leaves, 
Chades'will be likely to follow. Charles ap- 
pears to love the Sunday School, but he loves 
John better : is he right 1 

WiUiam Mead is a good scholar, and loves 
his father and mother very much : so much that 
he is very regular and punctual in his attend- 
ance, and studies his lessons well, merely to 
please hk parents. This is a very good motive : 
children ought to do much more than is common 
to give pleasure to their parents, who have ten- 
derly nursed and cared for them ever since they 
were bom. But has Wilham the best motive 
possible ? 

We might suppose many other motives as 
governing the scholars who are so generally 
present at our meetings r but I will only allude 
to one more. Mary Horton is. constant in her 
attendance, studious, attentive, and orderly, be- 
cause she loves her Father in heaven. She 
knows that He loves her, and has blessed her in 
a thousand ways ; and she desires to learn more 
of him, that she may love him better. She Hkes 
to be present during the singing and prayer : 
she is so happy when she can praise Goo, and 
can ask him to continue his blessings upon her, 
and not only so, but upon all other beings in the 
world. She is very much interested in hearing 
of the Savior : what a blessed life he led, how 
kind he was to little children, and how glori- 
ously he died. She is desirous of learning what 
are his commandments, that she may manifest 
her love of him by obedience. 



How many of you, children, are like Mary? 
If not all of you, will you not think of her ,^ and 
strive to be like h^?. You surely see that her 
motive is one by which you should all be go- 
verned: will you strive to love God better, 
please Him more, and learn all that you can 
about Him? 

Your affectionate Superintendent. 



AddresS) 

Written by Jos, G. McAdam, Esq., and spoken 
by Master Joshua Brush, at the Bleecker Street 
(N^ y.) Sabbath School ExMbUion, 

Respected Friends : — This is our annual 
assembly. The festival peculiarly our own. 
A season to which we look forward with joy, 
and from which we part with regret. Child- 
ren have few opportunities of displaying their 
talents except among themselves ; few oppor- 
tunities of mingling in the public displays of 
life : when they enjoy such their young hearts 
ring with pleasure, and their bosoms swell 
with pride. 

These celebrations are the green spots^the * 
oasis in the desert sameness of our every day 
life. Long may they continue as they are now, 
a source of pleasure and profit to the young, 
and a source of high and honorable pride to the 
aged. 

Men forget that they once were, as we are 
now, merely boys ; and they forget how proud 
they felt in their boyish days to be visited in 
their celebrations by their seniors and their 
sires. They forget how joyous they felt when 
their father encouraged their efforts and ap- 
plauded their success. 

I call upon you to remember those days, to 
you gone bye for ever ; to us, the present hour. 
I call upon you by all the holy sympathies, by 
all the tender recollections of that time gone 
bye, to judge of us, as you then desired others 
to judge of you. Remember how that father 
smiled, who now sleeps in peace, used to fire 
your young spirits; how his frowns cast a 
cloud upon your souls. Remember how the 
approving glance — how the encouraging whis- 
pers of that mother, who used to tend your 
boyish steps, stired up your energies, and gave 
vigor to your virtuous resolves. Perhaps those 
eyes that used to kindle with approbation — 
those lips that used to whisper words of love, 
are sealed in the solemnities of death ; yet, 
meraoi^ paints their forms, and they stand be- 
fore you, robed in all their wanted loveliness ; 
theii eyes beam with light, and their lips dis- 
course words of peace. 

How imj^ressively grand is this solemn scene! 
We, the children of the day ; we, the candl- 
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dates for man and womanhood ; we, the heir^ 
of three score years and ten — just entering 
<ipOB lite like the hutterfly emerging: from his 
chrj9Kilis, led to sail on painted wings through 
the vicissitudes of a brief hour to the d)scurity 
destined to all things here below. 

You a cloud of witnesses leaning over our 
pftthway in breathless silence ; above, looking 
upon us both, the spirits of the loved — the 
mighty dead, around this tabernacle, they hang 
in observing arid admiring clouds ; and yet, in 
still ascending scale, the angel choir surround, 
in mystic forms, divine, this pageant of im- 
mortality. They lean on their wings of light — 
and with their harps of gold echo the holy ap- 
probations which you make. And higher still 
the God whom all adore — surveys this scene, 
from his high throne — ^he looks in smiles of 
light on every righteous effort which his crea- 
tures make. These smiles radiate the angelic 
hosts, and they watch with fervor all divine, 
our every virtuous effort. That radiation casts 
its hsdiow of oeauty over the spirits of the 
mighty dead ; they shed its influence upon you ; 
they look with all the purified affection of fa- 
ther upon children, desiring that from you may 
constantly ascend to heaven the incehse of 
. pure affection. Upon you they cast the high, 
the responsible task of fitting, of preparing us 
for the race divine. Let these high influences 
exert their power, and when you have passed 
the Rubicon of life, and the silent temple of 
death becomes your habitation, and your spirits 
all etherial shall hover over us, they shall be 
made glad by the excellences of our character 
and tlje nobility of our lives. 

It IS necessary that this school take high 
ground, thptt it should erect and maintain a high 
standard of action. It is numerically the largest 
sohool in the state. With the exception of one 
it possesses the largest library. It enjoys, and 
has from its commencement enjoyedf, a high 
reputation. 

Many who used to be with us as scholars, 
have ^own up and assumed honorable posi- 
tions m life. Many around the happy and do- 
mestic hearth, can — and do — and will while 
memory holds its powers, look back to this 
school^to its associations and remembrances, 
as things never to be forgotten — as souveniers 
to be carried with them to the borders of im- 
mortality. 

We are compelled to shed a tear of sorrow 
over those of our companions who, when life's 
leaves were green, and its buds of promiso un- 
developed, were stricken with the wand of 
death, and removed from our little band. 

Amid tl»e recollections of, the past, no tear 
of regret — no blush of shame mingles with our 
sorrow over the delinquencies of a single scho- 
lar. All have, so far, sustained the honor and 
iategrity of the school, as to pursue lives of 



virtue' and honor. God grant that no one of 
our number may ever «o far forget his own 
peace as to cause any other statement to be 
made at tiieee annual celiebrations. 

You must perceive from what I have already 
stated, that children love in their assemblies to 
be witnessed by those who are above them in 
years and experience. If you could visit us 
more in our ^eekl^ assemblies you would ad4 
to our zeal and dingence by every visit. 

Our superintendent has acted his part with 
great fidelity ; the teachers are ever watching 
for our good ; they merit your approbation — 
let your visits testify by their frequency how 
you prize theij self-sacrifising efforts. 

Your minister visits us and cheers us on- 
ward by his words of life and eloquence. Lot 
him know that his efforts are appreciated. We 
tender you, one and all, our thanks for pa^t 
kindnesses ; we affectionately solicit from you 
all, a continuance of your love, and we suppli- 
cate for you all, as we db for ourselves, the 
continued favor and loving kindhessof Him, to 
whom we are all children,^ ** Oua Father ur 
Heaven" 



The Toice. 

The voice is one of the most striking eviden- 
ces of the Oeator's power. Hfow wonderful is 
it that so many nullioas of persons should exisi, 
and no one voice should exactly resemble ano* 
ther ! To our fijiite ideas it appears reasonable 
that the same organs should produce the same 
sounds ; it is thus in other animals ; also in 
birds and in uauac ; but for man's convenienoe 
and increase of pleasure it is otherwise; the 
great and beneficent Creator, in his labor for oui 
comfort and happiness, has not overlooked the 
soimd of his voice* 



It is a£ impossible for a person to draw i 
to Grod with the confidence of faith, while he 
lives in the love and practice of sin ; as it is "for 
a person to copie to you and go from you at the 
same instant of time. — Ebenezer Erskine, 



Evening Aspiration* 

God that made8t earth and heaven, 

Darkneis and light ! 
Who the day for toil hast given. 

For reit the aight * 
May thine angel goards defend us, 
Slamber sweet thy mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hope attend as. 

This livelong night ! 



Earth has no sweeter music than a gentle 
word breathing into a sorrowing heart. 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 

** All thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." 



From the iStar of Betblehem. 

Absalom* 

Often, when a child, have we in imagination 
wept with king David, over ithe fate of his son 
Absalom, and almost wished him to avei^ge the 
young man's death, by severely punishing those 
whft had disobeyed his express commands by 
slaying his son. Hear his last charge to the 
men, as they went forth to the battle : " Deal 
gently, for my sake, with the young man, even 
with Absalom.'* We lioubt not that it was 
lust that he should have been slain. It had 
been his intention to depose the good king Da- 
vid, and himself reign in his stead. By bis 
folly, presumption a^d ambitious views, he had 
engendered a civil war, and the people would 
hardly have returned to their former alleigance, 
while he was permitted to flatter and steal the 
hearts of the men of Israel. Thus J oab thought, 
Und therefore transgressed thekin|r'^<^ommand, 
and slew his son. 

There are no traits in the -character of Absa- 
lom, to awaken our love. We should judge 
from all we read of him, that he was far from 
being frank and honorable, far from being open 
and manly in his conduct towards hisiirethren. 
Yet, when we read the account of him, our 
sympathies are enlisted in his behalf; and 
vdiy ? because he was beautiful. He almost 
•teals our Jiearts, as he stole the hearts of all 
who looked upon him, and listened to his flat- 
tering words. Had nothing been written about 
his beauty, we should condemn him at once, as 
a very bad man, and think that he well de- 
served his fate. Is it not ever thusi Does not 
beauty of person oftener attract ajid win our 
admiration, than graces of the mind ? Do we 
not pay far greater homage to the outward ap- 
pearance, than we do to utility pud sterling 
worth? • 

Bitterly did king David mourn the fate of 
his son. The past rose up before him. He 
thought of the fair boy whom he had loved ; 
then followed those long years of estrange- 
ment, five weary years ; three, when Absalom 
was in Geshur, not daring to return home ; and 
two, that he passed at Jerusalem, ** and saw^ 
not the\king's face." Must not the recollec- 
tion of his coldness and neglect towards the 
youth, have added a deeper sting to the heart 'js 
aiiguish / He doubtless reflected that had he 
dealt gently with, and sought to gain the love 
of his child, that child might not have cherish- 
ed the rash thought of seeking his father's 
kingdom, nor suffered so cruel a death. And 
is there not here a lesson for us ? Would we 



might deal gently with all. Would we might ' 
ever deal gently with those, whose happiness 
depends upon our kindness towards them ; so 
thatj when the eye -lights not at onr approach, 
when the lip i^turns no greeting of love, we 
msiy not, like^king David, innoum that we have 
in aught caused grief to the dead, but feel that 
we have ever spoken kindly, and dealt gently, 
thus having nought with which to reproach 
ourselves in bitterness. 

We have buit a slight conception of the hap- 
piness which may be conferred by kind looks 
and words. Even a stranger's heart is cheer- 
ed by a smile, or pleasant tone. Oh! why 
should we add to the trials and sorrows which 
all must endure by speaking Ijarshly of or to 
any, friends or strangers.^ Words have more 
power to wound than the sharpest barb. 
Then, ever, ever, fpeak kindly, deal gently. 

H. A. p. N. 



8]M»idiA PafleBts fieold? 

It has neither reason, religion, common sense 
nor experience to recommend it. While there 
are reasons many and mighty, to justify its to- 
tal abolition. It sours the temper of the child- 
ren ; so that one thorough scolding prepares the 
way for two or three more. It sours your 
temper, provided it is sweet, which is a ques- 
tion ; if you are prone to scold, the more you 
will have to scold, and because you have be- 
come crosser, and your children likewise. 

Scolding alienates the hearts of your child- 
ren. Depend upon it, they cannot love you as 
well after you have berated them as they did 
before. You may approach them with firmness 
and decision — ^you may punish them with seve- 
rity adequate to the nature of their ofllence, 
and they will feel the justice of your conduct 
and love you notwithstanding all. But they 
hate scolding. It stirs up the bad blood, while 
it discloses your weakness, and lowers you in 
their esteem. Especially at wight, when ihej 
are about to retire, their heartfishould be melt- 
ed and moulded with voices of kindness, that 
they may go to their slumber with thoughts of 
love stealing around their souls, and whisper- 
ing peace. 



TheiSan. 

Thanks be to God for the eun! Bo many 
friends, so many joys desert us duiingi our pil- 
grimage through •^£e,.th^ >sun remains true to 
us, and lights and warms us from the cradle to 
the grave. This it is which unites the Pagan 
and the Christian in one common wor^hip, inas- 
much as it lifts the heart of both to God, who 
has created the sun. — Frederica Bremer, 
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ORIGINAL. 

The Old Tree. 



BT MISS JULIA A. FLETCHER. 

It is very old ! It is very old ! 

And its leaves are few and sere — 
Its branches are all moss-grown and bare 

In the spring-time of the year. 

I know it hath been a stately tree 
For its trunk is large and strong, 

It h^th been the monarch of the grove» 
In its stately pride full long. 

Many a summer hath brought its flowers, 

Many a winter its snow. 
Since first the germ of this ol4 oak tree 

Was placed in the earth so low. 

,Low, low in the earth it lay. 

Unnoticed, unsought, unseen. 
Till the summer ram, and the summer sun, 

Awakened its leaflets green. 

Slowly, slowly each day it grew, — 

Higher and still more high, — 
Daily its graceful branches rose 

Nearer the sunpy sky. 

The wild flowers sprang in its pleasant shade ; 

There rested the weary one ; 
Thither the village children ran 

When their school-day tasks were done. 

They have grown old, and passed away. 
And their children's children see 

The pleasant place of this early sports. 
Under the forest tree. 

It is very old, and its branches dry 
Are moss-growU) and desolate now. 



The trees of the forest have fallen around, 
And the farmer hath come with his pbugb. 

The farmer hath come with his plough and hoe 

Spoiling the pretty wild -flowers : 
The children have found a pleasant^r spot. 

To play in the woodland bowers. 

The tree is old, but its task is done, — 

It hath shaded for many a year. 
And made' more pleasant a spot of earth 

Which had else been lone and drear. • 

Now in its age it teacheth me, 

duietly still to do. 
All that is given of Go^ to be done. 

With spirit all lowly and true. 

Low, 4ow tho' thy task may be. 

Unnoticed, unseen, unsought. 
Onward, and upward and heavenward press 

In the radiant sky of thought. ' 

Then when thy mission on earth is done ; 

Like that of the stately tree ; 
Still shall thy holy and truthful life, 

A teacher of usefulness be. 



The Way to be Happy. 

Happiness is always to be found if we only 
condescend to pick it up seed by, seed. As none 
of its ingredients should be thought too minute 
to be gathered and added to our stores, so none 
should be deemed too insignificant for distribu- 
tion to others. Occasions for conferring great 
benefits do not often occur, and when they do, 
it may not be in our power to bestow them ; but 
the little services and gratifications which every 
current day places within the reach of the hum- 
blest member of society will constitute, if we 
all throw our share into the common stock, no 
inconsiderable aggregate of human enjo3rment8 
and mutual good will. 



IIJ* When Dr. Franklin was serving an ap- 

{jrenticeship to the art of printing, he was sh- 
owed thirty-seven and a half cents per week for 
his board. Of this he expended eighteen and 
three-quarter cents. What he saved he expended 
for useful books. 

Curious. — ^The bark of the arctic fox is so 
modulated as to give the idea that the animal 
is at a distance, although at the moment he lies 
at your feet. Nature has gifled these creatures 
with a kind of ventriloquism, in order to deceive 
their prey as to the distance they are from them. 
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From the N. Y. Observer. 
Taking Him in Hand. 

BY REV. JOSEPH ALDEN, D. D. 

" Isaac," said Greorge, ** why don't you take 
that feUow in hand ; he has insulted yoa almost 
every day for a week." 

*' 1 mean to take him in hand," said Isaac. 

** I would make him stop if I had to take 
his ears off." 

** I mean to make him stop." 

" Go and flog him now. I should like to see 
you do it. You can do it easily enough with 
one hand." 

" I rather think I could ; but I shan't try it 
to-day." 

This conversation took place between two 
boys as they were on their way home from 
school. At this point in the conversation their 
roads led them in different directions. 

The boy alluded to was the son of an in- 
temperate man, who was angry with Isaac's 
father in consequence of some effort to prevent 
his obtaining rum. The drunkard's son took 
up the cause of his father, and cal(pd Isaac 
hard names every time he saw |iim pass, and 
as he did not do any thing by way of retalia> 
tion, he went farther and threw stones at him. 

Isaac was at first provoked at the boy's con- 
duct. He thought he ought to be thankful that 
his father was checked in any measure in pro- 
curing rum, the source of so much misery to 
hims^f and family. But when he thought of 
the way in which he had been brought up, his 
ignorance and wretchedness, he pitied him, 
and ceased to wonder, or to be offended with 
his conduct. He resolved, indeed, to * take him 
in hand,' and to ' stop him,' but not in the 
sense in which his school-fellow understood 
those terms. 

The boy's name was James, but he was 
never called any thing but Jim. Indeed, if you 
were to call him by his true name, he Mould 
think you meant somebody else. 

The first opportunity Isaac had of taking 
him in hand was on election day. On that da]^ 
as Isaac was on his way home, he saw a group 
of boys a little off the road, and heard some 
shouting and laughing. Curiosity led him to 
the spot. He found that the group were ga- 
theted around Jim and another boy, a good deal 
larger than he was. This boy was making fun 
of Jim's clothes, which were indeed very rag- 
. ged and dirty, — and telling how he must act to 
become as distinguished a man as his father. 
Jim was very angry, but when he attempted to 
strike his persecutor, be would take hold of 
Jim's hands, and he was so much stronger that 
he could easily hold them. Jim then tried 
kicking, but as he was barefoot, he could not 
do much execution in that line : besides, while 



he was using one foot in this way, his tormen- 
tor would tread on the other one with his heavy 
boot. 

When Isaac came up and saw what was go- 
ing on, he remonstrated with the boys for coun- 
tenancing such proceedings ; and such was his 
influence, and the force of truth, that most of 
them agreed that it was " too bad ;" though he 
was such an ** ugly dog," they said, ** that he 
was hardly worth pitying." 

The principal actor, however, did not like 
Isaac's interference, but he soon saw that Isaac 
was not afraid of him, and that be was too po- 
pular with the other boys to be made the object 
of abuse. As he turned to go away, he said 
to Jim:. "I'll keep ray eye upon you, and 
when you go home I'll go with you. It is on 
my way, and I'll keep off the crows ; tBey 
shan't hurt you ; so don't cry any more." 

** Come, Jim, go home with me ; I'm going 
now," said Isaac. 

Jim did not look up or make any answer. 
He did not know what to make of Isaac^s be- 
havior towards him. It could not be because 
he was afraid of him, and wished to gain his 
good will, for he was not afraid of one who 
was much stronger than he. He had never 
heard of the rule, " Love your enemies ; do 
good to those who hate you ;" for he had never 
been to Sabbath School, and could not read the 
Bible, for he did not know his letters. 

He followed silently and sullenly,- pretty 
near to Isaac, till he reached home, if that sa- 
cred name can with propriety be applied to 
that wretched abode of sin and misery. 

He parted from Isaac without thanking him 
for his good offices in his behalf. This Isaac 
did not wonder at, considering the influences 
under which he had grown up. That he parted 
with him without abusing him, Isaac considered 
as something gained. 

The next morning George and Isaac met on 
their way to school. As they passed the , 
drunkard's dwelling, Jim was at the door, but 
he did not look up or say any thing as they 
passed. He looked very much as though he 
had been whipped. George did not know what 
had taken place th^day before. " What keeps . 
Jim so still," said he. 

** Oh, I've had him in hand." 

" Have you I I'm glad of it. When was it?" 

" Yesterday." 
, " At election?" . 

"Yes." 

" Anybody see you do it?" 

" Yes ; some of the boys." 

" Found it easy enough, didn't vou?'* 

"Yes." 

" Did you give him enough to stop him?" 

" I guess so ; he is pretty still this morning 
you see." 

Upon the strength of this conversation, 
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George circulated a report that Isaac had flog- 
ged ^m. This created a gobd deal qf surprise, 
as it was not in keeping with Isaac's eharacter. 
The report at length reached the ears of the 
teacher. He inquired about the matter of Isaac, 
and laughed heartily when he learned in what 
manner George had been deceived, or rather 
had deceived himself. He warmly commended 
Isaac for his new mode of taking his enemies 
^n hand, and advised him to continue to prac- 
tise it. 

A few days afterwards, as Isaac was on his 
way to school, he met Jim driving some cattle 
to a distant field. The cattle were very unruly, 
and Jim made very* little headway with them. 
First one would run back, and then another, 
till Jtie began to despair of being able to drive 
them to the pasture. He burst out crying, and 
said, " Oh dear, I can't make them go, and 
father will kill pie if I don't. 

Isaac pitied his distress, and volunteered to 
assist him. It cost him a good deal of running, 
and kept him from school nearly all the morn- 
ing. When the cattle we^e safe in the pasture, 
Jim said, ** I shan't storie you any more.*' 

*^* I don't think>you will," said Isaac, smil- 
ing. 

When he reached the school-house he show-, 
ed signs of the violent exercise he had been 
tidying. ** What has Isaac been about I" was 
the whispered question which went round. 
When put to him he replied, " I have been 
chasing cattle to pasture.*' He was understood 
to mean his father's cattle. , 

Afler school, he waited till all the pupils had 
left the school-room before he went up to the 
teacher to give his excuse for being late at 
school. 

" What made you so late ?" said the teacher. 

" I was taking Jim in hand again sir ;" and 
he gave him an account of his proceeding, ad- 
ding at the close, " I thought you would ex- 
cime me, sir." 

** Very well, you are excused." 

Reader, if you have enemies who annoy 
you, 4€^ them in hand in the same 'way that 
Isaac did, and you will be certain, if you per- 



Do Good. 

Do good, the voice of nfltaiescrie 
Do good where "^er you can — 

And when in. sorrow or distreis. 
Go help .your ^llow man. 

Wait not for others if yon see 

A brother in distress— 
O, haste to save from misery, 

And strive to aid and bless. 



Charitir Betnmed. 

BT D. 0. COLfiSWORTHY. 

A pleasant day, in summer time, 

I wandered by the sea, 
And met a little ragged boy, 

Who spoke thus earnestly; 

<< I'm starving, sir. My father died 

A long, long while ago ; 
And smce, my mother's life has been 

A painfnl scene of wo. 

« We have no bread, and know not where 

A morsel to obtain ; 
If yon'd have pity, in the end 

1 know 't would be your gain." 

And then the little fellow wept, 

As if his heart would bf eafc : 
A dollar and. some little change, 

I made the orphan take. 

¥«acB passed— misfeftane'a. tide had swept 

AU I possessed away — 
And I was sick — a stranger came 

And blesaed me night and day. 

«* Dear sir," I said, «* how k|nd you are. 

To one yon jdo not know ;" 
With tears, he answered, <* Wbena^hid, 

Yon soothed .me in my «o.^' 

And dien I saw it was the lad 

I meX beside the sea , 
The charity I then bestowed, 

Retnmed tenfold to me. 



Be Kind and Forgiyiqs* 

Christ went about doing good ; relieving tha 
afflicted ; supplyiqg the destitute, and givi^ 
liberty to the captive; finally surrendered hia 
life for us — died that we might live. 

A.nd though we are great transgressors bfe- 
fore our Heavenly Father, and have violated 
many of his laws, yet he shows mercy and 
abundantly pardons us. 

Oh ! how ready, then, ought we to be, to do 
good to all around us; and how cheerfully 
should we forgive those whom we think injure 
us. May Jesus be our .guide. — S. 5. Visiter. 



A high standard — an elevated aim^ — is the 
safeguawi of character, and the mainspring of 
excellence. This makes the skilful meciianicj 
the enterprising merchant, the useful citizeiit 
the learned jurist, the eloquent orator, the ^ 
statesman. 
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Paresta asd Sabbatk Schools. 

A recent number of the " Christian Free- 
man" thu3 concludes an article on the (luties 
of Parents to their Children. 

<< I do not know as I can better, more suita- 
bly, or profitably olose this article, than by 
pointing out some of the ways, aside from pe- 
cuniary contributions, in which parents in par- 
ticular, may promote the efficiency of our Sab- 
bath Schools. 

Before noticing particular ways in which 
this may be. done, I wish to offer a word in re- 
ference 10 the general spirit that should prevail 
among you who are parents, iji regard to the 
entire proceedings of the school. That we may 
have efficient aid, it is necessary that you feel 
a personal interest in its exercises, as well as 
in its prosperity and success. If you feel this, 
it will open your eyes to a thousand ways in 
which you can contribute something to its pros- 
perity. 

Those of us who are immediately connected 
with our Sabbath Schools, can tell from the 
appearance and doings of the scholars, whose 
parents take an active interest in it at home, 
and the degree of interest, and whose parents 
'give themselves no concern with the matter. It 
stands out so prominent and distinctly in their 
appearance and doings, no one can mistake it. i 



This circumstance shows how much of the 
success and usefulness of the institution de» 
pends upon the interest of parents in iu behalf, 
which shall lead them to efibrts at home, to in- 
terest their children in its exerci8e8,^and make 
its instructions efficient. It is in efibrts at home 
in behalf of our school, that will ^Sbrd us the 
most material aid on the part of parents, to in* 
crease its usefulness. 

But I will not dwell upon general effi>rtS4«— 
I will deeoend to particulars, and point out 
some of the ways in which all parents may 
contribute something to the prosperity and suc- 
cess of a Sabbath School, by their doings at 
home. 

1. LESSONS. 

Every one acquainted with children, knows 
the strong propensity they have to neglect and 
procrastinate, until too late to learn their les- 
sons when out of school, however well they 
may attend to them during school hours. In 
reference to Sabbath School lessons, it is espe- 
cially so ; and it parents do not take an inter- 
est in the matter, their children will most likely 
appear at Sabbath School, either with no lesson 
at all, or one but imperfectly committed. Hence 
it is important that parents take an interest in 
their lessons, and see that they properly com- 
mit thenn. And not only do this, but that they 
render them all the assistance in their power, 
to enable them to thoroughly commit and un- 
derstand their lessons. And here I would just 
suggest to* parents, that lessons will be far 
more easily and thoroughly committed, and re- 
membered much longer, and be better under- 
stood, if they commit them a little at a time 
through the week, than to do the whole on Sa- 
turday evening or Sunday morning. The best 
course is, to keep the matter before them thro' 
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the entire week, and from day to day, a« op- 
portunity offers, have them look at their lesson, 
and give them such explanations as may occor 
to your minds, and at the close of the week, 
let them review the whole. In this way, the 
Sabbath School lessons will contribute to the 
impro^ment of patents, teaehers, ftiicL scho- 
lars, and thus confer an immediate benefit upon 
our entire society. In this way all will be 
learners. • 

2. BOOKS. 

Children often times get books which they 
but imperfectly understand, and of course are 
not interested in. This is especially the case 
with the smaller scholars. But if they have 
some one to read to them, and give them ex- 
planations and illustmtions, peiliap^ the book 
they felt no interest in, might be rendered 
highly interesting iq their mhids. 

Hence parents should alv^ys interest them- 
selves to know what kind of books their ohil^ 
dren may obtain from week to week, question 
them concerning their contents, and so ascertain 
whether they undersitand and are interested in 
them. And if they find they are not, read and 
explain it to them, if difficult to be understood. 
In this way you may greatly ioorease the use- 
fulness of the library and school. % 

3. PUNCTUAL AND CONSTANT ATTBNDANCfB. 

There is a great Variety of causes which 
conspire to make children irregular in their 
attendance upon the Sabbath School. Mote or 
less of the associates of the b^ys oontiected 
with our Sabbath Schools^ neglect all religions 
institutions, and spend the Sabbath in amuse- 
ments. If parents do not look well to the mat- 
ter, our scholars will be induced to play the 
truant and misspend the Sabbath, sometimes at 
least, and so occasion irregularity in attendance 
This is a great evil, and a school cannot long 
prosper where it prevails to any very great 
extent. It will introduce confusioh in our 
classes, and worse than all, debase the minds 
and hearts of your children, and place them in 
the direct road to the worst vices. Regard to 
the interests of their children and the school, 
should induce parents to see to rt, that tjiey are 
constant and punctual in their attendance. 

4. FREQUENTLY WITNESSING THE EXERCISES 
OF THE SCHOOL. 

We all need stimulants to the performance 
of our duties. And there is nothing that is a 
stronger stimulant, to an honest and true man, 
than the knowledge that his friends are watch- 
ing his doings with deep and abiding kterest. 
There is no place where this influence is more 
decidedly and strongly felt than in the Sabbath 
School. The presence of parents and friends 
will stimulate both teachers and scholars to ef- 
forts they would not otherwise put forth. 
Every parent, therefore, who has children at 



the Sabbath School, sh6uld remain as often a» 
bis circumstanees wdl permit, to witness it» 
exercises. ^ 

In all these ways, and many others which I 
cannot name, you may all contribute to the in- 
terest and usefulness of our schools. Will 
you all give the Sabbath School your inilaenco 
in these ways, and all others in your |ioWet ? 
If you will, the in«titiition will prosper eeyond 
what it ever yet has done, and do much toward 
enabling you to leave an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undefiled, to your children, whieh 
shall benefit and bless both them and your 
children's children. 



Flii^lit of the K^le and Her Yonifg* 

In the book of Deuteronomy we have a very 
wiimated and beautiful illusion to the eagle, — 
her mode of exciting her eaglets to attempt 
their first flight, in that sublime and highly mys- 
tical coniposition^ called Mose^' song, in which 
Jehovah's care of his people, and method of 
instructing them how to aim at and attain heaV- 
enly objects, are compared to her proceedings 
upon that occa^n* " As an eagle stirreth up 
her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadem 
abroad her wings, taketh them, l^areth them 
on her wings, so the Lord alone did lead him." 
(Deut. xxxii. 12.) The Hebre^ lawgiver is 
speaking of their leaving their eytie. Sir H, 
l)avy hadim ■oppdrtunity of witnessing the pro- 
ceedings of an eagle, after they had left it. " I 
once M,w a very interesting sight, above one 
of tiie crags of fien Nevis, as I was going on 
the 20th of August, in the pursuit of black 
game. Two parent eagles were teaching t^eir 
oflfepring, two young birds, the manceuvers of 
flight. They began by rising from the top of a 
mountain, in the eye of the sun ; it was about 
mid-day, and bright for this climate. They ai 
first made small circles, and the young birds 
imitated them J* they paused on their wings- 
waiting till they had made their first flight, atia 
then took a second and ^larger gyration', always 
rising towards the sun, and enlarging their cir- 
cle of light so as to make a gradually extending 
spiral. The young ones still slowly followed, 
apparently fljring better as they mounted ; and 
they continued this sublime kind of exercise till 
they became mere points in* the air, and were, 
both parents and children, lost to our aching 
sight.'' 

What an instructive lesson to Christian pa- 
rents does this history read ? How powerfidly 
does it excite them to teach their children be- 
times to look towards heaven and the Sun of 
Righteousness, and to elevate their thoughts 
thither more and more, on the wings of fiiith 
and love ; aU the while going before them, and 
encouraging them by their own example .-iTir^y- 
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8onietluiiff Cheap. 

There's not a cheaper thing on earth. 

Nor yet one half sq dear ; 
*Tis worth more than distingaished birth, 

Or thousi^ds gained a-year ; 
It lends ^e day a new delight ; 

'Tis virtue's firmest shield ; 
And adds more beauty to the night 

Than all the stars may yield. 

It maketh poverty content, 
' To sorrow whispers peace ; 
It is a gift from heaven mntf 

For mortals to increase. 
It meets you with a smile at morn ; 

It lulls you to repose ; 
A flower, for peer and peasant bom, 

An everlasting rose. 

A charm to banish grief away. 

To snatch the frown from care ; 
Turn tears to smiles, make dullness gay. 

Spread gladness everywhere ; 
And yet 'tis cheap as summei^ dew. 

That gems the lily's breast ; 
A talisman for love, as true 

As ever man possessed. 
As smiles the rainbow through the cloud 

When threatening storm begins ; 
As music mid the tempest loud, 

That still its sweet way wins ; 
As springs an arch across the tide, 

Where waves conflicting foam. 
So comes this seraph to our side. 

This angel of our home. 

What may this wondrous spirit be, 

With power unheard before, 
This cliarm, this bright divinity ? 

Good temper, — ^nothing more ! 
Good temper ! 'tis the choicest gift 

Of all our earthly thmgs 
And can the poorest peasant lift 

To bliss unknown to kings. 



ICF Never go back— never. What you at- 
tempt do with all your strength. Determina- 
tion is Omnipotent. If the prospect is somewhat 
darkened, put the fire of resolution to your soul 
and kindle a flame that hothing but the strong 
arm of death can extinguish. 



If you would preserve esteem, be gentle ; if 
you would obtain power, be condescending ; if 
you "would live happy, endeavor to promote the 
happiness of others. 



PKIGINAL. 

A Good Idea. 

" Teach a Child to respect itself, and it mil 
grow up to he respecjted by other s,^^ 

The above presents an important truth for 
our consideration and profit. Without self-re- 
spect we cannot command the respect of others. 
In the same proportion, that we respect our- 
selves, in the true sense of that word, we shall 
be respected by others. And all see the im- 
portance of our possessing the respect of. our 
fellows, if we would be useful to them, or en- 
joy life ourselves. With this fact before us^ 
we are led to inquire how we can gain the re- 
spect and confidence of others ? This work of 
respect must first begin at fiome — ^in our own 
hearts. Then there is a foundation strong and 
sure for the respect of others to rest upon. 
And without this foundation, we are liable to be 
tossed to and fro, as the prejudice or capripe of 
man be moved. The respect which we have 
for ourselves goes out in every direction, and 
through the influence of sympathy is received 
into other minds, and thus they are led to feel 
for us as we feel for ourselves. Tlie standard 
which we choose for ouri^lves, others will- 
award to as, and by that standard we shall be 
judged. 

If these things are so, then parents have a 
great work to do — a great mission to perform. 
It is for them to give a correct impression to 
their children ; it is for parents to impress upon 
the minds of children a true idea of the dignity 
of their natures. But how shall this be done? 
There are two means to be used which must 
be consistent with each other in order to insure 
success. Example and precept. The parent 
must give an example in his life and character 
of a true man. Of a man in the highest sense 
of that word. The parent should in all things 
so demean himself as to desire, that hia child 
may he what he is. In this way the moral like- 
ness of the parent will be transferred to the 
child. Every parent should live in all things 
as he would have his child live. So that if the , 
child be the express image of the person of the 
father, it may be such a likeness as would re- 
joice the parent to behold. Christ is the light- 
ness of his Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person ; because he bore the mo- 
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ral image of God. If parents would haye their 
child true to their interest an^ nature, then 
must they give & a standard in their persons. 

And in the second place, you should teach 
them that the least departure from right is de- 
grading^ — that every unjust act is dishonorable 
— ^that every improper word is beneath the dig- 
nity of men. In a word, they shquld be taught 
to be men, by cultivatibg every moral virtue ; 
by ceasing to do evil and learning to do well. 
Teach them ths|,t just so far as they do wrong, 
they lower themselves from the dignity of men. 
" Teach them to respect themselves, and they 
'will grow up to be respected by others,*', 

J. M. U. . 



Time to go to Bed. 

Come, Mag^y dear, 'tis time tp ghat 

Those little, sleepy eyes ; 
The san is down, the moon if up. 

And the stars are in the skies. 

The passy;-cat is gone to sleep ; 

The dog is lying still 
Upon his mat outside the door, 

To guard us safe from ill. 

The dews of night are coming down, 
Upon the grass and leaves ; 

The little swallow's in hit nest, 
Built snng beneath the eaves. 

Mamma has told her evening tale, 
And sung her evening song, 

While little Mag, upon her lap. 
Sat listening all along. 

Papa has drawn his table out. 
And sits with book in hand ; 

But if- my little one should hear, 
She could not understand. 

'Tis time to rest yonr hanging head ; 

Ope kiss — one more — good night I 
Go, creep into your litt'e bed. 

And sleep till morning bright. 



Time to Get Up. 

Come my child, awake and spring 
From your bed ; the sun is up ; 

The robin has began to sing ; 
The bee is in the floweret's caf>. 



The cows are to their pasture gone. 
The men are in the meadow mowing ; ' 

And will my little one sleep on. 

When each one else is up and doing^? 

I've poured the clear cold water out. 
And laid a napkin white as snow. 

To wash yoar neck, and arms, and face. 
And rub them till they shine and glow. 

And clothes are lying on a chair. 
That have been wafthed and ironed neat ; 

When you have brashed and combed your hair. 
We'll have you dressed so clean and sweet. ' 

Then you may to the garden run. 
And gather a fresh rose for mother ; 

And if you're good, my little one^ 
Yon, for yourself, may pluck another. 

The kettle boils, the table's set—' 
Remember that I give yon warning. 

When breakfast comes, you must be met. 
Ready to bid papa good morning. 

That's right, my child, I love to see 
The cheerful smile — the pleasant word ; 

Come, wash and dress, then follow me. 
And be as happy as a bird. 



Cost of Intemperance. 

By a close estimate made by the Hon. B. F. 
Butler, he says the yearly loss resulting from 
the intemperate use of Ardent Spirits in the 
State of New York, alone, is Eighteen Mil- 
lions of Dollars J and to the United States Oke 
hundred and fifty Millions of Dollars f Let 
those who are in the habit of using the banpfiil 
article but refleV;t a moment how much they do 
to help swell this vast amount Df worse than 
squandered property. No good benefit at all 
results from its use. Man claims it as a friend ; 
but jt is the most deceptive friend man can 
claim ; in proportion as it eithilerates, it tends 
to depress ; it makes him as raving as a Lion ; 
as playful as a child ; religious in profession, 
and infidel in practice ; and often an idiot. It 
not only tends to impoverish, but to break down 
the constitution, and cause premature deaths 
Without its use, man can be happy, and would 
save his country much moral and physical de^ 
gradation. 



When a family party are going home, it is 

common for one to go before to make all ready 

for the rest, and to welcome them. * I go to 

prepare a place for you,' said Christ to his dis- 

I ciples. 
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BOSTON, MARCH 1, 1846. 



The Sabbath School Conferevce* 

The Sabbath School Coaference, held at 
Cambridgeport on Wednesday aflernoon and 
eyening, of the 4th ult., was a pleasant and 
profitable meeting. There was not so fall a 
representation of the Universalist Sabbath 
iSchools in the neighborhood as there ought to 
have been— certainly not. But those who were 
there had occasion to be thankful for the many 
good things which were spoken and heard. 

The meeting ifi the afternoon was opened by 
prayer by Br. Chapin. Br. L. R. Paige was 
then chosen Chairman, and Br, J. G. Adams, 
Secretary of the Conference. After which Brs. 
Fay of Roxbury, and Mellen of East Cam- 
bridge, the committee on business, reported the 
two following questions for the consideration, 
of the meeting : 

1. What is the best method of procuring 
isqitable teachers in our Sabbath Schools? \ 

2. What is the best method of imparting 
Sabbath School instruction ? 

The discussion of these questions was then 
taken up by the ministers present, and by one 
of our superintendents, Br. Eaton, pf Boston. 
Many good suggestions were made, many true 
statements, many profitable exhortations. Brs. 
Fay, Forbes, Usher, Ballou, Chapin, Skinner, 
Frtncis, Adams, and others addressed the 
ttieeting. We wish we had room for a full re- 
port of their remarks ; but we have not. WhOe 
Bome of them were speaking, we took occasion 
to note a little of what they said ; and shall 
give a brief abstract of their remarks here. 
In doing so, we ask of others who spoke equally 
strong, that they pardon us for not doing as 
mueh justice to them. We did not go there as 
a reporter ; but what we caught up transiently 
we wish here to preserve. 

The questions 3ire important ones. They 
cover much ground ; were taken up in con- 
nection, and sometimes specially attended to.' 
At other times the speaking was more general. 

Br. Fay commenced the discussion of the 
BUbjeot. He thought that although the ques- 
tion of obtaining Sabbath School teachers was 



somewhat difficult to be exactly answered, yet 
that it resolved itself uito this other question : 
How shaM we create a deeper religious interest 
in all our societies / There are three motives 
which may interest us, said he, in our Sabbath 
Schools. First, because other denominations 
have them, and we desire them to exert a kind 
of counteracting influence ; second, that an in- 
terest may be kept iip in the society, and its 
prosperity secured ; and thirdly, that the moral 
improvement of tlie child may be made sure ; 
that our children may be brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of 1 
much greater importance 
this last named motive. \ 
looked upon the Sabbath S 
appendage tp our society. JB 
so. Ip this Sabbath Schoc 
for the stones and pillars which are to consti- 
tute the fabric of the society in coming time. 
Children here are to be made strong in Chris- 
tian truth and principle. There are individuals, 
said he, who when they shall remove from 
these Sabbath School influences will join other 
societies. They will, he .feared, lack principje. 
He had just heard of a public man in Waish- 
ington who, when in Boston, at home, was t 
known Unitarian; but who, in Washington, 
where Unitarianism was less popular than in 
Boston, could go very composedly and regu- 
larly to the Episcopal ohurch, with his prayer- 
book under his arm. This seems like a lack 
of religious principle. We would lay deep in 
our Sabbath School the foundation of this prin- 
ciple. If we love Gospel truth, let us labor 
that our children may have it. Let this be the 
great incentive to all our labors for the Sabbath 
School. 

Br. Chapin remarked, that thp efficacy of 
truth depends on its repetition. We must re- 
peat what we know, and what we have before 
spoken. We want the teacher to have his 
whole heart in this work ; and we who are 
preachers must labor to this end. We act in 
proportion to the magnitude of the work, as 
we realize its magnitude. This work is Christ's. 
In it we must feel as he felt — the worth of 
union with God, and the religious life in man, 
Just so far as the present age is before others, 
it is as those living in it liave more distinctly 
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before them the example of Christ — it is in 
just 80 far as they feel with him that the re- 
motest limb of this, human body is a part and 
parcel of us. We must feel in the Sabbath 
School the vital worth and importance of the 
institution. No renunciation of ease, time or 
enjoyment is too great for the moral and spi- 
ritual good of the child. There may be three 
principles inspiring us to do good — impulse- 
interest, thinking we shall derive personal ad- 
vantage — and the conviction that our course is 
right. This fast should be the principle in the 
work of the Sabbath School. The object itself 
is one of unspeakable vastness. That astrono- 
mer may gladly feel proud who has discovered 
a new planet running its rounds in our great 
Solar SystCim ; but he who has taken a child 
and made it a star in the diadem of Christ, 
has done an infinitely nobler thing! He re- 
lated and applied, m closing, a beautiful an- 
ecdote of George Herbert, which we cannot 
report in justice to its utterance at this time. 

Br. C. F. Eaton, of Boston, truly remarked 
that we were verily guilty concerning our little 
brethren. We are selling our little Josephs 
into a worse than Egyptian bondage through 
our indifference. How few in our congrega- 
tions, in our societies, take that interest in the 
Sabbath School which they ought ? How few 
actually know about the work of the school. 
He related the instance which we have once 
r^cortled, of a member of a Parish Committee 
who, although himself an elderly man, having 
had some experience too in Parish matters, yet 
knew so little about the Sabbath School, as 
to inquire, on visiting it for about the first 
time, who paid the teachers for their services ! 
How were they paid for their services ? asked 
the speaker with earnestness. They were paid 
in a way which this man knew not of. pf such, 
the lovers of children, is the kingdom of heaven. 
We have many philosophers who can talk of 
God and Christ — all about the attributes of the 
one, and the religion of the other — ^in a philo- 
sophical view. But we can never know God 
and Christ only as little children. 

Some very timely remarks on the devotional 
spirit needed by the teacher, were oflfered by 
Br. Forbes. 

At the close of the afternoon meeting, Brs. 



Eaton, Chapin^ and H. Ballou 2d, were chosen 
a Committee to present questions of discussion 
at the next meeting, and to publish them in 
our papers two weeks previous to the meeting. 
In the evening, the meeting took place in 
the Chnrch. An appropriate and excellent dis- 
course was delivered by Br. W. R. G. MeUen, 
of East Cambridge : text, Prov. 32 : 6. The 
Conference requested him to publish it ; a re- 
quest with which we hope he will readily 
comly. Br. Hichbom Was re-appointed as the 
next preacher, he having been prevented by 
sickness from preaching the occasional sermon 
at the present time. Due notice will be given 
of the time and place of the next meeting. 



Our Moral Inflnences. 

We ask the attention of all readers, old and 
young, to the subjoined remarks from a secular 
journal, published in Ohio. They are worthy 
of deep consideration. 

'* The annals of crime in the United States 
are fast rivalling those annals in Italy, and the 
reasons of this should be sought by every di- 
vine and patriot. 

Murders, robberies, riots, incendiarism and 
suicides fill the passes of the daily sheets... No 
feelings of responsibility to their fellow-beings, 
or to their God, seem to be impiessed upon 
the minds of those who are scattering fire- 
brands through the land. The fierce ungov- 
ernable passions of ignorant and wilful men 
are every day developing themselves. They 
seem to look upon society as a stage on whieh 
they are io act their part, and retire to be for- 
gotten. They seem to believe that they will 
sufifer as little for their conduct as the actors in 
a play ; and they point to the history of great 
and small crimes in this country, to jitst^ 
them* ^ 

To what shall we attribute this recklessness, W 
this infidelity, which is destroying the ground- 
work of society, by destroying the confidence 
of man in man. There is eveiy where a la^ 
mented want of moral principle, to direct and 
guide the roan through the dangerous paths he 
is compelled to walk. The defect lies in the 
laxity of moral training in the home, the gene- 
ral destruction of the reverence and respect for 
age, for talents, and for station which distia- 
guit^h this age above eVerv other. The spirit 
of liberty is not a spirit of universal Ifcense to 
each and all, to obey their blind impulses at 
their pleasure. The public mind seems to be 
impressed with the idea that little restrMBt 
must be placed upon the rising generation, lest 
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the free spirit ehall be crashed. It i» import- 
ant, however, that the young should be taught 
restraint, that they may yield obedience to the 
laws of nature^ the laws of society, and the 
laws of God, or they will fall victims to their 
passions, and suffer the just punishment which 
invariably follows crime. 

A greater degree of atteatioa slKmld be paid 
to ithe moral education , of the youug. Intel- 
lectual education, without moral culture, will 
always make a man less fitted for station, as 
the head of a family, or for^ fulfilling his duties 
as a citizen. Until a greater sense of moral 
joesponsibuity is felt by all classes of our citi- 
zens, we may expect to hear the recital of 
crime upon crime. Teachers who are now 
moulding the character of the future fathers 
and mothers of America, think of this. In your 
hands is reposed a sacred trust, and if you prove 
yourselves worthy your position, you will make 
your names remembered . with gratitude, by 
your fellow-countrymen." 



Old Times Again ; 



HOW A POOR GIRL LEARNED TO READ AND WRITE. 

I suppose many of the little readers will 
think she learned at school, where many poor 
children in these days learn. Oh no, she never 
went to school. As soou as she was old en- 
ough , her mother learned her to wash , to sweep, 
to clean house, to sew, to spin, to weave, and 
to knit. This was all. Her parents were too 
poor to buy books and suitable clothes for her 
to go to school. When Elizabeth was ueally a 
small girl she went to live with her aunt, who 
was also too popr to seod her to schooL In a 
few months her uncle was taj^en sick. Elizar 
beth was veiy kind and attentive to her uncle, 
and soon attracted the attention of the Doctor, 
who came every day to see him. The Doctor 
one day asked her if she could write. When 
he was told she could not, he told her he would 
set her a copy every day he came to see her 
uncle. He ^d so ; and the little girl used to 
write imitations of the copy on the papers in 
which the Doctor left her uncle's powders. In 
this way, a little girl in old times learned to 
^write. 

What would you do, little girls, if you. were 
obliged to gather together the little scrips of 
paper which were not wanted for any other 
purpose, to write your copies on ; and do it too 
after working steadily all the day? But this, 



little girl knew«he^couM nevet learn unless she 
aceepfted the good Doctor's <^r. 

Not long after this, she used to go etery Sa- 
turday afternoon to see an old lady who was to<r 
old and feeble to go out. One day the old lady 
told her she wotdd learn her to read the Bible. 
The little girl was delighted with the thoughts 
of knowing how to read and write. She was 
sure to visit tiie old lady every Saturday. She 
began at ^e first chapter of John. When she 
had read through the book of Joha, ^e took 
Matthew and Mark, and continued her weekly 
lessons tUl she had read the New Testament 
through. 

The little girl has lived to be an old lady 
herself, is a good woman, is a member of a 
Baptist church, and said when she told this little 
story, that all her pious thoughts and feelings 
had come to her by the kind old lady who taught 
her to read her Bible. Every book and every 
paper containing gOod reading, she saves very 
carefully for her little grand-chiMren, who now 
take their turn in reading to tke old lady ; for 
her eyes have become dim with age. 

When I see those little children pasang every 
day to their school in a neat and pleasant school- 
house, I wonder if they are as thankful to Grod 
who has given them birth in thebe happier 
times, as their old grand-mother would have 
been, if in her youth she could have gone to 
school every day. She was thankful that Grod 
had given her the opportunity to learn to read 
and write alone ; but those little grandchildren, 
although they too are poor, can study Geogra 
phy. History, Botany, Grammar, Arithmetic ; 
and as they grow older will attend to many other 
useful and pleasant studies. Have they not 
reasoli to bless and thank the Lord for his good- 
ness and mercy ? Have not ail of us great rea- 
son to be ever thankful, for ever mindful of the 
blessings of these our own times ! May we have 
grateful and dutiful hearts to our Father for all 
our enjoyments and privileges ! M. H. A. 



(£/* Br. T. J. Tenney will please accept 
our thanks for a copy of his Discourse, entitled 
** The Insufficiency of the Dea(h Penalty." 
If is a. straight forward statement of truth. 
That old pallpws will have to " swing" yet ! 
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We:BHM>t liOor. 

We Were Reused with certain leaarks of 
Br. D:- Forbes, Ihe rainifiterliroin Bridgewater, 
at tbe Siabbath Sehool Conference in Cam- 
bhdgfeport the other day. " Some people," 
said he, " seom to tl^nk it enough if their re- 
ligion makes them hei oomfertable. They 
Ibiget that they are called «pon to work with 
JaU their might. I have but litde fellowship 
for auoh notions. They are wrong. They 
injure us. They hare injured our Sabbath 
Schools. We need, in refetence to our Sab- 
bath School onteiprise this very conviction at 
heart, that if we would progress we must la- 
bor." True, indeed, the Sabbath School is one 
of the most powerfol instruments in the pro- 
t mnlgation of Gospel truth. But all who enter 
into it as teachers should feel the responsibility 
Testing upon them. They enter there to woric. 
All who would have the Sabbalfal School pros- 
per, must labor — laboi that the interest in this 
^canse may be kept alive — labor that they may 
«ncoarage teachers, if they are not teadters 
themselves— *labor that new teachers be raised 
up— -keep their ^es and their heaits open, that 
all possible good Christian influences may be 
.going out from them. Labor, labor, this must 
Mce have if our Sabbath School enterprise is to 
succeed. 



Names. 

An exchange paper contains the following 
statement of the origin of some of our names. 
Emma is f^m the German, and signifies a 
nurse ; Caroline from the Latin, noble minded ; 
George from Greek, a farmer; Martha from 
Hebrew, bitterness ;'the beautiful though com- 
mon name Mary, is Hebrew, and means a drop 
of salt water, a tear ; Sophia from Greek, 
wisdom ; Susan from Hebrew, a lily ; Th(»]aas 
from Hel»ew, a twin ; Robert from Grerroan, 
famous in council. 



Unlversalist Watchman* 

Quite a discussion on the subject of Dancing 
seems to be going on in the Univerealist Watch- 
man. We should like to say something about 
that in the Teacher, when we have time. 

By the way — ^is it to be understood that the 
poetry in a late number of the 'Watchman, said 



to- have bisen * 
iB Original? 



written by Rev. B. M. Hall," 



Ithe !ProtiS8t. 

The Protest against Slavery, sent out hjike 
clergymen of our denomination, seems to be 
calling «(ut discussions* in our papers, jitd and 
con. This is what we are glid to s^. Oiily 
let the spirit of love pervade the discussions, 
and good will be the result. W'e must have 
discussions first all over our land ; and' not 
until wcdo, shall we hear of the way to he- 
move the evil of slavery. , 



HYMN. 

BY MRS. M. P. PRINCE. 

Smg at tke Sabbath School EaMfkumin^9oidh 
Danvers, on Oirisimas Eve, 
Dreary Winter, reigning round us. 

Chills us wheresoe*er we^o ; 
From his breath tbe flowers are hidden. 
Underneath the soft, white snow. 

Little streams have ceased their music. 
Frozen by his stern, cold look ; 

And within his icy mantle 
Shrouded lies each tiny brook. 

Yet with all his faults we love him, 
With his snow, and sleet, and rime ; 

For he always comes attended 
By the merry Christinas time. 

Then our faces all are smiling, 
And our hearts are free aiid glad, 

While we banish from oUr heartb^^ftoflCs 
Every thought to make us sad. 

Let us give, with hand nsspaiing, 

From our plentiful supply, 
Food and raiment to the needy. 

And the tear of Sorrow dry. 

If we imitate the Savior, 
■ While we celebrate his birth. 
Then we shall, as he has tai^ht us. 
Scatter blessings o*er the earth ! 



Ebrata.— In the ** Teacher," of Feb. Ist, in 
the Introductory and Concluding Addresses of the 
South Danvers S. S. Exhibition, the reader will 
please make the following emendations : ** instrnc-. 
tions" read introductions. Concluding address, 
3d line from the bottom of the page, for '* be*' Te^4 



Digitized by 



GooQle 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



73 



NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

G. L. DEMARE ST, Editor. 



A Second I«etter to the Williamsbiiiyli 
Smiday School. 

Willi AMSBtiRGH, Feb. 16th, 1846. 

Dear Youkg Friends : I have been think- 
ing hoW very much children ooght to love the 
blessed Savior, and prize his religion, and how 
thankful they should be to God, that He sent 
Christ into the world to be their Teacher and 
Guide. This is a subject about which, it may 
be, you have not thought niuch ; and i^o I will 
mention a few things which will help you to 
make up your minds bn this matter. 

Did you ever hear iabout the people in In- 
dia, (which you may find on tl^e map of A^a,) 
who thought it right to throw their children into 
the river Ganges, and drown ihem ? They tlid 
this, because they supposed it would please 
their gods, and make them more kind. They 
sometimes placed their children in the wi^ of 
9 great lumbering car, which here about one of 
their terrible idols, and which would erdsh to 
death in a moment every one over whom it 
rolled. If their children were kilted in this 
"^iray, they thought they would be safe tihd 
happy in heaven. They knew tidihilnig of 
Christ : they had never leanied any thing of 
God : they had no Bible. If they hati knoivn 
how good God is^ — that He is the Father and 
Fri«nd of all ; and if they h^d learned how 
Jesus bl6ssed little children, they would not 
have done these things which appear to us so 
shocking. 
^ But India is not the only country wbere 

* children have been liable to very ill treatment, 
all because it was thought " religious** to make 
them suffer, and even to kill them. In Mexico, 
which you know is in the southerly part of 
North America, children were very savagely 
treated, before the knowledge of Christ was 
canned there. You know that in 1499, or 354 
years ago, Columbus discovered one of the 
West India islands, and thus made known, 
what he had long suspected, that there was a 
New World tjiree thousand miles west erf the 
end. Soon after ^ the Spaniards found the land 
now called Mexico, and conquered the inhabi" 



tants, whose manners atid customs were very 
singtilar in many respects. I shall not now go 
into a particular description of these ; all that 
I wish to speak of at present is the manner in 
which children were sometimes treated. We 
tead that Aitec (as the people were called) 
parents had the t)ower of selling their own 
childlren into slavery ; and this was very fre- 
quently done. Ihstead of being encouraged 
while at school by words of kindness and love, 
the Aztec childien were liable to very severe 
punishmeilfs, and sometimes to death itself. 
But this IS not the worst. Mr. Prescott, the 
great American historian, says that in seasons 
of drought, children were killed and offered up 
in sacrificiB to one of their idols, which they 
called the God of Rain. ** As they were borne 
along in open litters, dressed in their festal 
robes, arid decked with the fresh blossoms of 
spring, they moved the hardest heart to pity, 
though their cries Were drowned in the wild 
chant of the priests. These innocent victims 
>Vere generally bought by the priests of pa- 
rents who were poor." This barbarous people 
believed that religion requited thiem to aict so 
hdrribly toward men and women, as well as 
children. Did Jesus teach any thing like this ? 
O no ! ^hen his disciples tried to hinder pa« 
rents from bringing their little ones to him to 
be blessed, he told them not to forbid children, 
bnt to suffer them to go to him ; and he did 
bless them in kindness and love. How he 
must have loved little children ! And all Who 
would b^ like him must love them too. 

My youlig friends, if it Wei-e not for the re- 
ligion of Christ, you might be in the same 
situation as the children of India or Mexico. 
Wherever JEstrs is loved, tWe the little peo- 
ple dre loved and cared for ; arid whierever 
Christ i^ riot knoWn, children ate neglected, 
even if they are not so cnilly treated as those 
spoken of above. Ought you hot to be thank- 
ful to God for telling us through His Sow, how 
much better He is than the godis of the heathen 
are Supposed to be 1 And ought you not to love 
Christ, for his love and blesised religion? "If 
ye love nie," he iaid, ** keep my command- 
ments," 

^Tdur aflfectionate Superinjenderit, 
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Exhibition. 

The Sunday School at Jersey City had its 
first annual Exhibition on Wednesday evening, 
February 11th. I was not able to attend ; but 
I understand that the exercises gave great sa- 
tisfaction to the friends present, and that the 
amount produced for the benefit df the school 
was $ 45, clear of all expenses — a very pretty 
sum for a small school. Let the zeal of the 
present managers of the school not flag ; they 
will doubtless find it of immediate advantage' 
to the cause of Universalism in their vicinity. 



CorrecUon. 

Br. Lumbard says, through the ** Messen- 
ger,'* that we were mistaken in ascribing to 
him that little dialogue in our number of Feb- 
ruary 1, entitled " Truth." He thinks the 
credit of it belongs to Br. A. B. Grosh. 



Power of Blindness. 



* Overcome evil with good,' is the great motto 
of the gospel. This is the way God overcomes 
evil. There is no other way to do it. If you 
render evil for evil, the evil is surely doubled, 
instead of being overcome. Kinihiess, .when it 
has time to show and prove itself, invariably 4ip^ 
arms cruelty. In the style of the prophet, it 
' Softens the tiger to the lamb. 
The vulture to a dove.' 

Montgomery, the poet, relates the following 
anecdote of Archbishop Fenelon, which fully 
confirms what we have here said.— TVi/mpgf. 

The Power op Kindness .-^Fenelon was a 
Koman Catholic, and Archbishop of Cambria, 

S France. He was a man of fine feeling, of 
e greatest benevolence, and he uniformly prac^ 
tised the law, * Overcome evil with good.' He 
was kind and affable to the lowly, mild and 
courteous to the ignorant, philanthropic to the 
miserable, and ever gentle both to friend and foe. 
The consequence was, that he won all hearts. 
His diocese was often the theatre of w^r — ^but 
the English, Germans, and Dutch even surpassed 
the inhabitants of Cambria in their love and ve- 
neration for him. At ^ such times, he gathered 
the wretched into his residence and entertained 
them ; for his known goodness had surrounded 
him with a power which even contending armies 
could not resist ; and the consequence was, that 
his dwellings were safe, even when towns and 
vfliages were lying in smoking ruins around 
him. The following is fai instance of his ^eat^ 
kindness : He observed one day, that a peasant, 
who had been driven from his home, and to 
whom Fenelon had given shelter, ate nothing. 



He inquired the reason. ' Alas ! ipy loa-d^' said 
the poor man, '^ in making my escape from' toy 
cottage, I had not time to brinff offmy cow, 
which was the support of my family. The enemy 
will drive her awuy, and I shall never find ?mo- 
ther 80 gtood.' Fenelon, availing himself of his 
privilege of safe conduct, immediately set out, 
accompanied by a single servant, and drove her 
back himself to the peasant. By thus walking 
according to the law of overcoming evil with 
good, he gained the afiection of all. The pea- 
santry loved him as their father — and, long after 
his death, their tears would flow when they said, 
* There is the chair on whieh our good Arch- 
bishop used to sit in the midst of us ; we shall 
see him no jBore.' What a crown of unfadulg 
glory the law of love gives man. 



A Fable. 

BY R. vr, EMERSON. 

The mountain an^ the squirrel 

Had a quarrel, 

And the former called the latter ** little Prig." 

Bun replied, 

You are doabtless v^y big, 

But all sorts of things and weather 

Most be taken in together 

To makci up a year 

And a sphere, 

And I think it no disgraoq 

To occupy my place* 

If I'm not 80 large as ypa, 

You are not so large as I. 

And not half so spry ; 

I'll not deny you. make 

A very pretty squirrel track ; 

Talents differ ; all is well and wisely put ; 

If I cannot carry forests on my back, 

Neither can you crack a nut. 



I<eaniing and Doing. 

Epictetus has the following excellej^ coin- ^ 
parison, which all Christian leaders wilrao well 
to xecollect. 

;** The sheep, when they have been feeding, 
do not carry to their shepherds the grass itself 
to show them how much they have eaten ; but 
having digested it, they produce wool aud mflk 
in return. In liker manner do not you be in 
haste to show to the ignorant the words yo«i 
have learned, but rather the good works which 
come from the inward digesting of them." 

From this heathen we may all take a useful 
hint. If we were as anxious to bring forth 
the fruits of the gospel, as to show how much 
we know of the gospel, it would be better for 
us and for the vjorld, -^Hudson Observer, 
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JesQs Obeys His Parents, 

Jesus lited with his parents at Nazareth. 
He grew, and increased ih strength. The 
.grace of God was seen in him, and in all that 
he did. Though he was tut a little child, he 
was filled with divine wisdom. 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem to 
keep the feast of the passover, for God had 
eommanded the people of Israel to observe 
this feast that they might iiever forget his good- 
ness in saving their forefathers from Pharaeh, 
the king of Egypt. 

When Jesus was twelve years old they took 
him to Jerusalem with them. It was the first 
time Jesus had been to Jeiusalem. What 
must have been his delight when he first saw 
the Holy City, and the beautiful temple rising 
above it ! 

At the end of the feast Joseph and Mary 
left Jerusalem to return home with their neigh; 
bors. But Jesus staid behind, and his parents 
did not know it. He liked the temple better 
than any other" place. Joseph and Mary tra- 
velled on a whole day, and thought that Jesus 
Was in the company. When they fonnd that 
he was not with their friends, they were in 
great trouble. How unhappy must they have 
felt, when they could hear no tidings of him. 
They could not tell what had become of him ; 
for Jesus had never disobeyed them, nor left 
them without permission. They turned back 
to Jerusalem in great sorrow. When they 
reached the city, they looked every where for 
him, but could not find him. After seeking for 
him in vain three. days, they went into the 
temple. There they found Jesus sitting among 
the doctors, asking questions. All eyes were 
fixed upon him ; and they were astonished to 
hear his wise answers. His parents were 
amazed and delighted when they saw him ; and 
his mother said to him, * Son, why hast thou 
dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing.* Jesus replied, 
*^How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not 
^ that I must be abo;ut my Father's business?' 

They did not understand what he meant by 
these words, but his mother treasured them up 
in her heart. Jesus then went badL with them 
to Nazareth. 

Jesus lived in the humble dwelling of his 
parents ; and he did all they bade him do. Oh, 
what a lesson' this is for you, children ! Follow 
his holy example, let the history of his youth 
be your guide ; it is. given in these few words : 
* Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. Try to become like 
him. Take bis life as your pattern : and piay 
to him to help you to follow his steps. Never 
be so wicked as to disobey your parents ; but 
love them as Jesus did his. — Sacred History, 



JUVENILE DEPAETMENT. 



** All thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." 



OR I6IN AL. 

Daty of Parents-^A Dialogue. 

BY REV. M. SANFORD. 

Rebecca, Elizabeth, I am very sorry ever to 
come to you with any thing like a burdened 
spirit or a desponding tone ; or to introduce any 
topic for consideration which is not of the most 
cheerful and agreeable character ; but 1 have 
lor some little time been thinking upon a sub- 
ject which has been growing upon my atten- 
tion and feelings until it has produced in me a 
state of mind bordering on dejection and me- 
lancholy, and I hope you will pardon me for 
coming to you with it this evening. 

Elizabeth. Certainly, Rebecca ; little should 
we meiit the name of friends — little should we 
be prepared for social intercourse, if wexould 
not unbosom our whole souls to each other ou 
all subjects relating to our happiness, though 
not alvi ays of the most pleasing nature, without 
giving offence. 

R, Well, in dwelling in my mind on the 
importance of early religious culture, I have 
thought our parents, (1 mean parents in gene- 
ral,) are not as much interested in the Sunday 
School as they ought to be — that they are too- 
indifferent as to giving it their encouragement 
and support, and the thought has given me 
much pain. 

E. I am really sorry, Rebecca, that you 
should deem an apology necessary for intro- 
ducing this topic for conversation. It gives me 
great pleasure to know that your mind is so 
seriously disposed, and that you have given 
this subject your attention, though it has cost 
you, as you say, ** much pain." I trust this 
pain will serve to awaken not only yoursellT, 
but many others, to a stirring sense of duty. 
But, pray, from what have you obtained your 
irhpression ? I have always thought that parents 
love their children i and while they do so I 
cannot see how they can be indifferent to their 
religious education and to the interests of the 
Sunday School. Please tell me, then, on what 
ground you have been led to form your im- 
pression. 

R I can judge, of course, only from what 
I see, or perhaps I should say from what I do 
not see. That parents love their children, and 
that they desire to promote their welfare, I 
have not a doubt ; but I have not seen them so 
often in our school, encouraging their children 
by their presence and smiles, as a love for them 
and a desire to promote their spiritual welfare 
would seem to promise. Have you never no- 
ticed this, Elizabeth? 
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E, Never noticed it 1 Why, it has attracted 
my notice nearly every Sunday. While our 
superintendent and assistant, and, for the most 
part^ teachers, have manifested theit interest in 
the school by their attendance, I have rarely 
seen any of the parents present to encourage 
us and the children by their company and coun- 
sel. I am sure they would visit the school, at 
least occasionally, if they knew how much en- 
couragement their presence would give us and 
the scholars. 

R, So I think, Elizabeth. But have we yet 
considered the extent of their delinquency ? 
Do parents do what they can at home to en- 
courage arid support the Sunday School! Do 
they feel, as they should, the importance of 
bringing up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and do they act as if 
they were in earnest in tfiis work ? instead of 
permitting their children to remain at home on 
Sundays, or perhaps of running in the streets, 
or of rambling over the fields, do they pur- 
suade them to attend the Sunday School, 
where they will learn of God, Christ, duty 
and heaven? And, besides, do they concern 
themselves, personally, in the religious educa- 
tion of the young minds committed to their 
charge, taking care to impart to them correct 
views cf the character of God, and to lead 
them to form correct habits, that they may fit 
them for the duties and trials of life ? 

E. I have to confess, Rebecca, that I fear 
there is too much ground for believing them to 
be delinquent in these respects, but what do 
you propose to do, supposing they are ? > 

i?. Why, I desire to know whether some- 
thing cannot be done to arouse them to a just 
sense of their duties, so as to make them at* 
tend faithfully to the religious education of 
their children? On them, 1 think, rests a fear* 
ful responsibility. By neglecting the religious 
education of their ofispring, they may i^ot pre- 
pare their now innocent souls for the fires of 
endless perdition in the future world, but they 
may be unconsciously preparing them for all 
the degradation and misery of which they are 
capable under the government of a j^st and 
benevolent God. If they neglect to give them 
the advantages of Christian culture, and allow 
them to form such views and habits as shame 
or circunistances may determine, can they ex- 
pect otherwise than that they will grow up 
with low tastes and depraved characters — ^to 
bring disgrace upon their parentage, and ruin 
upon themselves? And besides, S the rising 
generation are allowed to grow up in ignorance 
and neglect of the principles of Christianity, 
what will become of the world in future ages? 
Who will be its teachers, reformers and phi- 
lanthropists ? 

JE7. These are certainly momentous questions, 
and I agree with you in wishing that our pa- 



rents could duly feel their fears. Have you * 
not determined upon some way by which their 
minds may be stirred up to an active sense of 
dnj^ on this subject? 

R. I cannot say that I have. I have thoug^ht 
upon it, to be sure, but without satisfying my- 
self as to the best way of securing success. 

E, Suppose we should ask our minister to 
prepare and deliver a sermon on the subject ; 
don't you think it would have a good eflfect? 

J?. It might, if they should be at church and 
hear it. Indeed, I had previously thought of 
this plan, and I had half made up my mind to 
mention it to him ; but, on more reflection, it 
occurred to me that he was rather a modest 
man, and that he would not fbel like calling the 
attention of the oldest minds in his congrega- 
tion so often to this subject ; and so I lost my 
courage. 

E, What, then, shall we do? 

R, ReaUy, I can hardly tell, though I hope 
we shall not come to the conclu»on, that no- 
thing can be done without the minister ;.in othier 
words, that he must do very thing. Have not 
the people something to do as well as he ? 

E. Is it your mind, that we should m^e 
this a part of your own business, and that we 
should go to our parents and try to pursuade 
thenft to be more attentive to the religious edu- 
cation of their children ? 

J2. I confess I had thought of pursuing this 
course, should it be found necessary. But I 
have hoped that this exhibition must leave a 
favorable efifect upon the parents present, and 
so save us froin the discharge of so unpleasant 
a duty. 

E, This is my own earnest prayer, Rebecca, 
and in the hope that such will be the result, 
we will postpone further consultation on the 
subject to some future time. 

jR. Very well ; but I hope the postponement 
of the time will not prove a postponement of 
the subject. Good evening. 

E, I hope hot, Rebecca : good evening. 



^lie Fbny of Fretting. 

Two gardeners, who were neighbors, had 
their crops of early peas killed by the frost. One 
of them came to condole with the other. "Ah ! " 
cried he, " how unfortunate I — Do you know, 
neighbor that I have done nothing but fret ever 
since. But bless me, you seem to have a fine 
healthy crop conung. What are these ? " " Why 
tiiese are what I sowed immediately after my 
ioiss.'* — " What, coming up already?'' said Aft 
fretter. "Yes," replied the other, "While 
you were fretting I was working." 

True modesty blushes for everything that is 
criminal. False niodesty is ashamed of every- 
thing unfashionable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



77 



ORIGINAL. 

The Boy wlio loved Tiatlu 

BY JULIA A. FLETCHER. 

" Catharine, you may tell xofi who is my best 
scholar while I am away," said a teachei^, as 
shf} left the room with a Y^siter, to a little girl 
who had just finished her lessons* 

The little monitor took her place, the other 
pujpils went on as usual with their studies, and 
in a few minutes the teacher returned. 

"Well, Catharine," said she, " what report, 
haye you to make 1 A good one, I know, by the 
happy faces around me." 

" All the scholars haye been good," said Pa- 
tharine, " but Edwin Loriqg has been the best*" 

Miss Stanley smiled wj^th pleasure, for Ed- 
win was a gentle and obedient child, and of 
course she loved him very ^uch. She was sur? 
prised, however, to observe that Ediiyin did not 
look so happy as usual, and that her words. of 
approbation were received without any apparent 
joy. She wondered much at this, but thought 
It better. not to notice it then, being convinced by 
her knpwledge of Edwin's character tha^ he 
would confide the cause to her^ if it ws^ righti 
for him lo do so. 

Poor Edwin! He did indeed feel sad, and 
hard was the thai to him; for he loved his 
teacher, and had striven hard for her approba- 
tion ; but he felt now that he had not deserved 
it. During her absence he had been tempted to 
do wrong, by making signs to a schoolmate 
across the room. This was not observed by the 
little girl who reported him as the best. 

The business of the school went quietly on ; 
the lessons, one by one, were recited ; but Ed- 
win still sat sadly thinking what course to per- 
sue. He was a very sensitive child, feeling 
deeply the lightest tone either of praise or blame ; 
but he loved truth more than any thing else^ and 
he felt that he was acting a falsehood as long as 
he allowed his teacher to be deceived. He re- 
solved at any rate to confess his fault, even 
though he might lose the approbation he so 
highly prized, and receive the censure he so 
much dreaded. 

This he was about to do, when another 
thought presented itself to him. " IVfi^ht not 
some blame be Catharine's portion?" said he to 
himself ; " will not she be censured for caieless- 
ness, in reporting me as the best^ when I really 
was not?" He hesitated ; it seemed ungrateful 
to subject her even to the chance of blame. 

I will leave my young readers to decide what 
Edwin ought to have done in such a case, and 
to think what they would have done^ while I tell 
them how things happened, to decide for him* 
The boy, to whom Edwin had made signs, was 
Yery much displeased when he heard him praised 
for good conduct — not because he loved truth, 
but because he was an envious boy, and could 



not bear to hear any one praised but himself. 
He disliked Edwin, because his behavior was so 
much better than his own, and because his 
teacher, of course, loved him better. He was 
not a generous boy, or he would not have fcU 
or acted thus. He raised his hand, and when 
Miss Stanley gave him permission to speak, he 
said, "Edwin Loring was not the best in his 
conduct while you were absent." 

In a moment Miss Stanley understood the 
whole matter. All Edwin's sadness and hesi- 
tation was now explained, and she knew what, 
his feelings had been. " You may sit down," 
said she to the informer, who sank sdllenly back 
into his seat. Then turning to Edwin, she 
said, " Edwin, you may yourself explain this- 
Was your conduct while I was absent the best?" 

" No, ma'am, it was not," replied Edwin. 

* * What did you do that was wrong ? " 

" I made signs to Arthur to lend me a slate 
pencil." 

" Who do you Uiink behaved better than 
you!" asked Miss Stanley. 

This was a hard question. Edwin had ex- 
pected to give up the approbation himself, but 
to be thus called to decide upon whom it should 
be bestowed, was entirely an unexpected trial. 
His teacher knew this^ but she wished to give 
his generous and truth-loving spirit an occasion 
to act in opposition .to the temptation of the mo- 
ment, and she felt quite sure it would gain the 
victory. She was right. Edwin paused a mo- 
ment, and then in a firm, manly voice replied, 
" Arthur Jones." 

"And why," continued Miss Stanley, " do 
you think so?" 

" Because," replied Edwin^ " when I tempt- 
ed him by making signs^ he did not reply to 
them." 

Miss Stanley did not think as Edwin did, 
that Arthur had been the best boy, but she was 
glad that he was vidlling to think and to say so, 
and she loved more than ever before the boy 
who loved truth. 



On ward. 

Onward ! press , 
Onward ever ! 
Time once lost 
Returneth never. 

Onward still ! 
Nor once look back \ 
Onward press 
In dnty's track ! 

Thns m life 
Thy task fulfil ; 
And with death 
March onward still I 
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For the Gospel Teacher. 
On the Death of a Friend* 

BY MIfS MART B. MORRfflOK. 

She has gone — her pure spirit in paradise dwells. 
Where the angels of heaven belong : 
And her voice in an anthem to Jesus now swells. 
For her*s is the seraphim's song. 

No more we behold her in sorrow or angtHsh 
For Jesus has called her above : 
No more on her bed of disease will she languish. 
She is healed by the balm of his love. 

She trusted the Saviour of these wide dominions 
And she prayed for the hour to come, 
When she*d soar to her God on seraphim's pinions. 
And dwell in his heavenly home. 

Cease mourners to weep, why will ye deplore her ? 
She has gone but in Eden to bloom ; 
For Jesus has passed through the grave long be- 
fore her — 
And his love has dispelled all its gloom. 



ORIGINAL. 

Little VeTses* 

Little drops of water. 
Little grains of sand. 
Make the mighty ocean. 
And the pleasant land. 

Thus the little minutes 
Humble tho' they be, 
Make the mighty years of time. 
And of eternity. 

Thus our little errors 
Lead the soul away, 
From the path of virtue. 
Far in sin to stray. 

And little deeds of kindness. 

Little words of love. 

Make our little earth below. 

Like the heaven above. Julia. 



Temperance-^The Pledge. 
Dear Father, think me not unkind 

When I entreat you so ; 
Oh ! drink no more and then you'll find 

A home where'er you go. 

Thus spake in tenderness ihe child — 
The drunkard's heart was moved; 

He signed the pledge ! he wept — he smiled- 
And kissed the boy he loved. 



From the Touth's Visiter. 
Mavr and Her Motlier. 

'* Mamma," said Mfuryx)ne evening on her 
return from an excursion with a party of her 
youngr friends, ** would ^ you believe! Sarah 
Carver says her mother gave four dollars for 
the muslin for her new dress, and that she paid 
two dollars more to have it made at Mrs. L's. 
shop. That makes it cost six dollars. Is not 
that being very extravagant, mamma ? Do yoa 
think the Carvers can sSford to dress so expen- 
sively V 

** It is of little consequence to us, my daugh- 
ter," said her mother, " whether they can af* 
ford it or not. We should be extremely care- 
ful not to interfere with the private concerns of 
our friends. How would you like to hear oar 
neighbors, the Lintons, say, " It is wonderful 
how Mrs. Atherton can afford to dress Mary so 
expensively as she does — woujd you believe ? > 
the new dress she has got cost no less than 
four dollars, when muslins can be bought so 
cheap that a dress quite good enough for any 
little girl can1)e had for two I' Would you not 
think they were very unkind and meddlesome t 
But, let me hear, my dear, what you were 
talking of, when Sarah boasted of her Mostly 
dress." 

" Why, mamma," said Mary, quite con- 
fused, and blushing as she met her mother's 
look of keen inquiry. " I believe — ^I think— 
I was sa3ring something about the new hat you 
are to get for me next week." 

** Ah yes, I understand. You were telling 
her how beautiful it is to be, and how much it 
is to cost, and how very pretty it will look with 
your new white muslin dress. Was it not so, 
Mary I" 

** Yes, mamma, I remember I did say some- 
thing about my new hat and dress. But you 
know my dreiA is not near so expensive as Sa- 
rah's, and that makes a great difference." 

*' Not so great as you imagine, my dear," 
renlied her mother. " A dress costing four 
dollars may be said to be quite as extravagant 
for you, as one costing six dollars for Sarah 
Carver. Your father is not so rich as Mr. 
Carver, and, besides, he has many different 
ways of spending his ;noney which he thinks 
much better than laying it out in costly dress 
for his children." 

** I am sorry, my daughter, continued Mrs. 
Atherton, " very sorry to see that you are in- 
fected with such foolish notions of dress and 
display so common now amongst girls of ycmr 
age. I have often been grieved to see your 
young friends, when they come to spend an 
evening with yon, instead of enjoying them- 
selves in innocent play, spending the whole 
time in frivolous talk about fashion, and balls, 
and parties. A.nd very often have I heard 
boastful and ill-natured remarks about their 
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own and their friend's dress. It is a' practice 
both silly and wicked. Ko little girl thinks 
more of you fbt hating a better dreis'than she 
can afifoid. A sensible, well-instructed child 
will pity youT folly and weakness. A tain and 
foolish one will^ envy your better fortune, and 
enyy brings no love with it. If yon should 
succeed in making some poor child who has 
plainer clothes than you ^ave, discontented and 
unhappy, what have you gained ? The destruc- 
tion of her happiness can bring no addition to 
your own. Do you not see that the desire of 
exciting the envy and admiration of others, 
flows fVom a wicked and selfish heart, willing 
to gratify its low desires at the expense of the 
peace of others? 

** I have seen more of the world, my daugh- 
ter, than you have ; and I have always ob- 
served that this foolish habit is most common 
amongst the vulgar rich and the aping poor. 
Those who imagine wealth to be the greatest 
earthly blessing, and those who, although poor, 
aie able only to maintain a respectable appear- 
ance, strive to keep up the show of an extrava- 
gant style of living from the foolish notion that 
expensive, luxurious tastes are a certain proof 
of good breeding. Both these Olasses of per- 
sons are troubledotiie friends and nei^bmrs. I 
have always endeavored to avoid them. I hope 
my child that you will never so far forget the 
principles I have endeavored to impress upon 
your heart as to be guilty of such folly affain." 

** Oh, mamma," said Mary, " I think I never 
will. I never before felt how very naughty 
and foolish it was." 

** I rejoice, my daughter," said her mother, 
" that you see your fault — and are sorry for it. 
Always strive to remember that your Heavenly 
Father's eye is upon you — ^that he knows every 
thought of your heart. Remember that the 
proud are an abomination in his sight. Culti- 
vate a meek and humble spirit. It will be your 
brightest, most enduring, and most valuable 
ornament, for it is above all price." 



Carrier Pigeons, A. D« 1099. 

The 'secret of turning to account the peculiar 
instinct of these birds, would appear to have 
been known and practiced in the East at an ear- 
ly period. Maimbourg, in his History of the 
Crusades, relates a curious anecdote on this sub- 
ject. " As the Christian army continued its 
march, by the narrow passage which is between 
the sea and Mount Carmet, tfiev saw a dove, 
having escaped from the claws of a bird of prey 
who had let go his hold at the great noise made 
by his so)diers, fall half dead at ^ir feet. 
There was found tied beneath his tail a small 
scroll of paper, in which the Emir of Ptolemais 
wrote to the Emir of Cacsarea, to do all the 
harm in his power to the army of dogs who 



were about to pass through his territories, as he 
mbre easily than the forpaer, could hinder their 



From the Methodist Froiestant. 
Mr Little Brother* 
Little brother, darling boy. 

You are very dear to me I 
I am happy— fall of joy. 

When your smiling lace I see. 

How I with that you coald speak. 
And could know the words I say ; 

Pretty stories I would seek 
To amuse you every day : 

All about the honey-bees. 
Flying past us in the aun : 

Birds that sing among the trees. 
Lambs Uiat in the meadows run, 

I'll be very kind to you ; 

Never slap nor make you cry. 
As some naughty children do, 

Cinite forgetting God is nigh. 

Sbstkie your rattle — here it is — 
Listen to its nfierry noise ; 

And ^hen you are tired of' this, 
I will bring you other toys. 



The Dust aad the 'Flf e8« 

Mr. Cecil, riding one day with a friend, — a 
very windy day,— the dust being very trouble- 
Bome, his companion wished that they could ride 
in the fields, where they would be free from 
dust ; and this wish he repeated more than once 
Whil6 on the road: At length they reached the 
fields, where the fiies so teased his friend's 
horse, that he could scarcely keep his seat on 
the saddle. On his bitterly complaining, * Ah l 
sir,' said Mr. Cecil, * when you were on the 
road, the dust was your only trouble, and all 
your anxiety was to get into the fields; you 
foi:got that the fly was there. Now this is a 
true picture of human life, and you will find it 
so in all the changes you make in future. We 
know the trials of our present situation, but the 
next will have trials, and perhaps worse, though 
they may be of a different kind.' 



Timepieces. 

The common instruments for measuring time 
among the ancients were hour-glasses, sun- 
dials, and a vessel of water with a hole in its 
bdttom. King Alfred's time-keeper consisted 
of six wax tapers, twelve inches long, enclosed 
in a lantern of horn, so thin as to be transpa- 
rent. 
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From the Christian Watchman. 
The DisappolntnijeiiU 

One pleasant morning, quite late in th« MpoiK 
mer, Charlie wished very much to go out on an 
expedition with his brother Albert, and«ome of 
his flichool-mates. It was yacat^n, and the ex- 
cursion had been planned a number of days be- 
fore. They were to ramble about in the woods 
and fields, and each carried a little basket to put 
berries in. Charlie looked muc}) disappointed, 
when he found that, he pould 90t get permission 
to join the merry party.- He had been unwell, 
and his father did nc^ think him stiong enough. 

" Why, father," he s^, in, a tone of remon- 
strance, "I am verv.st^rong ndw. I wheeled 
my wheelbarrow full of chips to the bam, twice 
this morning.'' 

" Yes," said his father, " you, are sti^onger 
than you were a week ago, but not strong en- 
ough to run about, and play hard^ five or six 
hours." 
• *' I think I am, fiitker. I don't led tired any." 

His father seemed «a little disconcerted, and 
said, half aloud, 

**l had better have saii nothing, abput the 
reason." 

" What did you say, father," as)ced Charlie. 

** Why, I suppose that, on the whole, it 
would have been wiser to have said nothing 
about the reason, why I wished you to remain 
at home." 

The little boy looked perplexed, and said in 
a surprised tone of voice, 

" I don't see why, I am sure." 

" Why, your mind is now employed-in trying 
to destroy the force of my reason, when you 
ought to be trying to obey me willingly and 
cheerfully." 

Charlie's countenance wore, a thoughtfol ejnr 
jpressipn, as his father spoke. He had been get- 
ting considerably out of humor, but he be^gan to 
think that this would be both foolish and wrong. 
He was silent for a moment, and then said, 

** Well father, I mil try to bear it patiently," 

" I am very glad to heax. you say so," said 
his father, " and I will tell you how you ,ca^ par 
sily succeed. Try to stop tluqking of the expe- 
dition altogether, and employ yourself about 
sometliing that will please and interest you.". 

Charlie resolved to follow his father's direc- 
tions, and in doing so, he 'soon became quite, 
cheerful and happy. Y . 



Our prosperity and happiness in life mainly 
depend on the principle we adopt, and the 
course we pursue^ The path of rectitude ana- 
voidably leads to h^ppinesis — ^that of vice al- 
ways ends in misery. 

When you have an opportunity to praise, do 
it with all your heart. When you are foroed to 
blame, appear at least to do it with reluctance. 



From ih« Pn^y. M»U, 
C|h^4reii» 

Bar Al^OUyf^TI VX J. Hf . Dir (9 AJriTJB 

** She sees a child at play, 
Aneng the rosy wild flowers singing, 
As josy and as wild as they.**— MR6oek. 

Beautifol one«, in your jocund Jnirthj. 

Ye ss^m DQt the beings,, of owr^iiU eartbi 

How your wild Janghter— feerleii^and free*- 

Rings in mine ears like glad melody ; 

Merry feet boand o'er the village- green, 

*Mid the wild flowers bright forms are teei^rr 

Voices of music are rii^g^ig Jngi^i . . 

The old woods echo the shrilly cry. 

Hear ye tke voices, with music rifi, 

Mpsic of innocence— music of life-r 

New they spring o*er the dev^y grfisa, 

Novv through the, tai^led thicket pasfy 

Leaping the brook in ^ir jocund play » 

Now through the echoing forest stray*^ 

Merrily bounding in wood and dell, 

Beautiful beings, I love yon well ,! 

Ye are the oases greea :of Ufe,^ 

tn die wild deseit of earthly stvife^ 

Ye are a sail to the weary bark, 

Toss'd on the ocean, wild and dark ; 

Ye are fhe sunny beams, .that ^tray* 

Thiongh the dark iprispii gate, and pla^; 

On the poon captive*s lonely head, . 

Waking the hope that had almost fled ! 

Beautiful children , still may ye be 

The beings of light and melody I 

Slill with your wild flowers. love-^wi;eAth*s twiner 

And deck with the garland Nature's shrine ! 



Gpod for JBtU« 



A little boy came to his mamma one rainy 
afternoon, as he returned from school, and saia, 
^' Mamiha m^ay I ^ just down the street with a 
little girl that goes to our school?" 
She repUed, *' No, my son, it rains." 
He said, " Why, ma, I must go." 
**^ Well, then," said his mother, "go, if you 
must." 

On his return, she asked if the little girl was 
a favorite of his. 

He said, "O, no; she treats me Very ill, 
worse than any other scholar in school/' 
"Then why did you wish to go with her?" 
He said, " You have tai^ht me that we must 
do good to them that despitefully iise us, and 
she had a chair to take home, and I did not know 
of any other way to do her a kindness, so I 
thought I would carry it for her, and that would 
be rewarding good for evil." — S, S. Advocate* 
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<<Be ye followers of God as dear children .^^ Paul, 
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ORIOIKAL. 

Exliibttioii at Worcester. 

Dear Brother : — The Sabbath School con- 
nected with the Universalist Church and So- 
ciety, in Worcester, gave a public Exhibition 
on Wednesday evening, 91st January last. 
The exercises consisted of speaking and sing^ 
ing by the scholars, with several anthems by 
the choir. There were Addresses— original 
and selected — Dialogues, Hymns, &c., in 
which a great number of the scholars took 
part. 

•The " Altars of Nature,*' written by Br. A, 
C. Thomas, was admirably performed, and gave 
variety and interest to the exhibition. The 
church was crowded on the occasion, and a 
pretty general desire was manifested for a re- 
petition of the exercises. 

The pupils of the school, not having any 
aversion thereto, a second exhibition yvas an- 
nounced for Thursday evening, February 6th. 
Many new addresses and dialogues were ar- 
ranged, and many more scholars were desirous 
of taking part ; so that our bill of exercises 
was long, although we took the precaution to 
strike out several of the pieces spoken on the 
former occasion. 

The Worcester Sacred Music Society vo- 
lunteered its assistance at the second exhibition, 



and performed several choruses and anthems, 
in a style that is seldom excelled by the per- 
formances of the Handel and Haydn Society 
of Boston. 

With the other exercises, we had the de- 
livery of an Address to Br. J. G. Coes, the 
superintendent, accompanied by a splendid 
Grold Pencil, the gift of the school, by Sarah 
Mayo, and a reply by the superintendent. This 
was peculiarly interesting. Br. Coes has long 
been a faithful superintendent, and enjoys the 
confidence and respect of the pupils. The ad- 
dress and the presentation of a token of the 
children's gratitude came so sudden to him, 
that it was with extreme difficulty that he 
could control his feelings to reply in such 
terms as he desired to. I purpose to send the 
address and reply for insertion in connection 
with this notice. 

The exercises were closed with Handel's 
Grand Hallelujah , by the Worcester Sacred 
Music Society. The church was crowded on 
both occasions ; the audience seemed interested 
and delighted ; the speaking and singing of 
the scholars was admirable, even surprising to 
many who listened gladly. The exhibitions 
were pleasing and eucouraging to the pupils ; 
they serve to arrest the attention of those chil- 
dren who have not attended, and thereby in- 
crease the number in school. The amount col- 
lected at both exhibitions was between sixty 
and . seventy dollars, which amount, after de- 
ducting the expense incurred, is to be appro- 
priated as occasion may Require, for the benefit 
of the Sabbath School Library. 

Yours, Fraternally, 

A Friend to the Sabbath School. 
Worcester, Mass. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



ADDRESS 

On the Presentation of4he Gold Pencil to tlte 
Superintendent f by Miss Sarah Mayo. 

Mr. Goes : It has fallen to my lot to ad 
^ dress you in behalf of the Papils of this Sab- 
bath School, and to express to you their grati- 
tude for your constant and un\?earied devotion 
to its interests, and the pleasing and profitable 
manner in which you have conducted it. 

When you assumed the responsibility of su- 
perintendent, our school consisted of few scho- 
lars ; but, under your judicious administration, 
it has succeeded well, and is now respectable 
in point of numbers — all zealous in the acqui- 
sition of religious instruction. 

The i^rogress we have made in our lessons 
is in a great degree owing to the wise system 
you have adopted, the precision with which 
you have enforced it, and the ready assistance 
you have derived from those associated with 
you, of whom it may be said with emphasis — 
they are.** apt to teach." 

You have not only given us your time and 
counsel in the hours devoted to Sabbath School 
instruction ; you have labored diligently to ar- 
range for this Exhibition, and to prepare us to 
act our part4 in it with credit to ourselves and 
to the school. \Ve trust the performances are 
pleasing to our parents and friends, and that 
we shall be encouraged to persevere in our 
studies, and acquire that instruction which the 
wise man says ** is life." 

In behalf of the pupils of the school I tender 
you their sincere thanks for your uniform kind- 
ness, and for the faithfulness with which you 
have aided in their moral and religious instruc- 
tion. In their behalf, I beg leave to present 
you this Gold Pencil, as a token of their es- 
teem tor you as a friend, and their high regard 
for you as a faithful superintendent of the Sab- 
bath School. With this pencil, you will be 
enabled to note the progiess we shall make 
from time to time, and while you will dot down 
our absence iirom school, and our imperfect re- 
citations, we will endeavor that you shall oft 
enjoy the pleasure of writing opposite our 
names — present- — to our recitations — perfect^ 
and that tlie record you shall make of our pro- 
gress shall be satisfactory to yourself, to our 
parents, the patrons and friends of their Sab- 
bath School, and such as t&e, ourselves, shall 
regard with delightful emotions, and feel that 
it is approved by the Father and Judge of all ! 

E? Our good friend who furnished the above 
notice of the Worcester Exhibition; will ex- 
cuse us for the omission we have made in it, 
when he sees the amount of such matter in our 
paper. We wish the members of that school 
much prosperity ; and they will have it. The 



Pastor, we understand, is becoming more deep- 
ly interested than ever in the sehooL Then it 
must prosper. Ed. 



ORIGIN AI/. 

ExhiMtion at Woonsocke V XU I, 

The Sunday School connected with t^e Uni- 
versalist Society in Woonsocket, hdld its an- 
nual Elxhibition about a month since, and was 
repeated by request the 14th of February. We 
were present on that occasion. The pieces 
(and many were original) were excellent, and 
the speaking was clear, distinct, and forcible, 
making an indelible impression on the minds of 
all present ; and the singing, seemed sweetest, 
takii^ it all fn a]f, that I have ever hetfrd'on 
such an occasion. Br. Bayden had charge of 
the siiiging, and we had good evidence that he 
had been faithful to hfs charge. The infant 
class, composed of children of from three to 
six years of age, numbers about sixty under 
the charge of one teacher — a female — and she 
most admirably calculated for such a post. Her 
time is all occupied in teaching. Br. It, W. 
Ballon is the superintendent, and it is pleasant 
to see* with what ease he governs the school. 
He makes no noise — no bluster—but he gov- 
erns himself^ and the children imitate his ex- 
ample. If he wishes perfect silence in the 
school, he does not cry odt at the top of his 
voice, but with a voice suited to the object he 
has in view, he makes his wishes known, and 
all is at once attention. Let superintendents 
and- teachers learn self-government, if they 
would govern their pupils. 

The teachers presented Br. Ballou with a 
Gold Pen and Pencil, as an expression of their 
gratitude for his devotion to the school. We 
designed to have borrowed it to write this no- 
tice with, but we werO obliged to leave the 
place before we had time to write. This cir- 
cumstance will account for any imperfections 
that may occur in this notice, as we from ne- 
cessity write this with that same old ** wooden 
pencU.^' J. M. U; • 



Nashua, N. H. 

We visited this place, and preached for Br. 
Ryder, the third Sabbath in February. The 
day was cold, and therefore w^ did not expect 
a large meeting. But we were happily disap- 
pointed to find the house nearly full. A large 
house. We spoke upon the duties of parents 
to the Sunday School. We endeavored to 
show that our religion is calculated, above all 
othei-s, to direct the young in the way of holi- 
ness. 

The Sunday School here is doing well under 
the labors of J3r. Ryder. Br. R. is deeply in- 
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terested in Sanday Schools, and possesses a 
happy faculty to interest children. The Sanday 
School will soon give a Concert; the funds 
raised by the same will be appropriated to the 
re-plenishing of the library. We wish this 
school abundant success. 

jp. S. — We would state that an unknown 
friend sent me a dollar as a present for my la- 
.bors in this enterprise. The friend will receive 
my sincere thanks for this token of approba- 
tion. I presume it was designed to help get 
that Gold Pencil. It shall h6 saved for the 
purpose. J. M. Q. 



Chelsea. 

Not long since I had the pleasure of speak- 
ing to the friends in Chelsea, upon the Sabbath 
School interests for the first time ; and we had, 
as we expected, a pleasant meeting. The 
friends seemed much interested for the good of 
the children. The audience was larger than 
we expected to see, and very attentive to the 
word spoken. We attended the Sabbath School 
session at noon, and was much pleased to see 
the school so prosperous. The children were 
orderly and attentive to the exercises. The 
teachers manifested deep interest in behalf of 
their pupils, and this feeling seemed to be mu- 
tual between teacher and scholars. Br. Lane,- 
the superintendent, has long been in the field. 
Eight years ago we met him at the head of a 
Sunday School. Long may he continue in 
these labofs. Br. Francis, we all know, loves 
the Sunday School cause ; and what is more, 
he knows how to labor in it for, the interest of 
children. May this school and its friends be 
blessed of God, the Father. J. M. U. 



Jersey City Snnday School. 

Br. Adams : Having a convenient opportu- 
nity, I send you a few lines in relation to our 
Sabbath School Exhibition, which took place 
last Wednesday night, February 11th. * 

The school is not yet one year old, and was 
organized only three months after religious 
meetings were commenced. It was but an ex- 
periment; but it has proved a successful one. 
Our society has been improved and increased 
by the establishment of this infent nursery of 
truth and goodness. 

Our school numbers now about thirty-seven 
scholars, having commenced with about fifteen, 
some nine months. By perseverance, we have 
accomplished much in the good cause, and may 
others be lead to go and do likewise. One 
word more in relation to our exhibition. The 
idea of having it was conceived by one or two 
of us, although it was thought that we hoped 



against hope ; with a school of only Bome thirt^r 
odd children, and these never having, with one 
or two exceptions, spoken upon the stage. 

Our usual place of worship being deemed too 
small, we procured at some expense the largest 
and most commodious one in the place, holding 
by dint of * packing them,' about five hundred 
people. Sufilce it then, to say, that the hall 
was densely crowded, and the whole receipts 
will not vary much from iixty dollars — more 
than many of our larger city schools receive, 
with all the accommodations of a church. Much 
good, we trust, has been done. 

Ever Yours, in the Truth, 

D. H. PLUMB. 

Jersey City, Fd). 14th, 1846. 



GoYemmeiit of the ThonghU* 

You esteem it a dreadful thing to be obliged 
to live with persons who are passionate and 
quarrelsome. You undoubtedly judge right; 
it is like living in a house that is on fire. Dis- 
miss, therefore, as soon as may be, all angry 
and wrathful thoughts. They cankei the mind, 
and dispose it to the worst temper in the world, 
that of fixed malice and revenge. Never recall 
the ideas or ruminate upon past injuries and 
provocations. This is the amusement of many 
m their solitary hours ; but they might as well 
play with cannon balls or thunder-bolts. They 
may work themselves up to distraction — ^to 
hate every thing and every body ; and to have 
the temper and disposition of the Destroyer 
himself. Anger may steal intotfhe heart of 
the wise man, but rests only in the bosoms of 
fools. Make the roost candid allowances for 
the ofiTender ; consider his natural temper ; turn 
your anger to pity ; regard him as ill of a very 
bad distemper. 

Where is God ? 

The superintendent of a Sunday School, 
discoursing with the children, asked, among 
other things, ** Where is God?'' One of the 
elder boys aiiswered, ** In heaven." The 
teacher not ap^aring satisfied with this reply, 
repeated the mquiry, when a lad, younger 
than the other, answered, ** Every where." 
Requiring still further explanation, the ques- 
tion was again put, ** Where is Godt" when 
a third boy called out, ** God is here." The 
views of the superintendent were now met ; 
and he endeavored to impress upon the minds 
of the children the important truth, that '* God 
is every where ; Grod is in heaveh ; God is 
here." 

O may this thought possess my breast. 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ; 
Nor let my weaker passions date 
^ Consent to sin — for God is tb^-e*. 
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Dancing. 

We have been somewhat interested in read- 
ing remarks on the subject of dancing in a re- 
cent number of the " Watchman and Reposi- 
tory," of Moutpelier, Yt. Different views are 
taken of the amusement, by the editor and by a 
correspondent of that paper. We think this 
topic a very proper ,one for a religious publica- 
tion ; and have intended more than once to ex- 
press our opinion on it. 

We are not opposed to the exercise and 
amusement of dancing, especially for the 
young. J We are in favor of it, as we are of 
any healthful gymnastic exercise. We believe 
it can bQ innocently^enjoyed, and consequratly 
properly encouraged by those who have the 
government and rearing of the young. 

But with the manner in which dancing is 
usually carried on, both with the young and 
old, we are not pleased,^ nor do we feel inclined 
to speak very pleasantly in reference to it. We 
believe there is too much time, too much mo- 
ney expended, too much downright dissipation 
in most of oyx' dancing schools^ balls and as- 
semblies. f%vt, in our dancing-schools for 
the young, wnich ought to be on the simplest 
scale, there is altogether too much attention 
given to dress — ^too much fostering of the vanity 
of our youth — too much pride taken in the 
dress and appearance of the dancing son or 
daughter by the interested father, or the more 
interested mother ; too much latitude allowed 
the children in the neglect of other studies of 
greater importance — studies actcially crowded 
out of the min^ by the excitement of expecta- 
tion or reality, as this excitement is awakened 
by the dancing-school. We have known not a 
few winters' studies of the useful sciences ac- 
tually rendered ** null arid void" by the counter 
influence of the dancing-school on the minds 
of. the young. Sabbath School instruction has 
alsp been retarded by this same evil. This is 
one reason why we thus speak of it. 

Then, our balls and assemblies are not what 
they should be. Undue and protracted excite- 
ment through long nights of dancing — im- 
proper dress and exposure — hearty meals out 



of all right time^— drinking intoxicating liquon, 
and giving countenance rather to dissipa^on 
than to sobriety and order ; these are among 
the wrongs and abominations of our great ball 
occasions, in general and partioolar. We d» 
not sanction them — we cannot, as they are now- 
carried on. We go for a reform in them. Wd 
say with the Editor of the Watchman, whdte 
words we here quote : " With my present 
convictions, I shall war against balls as they dr* 
conducted, and go for reform — for keeping good 
hours — for abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks' as a beverage — for temperance and mo- 
deration in all amusements, which when jnro* 
perly conducted, and being kept within doe 
bounds, are promotive ef health, friendi^sp, 
and enjoyment, and are not opposed to the in- 
tellectual, moral, religious and social improve- 
ment of those who thus temperately practice 
them. I believe dieerfulness, and social joy, 
and even decent hilarity, at proper seasons, ^e 
not inconsistent with the enjoyment of the re- 
ligion of Christ." 



Sabbath School Exhibitions.* 

Our readers will- perceive that we have itt 
the present number of our paper, an unusual 
share of accounts 'of Sabbath School Exhibi- 
tions. It is now a very fruitful season of such 
exercises and entertainments in our Sabbath 
Schools. We have shortened, considerably, 
some of the accounts sent us, and shall be ob- 
liged, by and by^ to make these notices of Ex- 
hibitions briefer still. We should be glad to 
speak of every gqod exhibition as it deserves 
to be spoken of in our Gospel Teacher. Bat 
this is impracticable. Our paper is not large 
enough. Then, the number of these pleasing 
exhibitions increases every month and every 
year. And then, also, we wish to furnish as 
great a variety in each number of our paper as 
we possibly can. f 

We do most heartily rejoice in these cheeT** 
ing indications of an increasing devotion in ooi 
denomination to the great interest of the Sjab- 
bath School. May our faith and works still 
continue to increase. 



The advantage cf living does not consist 
in length of days, but in the right improvement 
of them. 
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teMatli Sebool ExkiWioa at Bamfor. 

The Universalist Sat>bath Schod in Bangor 
has been doing " ^at things" in the way of 
exhibitions. We aho^d think, by the ps^>«f8, 
tiui they were known to almost every body/ 
^down east." One of the secular papers 6{ 
Bangor, says of one of the exhibitions : * * Rarely 
Wiw we witnessed any thing of the kind that 
excelled it." Br. Drew, of the " Gosgel Ban- 
ner," says the school is one of the best in Maine 
— ^in New England — ^in the United States — in 
th» world." 

Br. Nye has sent us the following letter in 
reference to the Exhibition, which our readers 
will be happy to see : 

Bangor, Feb. 17, 1846. 

Br. Adams : I have already informed you, in 
a private note, that the first Exhibition of pur 
Sabbath School took place upon New Year's 
evening. Of course it was an experiment with 
US ; but one which succeeded well, and to the 
entire satisfaction of our fiiends. More than 
thirty articles — dialogues and single pieces — 
were spoken, interspersed with singing from the 
scholars and the choir of our church. " Flora 
AND THE Seasons," which you have seen per- 
formed, and for which, with other like favors, 
we are greatly indebted to our worthy and work- 
ing brother A. C. T., was admirably sung, and 
elicited great applause. The church was filled 
at an early hour, and the audience gave repeated 
proofs of their approval «nd delight. It was the 
first exhibition of the kind ever witnessed in our 
" Queen of the East ;" and so well was it re- 
ceived, that a repetition was called for, not only 
by our own friends, but through the papers of 
the city. It accordingly took place on the even- 
ing of the 4th instant. Several articles were 
omitted, and a few new pieces and songs were 
added, which imparted additional interest. With 
one or two exceptions, the recitations of the last 
evening were truly excellent. I think I have 
never heard better in Massachusetts. The church 
was densely crowded — pews, aisles, and gallery. 
Including scholars and teachers, eight hundred 
persons were present. We feel confident we 
did not lose by our repetition. 

The sale of tickets for both evenings, amount- 
ed to $ 125 ; this will discharge all *' old ac- 
counts," and give us a large addition to our 
library. 

I am happy to say to the readers of the 
Teacher, that our Sabbath School in Bangor is 
in a healthy and prosperous state ; our average 
attendance during the winter has been large. 
Teachers and pupils, and parents, to a conside- 
rable extent, (we are happy to write it,) are 
deeply interested in this-branch of our Jerusar 



lem. Let us all remember ^e Savic^'s ^ec- 
Mm--''' feed m^ lambs.'' . H. R. K 

The above is an account of an Exhibition in 
one of our most Eastern societies. Shall we 
now hear a word from the Far West. If Bangor 
has spoken, now let Cincinnati speak, and see 
what a creditable word she can say for herself. 
We warrant there was no sham in that exhibi- 
tion. Br. Thomas, with more of age and ex- 
perience, is just what Br. Nye is in devotion to 
di^ Sabbath School, and has all ability to make it 
truly interesting and successful. O that the 
number of such pastors liiight be greatly in- 
ereased ! But, the exhibition in Cincinnati. We 
copy from the " Star in the West." 

Sonday School Exhibition. 

vThe best exhibition of the kind we ever at- 
tended, took place at the Universalist Church a 
week ago last Wednesday evening. There are 
many ij^viduals here from the East — persons 
who once resided there — ^but they all testify, so 
far as we have heard, that it exceeded in inter- 
est any and all Sunday School exhibitions that 
they ever witnessed. It was held two eviBnings, 
and the receipts for admission amounted to over 
two hundred and ninety dollars. On one even- 
ing there must have been in the house more than 
fourteen hundred people. It is difficult to select 
from the very good pieces spoken,. those of extra 
merit, (all were excellent,) — ^yet we must say, 
that those entitled Altars of Nature, Flora 
and the Seasons, The Rainbow, Distinc- 
tions IN Society, Country Cousin, Porko- 
poLis, and Cold Water Army, called forth 
universal murmurs of applause. All the pieces 
were written by Br. Thomas for the occasion, 
except one ; and to his persevering and weU di- 
rected eflforts must be attributed mainly the suc- 
cess of the exhibition. While the cold water 
army were peiforming their part, a sparkling 
stream of water ascended from the stage, to the 
surprise and amusement of the audience. The 
exhibition passed ofiT to the delight of all look- 
ers on, and to the satisfaction of ill parties con- 
nected with it. 



Levee at East Cambridge, 

The society had a delightful time at the Ves* 
try of the Universalist Church in East Cam- 
bridge, a short time since — all in behalf of the 
Sabbath Schoc^. We were about writing an 
account of it, when the foDowiug, from the 
" Christian Freeman," was put into our hands 
by Br. Usher. 

" On Tuesday evening of last week, there 
was a Society Gathering in East Cambridge, 
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for the benefit of the Universalist Sunday School 
m that place. The ^bles were furnished with 
a rich s^undance, tastefully arranged ; the Ves- 
try was crowded, all standing. One-half of them 
could not have been seated m the room if seats 
had been allowed them. 

After prayer by Br. Usher, an opera was per- 
formed by twelve girls, which surpassed every 
thing we ever witnessed in the line of singing. 
It was composed by Br. A. C. Thomas. Three 
young ladies first came upon the stand, and 
sung their parts successively, in the characters 
of Pomona, Ceres, and Sylvia. Then came up, 
from dififerent directions, nine misses, of differ- 
ent ages, some as young, we should think, as 
ten years — ^three Gfleaners, three Fruiters, and 
three Nutters, all dressed in white, with straw 
gipsy hats and bonnets, with baskets upon their 
arms filled with the gatherings of their dififerent 
labors. Each class would sing a beautiful piece 
descriptive of the pleasures of their calling,, and 
the beauties and glories of nature which they 
admired. Then all would fill in with a chorus. 
The metres and tunes were often changed, yet 
the singiiig was all performed with admirable 
correctness, harmony and efiect. The little fai- 
ries and sylphs — how could they have acquired, 
with their opportunities, the power to achieve so 
wonderful a performance ? 

After this piece of magic, there vras speak- 
.ing by Brs. Streeter, C. F. Eaton, Usher, and 
ourself, interspersed with singing by the Mystic 
Band, and Col. Leighton. At the conclusion 
there was plenty of talking and eating. It was 
a pleasant meeting. ' ' 



Conduct Doring Prayers, 

It is a ii^tter of deep regret that so many 
children know not how to conduct themselves 
through a prayer; whether at Church, at Sun- 
day School, in the conunon school, at a funeral, 
a marriage, or on any other occasion. We 
would not censure the children alone. There 
is quite too VMe praying done in the family cir- 
cle. Too little is said at home on the subject 
of prayer. Hundreds of children never receive 
words of instruction at home in relation to their 
conduct during a prayer. Ask them the mean- 
ing, the object, the benefit of prayer, and they 
will blush while they answer, " I don't know." 
They appear conscious that they ought taknow. 
We ask you, mothers, should they not know ? 

Years ago we attended a common school 
which was uniformly opened by prayer. Those 
scholars, whose devotional feelings were called 
Dto exercise by the daily prayers of that teacher. 



could have been soon numbered. There was 
very little solemnity among the scholars. Very 
few realised the benefit of prayer — ^very few un- 
derstood the object of the teacher. Some even 
beheved it to be a display of the teacher's piety. 
Their parents seldom prayed with them, and 
perhaps never conversed with them on the sub- 
ject of prayer, and how could they comprdiend 
except they were taught! 

We once saw a Miss, about eleven years old, 
gaze impudently at the entire dress of a teacher 
in Sunday School, who stood near her during 
the prayer of the superintendent. She was fit)m 
a wealthy family, but her devotional feeHngs 
were uncultivated. 

,Two boys, eleven and thirteen years of age, 
rose when the superintendent said, " I^et us 
pray." But they whispered, and spat, and 
hunched, and scraped on the floor with their 
boots all the time he prayed. They did not pray. 
They probably did not intend to do so, when 
they stood up ; very likely they did not think 
the superihtendent spoke to tliem, when he said 
" Let us pray." They both had mothers who 
would desire to be called Christians. 

A young lady arose, when Mr. said, 

" Shall we unite in prayer," as if she was really 
going to join him. She gazed idly and curi- 
ously round at the dress of the teachers and 
scholars, probably not realising that she stood in 
the presence of God in the attitude of prayer, 
any more than she would have done in a milli- 
ner's shop examining dresses. 

Whi4>ering, and communication by signs and 
gestures are not uncommon among children of 
both sexes, as they stand during a j)rayer. Pro- 
bably eight out of ten scholars in Sabbath 
Schools do not pray, as they comply with the 
established custom of standing while the super- 
intendent or minister prays. They do not think 
their prayers avail any thing at the throne of the 
Father. They do not realise that prayerful 
feelings are necessary and important to them as 
a part of the religious improvement they are 
expected to make during the session of the 
school. We wish it were not so. We pray it 
may not be so long. 

Teachers, are you faithful in your duty to 
your scholars concerning prayer? Mothers and 
fathers, need we urge your attention to the sid>- 
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ject? Let your injunctions be renewed each 
Sabbath, as your children leave you for the 
Sabbath School, in relation to a proper behavior 
during prayer. Let them witness that you feel 
Its importance, and would have them really pre- 
sent a petition when they are desired to unite 
with the school in prayer. M. H. A. 



Reading Seminarr* 

We really hope that this seminary is destined 
to a far better prosperity than has attended it in 
the past. The trustees have deemed it advisa- 
ble for Br. W. B. Wait, the principal, to visit 
the several societies of the State, for the pur- 
pose of lecturing on the subject of Education, 
and of raising funds with which to purchase an 
apparatus and materials suitable for his seminary. 

Br. Wait has already commenced his labors, 
and has received some very encouraging evi- 
dences of approval from the friends of our de- 
nomination. We wish him a cordial welcome 
wherever he may go. Why may not the Uni- 
versalists have in the vicinity of Boston one of 
the most efl5cient, well endowed, and even po- 
pular literary institutions in Massachusetts? Is 
there any reason why they should not? Is there 
any reason why they should not immediately ? 
We have more to say on this subject, but shall 
deffer our remarks till the pulse of our denomi- 
nation has been tried a little longer by Br. 
Wait. Parents, will you make this subject one 
of strong and earnest thought? Friends of our 
cause in Massachusetts, what shall we do in our 
State for our denominational literary institution ? 
Money, or scholars— either, or both— -can you 
not give them? Children, would you not be 
highly pleased to attend one of the pleasantest 
schools in New England? 



Timely Reproof 

Rev. Mr. Hunt, in one of his lectures in the 
Town Hall, says the Springfield Post, adminis- 
tered a fitting reproof to certain over grown 
boj^s who ought to know enough to keep out of 
a public lecture room, or to keep quiet in it. 
** Boys," said he, " I am sorry to see you run- 
ning out, for you were in a fair way to learn 
soiAething. If I would tell stories and keep you 
grinning Uke monkeys, you would sit here till 
day break." 



Great Temperance Convention. 

The British National Temperance Society 
have invited the American Temperance Union to 
co-operate in holding a " World's Temperance 
Convention" in London, in June next, to devise 
the best method to extend the reformation 
throughout the world. So we read in the pa- 
pers. We wish such a Convention might be the 
means of -doing something more effectual than 
has yet been done to check intemperance in 
London and vicinity; for there is one of the 
places of abomination oti our earth. The " Gin 
Palaces" of London are a disgrace to Christen- 
dom. So are our fashionable drinking resorts 
in Boston and vicinity. One of our representa- 
tives, Mr. Wilson of Natick, stated in the Mas- 
sachusetts legislature, a few days since, that on 
one Sunday recently, over two hundred sleighs 
were at the Cattle Fair Hotel in Brighton ; and 
that six persons were dealing out liquor from its 
bar on tiiat day! A world's Temperance Con- 
vention ought to be held there. 



Thayer'9 Gymnasium. 

One of the best institutions in the city is Dr. 
Thayer's Gymnasium (formerly Mr. Murdock's) 
at Boylston Hall. There are many who need 
the benefits of it, but yet who know not that 
such an institution exists. The nervous, the 
dyspeptic, the person of sedentary habits — those 
who have no means by which to bring their 
muscular powers into habitual action, ought, if 
they can, to go there ; gentlemen and ladies — 
parents and children^ We know that those who 
do avail themselves of this gymnasium, appre- 
ciate its advantages. It has saved some valuable 
lives ; and will be the means of saving many 
more ; so we hope. With all respect to the me- 
dical ability of its worthy proprietor. Dr. Thayer, 
we believe he is doing more good at the head 
of this ** benevolent institution," than he could 
be doing with the lancet and ihe pill. Success 
to him. Go to Boylston Hall, parents and chil- 
dren, teachers and scholars, ministers and people. 
Do not forget the body in this age of the ad- 
vancement of mind. 



The less notice we take of the unkindness 
and injuries done to us, the more we consult the 
quiet of our minds. 
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The I«1ttle Shroud* 

[from the GERMAN.] 

There was once a mother that had a little 
child of seven years, who w^s so beautiful and 
loTely, that no one could look up pn him with- 
oi}t being kind to him -, and sh^ loved him better 
than all thp world beside. But it cahie to pass 
that he suddenly became sick, and the dear God 
took him to himself; thereupon the mother 
could not console herself, but ^ept day an^ 
night. 

Soon after he was buried, the child appeared 
in the night, in the place where he had beep 
. accustomed during his life time to sit and play : 
the mother wiept, and he wept also ; but when 
the rooming came he vani§hed. The mother 
ceased not to weep ; and pne night the child 
came again, with his wet shroud, in which bp 
was laid in the pofl^, and a garland upon his 
head, sat himself at tlf^ foot of her bed, and 
•aid, <* dear mother, cease tP weep. I canupt 
rest in my coffin, for my shroud will not dry 
from thy tears, which fall thereon." Then 
was the mother filled with fear, but she heard 
and wept no more. The next nigh| came the 
phild again, holding in his hand a light, and 
saidj " see, mother, now is my shroud dry, and 
I have rest in my grave." 

Then the mother committed her sorrows unto 
the dear God, and suffered calm and patiently, 
and the child came not^ again, but slept peace- 
fully in his little bed. Elizabeth. 



TJTpw Class Booh* 

We have received from the publisher, Mr. 
C. L. Stickney, 140 Fulton street, New York, 
'' A Class Bopk fpr Sunday Schppls," designed 
as ab^pkpf recprdsfpr the Teacher, with gene- 
ral directions hjf the proper management of 
Sunday Schools. The author is Rev. W. S. 
Balch. It is a very neatly printed book ; and 
we like the plan of it ; ^hpugh spme of our Sab- 
bath School teachers seem to like the plan of 
Br. Usher's somewhat better. This may be a 
inatter of opinion. Let the superintendents and 
teachers be their own judges. They are both 
good Class Books, that is certain. 



Demosthenes being asked by what means he 
had made such progress in eloquence, replied, 
" By consuming more oil than wine." 



Death of W. B. Marsh* 

We know nPt when wp have been more sadly 
surpri9pd than on reading of the recent death of 
William B. Marsh, of Brooklyn, N. Y., Uie 
talented Editor of the " Brooklyn Eagle," pub- 
Ushed.in that city. He died on February 26, ia 
the prime of early manhood, aged 33. 

In earlier life we knew him well. We re- 
member him in his boyhood, whfin anxious par 
rents were watching h^s progress in learning, 
and hoping that their youngest and pearly loved 
school boy might become the useful and honored 
man. Their hopes were reali^. Leaving 
his native village (Exeter, N. H.) at the age 
of fourteen, he entered upen the toil of life lor 
himself, and grew up a talented, faithful, ppble 
man. Since we saw him in Exeter these many 
years ago, our eyes have net beheld him ; yet 
wo have heard and spekpn pf each pther, and 
havp premispd and hpped to meet, and perhaps 
rehearse in order the dianges time had wrought 
wit)i us since we first began to know something 
of the revelations, tiie vicissitudes and experi- 
ences pf ]ife. But new c<Hnes thus ^^k]^y 
the annpuncement of his death ! We shaU ape 
his &ce UP more. How the sands oS life run 
out ! hpw fast its fires b«um ! bpw soon fwm 
thp shout? pf boyhppd the sound ohansea to the 
splemn wcords of the minis|er«of religipn over 
the coffin, and the sobs of friends at the himal 
of the dead ! 

Bvit in this instanpe^ we will not scntpw witbr 
put pw prpfitable lesson. While we mourn 
the d^arture of pur early friend, we Wes» and 
will ehpnsh his memory. He was a iaithfol 
son — a good man— a Inved iather and eompon* 
ien — an hpnored citizen — a valued fiiend. H^ 
was self-taught. His character was a patters 
for the young. Let them regard and' imitate it. 



A Well Prawn Con^asion, 

Abulleda, the Arabian philesopher of the de- 
sert, being asked how he came to know there 
was a Godl ' In the same way,' said he, ' as I 
know by the prints that are made in the sand, 
whether a man or a beast has passed before i^e^ 
Do not,* he added, ' the heavens by the splendpr 
of the stars ; the world, by the immensity of its 
extent ; and the sea by the infinity of the waves 
that it rolls, sufiSciently make known the powes 
and the greatness pf their author V 
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The Harvest and the ILaboren. 

The vast importance of the proper religious 
education of'the young is acknowledged hy all ; 
and the utility of the Sabbath School is also at 
the present day almost uniyersally conceded. 
Nearly all Christians are agreed that it is an 
institution which should be maintained in the 
Church : that it should be furnished with in- 
structers of the proper quality, and in sufficient 
numbers, and receive an ample support. AH 
Bj^press a desire to see it prosper : rejoice if its 
affairs appear to be in a flourishing condition, 
and if it seem to languish — complain. And 
yet, in all branches of the Church, there is a 
scarcity of those who wiU take upon themselves 
active service in this field. " The harvest truly 
is plenteous :" there is a great amount of la- 
bor to be done ; '* but the laborers are few." 
Why is this? and how shall the evil be reme- 
died ? 

A great reason of the lack of teachers may 
be found in the general disposition of mankind 
to think and say rather than do. The language 
too often is, "Be ye warmed and filled I" 
while the actions exhibit no corresponding sen- 
timent. We are frequently reminded in medi- 
tating upon this subject, of the Frenchman 
who, indignant at the sympathetic speeches of 
those who surrounded a case of suffering and 
destitution, cried out ** How much you sorry? 
I sorry one dollar P^ And we cannot help wish- 
ing that Frenchmen of this sort were more nu- 
merous in our societies. The question should 
bd'-^how mueh interest do you take ia our Sab- 
bath Schools ! Is it merely a Uniting interest? 
That is not worth much : let us have more of 
the working spirit. 

Our congregations ought to be awakened 
upon this subject ; in reference to which our 
clergymen also need a few lessons. Many of 
these are exceedingly eloquent at Associations 
or Conventions : talk earnestly of the value of 
the Sabbath School, and our duties in relation 
to them. For so much may we be duly thank- 
ful I but gratitude would still be due, if some 
of them would remember their addresses whan 



they get home, and show their '* faith by their 
works." To " preach" about Sabbath Schools 
once or twice a year does not seem to be en- 
ough : there should be given " line upon line," 
** precept upon precept," publicly, and pri- 
vately, until those who are competent shall be 
induced to swell the ranks of our teachers. A 
Uving faith should be induced : one which will 
as surely set its recipient at work in the Gospel 
field, as steam will propel the machinery into 
which it is introduced. 

I verily believe that upon our clergy depends 
in a great measure the supply of teachers for 
our Sunday Schools. This is their portion of 
duty in this part of the field. Their influence 
will do much — very much. Personal applica* 
tion by them to such as they may deem suitable 
persons for the office will in many instances ' 
be successful, where others might appeal in 
vain. This of course is always 1o be done in 
connection with the Sunday School ofiicers; 
but how seldom is it now the case that th0 
minister takes this personal interest in the good 
cause of juvenile religious improvement ! Bible 
classes, which should always be under the di- 
rection of the clergyman, will tend materially 
to overcome an important objection of many 
sincere minds — namely, the want of proper 
knowledge of those things with which an ac- 
quaintance is necessary for the purpose of ex- 
plaining and illustrating the usual Sunday lea* 
sons. 

These thoughts are hastily thrown together. 
Let them have the consideration they deserve. 
The subject may be resumed, in the future. 



Tbr Wqther* 



Art thou a child ! Behold thy mother ! Love 
her. If need, take her to thee, and provide 
for her. Her watchful care protected you in 
the helpless period of infancy, when she nou- 
rished you, taught your lips to move, and your 
tongue to lisp its uniform accents. In child- 
hood she has mourned over your little griefs ; 
has rejoiced in your innocent delights ; has ad- 
ministered to you the healing balm in sickness, 
and has instilled into your mind the love of 
truth, of virtue, and of wisdom. Oh ! cherish 
every sentiment of respect for such a mother ! 
She merits your warmest gratitude, esteem 
and veneration.— Fercival, 
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EzhibitioBs* 

I. 
The Exhibition of the Elizabeth Street (Nl 
York) Sunday School, on the 25th of February, 
was attended by a very numerous audience, and 
is generally recognised as the best of the pre- 
sent season. This opinion has been created 
. principally by the admirable manner in which 
Br. Thomas's ** Sunday School Opera." The 
Altars of Nature, was executed. I itiust say, 
that I think this by far the most attractive 
piece*, of any considerable length, to which I 
have ever listened ; and the style in which it 
was performed on the above occasion would do 
honor to a well-practised adult choir. There 
were other good pieces excellently spoken and 
sung, but «' The Attars'' was the gem of the 
evening. It is gratifying to know that the 
•school will realize about $ 65, nett, by the ex- 
hibition. 

n. 

The Fourth Street (New York) Sunday 
School was to repeat its Exhibition on the 9th 
inst,, as a compliment to the Superintendent, 
Br. G. R. Grary, a veteran in the good cause, 
and one of our most successful and beloved 
Sunday School officers. I trust that the com- 
pliment will have been a substantial one ; the 
beneficiary is every way worthy of such a tes- 
timonial. 



A Mother's Love. 

" Love is strong as death ; many waters can- 
not quench it." " Love is of God ; and every 
one that loveth is born of God and knoweth 
God." " Gqd is love." Love of which the 
word of God so highly speaks, must be a holy 
and a happy feeling. 

Yet the love of which we should think the 
most, is the lonfe of Gbo towards us. To set 
i^rth the greatness of this love, it has pleased 
God in His holy word to use many simple yet 
jnost lovely images. 

One of the sweetest of these is, that of a 
mother's love to her helpless infant. Hear him 
say, " Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion upon the 
son of her womb? yea, they may forget^ yet 
will I not forget thee." Isa. xiix. 15. His 
love, then, is more than that ofxa mother. It 
is the Searcher of hearts who says so, and His 
words must be true. 

You shall now hear a short story, telling 
you much of a mother's love ; and when you 



have read it, recollect that there is still a greater 
love, and that God feels this love for all. 

In Scotland, about the year 1822, a large 
golden eagle snatched up the infant boy of a 
poor country woman who had laid her baby 
upon a sunny bank, whilst she was busy at her 
daily work. The eagle, (a bird whose wings 
when spread from tip to tip were abcmt nine 
feet,) bore the infant with her through the air, 
to the very high rock where her nest was. 
The alarm was spread through the village, and 
the people hastened to the foot of the steep and 
fearful rock, in hope of saving the child, which 
they could see at the top with the eagle flutter- 
ing over it. One tried to mount the rock, rose 
about twenty feet, slipped and fell down, wea^ 
ried with the toil. Another had no better suc- 
cess. A sailor got up the rock to a very great 
height, but it was so steep that h6 too came 
down in despair ; and every one thought that 
the infant was lost. At last, to the surprise of 
every body, a woman was seen to step upon 
the rock with wonderful firmness ; she mounted 
one crag — then a second — and the people were 
hushed into deep silence as they saw her climb 
from rock to rock, until she really reached the 
nest, clasped the infant to her bosom, kissed it, 
bound it to her by its clothes, and began to 
come down. Every one who saw her trem- 
bled like an aspen leaf as she moved down- 
ward ; but, at length, amid their loud and joy- 
ful shouts, she reached the green valley with 
the child unhurt ! How did this woman suc- 
ceed, when so many had failed? That woman 
was the mother; there was the secret. 



Kindness. 

This will idways do good. It makes othen 
happy — and that is doing good. It makes 
others gentle and benignant — and that is doing 
good. 

Let it be remembered, also, that it is by the 
temper and the spirit that we manifest, that 
the world forms its opinion of the nature of 
religion. 

It is not by great deeds in trying circum- 
stances that men will judge ef the nature of 
the Gospel. The world at large cares little 
how Ignatius and Polycarp felt, or how they 
died, rerhaps the mass around you never heard 
their names. They are little impressed by the 
virtues which Latimer, and Ridley, and Cran- 
mer evinced at the stake, but that unbelieving 
husband cares much for the gentle spirit of the 
wife — for all his happiness depends on it ; that 
brother is much interested in the conversation 
and spirit of his sister — for he daily observes 
her temper, and is forming his views of religion 
from what he sees in her ; that child is con^ 
stantly marking the temper of father and mo- 
ther, and is forming his views of religioui^not 
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so much from what he hears in the pulpit, or 
in the Sabbath School, as from the temper 
which you evince from day to day. In these 
fields — humble though they may seem, and 
little as they appear to furnish a theatre for the 
display of eminent virtues — your usefulness 
lies. There, with the * gentleness' that was in 
Christ, you cannot but be useful, and exhibit- 
ing such a spirit you will not have lived in vain. 



Pride in Dress, 



A FABLE. 

A little boy and girl were once seated on a 
flowery bank, and talking proudly about their 
dress. ** See/' said the boy, ** what a beauti- 
ful new hat I have got ; what a fine blue jacket 
and trousers ; and what a nice pair of shoes : 
it is not every one who is dressed so finely as 
I am !" 

" Indeed, sir," said the little girl, * I think 
I am dressed finer than you, for I hare on a 
silk hat and pelisse, and a fine feather in my 
hat ; I know that my dress cost a deal of mo- 
ney." 

*' Not so much as mine," said the boy, ** I 
know." 

** Hold your peace," said a caterpillar, 
crawling near in the hedge ; " you have neither 
of you any reason to be so proud of your 
clothes, for they are only 'second-hand, and 
have all been worn by some creature or other, 
of which you think but meanly, before they 
were put upon you. Why, that silk hat first 
wrapped up such a worm as I am." 

" There, miss, what do you say to that?" 
said the boy. 

** And the feather," exclaimed a bird perched 
tipon a tree, *' was stolen from, or cast oflT by 
one of my race." 

** What do you say to that, miss?" repeated 
the boy. " Well, my clothes were neither 
worn by birds nor worms." 

" True," said a sheep, grazing close by, 
** but they were worn on the back of some of 
my family before they were yours ; and, as for 
your hat, I know that the beavers have sup- 
plied the fur for that article : and my firiends, 
the calves and oxen, in that field, were killed 
not merely to get their flesh to eat, but also to 
get their skins to make your shoes." 

See the folly of being proud of our clothes, 
since we are indebted to the meanest creatures 
for them ! and even then we could not use 
them, if God did not .give us the wisdom to 
contrive the best way of making them fit to 
wear, and the means of procuring them for 
our comfort. — Cobbin. 



Every beautiful, and pure, and good thought 
which the heart holds, is an angel of m^rcy pu^ 
lifting and guarding tlie soiQ. 



Good will overcome Evil. 

We find the following relation of facts in a 
late number of the ' Star in the West.' It 
was repeated in a public meeting by a Univer- 
salist clergyman who was knowing to the truth 
of it. We hope all our readers, will profit by 
the moral. 

In the eastern part of New York State there 

were two neighbors, E , and M , who 

had lived on the most friendly terms, till frona 
slight cause E. imagined himself injured by 
M., and thereupon commenced slandering his 
neighbor and family— treating them with bit- 
terness and hatred, and doing all manner of evil, 
against them. Neighbor M. and his family 
were so much grieved to think they should be 
thus persecuted by those whom they had al- 
ways considered friends, that they concluded 
to leave the neighborhood. M. sold his farm 
and moved into the western part of the State, 
and there took charge of a public house. 

A few years after this, Mr. E. and his daugh- 
ter had occasion to travel into Western New 
York. They were travelling in the stage-coach. 
There had been a violent snow storm through 
the day, and towards evening* the driver stop- 
ped in front of a hotel, and said that he could 
not go any farther that night on account of the 
deep drifts and the storm — that they must stop 
where they were, at that tavern, till morning. 
Mr. E. looked out of the coach,- and saw the 
name of M. on the sign, and said, * No ! I will 
not stop here — I will stay in the coach all night, 
before I will enter that house, for M, is my 
mortal enemy.' — * Not so,' says the driver, 
* Mr. M. is an enemy to no man.' * Yes, he is 
my mortal enemy,' says E., * and if I should 
go into his house he would turn me out — he 
would not keep me.' , 

The driver went into the house, and told 
Mr. M. who was in the coach, and that E. re- 
fused to stop at his house, aflirming that he 
was his enemy. * Tell him to come in with 
his daughter immediately,' says M. * he is wel- 
come to stay with me — I shall be glad to en- 
tertain them.' When the driver told E. of this, 
he said, * I will not believe it unless I hear it 
from his own lips.' Just at that moment Mr. 
M., who had followed the driver out, stepped 
up to the coach and told Mr. E. and his daugh- 
ter that th^y should be perfectly welcome to 
the hospitalities of his house, -and urged them 
to stop with him. Mr. E. hesitated for a mo- 
ment, then sprung from the coach — threw hi» 
arms around his old neighbor, and with tears 
rolling down his cheek, he exclaimed — *I 
thought you my enemy, but I was mistaken— 
you are the saint and I am the sinner.' 

Thus we see that there is a power in kind- 
ness to subdue and melt the most obdurate 
heart ; and love is the most eflfeotual weapon 
for the destruction of all evil. 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 

** All thy children shall be tauffht of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peaee of thy children." 



ORIGINAL. 

Br. Usher: I here, according to your re- 
quest, forward a copy of the Christmas dialogue, 
spoken by Misses E. A. Lord, A. M. Ingalls, 
M. E. Todd, M. J. Willey, A. M., and E. A. 
Richardson ; being written expressly for mem- 
bers of my own school. Reference is made to 
circumstances which had made deep impressions 
on their young minds. 

Respectfully, yours, 

M. C. Damon. 

Chrittmas Dialogue. 

Anna and Maria. Good evening, EUen. 

Ellen. Good evening, girls. 

Anna. I am glad to see you look so happy, 
this evening. Do tell me, dear Ellen, w,hy you 
looked so solemn when I passed you this morn- 
ing ! I am sure I have been as merry as a bird, 
all day. 

Ellen. I was thinking why Christmas should 
be a season of rejoicing. 

Anna. 1 should have thought by your coun- 
ienance, you had considered it a season of sad- 
ness. 

Ellen. I awoke this morning as gay as even 
my merry Anna. could have wished; and no 
tongue was more ready than mine, to utter ^* a 
merry Chnstntas*' to all, until the thoughtless 
manner in which it was uttered, caused me to 
ask myself, why " a merry Christmas j" 

M. It will give me great pleasure i^ hear 
your opinion upon this subject, as I have thought 
mucli of it to-day. 

A. For my part, I have felt very hap{^ ; and 
do not wish to make myself sad, by asking the 
zeason why / 

M. Sady Aniia? I never enjoyed more true 
happiness, than I have this day ; and I never 
thou^t so much of Jesus before, or of the 
goodness of our Heavenly Father in sending us 
such a Savior. 

E. I think Anna did not understand us. She 
lores the Savior — ^and many pleasant hours have 
we spent together in reading, talking, or singing 
of hn goodness and love. Is4^ not so, Amia? 

A, Pleasant, indeed, have ^ey been to me. 
I acknowledge that I have spent this day in a 
thoughtless, ungrateful manner. Had I known 
the Subject of your thoughts, I should not have 
rooken as Ughtly as I did. Can you excuse me, 
Ellen? 

E* Excuse what, sweet Anna? The meie 
outpourings of a merry heart? 



A. I feel that it was almost sinful Xq waste in 
trifling, a day sacred to gratitude and holy love. 
I hope, however, I sh5l profit by conversing 
with you now 1 

M. Here is Mary Jane, Malvina, and little 
Emma. If they will stay and talk with us, we 
may all perhaps get much good. 

[Enter Mary Jane, Malvina 6f Emma.] 

An. Good evening. 

Maria. We are glad to see you ; for we are 
speaking upon a subject which interests us 
much, and hope you will join us. 

Malvina. Of what were you speaking? 

Maria. Of the thoughts which this day has 
excited in our minds. 

Mary Jane. We were also speaking of the 
event which this day commemorates; of the 
angels who appeared to the shepherds on the 
plains of Galilee, and proclaimed the ioyful 
tidings of a Savior's birth; and it seemed as if 
I ooiUd ahnost hear the song of the angelic host, 
*' Glory to God in the highest— on earth peace^ 
and good will towards men." 

Malvina. And when the shepherds had found 
the babe as the angels told them, they spread 
ftie glad tidings abroad among the people, who 
wondered ; but Herod, the king, was troubled, 
and sought to destroy him. 

Ellen. But Go^ was with him, to preserve 
him, that he might become the light of the 
world ; for through him he had promised fco 
bless all nations. 

Maria. And although he fully realised the 
high and holy mission, upon which he was sent, 
he was meek and humble — seeking, not the 
applause of the rich and great, but doing good 
to the most degraded and despised. 

Malvina. We read how he left kindred and 
home— suflfering all the miseries of poverty- 
having not where to lay his head — ^that he might 
per^bnn the will of his Father. 

Mary Jame. Yes, he was ever iwjtive : heal- 
ing the sick, raising the dead, making the blind 
to see, the deaf to heart ^^ ^^ ^^i^i^ ^ walk. 
O how many aching heagrts must have heeti 
cheered by his unwearied benevolence ! 

Anna. And that was not all. He spoke 
words of |Comfort to the afflicted— strengthened 
the weak — ^rebuked the self-righteous, and led 
by sweet counsel and holy exain^e, the wan- 
dering and sinful into paths of virtue and obe- 
dience. 

Mary Jane. I wish we knew more about the 
childhood of Jesus. Mueh as I bve to read of 
the Savior, I sometimes think the Gospel was 
not intended for children. What do you think, 
Ellen? 

EUen. We are informed that he was subject 
unto his parents ; and grew in wisdom, and in 
fivror with God and man. If we, in this, seek 
to follow his exampk, by honormg and obeying 
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our* parents — striving to increase in wisdom and 
knowledge — ^loving and serving all as far as we 
have power — and doing those things which we 
know to be well pleasing in the sight of God, 
we shall have done all that he requires of us. 

Mary Jane, I did not think before that so 
much could be learned from those /cm? words, 

Matvina. And do you not recollect how he 
took little children in his arms, and blessed 
them ? I think Emma will remember how kindly 
he spoke to them ! 

Emma, Oh, yes. He said, " Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." And, 
sister, you know mother says, that ** when little 
children die, Jesus receives them in his arms, 
as he did then ;" and, that I have a little sister 
th^e, whom I shall one day meet." 

EUen. O how thankful we should be for that 
blessed hope \ When I think of the sweet little 
brother who was so dear to nie ; whose beauti* 
ftd form and lovely countenance the add grave 
has so long hidden from my view — I feel to re- 
joice, that, though we cannot enjoy his pre- 
sence here, his pure spirit is with that Savior, 
who blessed little children while on the earth. 

Anna. And our dear young schoolmate, who, 
for so short a season, was permitted to gladden 
our hearts by her innocence and loveliness, and 
then so suddenly called firom our midst : — ^how 
beautiful the thought that ter voice so sweetly 
tuned- below, is now chanting songs of praise, 
with a throng of infant angels round the Re- 
deemer's throne. 

Emma, The little hymn we learned about it 
sa3rB, '< her silvery voice is singing, with glad 
BfHritB, hymns of love." I love to sing that 
hymn; for it makes me feel how happy we 
shall all be, when we meet in heaven. Will yap 
img it with me now ! 

Malvina, With pleasure, Emma ; for dear to 
our hearts is the memory d little Maria. Will 
Ellen commence ? 

{AUsing.] 

•* One sweet flower has drooped and faded. 
One sweet infant voice has fled, &c.*' 

Anna, O what do we not owe to the Savior? 
Think, dear schoolmates, of the darfaaess which 
must o'ershadow the tomb, but for the light 
which he has shed around it ! 

Ellen, True. He is the resurrection and the 
life. And though we may be called to lay our 
beloved in the silent tomb, he has given us the 
assurance of a brighter home prepared for ^em 
in the mansions of the blest. 

[Little Emma, speaks,] 
I. 
«< And shall I be an angel. 
And dwell above the skks. 



When this short life has ended, 
Aadjrom the dead I rise ? 

II. 

And shall I live with prophets. 
And saints of olden days, 
And with the blest apostles, 
In heaven, to sing Godfs praise ? 

in. 

And shall I never sin there. 
And never more do wrong ; 
And shall I hear unceasiDgly, 
An angel's harp and song ? 

IV. 

Shall I be always happy ,^ 
And never sorrow more. 
When I've arrived in safety 
Upon that heavenly shore ? 

V. 

^ And shall I see my sister 
Who was so s|ck, and died ; 
And when I sing God's praises. 
Will she be by my side ? 

VI. 

Will sh^, too, be an angel ,^ 
All beantifal and fair ? 
Oh tell me, dearest sister, 
Will all our loved be there ? 

Malvma, Yes, Emma; for Jesus said that 
<* in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of their Father, which is in heaven." 

[AU.] 
If happiness like this. 
To sBch as we is given, 
O let ns seek the bliss. 
The purity of heaven. 

After Thoughts, 

When the veil of death has been drawn be- 
tween us and the objects of our regard, how^ 
quick-sighted do we become to their merits, 
and how bitterly do we then remember words 
or looks of unkindness which may have escaped 
us in our intercourse with them. How careful 
should such thoughts render us, in the fulfil* 
ment of those offices of affection which it may 
yet be in our power to perform — for who can 
tell how soon the moment may arrive when r^ 
pentanoe cannot be followed by reparation. 



Make it a rule to please all, and never appear 
insensible to any desire of pleasing or obeying 
you, however awkwardly it may be excused. 



Digitized by 



Google 



From the Sabbath School Messenger. 
Charles Little; 

OR, THE PASSIONATE BOT REFORMED. 

Charles Little was what is often called a 
good boy : that is, he was usually obedient to 
his parents, attentive to his studies in school, 
and kind and gentle in his intercourse with 
brothers, sisters, and playmates, fiut he had 
one' serious fault in his character, which had 
early developed itself, and which, notwith- 
standing the untiring efforts of his parents to 
eradicate, seemed to ** grow with his growth." 
It was a habit of getting angry, or falling into 
a passion, as it is termed, at every little occur- 
rence, contrary to his plans or wishes. He had 
not only been often reproved and punished for 
his fault, but at ti?nes, when disposed to reflect, 
he trembled at the consciousness that he was 
becoming less able to control his temper when 
provoked, and resolved to reform. But this 
resolution was made in his own strength ; he 
wished to correct this fault, because indulgence 
in it did not accord with his idea of what a 
noble-spirited boy should be. He did not con- 
sider that God, his Creator, against whom he 
had sinned, looked upon him as a weak and 
sinful child ; that he pitied his weakness, and 
would impart to him strength to overcome this 
bad passion, if he looked to him. Thus he 
continued, resolving again and again to do 
right, until the date of the occurrence which I 
am about to relate. 

It was a lovely morning *in the early part of 
May ; Charles had worked very hard the af- 
ternoon previous to prepare a little plat of 
ground, which his father had granted him the 
exclusive right of cultivating as he thought 
proper. Every thing had passed very smoothly 
for several days, nothing had ruffled his temper ; 
he had two or thiee times kept calm, and plea- 
sant, when his little brother, in his childish of- 
ficiousness to help, had hindered him in the 
preparations of his garden. He had began to 
flatter himself that he was getting the mastery 



of his temper. He finished his work, and re- 
tired Bt an early hour, that he might, as he 
said, give the sun a specimen of early rising : 
and as soon as the first rays of light gleamed 
in the ** East," he was meirily skipping along 
the gravel walk with his gardening tools over 
his shoulder. The dew-drops were glitteiing 
on each tiny leaf and blade of grass, and every 
tree and hedge were vocal with praise. Charles, 
too, felt that vigor and elasticity of spirits, 
which ever accompany early rishig. He bu- 
sied himself in selecting seeds, and in prepar- 
ing a border for flowers, for an early bouquet 
for his mother and elder sister, until he was 
called to breakfast. In passing through the 
long entry that led to the breakfast room, he 
thoughtlessly sat down the little basket con- 
taining his papers of garden seed. Before fin- 
ishing his meal, he heard a gentle tap on the 
half closed door, and rising to open it, who 
should he see but the little pet Lizzy, the 
youngest of the family, shaking the little bas- 
ket which contained the open papers of seed 
with great glee, uttering at sight of her bro- 
ther a merry laugh, not dreaming of the sad 
mischief she was doing. Charles loved little 
Lizzy dearly ; but, at sight of his scattered 
seeds, his anger, ere he was aware, got the 
better of his affection, and hastily seizing the 
basket, he slapped her little chubbv cheek, 
while her laughing eyes filled with tears, and 
she sobbed as if heart-broken. Charles rushed 
out of the house : he needed no parents' voice 
to convince him that he had done wrong ; there 
was a voice within which he could not silence. 
He walked on, scarcely heeding whither he 
went, until he found himself in a little nook, 
which terminated a walk leading through his 
father*s garden. He threw himself under the 
shadow of a tree and wept. How changed to 
him was that beautiful Spring morning ! The 
birds had not finished their early song, but 
were caroling in the branches over his head. 
The little brook at his feet was gliding peace- 
fully on, and to its destination, while its slightly 
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rippled surface sparkled in the sunbeams which 
darted through the sweeping branches of the 
"willows on its margin. Every thing around, 
and above him, told of innocence and peace — 
bat there was no response in his troubled heart. 
He felt humbled when he thought of his oft- 
broken resolution ; and grieved much when he 
thought of his unkindness to little Lizzy. After 
sitting a long .time, sometimes thinking it was 
of no use to try any more to overcome his 
faults ; and, again, resolving anew to do better, 
a something seemed to whisper in the soil and 
balmy air which fanned his burning brow, 
" Pray to God for strength to overcome this 
sin." He knelt, and prayed for assistance from 
above to become a good boy indeed. He aldose, 
feeling less confidence in himself, but moris in 
his Maker ; and in retracing his steps to the 
hocise, reflecting on the gracious influence 



which bowed his heart and his kaee to seek 
assistance from above, he repeated to himself 
again — '* Pray to God for strength to over- 
come this sin.^^ These words brought vividly 
to his remembrance one who had been his Sun- 
day School teacher, but had been dead several 
months. This kind teacher had often prayed 
for Charles, and had patiently sowed the seeds 
of instruction, while he saw little evidence of 
moral improvement ; yet now, after those ef- 
forts had ceased, the seed sown was springing 
up, and giving promise of fair and perfect uuiu 
In concluding this account of Charles, we will 
say for the encouragement of those little read- 
ers, who, like him are conscious of the fault 
of which we have spoken, in themselves, that 
he became, by patient watchfiilness and prayer 
to God, all that his dearest and best friends 
could desire#- 



(J^ Will the friends of the departed accept 
this slight offering from 

Her Friend and Teacher, 

Julia A. Fletcher. 

Mary Elizabeth^ only child of Samuel F. LucaSy 
died February l^th, 1846, aged six years and 
seven months. 

We have borne the bitter parting ; 

We have said the long farewell ; 
She hath gotae — the loved and cherished — 

In the spirit-land to dwell. 

We have soothed her dying angnisb, — 
Closed her eyes in qoiet sleep,—- 

Stilling all oar wild complaining, 
Awe«Btrtick by repose so deep. 

Calmly we have looked upon her — 
Calmly laid her down to rest — 

Trusting her, the* much we loved her« 
To the Friend who loved her best*. 

Long our spirits shrank in weakness-*- 

Bitter was the cup to drain — 
Bat 'tis past^— we bow all hambly, — 

God is good, and grief is vain. 

Be Thou near ns, Heavenly Father .' 
Near to guard oar spirits now. 

That we may with fa^th unshadowed. 
To Thy will submissive bow« 



The Two Sisters. 

BT THE REV. 8. C. B. VTEVILI^X, 

Vicar of Houghton ^ Fng. 

AGNES. 

Bessy, do you love our Savior ? 

, BE88Y. 

Not BO much as Bessy onght ; 
Oflen does my bad behavior 

Contradict what I*ve been taught. 

AGNES. 

Jesus loves us notwithstanding. 

BE88T. 

Fain would I love him again. 

AQNE8. 

Then dear Bess, at his commanding, 
Flee from what would give him pain. 

BES8T. 

Yes ; but, Agnes, there's the evil. 
Though I really wish I could ; 

Yet, alas ! the watchful devil 
flinders me from doing good. 

AGNES. 

Stronger than the « strong man armed," 
Jesus Chriet will prove our friend ; 

Neither need they be alarm 'd 
Who upon his aid depend. 

BE88Y. 

That I know, but do not do it ; 
I should watch as wdl as pray ; 
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Seek the path, and then pursue it ; 
Hear the Lord, and then obey. 

AQNEB» 

Betsy, though I know bat little, 
Yet the truth of God I hail ; 

Conscious " not one jot or tittle*' 
Of that tratii can fail. 



What you say is truly spokeA, 

Jesus Christ will do it all. 
Since, " the Scriptures can't be broken :" 

Let vlL both before him fall* 



Blessed Savior, be thou near ttt 
Make us what we ought to be ; 

In our daily struggle hear us ; 
Fit our souls to dwell with thee. 

ISundiny Evening Recreations. 



Notice to Sabbath Schools. 

Those Sabbath Schools who are soon to pur- 
chase additions to their libraries, can be sup- 
plied by sending their orders to the publisher 
of the Gospel Teacher, 25 Cornhill, Boston. 
A catalogue of the bookd now in the library 
should be sent, and the amount tdf h6 expended 
specified. Any books not wanted may be re- 
turned. The subscribet's acqu'aintancSe with 
Sabbath Schools and their wants, enables him 
to attend to this branch with satisfiiction to the 
•chools. 

All the instruction books uded in our deiiomi- 
nation may be found at the office of the Gros- 
pel Teacher. Also, 

I. Just publilthed, the Sunday School An- 
nual for 1846. This work is interesting to all, 
but especially to the young, for whom it was 
prepared. Price 62 1-2 cents. 

n. Gift from Julia. This is a new work, by 
one of our most successful writers for children. 
Price 31 cents. 

ni. Little Hymns and Pictures for Little 
Readers. This is a small book of 32 pages, 
and illustrated by about twenty engravings. 

rV. The Sunday School Teacher's Class 
Book. This book was prepared and published 
agreeably to a vote of the Sabbath School As- 
sociation, and undef the snpervinon of a com- 



mittee appointed by the Association. It is }\ai 
the work which is wanted in our Sunday 
Schools. It is simple in its arrangement, and 
will be a great help to Superintendents attd 
Teacher^. Will our friends try it? 

v.* Sets of Sabbath School Cards. These 
cards are designed for small children in onx 
Suhday Schools. They will be fbund much 
more convenient and useful than question books. 

VI. A series of Sunday School Tracts. One 
to Parents, one to Teachers, and two to Chil- 
dren. These tracts cannot fkil to do gfeat go6d 
to th* Sunday School cause, if liberally circu- 
lated. In order that they may be circulated 
freely, they are put at the low price of one 
thousand pagts for one dollar. 

The subscriber will also keep the Univer- 
saUst publications constantly on hand and for 
eale, at the lowest cash prices. His particular 
attention will generally be turned to the Sun- 
day School interests. Will not the friends fa- 
vor him with a portion of their patronage. 
J. M. USHER, 
25 Cornhill, Boston. 



From the Child's Gem. 
Evening Hymn for a Good Boy. 

How sWeet to lay my weary head 
Upon my qnite little bed. 
And feel assured, that all day long 
I have not knowingly done wrong. 

How sweet to hear my mother say, 
" You have been very good to-day !'* 
How sweet to see vaj father's Joy, 
When he can say ** My dear good boy !" 

How sweet it is my thoughts to send 
To many a dear-loved distant friend, 
And think if they my heart coald see. 
How very happy they would be. 

How sweet to think that He whose love, 
Made all the shining worlds above. 
My pure and happy heart can see, 
And loves a little boy Hke me. 



A man having fallen into a deep pit, one 
passing by discovered him. " Poor man,** said 
he, " how did you fall in.*' ".How does it 
concern you ?" replied the other — " pray assist 
me to get out again." 
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<<Be ye followers of God as dear childien." Pxml. 
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The Ag<^acy of the Sabbath SehooK 

BY REV. HENRY BA.CX)N. 

We avail ourselves of the following'extract 
of an article with the above title, which we find 
in the Ui^versalist Miscellany. We should 
like to insert the whole article, but it is rather 
too long. It speaks truth. 

" In reference to the success of the Sabbath 
School, we want to call to remembrance un- 
feigned faith in the parents and guardians, in 
the elder portion of our community. We ask 
for Loises and Eunices. We want heart-labor, 
rather than lip-praise. . We want to be able to 
appeal to the children by the memory of paren- 
tal interest in them. We want to know tiiat 
such appeals will be truthful. We want to be 
assured that we shall speak to the consciences 
of the pupils, when we do thus speak. We 
want faith in the power of such speech to 
uwaken tenderness, to make their hearts beat 
quicker, to animate xeal and diUgence of effort, 
to fortify a good resolution of improving the 
advantages of the school. If we take it for 
granted that the parents have the interest in the 
efficiency of the school which they should have, 
and yet it be true that they have it not, — then 
our appeals are aU vain, because the children 
have not the conscience to which we present ^ 



our appeal* They will listen from, a sense of 
propriety ; some story, or anecdote, or illustra- 
tion, may please them ; but after all, we have 
not maiie the impression we desired,^ — we have 
written nothing on the heart,^ — ^we have .not 
woven a new thread of golden beauty and con- 
servative strength amid this texture of the af- 
fections. We could not do this, because we 
could not make our appeal to the consdence 
that can only be formed in the home. We could 
not address them as Paul addressed Timothy. 
Our words did not find an echo in the heart, as 
did his. The children know that their parents 
do not take the interest in religious truth which 
we ascribe to them* 

But How dififerent is the case where we have 
the coiMscience we have a desire to address, — 
where we know that at the home of the scholars 
there is Euniee, and it may be a Lois ! It is 
then that we can speak right out without reserve. 
We can stimulate to activity as Timothy was 
stimulated. We can bring the sacred affec- 
tions of home into the school, and deepen our 
appeal for diligence and propriety by the known 
interest of parents or guardians of our charge. 
We can use the beautiful metaphor of the 
apostle, when he bade Timothy "stir up the 
^t" thai was in him,^ — ^a metaphor taken fromi 
the act of the priest in the temple who stirred 
the fire on the altar, heaven-lit, adding fuel that 
the flame might bum beautifully and heaven- 
ward. We want to do this ; we ought to be 
able to do it ; and our earnest question is, Shall 
tDe be able to do ill With you, fathers and mo- 
thers ! rests the answer* 

Let us but have an affirmative answer, given 
by a just appreciation of what is necessary for 
the full enjoyment and improvement of the Sab- 
bath School, and our hearts will bum with new 
zeal, and our prayers shall go to heaven with 



Digitized by 



Gc^ogle 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



less waverinff of the breath. The Sabbath School 
will be a delightful sphere. We shall be con- 
scious that the music there will hannonize with 
the melodies of home. We shall feel assured 
that the school is hot resorted to as a convenient 
place to keep children from mischief, to relieve 
the home of their noise, to obtain reading to 
cheer dull hours, or to ease the conscience that 
will not be faithful to parental duty in religious 
instruction; but we shall feel that far higher 
views are taken of it, and that the parent wishes 
to have the child experience the full force of 
the blessings which can there be communicated. 
With such appreciation on the part of parents 
and guardians, and the school will certainly be- 
corbe a great instrument to effect permanent 
good, — ^religious good^ in the developement of 
Christian character in the young. 

This is what above all things we desire. We 
want to see more religious fniitS borne by the 
Sabbath School. We want to see the character 
moulded to a divine jsymmetry and perfection. 
We want to be confident that they who go forth 
from our school, will go with fixed and high 
purposes of life, and that wherever the provi- 
dence of God may scatter them, they will be. 
found faithful missionaries of the Cross and true 
apostles of Christianity in all genuineness and 
power. We want to be able to write to them, 
confident of success, to be, as Timothy waa ex- 
horted to be, *' an example of the believers, in 
* word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity." 

And that this may be, let us briefly look at 
some of the reasons for the exercise of the zeal 
for which we ask. In the furtherance of this 
duty, we remark. 

First. The Sabbath School is a great instru- 
ment of culture which God has abimdantly 
blessed. It stands as an exponent of the truth 
that children should be religiously educated, — 
that the Bible should have given to 'it its pre- 
eminent place among all books, — ^that the moral 
element mugt be mingled in with all intellectual 
advancement, before that advancement can be 
the elevation of true wisdom. The Sabbath 
School is a great instrument to promote this 
desirable result, inasmuch as by the connexion 
of social pleasure with religious acquirements, 
it presents religion in the form and aspect which 
can alone attract children. With its prayers and 
songs, its library and addresses ; with the com- 
panionship it affords, and the pleasantness 
% whereby the Sabbath is made a delight ; and 
with its festivals and holy excitetnents, the 
Sabbath School commends itself to us as de- 
manding our attention, — demanding it by all 
. the interest which every intelligent mind should 
have in the moral movements of the age, and 
by the necessity of adopting whatever modes of 
moral and religious instruction may commend 
themselves to us, as adapted to ^ present the 



teachings of religious duty in their true light, 
separated from the superstitions which have in 
time past made, and which do too much now 
make, Christianity repulsive to the hearts of the 
young. 

But this great instrument of culture does not 
act of itself; it is to be taken in hand and ap- 
plied by us ; and its success will be according^ 
to the wisdom of the hands that direct it. It 
is not enough that parents wish well to its 
movements, for they must be individually in- 
terested. If they themselves cannot contribute 
to its management, they should strive earnestly 
to interest others, — for managed it must be, 
and wisely we all hope it may be managed. 
They should look in upon the working of this 
moral nnachinery, and see what it is of which 
some speak in raptures and others indifferently. 
Let them come round the altar of sacrifice, and 
not stand afar off, where they only catch a 
sight of the smoke that rises to make beautiful 
the flame to those who are near. Let them enter 
the atmosphere of song, where they can catch 
not only the music, but the words of the melody 
of joy, and not keep so aloof that they hear 
only a confusion of sounds as from a modem 
Babel. Let them draw near and hear some of 
the good words which we speak concerning 
them, as we exhort the scholars to answer their 
parents' expectations, and heed the monitions 
which will lead them in the upward and beau- 
tiful way of progress. This is easily done, — 
who will make the beginning and give the ex- 
ample 1 Who will look in upon the machinery 
put in operation every Sabbath in each school, 
without dny violation of the Sabbath, but to 
add to the sanctity and beauty of the holy day ? 
Machinery that can be made to powerfully af- 
fect the interests of the church and the great 
cause of truth, if we will only give encourage- 
ment to its self-sacrificing managers. 

This encouragement may be given invisibly. 
Where there is sympathy with the school, that 
sympathy will be known. It is a bird of Kght, 
and will not tarry in a hidden corner. Its wings 
may not be seen ; the pathway in the air may 
close moie suddenly than the passage of the 
tremulous lightning ; but yet its presence will 
be confessed, — confessed in the preparation 
with which the scholar engages in the studies 
and recreations of the day, in^ the intelligence 
he brings to the lesson, in the propriety of 
his behavior, in the attention to every exercise 
of the school, in the cleanliness and care ex- 
hibited in the use made of the library-book, and 
in the efforts made to contribute to the general * 
interests of th.e occasion. Behind all this in 
the scholar is recognized parental effort. We 
discern in this the home and the school united, 
— an exemplary recognition of a reciprocity of 
interests, — a practical faith such as dwelt in 
Lois and Eunice of old. We should have 
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more Timothys, and more Marys choosing 
** the good part,'* could we always recognize 
this. Why may we not have that joy 1 

It is needless to profess sympathy for the 
teacher, and to say we respect him or her for 
the labor of love in which they engage, unless 
such sympathy and respect are shown in deeds. 
It is not by children attending school with an 
unstudied or unfathomed lesson ; it is not by. 
careless or negligent use of lesson or library- 
books ; it is not by the loss of volumes without 
honest return of their value ; it is not by mak- 
ing the festival of a day a great reward .for 
three months attendance ; it is not by doing 
nothing to cultivate in the scholar respect for 
the teacher and attention to his counsel ; it is 
not by easily yielding to any charge against 
right management in the school ; — it is not by 
a^y of these too frequently committed errors, 
-tnat sympathy, such as we need and ask for, is 
manifested. We desire, and think we ought 
to expect, to receive a sympathy that will speak 
in actions directly opposite to these, — that will 
encourage the teacher as no words of piaise 
could ever strengthen him or her. Let us have 
. that sympathy, and we shall lift our heads 
with courage and our hearts will never faint. 

But not only to parents and guardians, does 
our appeal direct itself, — for who is not inter- 
ested in the character of the young ? When a 
child of a Eunice, with a Lois also to bless it, 
is taken away to the world behind the veil of 
Time, it is many times astonishing to find how 
extensive was human interest in that child. 
The parent knew but little how many hearts 
were cheered by a sight of the sweet face, into 
how many homes its spirit had penetrated, how 
many going to and fro from the place of busi- 
ness and dwelling had warmly greeted the little 
one and spoken a kindly word as it passed, 
^ot the parental eye alone had thus gazed, but 
humanity of all the relations of life. To every 
heart it had a key, and could open the> secret 
avenues to tenderness at its will. Yes, a spi- 
ritual child is a blessing to any neighborhood. 
Better than the opening of a fountain, or the 
planting of a garden ; fountain or garden can- 
not do for the heart what a little child can 
(do. It is a human angel, — a revelation of 
heaven, — a type and symbol of things divine. 
But such children do not grow up as wild 
flowers, without culture. No ; they must have 
an Eunice, if not a Lois, from whose heart of 
unfeigned faith the wisdom of life may be 
drawn. And when they are nourished arid nurr 
tured, how carefully must the parent keep all 
the early developements of piety studiously, 
like the mother of Jesus, in her heart, ponder- 
ing the prophecies they incline holy men to 
utter. And if,— ^as hearts sometimes too sadly 
feel, — such fair creatures of spiritual loveli- 
ness, are recalled toiheaven, and all the bud- 



dings of sotil are taken from the reach of earthly 
parental care, — if this sad issue is the lot of 
the parent, how sweet are the memories which 
are left, like stars blending in with the strife 
of the waters of the sea, lifting the eye ' from 
the turbulence there to the calmness and beauty 
of the heavens. Remembrance goes back over 
the Past, gathering here and there mementos 
of early consecrated mind, and jewel after 
jewel is vyoven into the braidings of thought, 
which the soul wears more gratefully than 
ever ; yet did the symbols of royalty and wealth 
lie upon the brow and neck. When the parent 
seeks retirement, or hides the sorrows which 
the world thinks she has forgotten, the memo- 
ries of the Past are her soul's food. They wean 
her from the desolation around her, and thought 
after thought i& born in the heart, bringing a 
ijew revelation of immortal glory. The child 
becomes the teacher of the parent ; and some- 
times in the hushed air of night, in the solemn 
serenity when faith bows before mystery, when 
the lips move in unuttered prayer, the Beauti- 
ful and the Immortal will glide in, and upon 
the soul will pass a strange yet delicious awe. 
Soon the Beautiful passes away because it is 
the Immortal, and fervent is the thanksgiving 
for the memory of a religious child, — a child 
that could pause amid the most transcendent 
beauty of a summer sunset, and with smiles of 
sweet thankfulness say, ** Mother, God is eve-' 
ry where, — isn't he?" 

But we pray that our children may live. We 
cannot keep in our mind their liability to death 
without grief. It ,may be that those who are 
now spared to us may live ; and if they do, we 
must have anxieties concerning them, or lessen 
our parental love. And here comes a great and. 
solemn reason for interest in the Sabbath School 
— for how different are the anxieties cherished 
respecting a religious and an irreligious child I 
Where we see one with whom passion is in 
the mastery ; to whom the senses are more than 
the soul, — ^the Prtesent more than the Future ; 
who will yield to nothing but wild impulse, and 
carries with him no consciousness of the pre- 
sence of goodness, the responsibilities of life, 
but who rushes on in the indulgence of self- 
will and his appetites, — how great and tortur- 
ing are parental anxieties I \The whole neigh- 
borhood feels the terror of his life, how much 
more his parents ! Anxiety is the worst canker 
to eat away strength and happiness.; and, 
therefore, let us be alive to religious duty, that 
we may place in the heart of the child religion as 
the great and divine balancing power, — the con- 
trolling and moulding energy, the radical refor- 
mer of evil, and the conservative spirit of good. 

** The infant prayer, the infant hymn, 
Within the darkened soul will rise, 
When age's weary eyes are dim, 

And the grave's shadow round them lies. 
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With a religion adapted to the fre^, warm, 
and expansive affections and sympathies of 
children, and with every necessity for educat- 
ing, and with every encouragement to educate, 
shall we not be faithful to the agency 6f the 
Sabbath School, and give it all the efficiency 
that can be given to it? We should, and we 
ought to, by every consideration that can bear 
upon enlightened mind. The Sabbath School 
is our college to educate our missionaries. 

We take high ground as Christians,— let us 
taaintain it. We claim much for our religion, 
— ^let us show that we ourselves appreciate 
• 'those claims. And by such fidelity we shall 
be free from the shame of bein^ in some time 
of weakness and trial, found in the ranks of 
opposite forces. It is said that, at a certain 
time, the physicians of the King of Sweden 
were called to him, and as they were about to 
bleed his arm, they were startled at reading 
there stained, — " Liberie ! Egalite I. ou la 
Mortl" Liberty! Equality, or deaths They 
little dreamed of reading such words on the 
asm, of one who was so good a king, for they 
had forgotten what a good republican he was 
once, when he was a hero. There are mai^ 
arms so marked with a noble motto, which 
have been faithless to its spirit, and when 
weakness and trial make them stretch them 
forth for help, we startle to find amid the 
forces of the enemy so many arms once conse- 
ciated to Uqiversalism. They are not the arms 
that can sustain the Sabbath School. They 
need to be bled to let the bad humors flow out, 
if they will. Let ours be true to our motto.'* 

Noble Revenge* 

When I was a small boy, there was a black 
boy in the neighborhood, by the name of Jim 
Dick. Myself and a number of my play -fel- 
lows were one evening collected together at 
our sports and began tormenting the poor black 
by calling him Negro, Blackamoor, and other 
degrading epithets ; the poor fellow appeared 
excitesively grieved at our conduct, and soon 
left us. We soon after made an appointment 
to go a skating in the neighborhood ; and on 
the day of the appointment I had the misfor" 
tune to break my skates, and I could not go 
without borrowing Jim's skates. I went to 
him and asked him for them ; Oh yes, John, 
you may have them and welcome, was his an- 
swer.^ When I went to aetum them I folind 
Jim sitting by the fire in the kitcten, reading 
the Bible. I told him I had returned his skates, 
and was under great obligations to him for his 
kindness. lie looked at me as he took the 
skates, and with tears in his eyes, said to me, 
' John, don't never call me blackamoor again,' 
and immediately left the room. The words 
pierc3d my heart, and I burst into tears, and 
from that time resolved not to abuse a poor 
black in future. — Southey. 
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Good manners in Children. 

When it costs so little to learn children good 
manners, it has oilen seemed to us a pity that 
so great a number should grow up destitute, in 
a great measure, of this most desirable qualifi-' 
cation. If parents could only consider how 
much this qualification would do for their chil- 
dren in the great intercourse of life, where all 
other ordinary advantages might fail, they 
would not b^ so indifierent as many now seem 
in reference to the duty of teaching them good 
manners. 

We believe there is more of negligence in 
this respect, far more now, than in days past. 
Our parents are becoming more careless than 
our grand parents were in their injunctions of 
politeness when ttey instructed their children. 
Not a few of them prefer the plain Yes and No 
to the good old fashioned Yes Sir, and No Sir, 
Yes Ma'am, and No Ma^am, The latter is 
deemed too antiquated and reverential ! Mar- 
vellous improvement ! And all this goes to in- 
fluence the young mind in its estimation of 
good manners. Then there -is mbre of slack- 
ness in family government than in olden time. ' 
If the ancestors were too rigid, their succes- 
sors are too loose, altogether. Children are 
men and women T)efore theyTcnow the meaning 
of either term. They are their own judges, 
their own masters and mistresses too soon. 
Never having rightly leai^ied how to obey, 
they are poorly qualified ^ from this very fact, 
as leaders and commanders in the world. We 
go for new instructions in obedience and good 
manners in our families and homes, even to the 
exclusion of other matters which, although 
engrossing much attention, are of secondary 
importance. Money, dress, and good living 
are well, but good manners will bless all. 
Poverty, though an evil, may be blest with 
good manners. 



Social Gathering at Maiden. 

There was a very social and happy gathering 
of friends in the Town Hall in Maiden, on 
Friday evening, March 13th, at the call of a 
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company of young misses connected with the 
Unirersalist Society in that place, ind denomi- 
nated the "Knitting Circle." The members 
of the circle are all members of the Sab- 
bath School, and have held meetings once 
in two weeks fox a year or more, to knit stock- 
ings for those in their town who might need 
them. In their call for a social gathering they 
expected a l6ss extensive notice than though 
their pretensions had been greater. But their 
call was answered by very liberal donations from 
their kind friends, and also by a very full at- 
tendance. In consequence of the small size of 
the hall — ^which by the way is altogether too 
small for a town like Maiden — ^they were ob- 
liged to limit the number of their tickets. Many 
who desired an entrance could not obtain it. 

The exercises of the evening were opened 
with a prayer from Rev. E. Francis, of Chel- 
Bea, after which a little speaker of the Sabbath 
School, Martha E. Hill, explained the object of 
the gathering, in the following 

Address. 

Ladies avd Gentlemen : It is proper you 
should know what kind of a society you are 
helping, by coming together this evening. It is 
a knitting society of misses and young ladies. 
They buy yam arid knit stockings to give to 

rK)r people. I don't know but you wifl think 
am one of them ; I am not now, but I mean to 
be as soon ais I grow a little larger. I under- 
stand they need more knitters. There are only 
twelve of them |iow. They meet once in two 
weeks, and spend the afternoon and evening in 
knitting. The society was formed about two 
years ago, every one who joined paid a nine- 
pence, and they bought yam and needles with 
the money. Every member pays a ninepence a 
year to the society, and two cents every time they 
Btay away. Several good ladies have given them 
money, some have given them yarn, and a good 
old Baptist lady, whose eyes I should think were 
too old to see to knit, gave them four pairs of 
nice warm socks for some poor boys, that she 
knit herself. Twelve dollars is all the money 
they have- had to spend since they began to knit, 
and they have knit about twenty pairs of stock- 
ings. Knitting you know is very slow work. 
Very few women can knit fast ; of course, then, 
young girls cannot. For a long time last year 
they met only once in a month, and for some 
weeks not at all. /think they have done very 
well considering they were not used to knitting. 
The reason they have asked you to help them 
get up this pleaB^t Pic-Nic was to have their 



friends come together and enjoy a sociable meet- 
ing, to introduce their society into notice, and 
get a five dollar biU to buy more yarn with. If 
they have any more they will use it first rate. 
I believe this is all I have to say, except to 
thank the ladies who have so kindly invited the 
Society to tea with them, and to thank you, la- 
dies and gentlemen, for the generous help they 
have received at your hands on this occasion, 
and tell you iheyliope none of you will besiorry 
you came here this evening. 

After this address, which was listened to 
with almost breathless attention, remarks were 
offered by Brs. Ballou and Francis, and the 
Pastor of the Universalist Society ; also by Rev. 
Mr. Cookson, pastor, and Mr. Eaton, member 
of the Baptist society in Maiden. The remarks 
were all in the spirit of good will and unity, 
and were interspersed with some excellent sing- 
ing by the Peakfamily of Medford. Then came 
a rich entertainment at the table, after whi^ 
the company arose from their seats, and the re- 
mainder of the evening was spent in certain 
" Post-office" exercises instituted for the occa- 
sion, and the exchanging of friendly congratu- 
lations. 

The Knitting Circle received a handsome 
sum of money, a generous portion of which 
was appropriated to the replenishing of the 
Universalist Sabbath School Library. 



Disobedience to Parents. 

No virtue in the Scriptures is accounted of 
higher value in the character of children than 
that of obedience to parents. All children 
who have good parents should remember this. 
It seems hard, sometimes, for childrent to fisten 
and submit to parental authority, but far worse 
might it prove for them if they did not. We 
were lately reading of a young man who was 
sentenced to the South Carolina Penitentiary 
for four years. When he was about to be 
sentenced, he staled publicly that his down- 
ward course began in disobedience tp h^ pa- 
rents ; that he thought he knew as much of 
the world as his f%lther did, and needed not his 
aid or advice, — but that as soon as he turned 
his back upon his home, then companions 
came around him like a drove of hyenas, and 
hurried him on to ruin. There is no place so 
safe and happy as a good home. 
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Old Times Again. 

ANOTHER CHAPTER FOR LITTLE FOLKS. , 

When we speak of old times we mean the 
timfes when our fathers and mothers were little 
boys and girls ; and if the reader is very yomig, 
we mean when ^rour grandfathers and grand- 
mothers were boys and girls. It will be very 
well for little folks in these times to hear about 
little folks twenty-five or fifty years ago. In 
many respects they were like little folks now, 
and in many other respects they had not half as 
much to enjoy as children in our times. Do not 
think they had not time to play, or enough to 
eat and drink, or clothes to keep them warm : 
that is not 'what we mean. They were warm, 
and well fed, and played often right heartily. It 
did them good, too. We mean those little folks 
had not so many ways of being instructed as 
our little people have — ^not many means of get- 
ting book learning. 

At the time our grandfathers and grandmo- 
thers were children, it was very seldom that 
any family in a town had a dozen books, except 
the minister. Almost every family had a Bible 
and a Hymn Book. All their reading was from 
" the old fashioned Bible that lay on the stand;" 
most of their singing was from the smoky old 
Hymn Book that generally had its place on the 
shelf. Of course then, my little friends, the 
little boys and girls of those times knew much 
more of the Bible than children of our times. 
They could relate any of the pretty little stories 
in the Bible — stories which peihaps you do not 
even know to be in the Bible. The words of 
that holy book were repeated to them, as their 
lawB — as family laws and rifles — which were 
not to be disobeyed on any account. People 
often express surprise that old people are able 
to repeat so much of the Scriptures. Is it won- 
derful my little friends when they have read it 
every day for fifty or sixtjy years? One reason 
why we know so little, about them, is because 
we study.them so seldom, and read them so little. 
Let me give you aYact from a little book in my 
library.* 

" Mr. M had a family of seven children. 

All of them, as soon as they could read, began 



* Facts, designed for Sabbath School Libra- 
ries. 



to learn one verse in the Bible every day. Sab- 
bath morning they recite the seven verses which 
they have learned during the week. The oldest 
boy, after he had learned one verse a day for 
several years, began to learn two verses; and 
for a year or two past he has committed three 
verses, and on the Sabbath recited his twenty-* 
one. This lad, though only fifteen years old, 
has committed to memory all the New Testa- 
ment, all of the Psalms, and most of the Pro- 
verbs. How much he has learned; and how 
little trouble it has cost him I" 

This is certainly a very eowyway to become 
acquainted with what is in the Bible. Will you 
not try it, little reader 1 " If you commit only 
one verse a day, it will take you only twenty- 
two years to learn the New Testament. If you 
commit three verses a day, it will take a little 
more than sevenr years. If you learn three 
verses a day, you could commit the whole Bible 
in about twenty-eight yeairs ! The child who is 
six years old, might learn the whole Bible, if he 
should live, by the time he is thirty-four years 
old, by committing only three verses a day! 
What an easy way to learn a great deal ! " Then 
it is not remarkable that our old people are so 
well instructed in the truths of that book. — 
Beside their daily reading, when they went to 
school they had a Bible and spelling book to 
study from ; the older boys an arithmetic, the 
older boys and girls a writing book. Six weeks 
in winter was all ' that boys, large enough to 
work, were allowed to attend 'school. The girls 
and small boys sometimes attended a private 
school. A Sabbath School was very seldom 
known. , 

In a town about twenty miles from Boston, 
lived a Uttle boy who wished to learn to write. 
No writing was taught in the school which he 
attended, but a writing- school was kept in the 
school-room one evening in a week. The little 
boy was allowed to attend it. But judge, toy 
little friends, how well you could have learned 
to write, on a rough board across two barrels! 
Yet tl|^t little boy learned all he ever knew 
about writing, on such a bench as that ; and he 
learned enough to enable him to do the neces- 
sary writing in his business for many years, 
when he became a man. 

His sons and daughters were ofleu told the 
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story of his learning to write , when their writing- 
books were shown him, filled with neatly writ- 
ten pages and well formed letters. He used tQ 
say, " I was thankful to learn to write on a 
rough board ; remember then, my children, how 
much more grateful you ought to feel for the 
privileges you enjoy of attending school all the 
year, and writing on convenient desks." 

When our little friends, who sit at school in 
the comfortable, modem school-chair, and are 
furnished with sta tionary and commodious desks, 
compare their privileges with the few which 
children enjoyed fiAy years ago, will it not 
make your young hearts grateful to Him who 
has given you birth in these better times? And 
will you not remember that the best evidence 
you can give of your gratitude, is a proper use 
of all your superior advantages, and an advance- 
ment in knowledge according to the means you 
enjoy? M. H. A. 



Sabbath School Exhibition at Salem. 

The account here given of the Exhibition of 
the Sabbath School connected with the Second 
Universalist Society in Salem, has been sent us 
by Br. Leonard of Rockport, who was present 
on the occasion. 

LocKPORT, March 4, 1846. 
. Br. Adams : I attended last Sabbath the se- 
cond Exhibition of the Sunday School con- 
nected with Br. Lee's Society, in Salem. 
Some time since you published an account of 
their first exhibition. I was present at that : 

• it was a good one, a? your readers were in- 
formed ; but not up to the excellence of their 
second and last. It gives me pleasure to in- 
form you that the scholars have made commen- 
dable improvement. All had parts to perform, 
and every one spoke or sung, at least once ; 
vet the services throughout were interesting. 
This is much to say of a band of youth so im- 
partially treated in respect to their speaking or 
singing. Had they not all been blest with at- 

^ tentiou and patient training, their Exhibition 
eould not have drawn out such praise as was 
obtained, under their rule of general favor. It 
is the management of at least a degree of par- 
tiality, that often brings Sunday School scho- 
lars, in their public exhibitions, to no greater 
success or praise. 

Not the least attractive and pleasing exer- 
cise was the singing of this exhibition. I shall 
never forget the peculiar emotion of ecstacv 
and delight that rosewithin me, when the chif- 
dren's voices repeated, in a hymn to the Sa- 



vior, the miisical (and in its place) appropriate 
word, "'HosANNA !" Neither shall 1 ever be 
unable to refer with more than common inter- 
est and admiration to the sonff9 of the youngest 
child of the group. I should be afraid to tell, 
aloud, or in type, to the dull- eared and simpli- 
city-hating world, what appellatives my mind 
addressed to the little warbler, while listening 
to her strains. To close this communication, 
I will simply say, let the young be taught to 
sing.^ H. C. L. 



Causes of Crime. 

I In a report recently submitted to the New 
York legislature, we find a table, in which the 
causes of crime which led to incarceration in 
the Sing Sing prison are set down as follows : 

Want of protection in early life, 9 
Intemperance of their Parents, ^ 

Destitution, - - - 84 * 

No Conscience^ - - 2 

Innate depravity, - - 8 

Insanity, - - - 9 

Weak principles, - - 31 

Sudden temptation, - 24 

Anger, - - - 12 

For gain, - - - 64 

Self-defence, - - - 9 

Imbecility of mind, - 6 

Jealousy, - - -^3 

Intemperance^ - - 150 

Evil associating^ - - . 195 

There are those who say they knew no 
cause, and 14 refused, to answer any questions, 
and 166 declared that they are innocent. 

What this ** innate depravity" means, we 
know not exactly. It seems like a theological 
term. We shall not quarrel with the term, 
however, so long as it is not total depravity. 
But really- — this enumeration of the causes of 
crime is a very striking one. Look at the two 
last named — Intemperance and EvU AssociO' 
ting! Let the young beware I 



First Meeting House la Boston. 

The first Meeting House in Boston was 
erected in 1632: It was built on the south side 
of State street, near the spot where the Ex- 
change Coflfee House now stands.^ Its walls 
were built of mud, and its roof was thatched. 
The church was composed of 150 members : 
Rev. John Wilson was the ^rst pastor. In 
1639, the old house having become decayed, 
and being also too small, a new one was built. 
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and located — after a wide and warm difference 
of opinion as to where it should stand — at the 
head of State street, on what is now called 
Cornhill Squsfre. This Meeting House was 
consumed in the great fire of 1711. The so- 
ciety re-built on the same spot, a large brick 
ejdifice, which stood till 1808, and went by the 
name of the Old Brick, The last service was 
performed in it on the 17th of July, and the 
first sendee was held in the new house in 
Chauncy Place, on the 21st of the same month. 

The Right Kind of Pastor. 

Br. Drew, of the " Gospel 'Banner," thus 
speaks, in an editorial letter dated at Bangor, 
Me., of the , Universalist clergyman, H. R. 
Nye, of that city : 

" We havrbeen pleased since here, to wit- 
'ness the love w:hk;h the children of the Sab- 
bath School have for him. They are preparing 
for a re-exhibition. The door of his boarding 
house (Gren. Kersey's) is constantly beset by 
the young misses, seeking his advice and coun- 
sel; and we have noticed that whenever we 
have walked out together, troops of children 
sally forth after him ; and wherever he stops, 
crowd around his person ; and all with that ex- 
pression of respectful confidence and love, 
which is peculiarly interesting to the beholders. 
We thought the city people generally, as they 
witnessed the attachment of the young people 
to him, must think that he owned about half 
the children in town !'* 

This is a true representation, we will war- 
rant. We happen to know something about 
the heart of this good brother. He is one of 
the Sabbath School pastors. We wish there 
were many more like him. 

Roxbary. 

The Universalist Sunday School in this place 
enjoyed an interesting exhibition a few weeks 
since. Many of the pieces spoken at this ex- 
hibition were original, ^e shall doubtless pub- 
lish them in the Teacher. The house was 
well filled, as the receipts of the evening show. 
Eighty dollars were receivedi This is one of 
the best schdols in our denomination. Every 
thing is done upon systematic principles. And 
we know that whoever was present to enjoy 
this exhibition will say with me, it was good 
for me to be there and listen to the preaching 
of those children. May the, richest of God's 
blessings rest upon this school. J. M. U. 



Soathbridge Sabbath Sohool. 

On the 7th pf January last this flourishing 
Sabbath School had a most interesting, plea- 
sant, and profitable service. On the evening of 
that day it gave its first exhibition. The even- 
ing was stormy, yet the House was literally 
filled with attentive listeners. 

By request of many friends it was repeated 
on the evening of the 18th February. We 
were present at the repetition of this exhibi- 
tion ; and never did I listen with more pleasure 
or profit to any services of a similar character 
than on that occasion. A thousand pleasant 
circumstances came fresh to mind on that even- 
ing. We lived over again the days of happi- 
ness that we had previously enjoyed in that 
temple of praise — with that beloved society, 
and^with that interesting Sunday School. Nev- 
er have I enjoyed more happiness than in prais- 
ing God with the Southbridge Universalist 
Sunday School. But I am digressing from the 
subject upon which I purposed to speak. 

The selection of the pieces and their ar^ 
rangement proved that Brs. Williams and Drea^ 
ser are w^l calculated to fill their important 
Stations. The speaking was good, and the 
singing excellent. The hymn about the little 
Orphan, sung by a little orphan, was most 
touchingly performed. May God bless and pro- 
tect the orphan. The "Vision," too, was 
charmingly spoken ; and so was the piece on 
" Early Piety." No king could haye pre- 
sided and done better than the Priestess did in , 
that piece. But why particular when all was 
well done ? Friends of truth, in Southbridge, 
our prayer is, that you may be true to the in- 
terests of the Sunday School. I congratulate 
you in the prosperity that attends your society 
and Sunday School. You have a good society, 
a good Sunday School, and a good Pastor. 
May that union which so happily exists en- 
courage both Pastor and people to renewed 
watchfulness. J. M. U. 



New Books* 
Drops from Flora's Cup, or the Poetry 
or Flowers — Is the title of a beautiful little 
volume of 169 pages. It is published by Oliver 
L. Perkins, 63 Cornhill, Boston. Those who 
are fond of poetry and flowers wiU be pleased 
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with this work. It may h6 had of the pubUsher,« 
or at the office of the Teacher : price 37 1-2 
cents. 

The Poetry of Love, and The Album op 
Love. — These are beautiful little works in 
their appearance, and from a slight glance at 
them we think they will he interesting to the 
lovers of poetry and love. They are published 
and for sale by Elias Howe, Cornhill, Boston. 
They may also be had at this, office. 



NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

G. L. DEMAREST, Editor. 



Alphabet of Rules. 

Here is a g9od one — somewhat old we be- 
lieve, yet none the worse for that. Perhaps 
most of our readers have never seen it before. 
Read and remember the rules. 

Attend well to your own business. 

Be punctual in all your engagements. 

Consider well before making engagements. 

Do right in all things, without fear. 

Envy^no man his apparent prosperity. 

Fret not at disappointments. 

Give liberally to the suffering poor. 

Hold Cast your integrity. 

Infringe on no man's rights. 

Judge not others severely. 

Keep away from evil company. 

Lend to those who cannot buy. 

Make no display of your charities. 

Never profess what you do not practice. 
. your time in usefulness, 
ay every one their just dues. 

Quarrel not with your associates. 

Remember your dependence on Providence. 

Strive to promote the happiness others. 

Treat every one with civifity. 

Usf the things of this world with discretion. 

Vilify no person's reputation. 

Watch against every temptation. 

Xamin% your own character. 

Yield not to the persuasion of the vicious. 

Zealously. pursue the path of duty. 

And hope for everlasting joy. 

A ThoQsht. 

What would children think of some thievish 

persons who should seek to steal money from 

them— say tiine-pence every now and then? 

Would they not think badly of such thieves 1 

■♦iid yet, perhaps, they are stealing from them- 

s^es, by idleness and neglect of many oppor- 

tni^es for improvement, something worth far 

oioti to them than money — ^good character — 

eputation. Young folks— beware of all 

npving ! Improve your time and good ad- 



A Thiid Letter to the Willamsliiirgh Sun* 
day 'School. 

WiLLiAMSBURGH, March 16, 1846. 
Children : This is a beautiful world in 
which we live ; and filled with pleasant things 
innumerable. T^he fields, the flowers, the trees^ 
the heavens, gladden the sight. Music in the 
breeze, as it sings in the forest, or on the house 
tops ; in the nlurmuring waterfall', as it leaps 
from rock to rock, or skips over the pebbly 
sands ; from the voices of the birds, as they 
float along in the balmy air, yields pleasure to 
the listening ear : sweet-scented plants of nu- 
merous kinds perfume the atmosphere ; and all 
Nature seems to call on us to sing songs of 
praise and thanksgiving to its All-wise and 
Beneficent Creator. This is indeed a beauti* 
ful world ! 

And what a wonderful body is- this with 
which our Father has clothed us ! These bea- 
tiful sights — these melodious sounds — ^ihese 
pleasant odors convey beauty, atid melody, and 
pleasure to our senses only because He has so 
made us that we can enjoy them. He might 
have made us so that we should be insensible 
to them all : so that we should be blind to the 
fair face of Nature, deaf to her sweet voice, 
and ignorant of het delightful perfumes ; but 
instead of this he hai^ gifted us with sensibili- 
ties alive to all her charms, and instruments 
bearing pleasure to our souls. What wonderful 
bodies are purs ! 

Among the most constant sources of plea- 
sure that we enjoy, and yet the least noticed, 
are the gratifications of the palate. The Be- 
neficent One has crowded the earth and the 
ocean with objects which He has given to us , 
for food ; and while He has provided that which 
shall keep us alive, Hp has also endowed xm 
with the capacity to enjoy. Only think what 
a variety He has given us ! And who is there 
that does not really take pleasure in satisfying 
t^e demands of appetite / 

But these minds of ours are still more won- 
derful than our bodies ! Our bodies are confined 
to a single spot on this earth ; but our thoughts 
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can roam abroad over this beautiful world, ram- 
ble through the BeaTens, visit absent friends, 
and even dwell with our Maker ! It is the 
power of thought which raises us above the 
brutes, and which manifests the image of God 
in which we were created. Would any of you 
wish to be deprived of this power ? I am sure 
no one is so foolish. We ought, every one, to 
be thankful that we possess it. 

How shall we use all the gifts of our Father 
and Friend? This is an important question. 
They were- undoubtedly intended for our plea- 
sure and comfort, as well as to sustain us. 
How shall we use them, so as to have the 
highest enjoyment of them 1 

We must use this world as not 'abusing it. We 
must use the good things of this life in their 
proper places, and in moderation. We must he 
temperate in all things. We must not be pas- 
sionate, or vain, or gluttonous, or drunken ; but 
must be mild in our temper, modest, moderate, 
and sober. In short, we must love nothingf^ so 
much that we shfiU thereby be led away from 
our duty, and injure ourselves either in body or 
mind. 

To be temperate in all things is wise. We 
cannot otherwise enjoy peace of mind or com- 
fort in body. Our appetites and passions, like 
fire, are useful servants, but very hard masters ; 
and if we do not learn to govern ourselves, we 
shall be the most unhappy slaves in the world ! 
In another letter I will give some illustrations 
of this subject. 

Your affectionate Superintendent. 



Origin of Sunday Schools ; 

FROM A LECTURE TO SyUNDA Y SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

The present institution of Sunday Schools 
is said to owe its establishment to Robert 
Raikes, Esq. This eminent philanthropist first 
organized a Sunday School with four female 
teachers, in Gloucester, Erfgland, in the year 
1782, among the children of the operatives and 
artizans of that, his native city. This good 
man was also noted for his humane attention to 
prisoners. Like the immortal Howard, he 
sought to ameliorate the condition of that truly 
unfortunate class of human beings, the prison- 
. ers of the wretched and neglected jails oi En 
gland. 



Blit, according to the history of the Church, 
by Mosheim and others, the Christians of the 
first century took all possible care to teach their 
children the Holy Scriptures and the doctrines 
of their religion ; and schools for this purpose 
were every where established, even from the 
commencement of the existence of the Church. 
One writer says, Catechists and Catechumens 
are names familiar to the history of the Church 
in the first and second eras. Catechists were 
an order of people answering to Sunday School 
Teachers of the present day ; and Catechu- 
mens were the youthful groups who were wont 
to place themselves at the feet of their devoted 
teachers. Still the good Robert Raikes is en- 
titled to the honor of having restored this im- 
portant institution to the Christian Church ; an 
honor which should give him a prominent 
place ia the history of the Church. 

But here another good man must not be for- 
gotten — a Universalisi — who may claim an 
equal merit as a founder of Sunday Schools. I 
mean Oberlin — John Frederick Oberlin. About 
the same time that Raikes was gathering the 
poor factory children of England together on 
each returning Sabbath, that they might be in- 
structed in the common rudiments of the Eng- 
lish language, the good Oberlin was imparting 
religioy^ instruction to the children of the ig- 
norant peasantry of Ban de la Roche in France. 
And while the object of the former was to im- 
part only an intellectual education, the custom 
of Oberlin was to have the children assemble 
on the Sabbath, to sing hymns, and recite reli- 
gious lessons learned during the week. In 
view of these facts, many would give Oberlin 
the credit of originating the present system of 
Sunday Schools. And here I would remark 
that there is a great need of a good biography 
of Oberlin, suitable for our Sunday School li- 
braries.* The Sunday School connected with 
the church of the Messiah in New York vf 
very appropriately and happily named t)P, 
"Oberlin Sunday School," and I have no 
doubt that if his life and character were pore 



* I am glad that the want abpve sug^^ , 
likely to be siuppUed by a highly respectS^wter, 
whose name, when it is made known, w^ pr6ve 
a guarantee that the work will be well ^^ ^ith- 
fully done, *^* 



Digitized by 



Goosk 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



107 



generally known, his name would be more fre- 
qently and justly honored. 

The Sunday School, from the time of its 
restoration, has gone forward increasing in 
prosperity and usefulness among the various 
sects of Christians. B. 



Foi^jTe and Forget, 

[By the author of ** Proverbial Philosophy,'*] 
When streams of unkindness as bitter as gall. 

Bobble up from the heart to the tongue, 
And Meekness is writhing in torment and thrall. 

By the hands of Ingratitude wrung — 
In the heat of injustice, unwept and unfair, 

While the anguish is festering yet. 
None, none but an angel of God can declare 

** I now cai\ forgive and forget." 

But, if the bad spirit is chased from the heart. 

And the lips are in penitence steeped. 
With the wrong 'so repented the wrath will depart. 

Though scorn on injustice were heaped. 
For the best compensation is paid for all ill. 

When" the cheek with contrition is wet ; 
And every one feels it is possible still. 

At once to forgive and forget. 

To forget ? It is hard for a man with a mind. 

However his heart may forgive. 
To blot out all perils and dangers behind. 

And but for the future to live ; 
Then how shall it be ? for at every turn 

Recollection the spirit will fret. 
And the ashes of injury smoulder and bum, 

Though we strive to forgive and forget. 

Oh, hearken ? my tongue shall the riddle unseal. 

And mind shall be partner with heart. 
While thee to thyself I bid conscience reveal, 

And show thee how evil thou art ; 
Remember thy follies, thy sins, and— thy crimes. 

How vast is that infinite debt ! 
Yet Mercy hath seven by seventy times 

Been swift tq fprgive and forget. 

Brood not on insults or injuries old. 

For thou art injurious too — 
Count not the sum till the total is told. 

For thou art unkind and untrue : ' 
And if all thy. harms are forgotten, forgiven. 

Now mercy with justice is met. 
Oh, who would not gladly take lessons of Heaven, 

Nor learn to forgive and forget ? 



Yes, yes, let a man when his enemy weeps, 

Be quick to receive him a friend ; 
For thus on his head in kindness he heaps 

Hot coals — to refine and amend ; 
And hearts that are Christian more eagerly yearn. 

As a nurse on her innocent pet. 
Over lips that, once bitter, to penitence turn. 

And whisper, forgive and forget. 



The Power of a Mother's liove. 

Infinite wisdom and goodness implanted in the 
mother's bosom a mother's love, and gave her 
strength to endure great toils and suflferings in 
times of trouble, to benefit and bless her child- 
ren, as the following historical anecdote will 
show : 

Among the " lofty deeds and daring high," 
which stamped the early years of our countay 
as its heroic age, I well remember reading a 
thrilling incident that occurred in the State of 
Vermont — an incident which 1 have often called 
to mind, as an admirable illustration of the gi- 
gantic power of a mother's love, when summon- 
ed to meet a terrible emergency. A family, 
consisting of the parents and eleven children, 
whose place of residence was a distant outpost, . 
were one day surprised by the fierce war-whoop 
of a party of Indians ; and ere escape could be 
eflfected,' the murderous tomahawk was bran 
dished over the heads of the defenceless house- 
hold, and cruelly bathed in the blood of the 
father. The children were tiien secured as cap- 
tives, and the victorious band were soon on 
their way to their forest homes, leaving the af- 
flicted mother behind, as not worth the trouble 
of taking. But her aflfections were too closely ' 
twined aroimd all that was dear to her, to sufiex 
them to be thus snapped in a moment; and 
though somewhat advanced in years,' she deter- 
mined to rescue her children from the cruel fate 
awaiting them, or share herself their tortures 
and their death. She followed the Indian trail 
as they disappeared in the woods ; and when a^t 
length they encamed on the banks of a river, 
she breasted its troubled waves, and standing 
before her enemies, begged that one little child 
might be spared to her. The Indians gave it to 
her in derision, for the sake of witnessing her 
struggles in conveying the burden over the wide 
and rapid stream. Joyfully the mother took the 
recovered child, and buflfeted the waves, till her 
precious burden was safely placed on the oppo- 
site shore. But the yearnings of her mother's 
heart were not thus easily to be satisfied. A gain 
she crossed the stream, and again sued for a 
little one ; and for the same reason her prayer 
was granted. And thus this heroic mother strug- 
gled and buflfeted with the waves, time after 
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time, till she had borne away the last of her 
precious charge, and placed him safe on the op* 
posite shore. 

And what will not a mother's love accom- 
plish? What task is so severe— what suffering 
80 intense — ^what risk so daring, as to defy her 
invincible ardor or repress the gushing springs 
of her affection, when a beloved child is to be 
saved from disgrace, or rescued from suffering 1 



JTJYENILEJEPARTMENT. 

*« All thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy childrefi.*' 



A Genuine Philanthropist. 

The Island of Bona is a small and very rocky 
spot of land, lying between the isle of Sky and 
the mainland of Applecross, and is well known 
to mariners for the rugged and dangerous na- 
ture of its coast. There is a famous place of 
refuge at its north-western extremity, called the 
** Muckle Harbor," of very diflBicult access, 
however, which, strange to say, is easier en- 
tered at night than during the day. At the ex- 
tremity of this hyperborean solitude is the resi- 
dence of a poor old vvddow, whose lonely cot- 
tage is called " the lighthouse," from the fact 
that she uniformly keeps a lamp burning in her 
little window at night. By keeping this light 
and the entrance of the harbor open, a strange 
vessel may enter with the greatest safety. Dur- 
ing the silent watches of the night the window 
may be seen, like Noma to the Fitful Head, 
trimming her little lamp with oil, fearful that 
some frail bark may perish through her neglect ; 
and for this she receives no manner of remune- 
ratioh— -it is pure and uhmingled philanthropy. 
The poor woman's kindness does not rest even 
here, for she is unhappy until the benumbed 
and shivering mariner comes ashore to share 
her little board, and recruit himself at her glow- 
ing and cheerful fire, and she can seldom be 
prevailed upon to accept of any reward. She 
has saved more lives than Davy's belt, and 
thousands of pounds to the underwriters. This 

Cr creature, in her younger days, witnessed 
husband struggling with the waves,, and 
swallowed up by Ae remorseless billows— 
** In sight of home and friends that longed to save. ' ' 
This circumstance seems to have prompted he* 
present devoted and solitary life, in which her 
only enjoyment is doing good. — Inverness Cour. 

Difficulties. 

Be not discouraged on account of difficulties. 
The hill which appears steep and precipitous in 
the distance, becomes an easy ascent on a near 
aK)roach. Looking the tiger steadily in the 
eye will cause him to quail before you. So dif- 
ficulties steadily looked in the face and energeti- 
cally met, will vanish. 

When you have an opportunity to praise, do 
it with all your heart : when forced to censure, 
^ it mildly— with Chri^an regard. 



The Bible better than Gold. 

My little friends, do you think it is true that 
the Bible is better than gold ? I think it is— and 
I heard a little boy about six years old, the 
other day, say he thought as he was sitting at 
the table of his parents, when the conversation 
turned upon jewelry. His another said she had 
no kind of gold jewelry ; when the little boy 
spoke, and said " mother, you have got some- 
thing better." I asked him what it was. And 
what do%you think he said? He answered, " the 
Bible is better than gold." And this is true. 
The Bible is bettSr than silver or gold. And 
why is it better 1 I will tell you. The Bible is 
the word of God. He gave it us, that we might 
read and understand it. It infqrms us that God 
is our heavenly Father — ^that he loves little 
children — that he loves to have them b'nd to 
each other — obedient to their parents — studious 
at school, and loving to all. He says in his 
word, thou shalt not swQar ; thou shalt not 
steal ; but remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth. Youth, then, is the time to re- 
member our Creator. But why is it the time? 
If we remember our Creator while we are 
yoimg, it will t6ach us to read the Bible ; and 
by reading the Bible we shall learn that the 
" fear of the Lord is clean enduring forever ; 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righte- 
ous altogether : more to be desired are they 
than ^oW." Then, my little friends, may you 
remember what this little boy said to his mo- 
ther, viz: "The Bible is better than gold." 
Will you remember it ? J. M. U. 



Two boys going home one day, found a box 
in the road, and disputed who was the finder. 
They fought a whole afternoon without com- 
ing to a decision. At last they agreed to di- 
■vide the contents equally ; but on opening the 
box, lo and behold ! it was empty. Few wars 
have been more profitabU than this to the par- 
ties concerned. 

If you try to do what is right and do not 
succeed, try again and again, till you do suc- 
ceed. Many a good eflfort is lost for want of 
perseverance. 
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Clara^s Pictmre. 

BY JULIA A. FLETCHER. 

" Oh, mother," said Clara Deane, springing 
eagerly forward to meet her parent's kind ca- 
ress, as she returned from Sabbath School, 
" see this picture which my teacher has given 
me!" She held in her hand a card, on whioh 
the picture was neatly painted, and with a radi- 
.ant smile on her young lips she presented it to 
her mother, that she too might look at it and 
share her joy. 

Clara's mother was one of those who, not 
only send their ahildren to the Sabbath School, 
but often go with them there, and also ask them 
of their lessons on their fetum. She had now 
been sick for some time, and could not ^o with 
her little girl, but she was very glad to hsten to 
the earnest voice of the child, as she told of hei 
kind teacher, and repeated her instructions. 

lliking her little girl in her lap she kissed her 
fondly, and asked, " what is this pretty picture, 
Clara 1 Can you explain it to me?" 

** Oh, yes, mother," said Clara, eagerly, 
" my teacher told me all about it ; it is the Se]> 
mon on the Mount. See, that one in the centre, 
— ^the one who is talking to the rest is our Sa- 
vior, and his disciples are standing all around 
him. See, they are all there — one, two, three, 
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve ; — every one of them. How earnestly 
they listen to him." 

" Cmi Clara tell me the names of all these 
twelve 1" asked her mother. 

** Oh, yes mother, I learned them at Sabbath 
School — Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew. James the son of— — 
of — I can't think of that now, mother ! 

" Alpheus," said her mother. 

** Oh, yes, mother, that is it — James the son 
of Alpheus, Thadeus,-and Simon the Canaanite, 
and that wicked Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him." 

** Very well, Clara, I did not think you would 



remember all those hard words," said her mo* 
ther. 

" Oh, I can learn' almost any thing if my 
teacher wishes me to ; she is so good, and I 
love her so well. I tiy so hard, when she gives 
me a difficult lesson." 

** But oug^t you not to try, when you know 
it is right, even if you did not love your teacher," 
asked Clara's mother, with a very serious, 
though a kind look. 

Clara hesitated, and then answered very 
jslowly, " Why, yes, mother, I suppose I ought 
— ^but — it would not be so easy I" 

** Certainly not, my dear, Jesus himself says> 
* If any one love me he will keep my words ;' 
thus plainly teaching that it is easier to remem- 
ber and obey the words of one v^rho is dear to 
us. But you should nevftr love your teacher so 
weU as to forget to love the truth she teaches. 
l«ove those who teach you of Jesus as well as 
you may ; yet always remember to love Jesus 
more." 

•* Mother," said Clara thoughtfully , ** I wish 
I had been alive when our Savior y^^& on earth ; 
then I could have seen him, and listened as his 
disciples did. See, here in the pirture, how 
earnestly they listen to every word he speaks, 
and they even watch his lips as he talks with 
them. Oh, how much they must love him." 

*< They did indeed, Clara, but they had no 
more cause to love him than we have. He 
speaks to us as he spoke to them, and his pure 
life and martyr death were for us, as they were 
for them. The beautiful * Sermon on the Mount' 
is written upon the pages of God's holy book, 
and we can read again and again the same so- 
lemn words, to which the disciples listened so 
eagerly. I do not wonder, my daughter, at 
your wish, but advise you to try that it may be 
granted." 

" Why, mother, how can I see our Savior 
here?" 

** You can see him, Clara, as * the pure in 
heart see God,' by learning to do His will and 
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to feel His presence. Try every day to live 
more nearly as he did, and whenever you look 
at jthis little picture, remember that though you 
^may not come pear to him as the disciples did, 
yet you can come very near to him in spirit." 



Mjr Mother. 

I must not tease my mother. 

For she is very kind ; 
And ever^ thing she says to me, 
' I must directly mind. 

For when I was a baby, 
And could not speak or walk. 

She let me in her bosom sleep. 
And tanght me how to talk. 

I mast not tease my mother ; 

And when she lik^s to read. 
Or has the headache, I will step 

Quite silently indeed. 

I will not choose a noisy play. 

Nor trifling troubles tell. 
But sit down quiet by her side. 

And try to make her well. 

The Robin. 

A beautiful pair of robins began to build 
their nest in the spring of 1841, on the northern 
part of Mount Auburn Cemetery, and had pro- 
ceeded in their united pleasant work but a Jittle, 
when the male robin, flying over the cemetery 
fence for building materials, was shot at in the 
public road by a collegian, and was killed. 

The widowed mate, on different branches of 
the tree, made pitiable meanings at her loss [^ 
and picked up but a scanty supply of food for 
the remainder bf the season ; she occasionally 
continued her work on the nest until it was 
completed, when she deposited three eggs in 
it, but which Hvere never hatched. 

She was lonely and melancholy, although 
often beset by other robins to join in their 
sports and gambols, and to partake of their joys 
and pleasures; if they approached too near 
with any of their familiarities, she would>drhre 
them off with true virtuous indignation; this 
was seen by the gate-keeper many times during 
the season ; at the close of which she departed 
with the other robins. 

What pleasure can be enjoyed by any one in 
^destroying a robin — or, indeed, any other bird 
whose notes of joy and gladness add so much 
to the pleasures of our life, and to the rural 
scenery of nature ? Oh, kill not the singing 
birds, whose fragile frame cannot give one feast 
to an infant, but m hose music would feast the 
ear of thousands with pleasure and delight. 



The Verbena. 

BT MISS JULIA A. FLETCHER. 

It was the gift of childhood, and I loved, 
The starlike beanty of its crimson flowers • 
More that affection sanctified the gift. 

I did not deem that it would pass away, ' 
Amid its delicate beauty, but had looked 
Onward to future years, that it would bloom 
In blessing on my way. Week followed week, 
I tended it with care and still it grew 
More lovely day by day. 

But other duties came, and other thoughts 
Banished the tiny floweret from my mind ; 
Or if by chance remembered now and then, 
'Twas to bestow a momentary look, 
Perhaps to water it with hasty hand 
And turn away to more engrossing cares. 

At length I saw it withering, then the thought 
That it had fallen a victim to neglect 
Came o'er my mind reproachfully, I strove 
To win it back to life with nursing kind 
^And constant watchfulness, but still it grew 
More weak and pale until at length it died. 

Amid the radiant summer hours it passed 
In loveliness away, and when I saw 
' Its drooping leaves hang on the withering stem, 
I well resolved to heed the warning given. 



Early Training to do Good. 

Rev. Dr. Alexander, in his speech before the 
Sabbath Scholar's Assoeiation, concisely and 
happily stated the benefits of cuUivating earfy 
habits of benevolence. ** The reason," said he, 
" we take children and form them into a Sab- 
bath School, is, because their minds are ductile. 
We take the clay when it is impressible, and do 
no^ wait till it has hardened. By training these 
children now, they may, like thrifty nurslings, 
bear fruit first on the tender stalk, and so thro' 
all their growth on every branch and twig, till • 
the full-grown tree is covered. We would not 
have them wait till maturity, or old age, before 
they begin to yield." 



The Welcome Back. 

Sweet is the hour that brings us home. 

Where all will spring to meet us ; 
Where hands are striving as we come. 

To be the first to greet us. 
When the world hath spent its frown and wrath. 

And care been sorely pressing, 
'Tis sweet to turn from our roving path, ' 

And find a fireside blessing. 
Oh, joyfully dear is the homeward track. 
If we are but sure of a welcome back. 
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Harry and Old Rover, 

** Harry, that was very wrong ! How could 
yo^ strike old Rovejrl" 

'* Because he stepped on my kite with his big 
heavy foot, and like to made a hole in it," re- 
plied the boy, a lad, of ten years old ; who had 
been reproved by his mother for striking a faith- 
ful old house dog. 

"But Rover did not do it on purpese. He 
did not mean to break your kite." 

" I don't suppose he did. But he had no bu- 
siness to tread on my kite. He's big enough to 
know better, I should think, and old enough, 
too."*. 

" He's old eiiough to be a very wise dog, 
Harry ; and so I think he is — much wiser as a 
dog, than you are as a boy. If he had been as 
foolish and passionate a dog as you are a boy, 
• he would have turned round and bit you, in- 
stead of walking off as he did with a look of 
grief at your baid treatment. 1 am sorry that 
you should treat old Rover unkindly — you of all 
others." 

"Why me of all others, mother?" . 
" Have I never told you how Rover saved 
your life?" 

" No ! How was it mother? When did he 
save my life ? Tell me." 

" Are you not sorry you struck the faithful 
old dog?" 

" Yes, I »m ; I was a naughty boy. But tell 
me hew he saved my life, mother." 

" You were once a very httle boy, just like 
your dear brother Willy. It was in the sum- 
mer time, just as it is liow, and you used to run 
about in the garden, and gatherflowers and pick 
fruit, and sometimes lie down and fall asleep 
upon the grass. Rover was younger then ; and 
a fine, large, active dog. He was very fond of 
^ou ; and when you Were out alone at play he 
would always keep with you, as if he were 
afraid you might get into danger. 

" One day you went into the garden with 
your little basket, and gathered it full of flow- 
ers. Rover was asleep on the other side of the 
house, and did not see you go out. I was look- 
ing from the window, and all at once I saw 
Rover start up and come running into the house. 
He acted as if one had called him. After run- 
ning through all the rooms below, I heard his 
big feet on the stairs. He came up with two 
or three heavy bounds. Entering ilito my room, 
he looked all around, and then tip into my face. 
" Where's Harry, Rover?" I said, for the 
thought of you came instantly into my mind. 
" Go and find him, sir." 

" The dog understood me. He turned short 
away, sprang down stairs, and out into the gar- 
den. I followed him ; for I felt strangely con- 
cerned about you. As I approached me lower 
part of the garden, I heard Rover growling, and 
soon saw him shaking something in his mouth 



with great violence, while the hair of his body 
stood out straight, stiflf like bristles. Close b^ 
side him, you lay sleeping calmly on a bank. 
You may suppose I was almost horror struck, 
when I came near enough, to see a venomous 
snake in Rover's mouth. The faithful dog had, 
doubtless, saved your life. And you — ah Harry ; 
think of it — you have been so thoughttess and 
cruel as to strike Rover !" 



ReTerence for the Agred. 

A gentleman was once passing through a 
village, and happened to see a poor, feeble old 
woman let her stick fall, and stand a moment in 
perplexity, not knowing whether she dared to 
stoop to pick it up or attempt to reach her home ' 
without it. Just by the spot where the acci- 
dent happened, a grouj) of boys were pla3ring 
at marbles ; some of them took no notice, others 
rudely marked the poor old woman's distress ; 
but one kind-hearted la4 threw down his mar- 
bles, ran to her assistance and helped her into 
her house. She thanked him, and said, " God 
Almighty '3 blessing be updn you, for your kind- 
ness to a poor old woman !" The gentleman 
saw and heard the whole, and made inquiry af- 
ter the lad, in whom he felt deeply interested. 
He found that he was already in the Sunday 
School, and, in all probability, had there learnt 
the Scriptures, that inculcute reverence to the 
aged. From that time he had him instructed 
in writing and accounts at an evening school ; 
when old enough assisted in apprenticing him, 
and in course of time had the satisfoction of 
seeing him a respectable and flourishing trades- 
man. 

I recollect his mentioning the circumstance 
as soon as he came home ; he then said he 
thought that the boy discovered the rudiments 
of a good» character, and that he should be 
greatly disappointed if he did. not turn out one 
whom it would be a credit and satisfaction to 
have put forward in life; after years fully 
proved that his opinion was correct. 



A Beautifal Thought, 

Childhood is like a mirror, catching and re- 
flecting images all around it. Remember that 
an impious or profane thought, uttered by a 
parent's lip, may operate upon a young heart 
like a careless spray of water thrown upon po- 
lished steel — staining jt with rust, which no 
after effort can remove. 



Patience and perseverance will surmount all 
obstacles. Make these your companions, and 
you will fast rise in intelligence, influence, and 
usefulness, above the crowd who are content to 
be ignorant." 
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The Mom^nier. 

"It is very lonely, mamma, murmured a 
fair-haired, lovely girl, as she rested upon a 
sofa one evening, " it is very lonely now, and 
the night seemed very long; Shall I never 
see pap?i any more 1" 

" Ye^ my love, you will see him again in a 
brighter world than this.*' 

."But this is a fair world," 'said the little 
girl ; " I love to run and play in the warm sun- 
shine, ,and pick the water-cresses from the 
brook ; and when the weather is a little warm- 
er, I shall go and gather the blue-eyed violet, 
that pa said was like me." ^ 

" Too like, I fear," said the mother, as the 
' crystal tear-drop trembled on tHe drooping lid ; 
" but, my dear child, there is a fairer world 
than this, where the flowers never fade ; where 
clouds never hide the light of that glorious 
sky ; for the glory of Him, whose name is 
love, beams brightly and^orever in those golden 
courts ; the trees that grow on the banks of the 
river which waters that blessed place, never 
fade as they do in this world ; and when friends 
meet there, they will be parted no more, but 
will sing hymns of praise to God and the Laiiib 
forever." 

" And- shall I, go that happy place when I 
die," said the child, " and wiU you go with 
me?" 

" Yes," said tKe mother, " we shallboth go 
in Grod's own time ; when he calls us from tWs 
life, we shall dwell forever in his presence." 

It was a little while, and the mother bent 
over the g^rave of this little frail flower of in- 
tellect, withered by the untimely frosts of death ; 
but was she alone, when in the twihght shades 
she sat upon the grassy mound, where the deep 
and yearning hopes of that fond heart were 
gathered in oblivious silence 1 O no I The soft 
and silvery tones of buried love whispered in 
the breexe, that lifted the drooping flowers, 
' overcharged with the dewy tears of night. The 
diamond stars, that one by one came forth upon 
their shining watch, seemed beaming with the 
light of that deathless flame, which burned un- 
dimmed upon the inmost shrine of her heart ; 
and she enjoyed, in the hdly hours of solitude, 
that communion of pure spirits, which exalted 
faith alone can bestow. 



'to attend to this branch with satisfaction to the 
schools. 

All the instruction books used in our denomi* 
nation may be found at the office of the Gos- 
pel Teacher. Also, 

I. Just published, the Sunday School An- 
nual for 184^ This work is interesting to all> 
but especially to the young, for whom it was 
prepared, rrice 62 1-2 cents. 

II. Gift from Julia. This is a new work, by 
one of our most successful writers for children. 
Price 31 cents. 

III. Little Hymns ' and Pictures for Little 
Readers. This is a small book of 32 pages, 
and illustrated by about twenty engravings. 

IV. The Sunday School Teacher's Class 
Book. This book was prepared and published 
agreeably to a vote of the Sabbath School Ab- 
sociation, and under the supervision of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Association. It is just 
the work which is wanted in our Sunday 
Schobls. It is simple in its arrangement-, and 
will be a great help to Superintendents and 
Teachers. Will our friends try it? 

V. Sets of Sabbath School Cards. These 
cards are designed for small children in our 
Sunday Schools. They will be found much 
more convenient and useful than question books. 

VI. A series of Sunday School Tracts. One 
to Parents, one to Teachers, and two to Chil- 
dren. These tracts cannot fail to do ^eat good 
to the Sunday School cause, if liberally circu- 
lated. In order that they may be circulated 
freely, they are put at the low price of one * 
thousand pages for one dollar. 

The subscriber will also keep the Univer- 
salist publications constantly on hand and for 
sale, at the lowest cash prices. His particular 
attention will generally be turned to the Sun- 
day School interests. Will not the friends fa- 
vor him with a portion of their patronage. 

J. M. USHER, 
^ 25 Comhill, Boston. 



Ifotice to Sabbath Schools* 

Those Sabbath Schools who are soon to pur- 
chase additions to their libraries, can be sup- 
plied by sending their orders to the publisher 
of the Gospel Teacher, 25 Cornhill, Boston. 
A catalogue of the books now in the library 
should be sent, and the amount to be expended 
specified. Any books not wanted may be re- 
turned. The subscriber's acquaintance with 
Sabbath Schools and their wants, enables him 



Keep out of his way.— «A Fable < 

A young fox asked his father if he could not 
teach him some trick to defeat the dogs, if he* 
should fall in with them. The father had grown 
grey in a long life of depredation and danger^ 
and his scars bore witness to his narrow es- 
capes in the chase, or his less honorable en- 
counters with the faithful guardians of the hen- 
roost. He replied with a sigh, " After all my 
experience, I am forced to confess that the best 
trick is — to keep out of their way." 

The safest mode of dealing with a quarrel- 
some person is, to keep out of his way. 

Love to God can never be selfish. The fact 
of danger, the hope of reward, can never 
awaken it. There is but one truth that can 
call it forth — the truth, that God first loved us. 
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ORIGINAL. 

Stories abomt the Reformation* 

BY REV. G-. t?OLl.INSv 

CHAP* I* 

** Cortie, my son, set down by my side this 
Evening, and I will tell you some stories about 
the Reformation and Refonners. 

** Reformation, father, what is that ?" 

"I will tell you. About three hundred and 
fifty years ago, before Columbus came to this 
^country, all the people in Europe were Roman 
i3atholic&. There was but one church, and 
that was the Catholic Church. Tj^e bishop of 
Rome, generally known as the Pope of Rome, 
was the ruler of it. 

" What does Pope mean?" 

" It meonsfathef-. The popes lived in the 
city of Rome. The people believed that he 
could not do wtong. They believed what he 
said mii^t be true^ and most always did just as 
he wanted them to do. If any one said a word 
against him, or did not believe what he said, he 
was in danger of being killed— ^put to death !" 

" Did the popes ever kill any body, father?" 

*' Not with tbeir own hands ; but they sent 
armies to kill people, which was just as bad as 
if they had done it themselves. Many of the 



popes were very bad men : they lived in large 
and beautiful houses, called palaces, and used 
to do many wicked acts, but the people did not 
know it, and if any one told them they could 
not believe it; for when the popes showed 
themselves, they were dressed so fine, looked 
so very pious, and prayed so much, that the 
people thought they were perfect. So afraid 
was everybody of them that even kings, who 
were very rich, and had thousands of soldiers, 
were obliged to obey them." 

"But, father,* why did not the kings fight 
against them V ' 

** The soldiers, my son, were more afraid of 
the popes than they Were of their kings. If 
the pope told the soldiers that they must not 
obey the king, they did not, and then the king 
was left alone* You will understand me better 
after I have told you a short story about one of 
these k^ng«." 

" O do, father, I like to hear you tell about 
kings.'^ 

** Kings ate but men, my son. There was a 
great king in Germany about eight hundred 
years ago, named Henry IV* He was made 
king when a small boy>" 

** O, father, how could he Jiave been a great 
king when he was a little boy?" 

** His body was not very large perhaps, but 
he had a great deal of money, and a large num- 
ber of soldiers ; and he reigned over a large 
country. These things made him a great king. 
When he was young he ^cted very wickedly, 
spending his time in drinking, gambling, and 
liunting. He was so foolish as to employ the 
priests to do his business. Thesepriests were 
hired by a pope called Gregory VTI, or Hilde- 
braiid. They used to persuade the king to do 
wrong, and neglect his duty to his people, that 
they might have more power, and get his mo- 
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ney. After many years, when he had become 
a man, he was sorry for his bad actions, and 
wished to do better. This the priests did nof 
like. They knew if Henry became good and 
attended to "his own business, they would not 
be- able to gel any more of his money, and 
would be pmiished for many things they had 
done. About this time Henry made war against 
the 'Saxons, a nati9n then living in Europe. 
He destroyed their army, and took nearly all 
their great men prisoners. These he sent into 
different countries^ The Saxons, after being 
80 cruelly used, asked pope Gregory to help 
them and punish Henry. This pope was not a 
Yeiy good man : he was proud, selfish, and 
stubborn. He did not care much about the 
Saxons, but he wished to get some of Henry's 
money and power. So Gregory commanded 
Henry to come to Rome and defend himself 
against what the Saxons had said. Henry, be- 
ing a great king, was too proud to obey, and 
being angry, determined to make war against 
Gregory. But Gregory told Henry's soldiers 
not to obey their king. The soldiers obeyed 
the pope, and left Henry alone, without money 
and without friends. In this slate of aftairs he 
was glad to go to Rome for the purpose of ask 
ing the pope's pardon. He went in the winter 
(on foot) with his wife and Kttle son. They 
were all three dressed like poor people. When 
he got to Rome he was obliged to stand three 
days before the gate of the palace in which the 
pope lived, before he was permitted to enter. 
And before he could get pardoned, he lay down 
on the floor, and let the pope tread upon liis 
neck." 

" I understand now, father, why the kings 
do not fight. But did the pope treat all the kings 
sol" ' . 

" No. Once in a great while the kings were 
able to punisli the pope." 

" Wat king Henry ever able to revenge him- 
self?" 

" No. When his soldiers heard how severely 
Gregory ^ad used their king, they repented for 
having deserted him, and came to him and pro- 
mised to obey him. They were also, for once, 
very angry at the pope. They came in such 
numbers that Henry soon found himself at the 
head of a large army. With them he marched 
to Rome, took the city, and drove the pope into 
a strong castle, where he was kept three years 
as a prisoner. Henry then caused another pope 
to be chosen, called Clement!" 

** But did Gregory ever get out of prison?" 

" Yes. Robert Guiscard, a celebrated war- 
rior, released him after Henry had returned to 
Germany. He died soon after. I told you that 
many of these popes were very bad men : among 
their other crimes they would not "allow the 

people to read the Bible, and told them it was 1 1 am done telling about the Reformation. To 
not a good book for them." | enable you to understand what 1 say, T must tell 



" What made them do so, father?" 

** Because the popes pretended that nobody 
could understand the Scriptures but themselves^ 
They pretended to be very good also ; and they 
knew if the people read for themselves, they 
would no longer believe what the priests said. 
The popes and priests pretended, also, to have 
pieces of the cross on which Christ was cruci- 
fied. They showed bits of rags, and said they 
were pieces of our Savior's clothes. They had 
some blood and water in a vial, and they told 
^he people that it came from the side of Christ 
when the soldier pierced him, as he hung on 
the cross, and many such things. They called 
them relics. They told the people that these 
relics possessed great. power; and the people 
knew no better than to believe, and sometimes 
gave a great deal just to see them. The priests 
frequently sold them to the people at a very 
high price, and told them if they kept these 
relics with them, nothing would hurt them, and 
they would never be sick. In this manner the 
people were robbed of their property. There 
were many good people, also, who gave gold 
and silver to the Church that the priests might 
distribute it to the poor. But the priests kept 
it for themselves, so the poor did not get it." 

** But, father, did'nt no one tell the people 
how badly the priests used them ?" ' 

" Very few dared to, though many wished to. 
About ninety years before the Reformation, two 
men (Huss and Jerome) told them, but they 
were both burnt for it." 

"Who were the' kings, fether? Why did 
not they punish the priests?" 

" One question at a time, my son. There 
were several great kir^s in Europe at the time 
of the Reformation. The king of Germany, or 
rather the emperor of Germany." 

** What is an emperor?" 

" A king reigns over one nation, an emperor 
reigns ever several nations." 

** An emperor, then, is greater than a king?" 

'* Yes. The emperor of Grermany w^as Maxi- 
milian. He was a very old man ; he died soon 
after the Reformation commenced, when a 
young man, twenty-two years old, was chosen 
emperor. His name was Charles. Francis I. 
was king of France ; Henry VIII. was king of 
England; Solyman I. was in Turkey. Soly- 
man was a great warrior, and was called * The 
Magnificent.'" 

** Who was pope at that time?" 

" Leo X. These were all very wise men, 
and good rulers for those times, and great war- 
riors. Five such wise men were never kings 
at one time in Europe." 

** Father, tell me some stories about them." 

" Not now ; but I will tell about them before 
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yoa something of another man "who was wiser, 
and knew more than all these kings/' 
** Who was it?'* What was hia name?" 
** Martin Luther. But you must retire now, 
my son ; I will tell tell you about Martin Lu- 
ther another time." 



Addresses 

Spoken at the recent Sunday School Exhibition, 

in thk. Universalist Church in Eoccbury. 

I. To Parents add Gnardians* 

BY S. JORDAN. 

, Beloved Parents and Guardians : — 

Our teachers deem it proper, that you should 
*be addressed upon this occasion, and I have 
been chosen to perform this part of our evening 
exercises. I feel diffident, as you perceive, for 
I am not accustomed to speak before so many 
people. I should not venture upon this stand, 
were I not sure that you would regard me with 
affection rather than with the eye of criticism. 
The children belonging to this* Sabbath 
School feel very grateful towards you for your 
care and kindness. They wish me to thank 
you, in th^ir behalf, for the much you have 
done fo supply their wants and make them com- 
fortable and happy. It was you who watched 
over us in our infancy. From your hands we 
receive our food. You have clothed us and pro- 
vided comfortable homes for us. For most of 
our youthful enjoj^ments we are indebted to 
you. It was your regard for us which provided 
us with the benefit of the Common School ; 
and it is you who supported our Sabbath School 
80 liberally — who built that convenient vestry, 
and furnished our excellent library. For aU 
these blessings and privileges we thank you. 
Especially do we feel grateful for the benefiti^ 
of the Sabbath School. Our teachers tell us, 
and we are sure they would not deceive us, that 
the influence of a Sabbath School, if rightly 
improved by us, will shield us from the temp- 
tations of after years ; and, while it will impel 
us in the path of virtue, will at the same time 
afford us comfort and peace. We believe that 
if we love our school as we ought, and give 
heed to the instructions of our teachers, we 
shall, if we live, become good men and women. 
We have read that a large patt of the bad men 
and women confined in prison never enjoyed, 
when, young, the benefits of the Sabbath school. 
No such good influences were thrown around 
them. Sonie of them never attended any school. 
When we remember this, we ought to pity 
rather than despise them ; and we ought to feel 
that if we were to do as they have done, we 
should commit a far greater sin than' they are 
guilty of. Right and duty have been taught us, 
and we have been admonished of the wrong. 
We shall try to follow the good instruction f 



our teachers. We are certain that you, our pa- 
rents and guardians, are very anxious that we 
should do so. Nothing would give you greater 
pain than to know that we shall become vicious 
men and women, and thus hlast your fond anti- 
cipations, and disgrace you by criminal conduct. 
You pray that we may be virtuous and happy, 
and in after life realize to you the bright hopes 
you now cherish. We ask you, then, to aid 
and encourage us, that we may derive all the 
benefit possible from our Sabbath School. We 
often feel the need of your cheering words, for 
we are young and easily discouraged. We 
wish you would help us to learn our lessons at 
home, and question us, at the close of each 
Sabbath, about the recitations of the day. We 
think that in this way our lessons would be 
more clearly impressed upon our minds, and 
that we should remember them longer, and 
think of them more frequently. It would also 
afford us encouragement if you would visit our 
school oftener. We want to see you there, to 
be convinced that you not only approve of the 
school, but take a deep interest in our moral 
and religious instruction. We have heard of a 
celebrated American senator who, on being 
highly complimented for a speech which he de- 
livered in Congress, replied that if he did suc- 
ceed in his effort, he owed his success to his 
mother, for it was a knowledge of her presence 
which kindled his intellciCt into its highest acti- 
vity. We know, young as we are, how he was 
inspired by the presence of his mother. The 
presence of our mothers in the Sabbath School 
would exert a similar influence upon us ; he, 
therefore, invited them to come as often as con- 
venient ; and if our fathers can accompany 
them, their presence will be equally inspiring 
and welcome. I can think of nothing more to 
say to you , and so will conclude by expressing 
the hope that our evening exercises may not 
only piove interesting, i)ut awaken a new in- 
terest in our Sabbath School, and foim an era 
in its history. 

II. To the Scholars. 

BY L. TOLMAN. 

Beloved Companions : My teacheis wishes me 
to address you. I have no great or wise things 
to say, and as vou do not expect such things 
from me, I shall not disoppoint you. I thought 
I would speak about our Sabbath School, a 
subject in which I am, sure you take a deep in- 
terest. Since our last exhibition it has pros- 
pered finely. Our parents have manifested an 
interest in it. Our teachers have been devoted, 
and our numbers have gradually increased. The 
school is now quite prosperous, and we wish it 
may continue so.. But have we not something 
to do to secure this wished for success ? I think 
so. I think much depends upon ourselves. In 
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the first place, we ought to make it a rule 
never to be absent from school unless sickness, 
or some such cause, prevents us. We exert 
an influence over each other ; and if one be- 
gins to feel indifferent about going to school, 
he will soon make others feel so. Older folks 
than ourselves dp not like to go to meeting to 
sit in a half-filled church ; and some even slay 
at home just because so few go to meeting. 
They say, ** our meeting-house looks so cheer- 
less, I guess I'll stay at home, for I can't en- 
joy my meeting unless I can have a few neigh- 
bors sitting around me.'* Where such notions 
prevail, a church has little prospect of being 
filled, and a society's prospects are rather du- 
bious, I should think. -If each person would 
say, "I'll go to meeting and make one," it 
would appear much more reasonable; and 
better — and I think that, in a very little time, 
none would be heard complaining of the chilly 
influence of an empty church. 

Well, if a few of us should grow indiffer- 
ent about our Sabbath School, and should stay 
at home, in a short time some others would be 
beard to say^ *' I shan't go to Sabbath School 
any more; it is getting rather dull, a good many 
boys and girls stay away, and their empty 
seats look rather gloomy. " These, too, would 
stay at home, and in a little while our Sabbath 
School would stop. You see, now, how im 
portant it is that we be constant in our attend- 
ance at school. 

We should be punctual also. Some wise 
man has said that " pUnctnality is the life of 
business." It is the life of a Sabbath School, 
also. Those who come late disturb, nay, re- 
tard the exercises, and create tjon fusion in the 
school. If we wish our school to prosper, re- 
member, wt must he punctual. Tardiness, some 
one has said, is but another name for laziness ; 
and what boy or girl likes to be called lazy ? 

We nnjst not only be constant and prompt 
in our attendance at school, but we must hav« 
perfect lessons. If we always come with good 
lessons, our teachers would find much more 
pleasure in teaching us, and I think we should 
like our Sabbath School belter. We should 
be more punctual too, for we do. not usually 
» stay away f>om our school, or enter it late, if 
we know our lessons perfectly. Sometimes 
we stay away from school just because we do 
not know our lessons, and fieel ashamed to see 
our teachers. 

There are some boys and girls, older than 
I am, who don't think as much of the Sabbath 
School as they used to. They say they are 
getting too old and too large to attend it. For 
my part, I don't think I shall ever know too 
much of moral and religious truth, or ever be 
too old or too large to learn more. I hope I 
never shall; and 1 think if they would reflect 
" moment, they would see that they had not 



learned all yet, and were neither too old or too 
largeio learn more. Wisdom is older and more 
dignified than any of us, and the biggest boy 
in Roxbury would not have to stoop were he 
to make iriends with her, nor would he lose 
the respect of his companions were he to court 
her society. 

Since our last exhibition some of our num- 
ber have been called to that happy world 
which our Pastor and teachers have so oflen 
spoken to us about. Their last moments were 
made happy by the instructions they received 
at the Sabbath School. We shall never more 
meet them in our pleasant vestry, nor any 
where else upon earth. But if we are good 
and virtuou^, we shall meet them in heaven. 
Let us then love our school — practise what is 
there taught us, and grow up and become good 
men and women. We shall then reward our 
teachers for their kind labors — ^realize the 
hopes of our fond parents, and be happy our- 
selves. 

III. To the Teachers* 

BY ofORGE DAVIS. 

Respected Teachers : You are not to be for- 
gotten in this evening's exercises. The duty 
of addressing you has been assigned to me, 
and I cheerfully perform it. We feel veir 
thankful for the interest which you have mani- 
fested in our welfare, and for what you have 
done for our benefit. You are not hired to 
meet us every Sunday, and devote an hour to 
our instruction ; neither do you do this at the 
8j)ecial request of our parents, althoijgh they 
appreciate your labors, and thank you for 
them. You do this, we think, because you 
love us, and wish our welfare. We hope we 
may prove worthy of your regard. You haye 
told us that the only reward you ask is the sa- 
tisfaction of seeing us profit by your lessons, 
and become virtuous and happy. This reward 
is, indeed, to be prized, and we mean to pay 
such heed to your instruction, both in school 
and out, as to secure it to you. But we are 
young, and may not always be as respectful 
to you as we ought to be, or do just as you 
could wish us to do. Yiou must forgive our 
faults just as that good Savior, of whom you 
have so oflen told lis, forgave the faults of men . 
If we manifest a desire to do right we are sure 
you will forgive our errors, knowing them to 
be the result of ignorance rather than of an 
evil disposition. 

We have been much interested in some of 
our lessons, especially ip those upon the life 
and character of Christ. He was once a child 
like ourselves ; but he was a good and obedi- 
ent child. He grew in virtue and wisdom, 
and entered upon his great mission with a 
heart as pure as childhood's. He loved all 
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men, and it makes us happy to know that he 
loved little children like ourselves. We love 
him the more because we have been told that 
he loved such as we are. We think that were 
he again to appear on earth, or were we to be 
taken to that better world where some of our 
school mates have gone, he would lake us af- 
fectionately in his arms and bless us. With 
this thought it seems to us that we should not 
dread death much, or fear to die. We mean 
to follow your advice, and try to imitate our 
Savior. We wiih you would tell us more 
about him ; we love often to hear you speak 
of his purity, his goodness, his love, his cha- 
rity, and of his forgiving spirit. Such lessons 
make us love him more, and feel the influence 
of his goodness. There is another way to 
make us love the Savior, and to imbue otir 
hearts with his spirit ; and this way is the best 
way. I mean by example. Children, you 
know, are imitative. We do as our teachers 
and elders do in many things ; we are influ- 
enced a great deal by example ; some of your 
instructions we cannot understand until you 
explain your meaning by some every day in- 
cident with which we are familiar. The best 
way to make us love each other is to love us, 
and thus show us the beauty of love. If, then, 
you would make us charitable, the best way 
to do it would be to live him before us — to 
fhow his virtues in your own conduct. We 
shoulh then know what you meant when you 
told UB to imitate Jesus.. We feel certain that 
you will try to do this, and we hope you will 
not fihd us indiflerent scholars. We love Christ 
in precept, But Christ in example we shall love 
more. You may think these suggestions some- 
what forward for one so young as myself to 
make. But most children that attend Sabbath 
School have such thoughts as. these. They 
are, in somethings, wiser than their elders sup- 
pose. I thought I would say this, that both 
parents and teachers might be more cautious 
how they speak and act before us. We some- 
times observe in silence what our superiors 
little think we notice. Having eyes, We see, 
and ears, we hear; and having inquiring, ac- 
tive minds too, we understand. 



Religioas Gems. 

It is no great matter to live lovingly with 
the good natured, with humble and meek per- 
sons ; but he that can do so with the immoral, 
with the wilfuj and ignorant, with the peevish 
and perverse, he only liath true charity. 

Temporal crowns and kingdoms ^pould not 
make a rest for saints. As they were not re- 
deemed with so low a price, neither are they 
endowed with so low a nature. 
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To Parents. • 

Talk as we may of those strict laws of our 
grandmothers and grandfathers, that forbid 
one of the children to stray from the door- 
stone on the Sabbath, and that summoned the 
family afler tea from oldest to youngest, to re- 
hearse the weekly Sabbath lesson, or receive 
precept on precept of practical religion,— who 
that looks abroad on the Sabbath Day now, 
beholding young men and women patrolling 
the streets as on holidays, will not say, We wish 
those times were our times ! 

A burst of wild laughter and an appearance 
of coarse merriment, from a group of young 
men or large boys near our dwelling on Sab- 
bath evening, carried us in thought to their 
hoifnes. We saw no happy mother with her 
sons and daughters seated around her, no fa- 
ther with the old worn Bible, opened before 
him. We doubted if those young men were 
familiar wjth the instructions, the priceless 
truths of the Bible, or even with its stories. 
We are aware that very many lift Up their 
voices against the * authority,' the * piety,' the 
'catechising' of former times, but we say let 
our young men be thoroughly instructed at home, • 
in duties and principles of religion. The Sab- 
bath School is oflen forsaken by boys and 
girls at the very time of life when they would 
best understand, and appreciate, tfnd most need 
the influence and fortification of decided reli* 
gious principle. We believe one leading rea- 
son of this sad fact is the entire absence of 
religious instruction at home. 

Call ye yourselves Christians? Have you 
comfort in the hopes, consolation and peace, 
in the promises of theGosfiel of Christ? Why 
then, will you not lead your sons and daugh- 
ters in the way of peace, to the fountain of 
hope, ere the dreadful day of temptation and 
trial, perhaps sin, shall estrange them froda you 
and from God ? Call ye yourselves Universa- 
lists? Is your faith merely an opposition to 
partiallsm ? or, is it a living power within you 
—a living, active power and principle that re- 
ally saves you from present sin and tempta- 
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lion? If the latter, how can you withhold 
such power from your children, who are more 
liable to sin than you, who will meet fourfold 
more temptation^ all witliout your exp^ence. 

Have they Deen, or are they now in the 
dabbath School ? ^nd is one hour each Sab- 
bath — ^fiAy-two hours in the year, sufficient, 
do you think, to guard them securely against 
the legions of temptations, pernicious influ- 
ences and glaring sins they must contend with 
in a life of three-score and ten years ? 

Fathers and Mothers, are you faithful? 
Who shall defpnd us, if our parents are ne- 
glectful of a duty so important ! Let the sons 
and daughters of self-styled Christians — ^Uni- 
versalists, be taught to assemble themselves 
once in the week at least round the hearth-stone 
at homey and from the lipsof father and mother 
receive the blessed teachings of our Savior. 
Then shall our Sabbath day be a holy day — 
a day of rest from worldly thoughts and fool- 
ish babbling, as well as from labor — a day hal- 
lowed in the memory of all our youth. 



A JTust Rebuke. 

There is in Vermont a remarkable boy, whose 
powers of mathematical calculation have per- 
I haps never been exceeded by any one of his 
age.' He far outreaches the celebrated Zerah 
Colburn, who so astonished the world some 
years ago. 

It seems that the boy of which we now speak 
has a very weak physical constitution, and 
needs to Itave this well trained, that his mind 
may have a surer and stronger developement. 
Yet some of his learned admirers seem not to 
be aware of this. They are quite ready to see 
him exerting hi§ mental powers to such a de- 
gree that his poor weak body seems, ready to 
dnk ander the operation. 

Hon^ Horace Mann, in a recent number of 
the Common School Joiirnal, has some very 
pmnted remarks on this subject. We wish they 
might be read and comprehended by all who 
are interested in this wonderful boy. He says : 

** We rejoice to recogniKe some evidences of 
good sense on the part of the father, in his 
treatment of the child. For instance, when a 
neighboring bank oflTered him $ 1000 a year for 
the boy's services, in casting interest, the fa- 
ther promptly refused the o£fer. What a true, { 



first-born son of Mammon must he have been, 
who would turn such a soul into an Interest- 
Table ! Were heaven accessible to such a man, 
he would kidnap an angel, and put him behind 
a counter, to cast cent, per cent., with a quill 
plucked from his own wmg. Equally impious 
was the idea of hiring the boy for the purpose 
of carrying hini about the country as a show, 
like the learned pig, or like General Tom 
Thumb. It would be the basest profanation to 
convert such powers to mercenary ends. The 
boy belongs to posterity, id the race. Some 
rich man, — all rich men, — ought to offer their 
gold as though it were dross to supply every ^ 
thing that may be necessary ; first, for the pre- 
servation of his powers, — that is, his life and 
health,— and then for suitable means and im- 
plements with which, and a theatre upon which, 
he may act. His health is the first thing to be 
cared for. His books should not be taken away 
from him, but he should be led awsTy from his 
b6oks. The open air, the fields, the woods, 
innocent and gently exciting amusements, ath- 
letic sports, such as his strength will bear, 
should be his regimen. He needs a physiolo- 
gist for his body more than a tutor for his mind. 
Interchange of activity and rest, proper diet, 
daily ablution, should be observed. He should 
be taken to wander by the margin of the 
streams, to breathe the pure air of the moun- 
tain top ; and if he cannot otherwise be re- 
lieved from a proneness to this intense mental 
action, he should be sent under the care of some 
Mentor on a sea voyage, where the bracing air 
of the ocean and the physical appetite which it 
gives, might build up his body into robustness 
and the capacity of endurance ; where his spirit 
should be wooed outward, and fewer stimulants 
be applied to his excitable mind. Why are not 
the purses of jhe wealthy piled in a heap be- 
fore him, for these purposes? How can aa opu- 
lent man satisfy his soul by hanging a dead pic- 
ture upon his walls, or tenanting his room Mrith 
busts of insensate marble, while such an ethe- 
real, immortal essence, — such an in-see-er into 
the laws of Grod, — is in hourly danger of leav- 
ing the earth, which is too besotted to receive 
him?'» 

Ah I how few are there who understand such 
an appeal as this — and how few who will heed 
it. Still, let us hope that if any thing in hu- 
man wisdom and philanthropy can save this 
young prodigy, and make him truly a blessing 
to himself and mankind, it may be done. His 
name is Truman Henry StaflTord, Jr. 



The humble man requests a favor as though 
he were unworthy to receive it ; but the proud 
man asks for a favor in the same tone as if he 
were granting one. 
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Donation Visit. 

We do Tipt very often publish accounts of 
donation visits — not because we are in the least 
opposed to them, but because these do not ge- 
nerally come within the design of our paper. 
We venture, however, to present the following 
account, which we find in the Danvers Courier. 
We congratulate our brother Prince on his good 
fortune. Such ** young men" around him give 
evidence that they have not a little of the true 
attachment to their pastor. God bless them. 
Here is the article from the Courier. ^ 

" Gn Friday evening of last week, we under- 
stand, the members of the Second Universalist 
Society in tlys town assembled at the residence 
of their pastor, Rev. Mr. Prince, for the more 
especial purpose of manifesting their gratitude 
for his faith&l labors among them, by various 
useful And valuable donations. Among others 
was a beautifully finished easy chair, on the 
fronf of which is a silver plate, bearing the fol- 
lowing inscription • — " From the young men of 
the 2d Universalist Society^ Danvers, to John 
Prince.^* On the occasion of its presentation, 
a brief and appropriate address was delivered 
by Henry M. Osborn, and was happily respond- 
ed to by the pastor. The value of the dona(- 
tions, including the articles contributed, is about 
one himdred and twenty dollars. 

The company was very numerous, and the 
evening was spent in an' a^eeable manner, by 
social, friendly greeting, smging, etc., and the 
happy anc^ cheerful countenances of all present, 
afiforded much pleasure and satisfaction to their 
pastor, as will be seen by the following acknow- 
ledgement; : 

Card. 

The subscribers take this method of expressing 
their grateful acluiowledfi^ements to the members 
of the 2d Universalist Society in Danvers, and 
other friends, for the nameroas and substantial to- 
kens of their regard, received at the Donation Vi- 
sit, kindly paid them, at their dwelling on the 
evening of Friday, the 27th ultimo. Vivid are the 
impressions that were made by the social greeting, 
as well as the other manifestations oi sincere 
friendship ; and they will not soon be obliterated 
from the tablet of appreciating remembrance, or 
become shadowy and indistinct. The path (how- 
ever hpmble) of philanthropic effort for the dis- 
semination of principles, honestly apprehended to 
be trae, and for the inculcation of charity and 
mutual tolerance, is always irradiated and cheered 
by the light of conscientious conviction ; hot in 
addition to this source of encouragement, the 
scattering ot fiowers in the way is by no means 
unwelcome. 

John Prince. , 
Mart P. Prince. 

Danv&i, March 7lh, . 1846. ' • 



The day aftbr this cheering visit, -we are in- 
formed, the Sabbath School children all assem- 
bled at the house of the pastor, and there en- 
joyed au abundance of good eatables, with 
much <^ the socially delighting which cannot 
be written down on paper. May prosperity at- 
tend the Sabbath School, pastor and people. 



Home— Car duty there* 

In the New York " Universalist Union," of 
March 21, there is an excellent sermon from 
Rev. C. H. Chapin, on Home, its influences 
and blessings. We should be glad to publish 
the whole of it in the Teacher, but have not 
room. We must avail ourselves, however, of 
the following extracts. They are so full of 
truth, that we want all our readers to see them. 
Here is a faithful word in reference to the duty 
of striving to render our home happy. 

" In this sphere of Home, then, which ap- 
pears to be a peculiar institution of God, and 
which is dictated by our own natilre — in this 
sphere of home, I proceed to remark, let all our 
duties be faithfully discharged, as the first in 
the series of our social obligations. Let us not 
reserve our smiles for the world, and our frowns 
for the hearth ; let us not bring there our pentr 
up bitterness, our day-long irritations, where, 
of all places, we should shed the serene light . 
of a cheerful temper, and tho kindness of a 
loving heart. While we meet all others with 
open cheer and a frank smile, let us not accus- 
tom ourselves to vent our spleen and anger 
where the dependent lean upon us, and hearts 
throb that love us better than any in this world. 
So far as our conduct can do so, let us create a 
happy home. Let us resolve that, there shall 
be one place where tlie cares of business, the 
irritations of the world, the chill of selfishness, 
the gloom of disappointipent shall not enter ; 
but which we will keep as a sanctuary for our 
best feelings. We may say that much occurs 
even there to disturb and perplex us ; but let us 
reflect how much we may contribute towards 
these results ; let us consider how, by preserv- 
ing a kindly and loving disposition, a serene 
temper, we may contribute much towards min- 
ing home happy. Kindness, love, we aU ac- 
knowledge tnese to be duties. Let us, then, 
learn first to show them at home. Lotus not 
practice that kind of philanthropy which is 
loud-mouthed and zealous in the street and the 
forum, but which is not nourished by any 
spring of genuine love ; which neglects and 
violates the ties of the family hearth and altar. 
If we do not exhibit these sentiments there, I 
am fearful we shall not any where. If we do 
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exhibit them every where but there, how un- 
gratef\il are we ! — how unmindful of the great 
and beautiful opportunity which God has ^iven 
us ! — how blind to the true sources of happiness 
aild peace!" 

And 80 ar Acre some just remarks on the 
duty and blessing of prayer in the home circle. 

that our parents might think more on this 
duty, and bless themselves and those around 
them in the habitual and heart-£dt observance 
of it. . 

" Are we reHgious? Let our religion begin 
at home, and not all be reserved for public oc- 
casions, for the Sabbath-service in the sanctuary, 
or for the conference meeting. Let us remem- 
ber that it is of the very essence of religion, to 
practice all the duties, and resist all the temp- 
tations, that pertain to the sphere of home. 
Will you permit me to speak here upon one 
toi)ic which is suggested by tiiis subject of 
home-religion, and which is too important to be 
passed without remark. I allude to family 
prayer. No household, my friends, should be 
without its altar and its service. Yes, with one 

' provision, there may be such a household. It 
IS where no blessings have been received — 
where God's goodness has never been mani- 
fested. It is where we feel that we need not 
iCJod's aid — ^where no sin is ever committed. In 
such a household there need be no family pray- 
er. Where shall we find such a household 1 
Let no head of a family, then, neglect family 
prayer. Especially should it not be so in a 
LFniversalist home, where God is seen in such a 
benign and ample light. At some fitting time, 
or times of the day, let the young and the old 
bow in acknowledgment to Him who setteth us 
in families. This is no superstition — no fiihati- 
cism. It is appropriate and reasonable for us 
to lift up our hearts and acknowledge His good- 
ness, who gives us all our benefits — who shields 
us from harm — and who hath blessed us with 
the sanctity and the happiness of a Home ! And 

^ while I am upon this topic of home-religion, 
let me say that we should seek at home much 
of our religious culture. It is a great mistake 
to suppose that the Sabbath evening that is not 
spent at meeting, cannot be spent religiously. 

1 question whether we cannot make it of more 
benefit, in the retirement of home, than in the 
crowded congregation. At least let us not ne- 
glect the means of religious culture that its re- 
tirement and peace afibrd us." 



KT The Youth's Companion, Portland, Me., 
does not give credit to our paper for that trans- 
lation from the German it copied, ^ook out for 
these omissions, brother. Credit to whom cre- 
dit, &e. 



Sabbath. School Exhibition in Lynn* 

The Sunday School connected with the Se- 
cond Universalist Society in Lynn, had a very 
interesting and profitable exhibition on the even- 
ing of Wednesday, January 21. •The ev^ung 
was very stormy, and therefore the house wajs 
not much more than half full. By request it 
was repeated on Wednesday evening of the 
next week. The house was very full, and the 
exercises were of a very high character, The 
pieces good — the speaking Sequent, and the 
singing of the first order. It gave so good sa- 
tisfaction, and excited so much interest, that the 
schodl by urgent request consented to repeat it 
again with some alterations. Afcordingly, on 
the eve of Wednesday, 4th .March, it was list- 
ened to for the third time with deep interest and 
heartfelt satisfaction, by a very large and intel- 
ligent audience. This school at the present 
time is enjoying a good degree of prosperity^ 
under the supervision of faithful teachers, a 
zealous superintendent, and a devoted p&stor. 
Br. A. P. Smith, the superintendent, loves the 
cause of Christ, and therefore like his Master 
loves little children, and is vrilling to labor for 
their good. And Br. Tillotson, the pastor, in 
the Sunday School, as in the society, is an ear- 
nest, faithful, and devpted laborer. May they 
not be weary in well doing, for in due time they 
will reap, if they faint not. On the second 
evening an interesting Service, some^^at out 
of the usual course was had, viz : the ladies of 
the society having listened with interest and 
profit to Br. T.'s exposition of God's word f(wr a 
time, and1)elievinghim to be a " workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed," rightly dividing 
the word of truth, felt moved tor express their 
feelings as it becometh Christians, and therefore 
on that evening they presented him with a beau- 
tiful copy of the Bible, it bemg " the sword of 
the spirit" by which we gain the victory over 
every foe, and obtain a living faith in the glori 
ous doctrine of a world's salvation through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. J. M. U. 



()Qr» Elizabeth's articles have been delayed 
too much in the course of publication, The last 
delay was not an oversight of the editot — but 
of the printer^ More particular heieaft^^ 
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Stories about the Reformation. 

We commence in this number of the Teachet 
the first of a series of chapters on the very in- 
teresting history of the Reformation, by Rev. 
George Coliins, of Newton. From what we 
have seen of th^ numbers in manuscript, we 
think they w^ill prove highly acceptable to our 
readers. Should it be deemed advisable, the 
whole series may hereafter be issued in book 
form. We bespeak for the chapters an atten- 
tive reading. Br. C. is well accjuainted with 
the subject, and can make it interesting to all, 
especially to our young folks. 



Mass. Sabbath School Association. 

The Ninth Annual meeting of this body, ac 

• cording to the vote at the last session, will be 

held June 2d : the Tuesday preceding the next 

Annual State Convention. The following wiU 

explain its limits in this State : 

** Art. IV. This Association shall be com- 
posed of regularly ordained Univerealist Minis- 
ters, and lay delegates-r-two from each Sab- 
bath School, which shall, at least two weeks 
previous to the annual meeting, make a report 
of its condition to the Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation.** 

The secretary is therefore obliged to give no- 
tice that no report will be received after the 
19th of May, unless by special vote of the 
Board of Directors. 

It is earnestly desired that every Sunday 
School in our State should make known its con- 
dition through the Annual Report of the Se- 
cretary. Will the Superintendent, Pastor, or 
0ome other person connected with each school, 
see that the Secretary is informed of the imm- 
ber of scholars— ^o/A male and female — ^the ave- 
rage attendance at school, the number of teach- 
ers connected with the school, and their ave- 
rage attendance — ^the number of volumes in the 
library, if you liave one ; also, state whether 
there is a Bible Class connected with your 
sehool. There txe many other facts and sug- 
gestions which the Superintendent will think 
. of on the subject of Sunday Schools. Any in- 
formation of this sort will be gratefully re- 
ceived by the Secretary. 

Communications must be forwarded to the 
Secretary, free of eaipense, to the store of Br. 
Abel Tompkins, Boston. 

E. Francis, Sec'ry, 



Work of Zeal. 

Many of our Skbbath Schools might number 
more scholars, if more interest could be taken 
in the subject, by the teachers. We have just 
read of an instance where the Aies in the se- 
nior classes appointed committees to visit cer- 
tain sections of the town, and call upon every 
family in the congregation, and others not re- 
gularly connected with any other congregation, 
with a view of interesting all such persons to 
unite with that or some other Sabbath Scho^. 
Children were invited to do what they could in 
getting other children to attend the school. The 
result of their efforts was the addition of more 
than one hundred scholars. Are there not some 
of 'Our Sabbath Schools ^n need of a similar ef- 
fort? If so — make it — make it I Don't stop and 
say, " It*s of no use." Go to work, now. 



New Sabbath School Singing Book. 

Br. Usher wishes us to say that he intends, 
in due time, when the work is prepared just to 
his liking, and when he is satisfied that he has 
just about the thing needed — to publish a new 
Sabbath School Hymn Book, containing a se- 
lection of Hymns suitable to be sung in our 
Sabbath Schools, set to music — many of them 
to original tunes, spirited and appropriate, com- 
posed by those well skilled in the science of sa- 
cred music. He has been frequently and ear- 
nestly requested to issue such a work by some 
of our most faithful and devoted superintendents 
and other laborers in the Sabbath Schools ; and 
he is now preparing himself to com^)ly with the 
demand. If any of our singing leaders or su- 
perintendents in Sabbath Schools have any aji- 
propriate hynms or tunes they would like to re- 
commend for the book, Br, Usher would be 
happy tg hear from them in reference to the 
subject. 



Kp There are 6,320 female operatives in 
Lowell. Of these, 2,714 are connected with 
some S.unday School, either as teachers or scho- 
lars ; 2,276 are church members; 527 have 
been teachers in conimon schools. The sums 
earned range from 75 cents to $ ^.85 per week. 
They have $ 1,000,000 in the pavings Bank, 
at Lowell, 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



Read it. 

It is estimated that, in America, 300,000 
drunkards have been reformed, and that more 
than 500,000^ccasional and confirmed drinkers 
have forsaken their cups since the commence- 
ment of the Temperance reform. What an en- 
couragement is this in the work of temperance. 
Who would no,t labor in so good a cause? Who 
would refuse to sign the pledge of total ab- 
stinence, when that gledge has been one of 
the means of this wonderful reformation 1 Let 
conscience answer. 



Charch of the Pilgrims. 

The following is. a copy of the covenant 
adopted by the first Church established at Ply- 
mouth, by the Pilgrims in 1620 : 

" In the. name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
in obedience to his holy will and divine ordi- 
nances, — We, being by the most wise and good 
providence of God, brought together in this 
place, and desirous to unite ourselves into one 
congregation or' church, under Lord Jesus 
Christ, our head, that it maij be in such sort as 
becometh all those whom he hath redeemed 
and sanctified to himself — we do hereby so- 
lemnly and religiously, (as in his most holy 
presence,) avouch the Lord Jehovah, the only 
true God, and the God of ours ; and do pro- 
mise and bind ourselves to walk in all our 
ways accordingf to the rule of the gospel, and 
in all sincere conformity to his holy ordinances, 
and in mutual love to, and watchfulness over 
cne another, depending wholly and only upon 
the Lord our God, to enable us by his grace 
hereunto." 



Mafis. Sabbath School Association. 

The Board of Directors of this body, met at 
the store of Br. A. Tompkins, on Monday last, 
April 13th. , . 

Brs. E. H. Chapin, J. G. Adams, and H. 

Ballon 2d were appointed a committee to make 

arrangements for the Annual meeting of the 

Association in Jane next. Adjourned without 

* day. E. Francis, Sec'ry. 

Sabbath School Quarterly Conference. 

The Teachers and friends of the Sabbath School 
caabe will hold their next meeting with Br. Cofiin's 
Society, at the new Church on the corner of Can- 
ton and Newland streetjs, Boston, on the first Wed- 
neiiday of May next. Br. A. Hichborn will de- 
liver a lecture in the evening. 

Bra. C. F. Eaton, E. H Chapin and H. Ballon 
2d were appointed a committee to present ques- 
tions for discussion at the next meeting, and to 
publish them in our papers two weeks previous to 
the meeting. E. Francis, Sec'ry. 



NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

G.L.DEMAREST, Editor. 



Want of Sympathy. 

One of the causes of the lack of teachers in 
the Sunday Schools of- all denominations of 
Christians, seems to be the want of sympathy 
on the part of parents with those charged with 
the religious education of their children. Pa- 
rents do not appear to feel that the Sabbath 
School teacher is striving only for the good of . 
their little ones ; and that while he is liable to 
err, he is at the same time entitled to their re- 
spect for the effort to do good, at least. They 
forget his sacrifices and his toils, and on some 
trifling, occasion too frequently manifest an op- 
position to him which cannot fail to impair his 
influence, and sieverely wound his feelings. In 
many instances children have been withdrawn 
from school on account of some slight ofifence, 
real or imaginary, sometimes a very judicious 
act of discipline ; and parents have often mani- 
fested a spirit adverse to the true interest of. 
their offspring by disparaging remarks respect- 
ing the Sunday School and those connected 
with it. Indifference is very commonly exhib- 
ited by a total neglect of visiting the school, 
and the absence of all regard for the punctuality, 
the studiousness, or the proper deportment of 
their children. 

" These thingi? ought not so to be." If there 
ever should be a cordial understanding between 
any members of the human family, it should 
exist between the parent and him to whom he 
delegates a portion of the religious instruction 
of his child. The Sunday School teacher, in 
the exercise of his oflice, is or should be a help 
to the parent ; and how can he perform his min- 
istry with any degree of success, if the latter 
is in the habit of exhibiting coldness and indif- 
ference as to its result ? What influpnce can he 
obtain over l\is class, if the parents counteract 
his efforts by their lack of interest, if not their 
direct opposition ? On the other hand, how can 
it be expected that our Sabbath Schools shall 
be well supplied with Teachers, when these 
are not rewarded with the confidence or even 
the good will of those whom they are striving 
to benefit? 
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The truth is, the child should be a bond of 
sympathy between the parent and the teacher. 
The former should ever* be interested in the 
labours of the latter, should honor him for his 
efforts, and aid him in his duties. He should 
frequently call on him while in the discharge of 
his office and consult with him regarding the 
welfare of the child. A friendly feeling should 
exist between them, so that mutual confidence 
may be established. Until this is generally the 
case, we may not expect the labors of our 
teachers to be crowned with success, or our 
schools to be fully supplied with instruciers. 

But the evil to which I have adverted is 
often times occasioned by the teachers them- 
selves ; or at least the remedy is in their own 
hands, and is too frequently not applied. Let 
teachers cultivate more generally social inter- 
course with the parents, maintaining a personal 
acquaintance with them ; and the more agreea- 
ble and intimate are their relations, the greater 
will be the influence and usefulness of the 
teachers. 



**ObeF yoar Parent* ,»> 

There are three great reasons why children 
should obey their parents, all of which may be 
found in the Bible : 

1. Because it is right, — (Ephesians vi. 1.) 
Their parents have taken care of them ever 

8inc3 they were born, nourishing them with 
food, protecting them by good clothing, and 
nursing them when sick, all before they were 
able to help themselves. Is it not right to obey 
them ? Besides, God has commanded children 
to obey their parents. Is it not always right 
to do as HE requiresL? 

2. For their own good. — (Ephesians vi. 3.) 
Parents know best what is good for their 

children ; and such as are wise will submit to 
their judgment. Is it not for their good to 
^bey 1 Besides, he who learns to ot>ey his pa- 
rents faithfully, is more apt than he would 
otherwise be to obey the other commands of 
God. Is it not best for them to obey ? 

3. Because it toill please the Lord, — (Colos- 
sians iii. 20.) 

All parents are pleased when their children 
are obedient ; and God is well pleased when 
His children, by obeying their parents, obey 



Him. Who ought not to strive to please so 
kind a Father — so true a Friend ! 



Utility of Sand ay Schools. 

That the Sunday School has done a good 
work, I presume few in these days will dis- 
pute ; and although it has been intended by 
many of its supporters mainly as an institution 
for the perpetuation of their peculiar doctrines, 
yet, like many other expedients, originated for 
similar purposes, I am inclined to think the ef- 
fect has been in the end, adverse to that intend- 
ed. The agitation and examination of such 
doctrines as the Trinity, Vicarious Atonement, 
Total Depravity, Election, and the like, among 
young and comparatively unbigoted minds have 
not been, and can never be otherwise than sa- 
lutary, and tending to the discovery of truth. 
These doctrines, to appear in any wise plausi- 
ble, require to be handled by able and experi- 
enced hands ; and for this reason their absurdity 
and falsity have been often discovered and ex- 
posed by some innocent and incautious Sunday 
School teacher or superintendent, when least 
intended. Furthermore, there is something in 
the very nature of a Sunday School, exciting 
to all the benevolent faculties of the human 
soul ; a softening influence, acting alike on the 
heaHs and minds of teachers and scholars. 
And I need not say to you, that the more sym- 
pathy, the more kindness, the more philan- 
thropy — in a word, the more love you can in- 
fuse into aqy system of religious instruction, 
the more directly will it lead to the doctrines 
and principles of Universalism. Therefore, 
without taking into view the moral and intel- 
lectual instruction imparted in Sunday Schools, 
I think it can be safely said, that the influence 
of these schools has been good. 

But how much more powerful does the Sun- 
day School become, as an instrument for the 
advancement of the ** Truth as it is in Jesus," 
when conducted under the influence of Univer- 
saJism ! And \ am happy that our denomina- 
tion has of late began more fully to appreciate 
its importance. I trust it will make further 
progress in the good cause, and reach higher 
attainments in Christian usefulness. B. 
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,An Affectionate Spirit. 

We sometimes meet wixti men who seem to 
think tbat any indulgence in an affectionate 
feeling is weakness. Thpy will return from a 
journey and greet their families with a distant 
dignity, and move among their children with 
the cold and loftv splendor of an iceberg, sur- 
rouiKied by its broken fragments. There is 
hardly a more unnatural sight on earth than one 
of these families without a heart. 

A father had better extingish his boy's eyes 
than to take away his heart. Who that has 
experienced the joys of friendship, and knows 
the worth of sympathy and affection, would not 
rather loose all that is beautiful in nature's 
scenery, than to be robbed of tho hidden trea- 
sures of his heart ? Who would not rather bury 
his wife than lo bury his love for her ? — Who 
would not rather follow his child to the grave, 
than entomb his parental affection ? 

Cherish, then, your heart's best affections. 
Indulge in the warm and gushing emotions of 
filial, parental, and fraternal love. Think it 
not a weakness. God is love. Love God, 
love e^ery body, and every thing that is lovely. 
Teach jrour children to love ; to love the rose, 
the robin ; to love their parents ; to love their 
God. Let it be the studied object of their do- 
mestic culture, to give them warm hearts, ar- 
dent affections. Bind your whole family to- 
gether by these strong cords. You cannot 
make them too numerous. You cannot make 
them too strong. Religion is love — ^love to God 
— ^love to man. 



Ocean Sanrise. 

It is a gorgeous sight to see the chariot 
horses of the sun come up the eastern sky on 
a bright, clear morning on the ftcean. Like 
swift-winged coursers they fly over sea and 
land, scattering light, and beauty, and brilliancy 
all up the eastern sky. No other such chariot 
and bright retinue is seen by mortal eyes tra- 
velling across the heavens. And no where else 
on earth is there so rich a display of beauty 
and magnificence as is seen in a bright morning 
on the ocean. 

" Beautiful!" is the inward exclamation of 
the beholder as he ascends to the deck in the 
morning. Never before has Nature seemed so 
lovely to him. Never before has he seen the 
hand of God displayed in such perfection. All 
the paintings by the most skillful human pow- 
ers, which he has previously seen, now sink 
low in the shade. 

Slowly and majestically, as if dripping with 
water, the King of Day rises from his ocean 
bed. The breezes play gently with the briny 
waves, scarce wakened from their peaceful 
slumbers. The whole eastern sky is overspread 
with a gorgeous crinwom canopy ;— arid far to 



westward, in the dim distance, may occasion- 
ally be seen the swelling canvass of a ship, re- 
flecting the glaring, light from the east, and 
appearing as if each sail were a sheet of fire. 
Who can view this mighty picture and say 
there is no God 1 None, save the unwise, can 
make this declaration in the very face of Him 
who reigneth on high. Who can view this 
mighty picture, and not feel his* bosom swell 
with gratitude and adoration to Him, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being ? None, 
save the ignorant and the unjust. AH nature 
speaks of God, and every creature feels his 
gilardian care. 



Filial Sensibility. 



A young gentleman, in the military academy 
at Paris, ate nothing but soup or dry bread, 
and drank only water. The governor, attribut- 
ing this singularity to some excess of devotion, 
reproved his pupil for it, who, however con- 
tinued the same regimen. The governor sent 
for him again, and informed him,, that such sin- 
gularity was unbecoming him — that he ought 
to conform to the rules of the Academy. He 
•next endeavored to learn the reason of this con- 
duct ; but as the youth could not be persuaded 
to impart the secret, he at last threatened to 
send him back to his family. This menace ter- 
rified him into an immediate explanation. — 
" Sir," answered he, " in my father's house, 
I ate nothing but black bread, and of that very 
little : here I have good soup and excellent 
white bread, and may fare luxuriously. But I 
cannot pursuade myself to eat any thing else, 
when I consider the situation in which I left 
my father and mother." — The goYernor could 
not refrain from tears, at this filial sensibility : 
** Your father," said he, ** has been in the army 
— ^has he no pension?" "No," replied the 
youth, ** for twelve months past he has been 
soliciting one ; the want of money has obliged 
him to give up the pursuit; and rather than 
contract any debts at Versailles, he has ch(gen 
a life of wretchedness iathe country." '* Well," 
returned the governor, ** if the tdjct is as you 
represent it, I promise to obtain for him 500 
livres a year. And since your friends are in 
such poor circumstances, taie these three l6uia 
d'ors for your pocket expenses, and I will remit 
your father the first half year of his pension in 
advance." 

"Ah, sir," returned the youth, " as you 
have the goodness to remit a sum of money to 
my father, I entreat you to add these three 
louis d'ores to it. Here I have every luxury I 
can ^ish for : they would be useless to me— 
but they would be of great service to my father 
for his other children." 
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Oriental lUustratioiifi. 

" And the door was shtU," 

** At a marriage, the procession of which I 
saw some years ago, the bridegroom came from 
a distance, and the bride lived at Serampore, 
to which place the bridegroom was to come by 
water. After waiting two hours, at length, 
near midnight, it was announced, as if in the 
very words of Scripture, ' Behold the bride- 
groom Cometh, go ye out to meet him.' All the 
persons eriipldyed, now lighted their lamps, 
and ran with them in their hands to fill up their 
stations in the procession ; some of them had 
lost their lamps, and were unprepared ; but it 
was then too late to seek them, and the caval- 
cade moved forward to the house of the bride, 
at which place the company entered a large 
and splendidly illuminated area before the 
house, covered with an awning, where a great 
multitude of friends, dressed in their best ap- 
parel, were seated upon mats. The bridegroom 
was carried in the arms of a friend, and placed 
tipon a superb seat in the midst of the company, 
where he sat a short time, and then went into 
the house, the door of which was immediately 
shut, and guarded by seapoys. I and others 
expostulated with the doorkeepers, but in vain. 
Never was I so struck with odr Lprd's beauti- 
ful parable as at this moment : ' And the door 
was shut!' I was exceedingly anxious to be 
present while the marriage formulas were re- 
peated, but was obliged to depart in disappoint- 
ment."— Word's View of, the Hin4oof. 



' Exercise. 

Throughout all nature, want of motion indi- 
cates weakness, corruption, inanimation, and 
death. Trenck, in his damp prison, leaped 
about like a lion in his fetters of seventy pounds 
weight, in order to preserve his health ; and an 
illustrious physician observes: — *I know not 
which is most hecessary to the support of the 
human frame — ^food or motion. Were the ex- 
ercise of the body attended to in a correspond- 
ing degree with that of the mind, men of great 
learning would be more healthy and vigorous — 
of more general talents— of ampler practical 
knowledge — ^more happy in their domestic lives 
' — more enterprising, and more attached to their 
duties as men. In fine, it may with much pro- 
priety be said, that the highest refinemeift of 
the mind, without improvement of the body, 
can never present more than half of a human 
being!' 

Adieu .-^In using this expression, which 
habit has rendered trivial, few persons recol- 
lect its real origin and meaning, and that in 
pronouncing it they reccniimend their friend a 
Dieu : to the protection of God. 



JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 



* All thy children shall be taught of the Lbrd ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." 



The liittle Shepherd. Boy. 

[from the GERMAN.] 

There was once a little shepherd boy, who 
was famed far and wide, for the wise answers 
which he gave to aE questions. The king heard 
of him, but believed it not, and sent for the 
boy to come to him. " Then," said he to him, 
" if thou ean'st give an answer to three ques- 
tions which I will ask thee, then will I look 
upon thee as my own child, and thou shalt 
dwell with me, in my royal palace." Said the 
child, " what are the three questions?" The 
king said, " the first is, how many drops of 
water are in the ocean?" The shepherd boy 
answered, " great king, let all the rivers upon 
the earth be stopped ; let no drop flow from 
them into the sea, which I do not first number, 
and tJien I will tell you how many drops are in 
the sea." Said the king, " the next question 
is, how many stars stand in the heavens?" 
The shepherd boy said, " give me a great sheet 
of white paper ; then make upon . it, with a 
pen, so many fine dots than you can scarcely 
see them, still less number them, and close one 
eye when you . look upon it ; and I say unto 
you, so many stars stand in heaven, as are dots 
upon this paper, if you only number them." 
But no one could do it. Said the king, *' the 
third question is, how many seconds hath eter* 
nity?" " Then," said the shepherd boy, ** be- 
yond Poramerania lies the diamond mountain, 
which is an hour's journey in height, and an 
hour'S) in breath ; there comes, once in a hun- 
dred years, a little bird, and whets his bill 
thereon ; and when the whole mountain is worn 
away, then is the first second of etiernity 



Said the king, ** thou hast answered the 
three questions like a wise man. Henceforth 
thou shalt dwell with me in my royal palace, , 
and I will look upon thee as my own child." 

Elizabeth. 



Keep your, store of smiles and your kindest 
feelings for home ; give to the world only those 
which are to spare. 
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Frank May and the Beg^gar Boy. 

** Mother," said little Frank May, as he 
came bounding, into the parlor, after returning 
from school, " we have been having such nice 
fun!" 

" Well, my dear, I am at leisure now, and 
would like to heat what has happened that 
pleases my little boy so," said Mrs. May, as 
she drew him towards her, and passed her 
hand gently over his brow, amid his damp and 
tangled curls ; " but," she added, " you are 
very tired ; have you been playing race ?" 

** Oh ! yes, mamma, we all run so, and had 
such a grand time." 

" What was the cause of all this V inquired 
his mother, smiling at his vehemence. 

** Why, as we came out of school, we saw 
a little boy all ragged, sitting on the door 
step ; so one of the boys said, * get out you 
beggar,' and pulled oflf his old torn hat and 
threw it away ; then they all run and caught 
hold of his old tattered coat, and made him run 
like a horse. He told us his mother was very 
sick and poor, and said he was very hungry, 
I had some money, and was just giving him 
some, when the boys all said he was an im- 
postor, and told me he went about deceiving 
people ; they all said so, and sot a stick and 
whipped him to make him run last. Oh ! mam- 
ma, his rags did fly about so funny, when he 
run, v^e all called him a ship with sails. So 
we run, and shouted, and had such a capital 
race — but what makes you sad mamma? Is sis- 
ter worse?" 

"No, my dear, she is better." 

" Then what does make you look so sad," 
he inquired, as he put his arms around her 
neck, and fondly kissed her. 

Mrs. May did not answer her little boy's in- 
quiries, but she returned his kiss, and after 
sitting thoughtfully a moment, she tied on her 
bonnet, and taking Frank's hand, bade him con- 
duct her to where he left the poor beggar boy. 

Frank looked anxiously into her face, and 
fearing she disapproved his frolic, he added, 
" I would not have done so, mamma, if he had 
not have been an imposter : does not imposter 
mean something very bad, mamma?" 

"Yes, dear, it means a very wicked persoh ; 
one that appears to be what he is not. But I 
am sorry to hear you speak so positively about 
this little boy being an imposter ; it also grieves 
me very much that my little boy should have 
taken a part in any such rudeness as to make 
any one an object of sport and ridicule. How 
could you, my dear Frank, have done sol" 

Frank made no reply, but walked, on by the 
side of his mother, leading the way to the mise- 
rable shanty into which the poor boy ran, after 
the school-boys had tired pf him as an object | 



of sport. "This is the place he ran into," 
said Frank, as they stopped before a miserable 
hovel, the door of which opened with a push,- 
as it has well been said, * poverty has no need 
of bolts and locks.' 

Mrs. May knocked gently, and the door was 
almost instantly opened by the poor boy, on 
whose pale face the traces of tears were to be 
seen. Frank drew back behind his mother, as 
she kindly inquired if he was the boy the chil- 
dren had so rudely treated. 

That gentle voice, and those kind words 
were never forgotten by the poor beggar boy ; 
and he lifted his eyes, now overflowing with 
tears, to her's, as she said, " do not think of 
me, kind lady — ^I could have borne much more ; 
but my poor mother — she will die !" 

" Conduct me to her!" said Mrs. May, "I 
may be able to do something for her." 

He pointed to a thin form, extended on a 
heap of straw, in a corner of the room ; but 
'ere he could speak the invalid extended her 
hand, and whispered " Edward." In a mo- 
ment he was kneelinff beside her — " water ! — 
Edward, water !" He caught up the broken 
cup from the floor, and passed it t6 her lips ; 
but it gurgled in her throat — she could not 
swallow. 

Mrs. May could see that death had already 
set his seal upon the brow of the invalid, and 
she knelt beside that lowly bed, and took her 
icy hsmds in her own, as she kindly inquired if 
she could assist her in any way. The poor in- 
valid gazed wonderingly into her foc^e a mo- 
ment, and then, as if satisfied of her benevo- 
lent purpose, pointed to her kneeling boy, and 
said with much exertion, ** he is good — but I- 
must — ^leave him — motherless — starving. I 
— am dying— can you pray " 

Frank knelt beside his mother as she lifted 
an earnest supplication to heaven for thei suf- 
ferers, and he wept as though his little heart 
would break. When she ceased, he drew her 
face down to his, and whispered, " forgive me, 
dearest mother, I will love Edward as long as I 
live." At the mention of that name the dying' 
woman lifted her heavy eyelid, and smiled 
gratefully upon them ; her lips moved as if she 
would speak, but the sound died on them, and 
she cast so pleading a look into Mrs. May's 
face, that she perfectly understood her meaning, 
^he passed her arms around the weeping boys, 
§ind answered firmly, " fear not for Edward, I 
will be his mother when you are gone — he shall 
share every advantage of my own son — at this 
solemn hour I promise it before heaven !" 

There was an angel-like brightness over- 
spread the face of the dying — one soft breath 
bore distinctly the word amen ! — it was her last. 
That wearied spirit sought its rest in heaven. 
It was distressing to witness the agony of poor 
Edward, when he knew his mother was really 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



173 



dead, and it was long 'ere he could be per- 
suaded to leave the cold form of the only being 
he ever dared to love ; but the kind attentions of 
Mrs. May and little Frank soon won his love. 
That niffht Prank rested on the same pillow 
with littre Edward — no longer a despised beg- 
gar boy, but the adopted* brother of his love. 

The lessons of that day was never ftygotten 
by Frank, and 1 hope if any of my little read- 
ers are inclined to think iU of those that are 
poorly clad — which I hope is not the case — 
they may profit by the story of Frank May 
and the Beggar Boy. 



My Mother* 

Who press'd me to her tender breast, 
And luird my every care to rest, 
And all my infant charms confessed ? 

My mother. 

Who gently strok'd my golden hair, 
And thongbt her babe most passing fair ? 
If i was sick — who felt despair ? 

My mother. 

Who gently led my faltering feet ? 
Encouraged me with accents sweet. 
Toward my tender father's seat ? 

My mother. 

Who, when I ran from place to place. 
Would smile with sach enchanting grace. 
And catch me with^a fond embrace ? 

My mother. 

^ • 

Who heard my pratling with delight ? 
Nor tir'd her arm, nor faiPd her sight. 
But watch'd my gambols with delight ? 

My mothier. 

Who watch'd my boyish pranks with joy, 
Or gently chid her darling boy. 
Or for reward bestow 'd some toy ? 

My mother. 

Who taught my lisping tongue to pray. 
And pointed to the living way ? , 

Who bade p[je fear to disobey ! 

My mother. 

Who taught me first to read and write ? 
In all my studies took delight 
Would noble deeds to me recite ? 

My mother. 

Who ? if my head should chance to ache. 



My little bed would softer make. 
Or m her arms her darling take ? 



"My mother. 

Who, when I came to manhood bold. 
Of fierce temptations often told. 
To value truth far more than gold ? 

My mother. 

Who bade me seek and I should find 
The God of peace: — his precepts bind, 
Around my heart and ease my mind ? 

My mother. 

Thy blessed name I will revere ! • 

Thy wants shall be my constant care ; 
With thee my all I'll gladly share. 

My mother. 

And should 'st thou grow both old and gray, 
Apd blind — I'll guide thee on thy way. 
And all my filial love display. 

My mother. 

And should 'st thou die and go to rest, 
I'll think on all thy lips expressed, 
That I may dwell among the blest. 

My mother. 

Good Inflaence of Birds. 

Birds that come aVound our houses, should 
be protected. Their influence is good on us 
and our children. Their hymns go up when 
we are silent ; they never forget the' song of 
grace and thanksffiving. It is well for us to 
listen to them. Let us not grudge them the 
little they takp from ns, but spare them for the 
sake of those we love best. The child who has 
watched for the coming of the birds, and has 
heard the notes of the robin near his chamber 
window,^ will feel their influence in after life, 
as a holy remembered thing. No tone of music 
shall fall on his ear like that thrilling song in 
the dim twilight of early morning. It mav 
strike on his memory when he will need it 
most, and the scenes and innocence of child- 
hood will come to him again to bear him up. 
Encourage this love for these things of nature^ 
ye who would bring up your childen in purity 
and peace. No after-teaching can give such 
holy feeling, and the impression they make 
shall never be forgotten. 



The number of blind persons in Great Bri- 
tain, is estimated by Mr. Crompton, surgeon 
oculist to Henshaw's Bible Asylum, at 24,000 ; 
and he expresses his conviction, that at least 
one-third of these might have had their sight 
restored. 
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The Iiittle Atheist. 
A snnbeam shining in a drop of dew 
Awoke a mimic multitude to life ; 
And called them forth to revel in the mom'*** 
* Thej lay embosomed in a leaf of q>ring. 
Trembling upon oblivion's verge — and bore 
Perchance^ the same relation to our globe 
That we to others bear — to higher minds, 
. Oar amplitude of apace may seem as small) 
Our chronicle of time as trivisil, 
And our brave ijvorld may vanish with a breath. 
Melting as melts the dew drop in the sun. 

A grub philosopher 
Both wise and witty in this pigmy realm,' 
Versed in the musty folios of the past 
Two seconds, and the science of a mote ; 
Mounted the rostrum, while the welkin rang 
With loud applauses from the gaping throngs^-* 
' Insects and fellow-motes — the age of Reason 
At length has come, and we must break our 

shackles ; 
8aii Worshippers ! Your Priests are hypocrites. 
And idle knatves, who dupe you with a lie ; 
There is no Sun to worship— wherefore bend 
The knee, and burn your incense on the shrine ? 
They say the beams now gushing through our roof 
Proclaim its being ; every leaf and flower, 
Mountain and valley, and ev^ry sparkling stream 
Within the empire of our giant world. 
Are graven with his image— *Tis as a vision . 
baseless and idle ! Let the sky be parted, 
And this God descend within our dwelling. 
And let us drop a line within his depths / 
And strike the bottom of this mysterj ; 
Credit who will, not I, till then I know,* 
They voted, thereupon there was no sun ; 
A warmer ray dissolved the bubble world, 
And every fragment perished : 
Yet the Sun 
Shone on, and did not even deign to frown. 



rals, as. its otacles are superior to human opin* 
ions. — Mk JL,' Boutain. 



Boy and Bird. 

<* Little bird, upon tl^t tree, 
Sing, I pray, a song to me ; 
Are you happy all day long, 
Tell rae, tell me, in your soi^ ?'* 

*' I am happy, little boy, 
To be free is all my joy ; 
In the shade or in the sun, 
I am still a happy one» 

*' In the gay and merry spring, 
f. Km free to play and sing. 
In the summer free to fly. 
Where I will, beneath the sky.'* 

** But in winter, sad and drear. 
What, my bird, will give you. cheer? 
What will warm you in the frost ? 
What will save when tempest-tost ? 

*« Being free^ my little boy, 
Freedom is, my winter's joy ; 
This will ever cheer my heart, 
Though all other joys depart : 

** This will keep me blithe and warm, 
Through the frost and through the storm \ 
Little boy, oh ! love, like me, 
Ever, ever to be free I 

<* Free to do, and free to darp, 
The very worst, for freepom's air ; 
Free and fearless of the strong, 
Free to all — but doing wropto!" 



The Bible. 

A single book has saved me, but that book is 
not of human origin. Long had I deemed it a 
class book for the credulous and ignorant : until, 
having investigated the gospel of Christ, with 
an ardent desire to ascertain its truth or felsity , 
its pages offered to my inquiries the sublimest 
knowledge of man and nature, and the simplest, 
and at the same time the mopt exalted system 
of moral ethics. Faith, hope, and charity were 
enkindled in my. bosom; and every advancing 
step strengthened me in the conviction, that the 
morals of this book are superior to human mo- 



A Remarkable Incident. 

We cut from a secular paper the following 
account, which if true, is a most remarkable 
incident : 

" A gentleman had for some years been pos*, 
sessed of two brown cranes, (Ardia pavonia,) 
one of which at length died, and the survivot 
became disconsolate. He was apparently fol* 
lowing his companion, when his master intro' 
duced a large glass into the avairy. The bird 
no sooner beheld his reflected image, than he 
fancied she for whom he mourned had returned 
to him, he placed himself close to the mirror, 
plumed his feathers, and showed every sign of 
happiness. The scheme answered completely, 
the craije recovered his health and spirits, pass- 
ed almost all his time before the looking-glass, 
and lived many years after, at length dyiay 
from an accidental injury." 
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ORIGINAL. 

Stories about the Reformation. 

EVENING SCENE. 
BY REV. G.COLLINS. 

CHAP, II. 

'* Now, my soii, jiut away your play things, 
and I will continue the story I commeftced last 
evening." 

** Luther was born in Germany, in the town 
of Eislenben, Nov. 10, 1483. His father was 
the son of a peasant of good character, very 
intelligent for those times, but rather obstinate. 
His mother was a pious woman ; she was con- 
sidered by the mothers who were acquainted 
with her, as a model for them to imitate. When 
Martin was a small boy, he frequently suffered 
severely from the want of food, as his parents 
were very poor, and because they treated him 
so harshly. They frequently whipped him se- 
verely. His father was generally more severe 
than his mother, hut his mother once beat him 
until the blood ran down his back, and that too 
for a mere trifle. And his school teacher flog- 
ged him iifteei) times in one day." 

*' Were they not bad people?" 

** No, my son. They were good people and 
kind parents for their times ; but children were , 



whipped in those days much more 'than they 
are now. At this time Martin's father cut 
wood for a living, and his mother carried it to 
market, that she might sell it and get bread for 
herself and family. No doubt little Martin 
often ran by her side with a stick upon hifi 
shoulddr. But notwithstanding hunger, whip- 
ping and work, Martin was a good boy and 
learned very rapidly, though his sufferings 
made him very timid. He even trembled and 
turned pale when the name of Jesus Christ 
was mentioned in his hearing." 

" Why what frightened him so ?" 

*' He was told that he was a bstd boy, and 
that Christ did not love him, but was angry . 
with him, and would punish him more in ano- 
ther world than his parents and teacher did in 
this." 

" Does the Bible say so?" 

** No : it informs us that Christ loves chil- 
dren, and that when he was on earth, he took lit- 
tle children in his arms and blessed them. But 
the people did not read the Bible, and knew 
nothing of it except what the priests told them. 
When Martin was about fourteen years of age, 
his father being pleased with his aptness to 
learn, sent him to school in Magdeburg. He 
suffered very much during bis stay in this place. 
He was so poor that he was unable to purchase 
food. Sometimes he sung songs in the streets, 
and the people frequently payed him by giving 
him a little bread. He tells the following story 
of himself and his playmates : * One day about 
Christmas,' says Luther, * we were going alto- 
gether fron> house to hou«e, singing little hymns 
about the infant Jesus, born at Bethlehem. We 
stopped before a poor man's house at^the end 
of the village. The man hearing us sing carao 
out vyith some food which he meant to give us, 
and asked in a loud -rough voice, "where are 
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you, boys?" This frightened U8 ao that we 
ran away as fast as we eould. There was no- 
thing to frighten us, but our teachers whipped 
us so much that we were afraid. At k»t, bow- 
ever, as the ujan continued to call, we stopped, 
forgot our fears, and ran back and received 
our food.' Martin lived in Magdeburg a year. 
His father hoping that he would fare better in 
Eisenach, sent him to a school in that place. 
But as his father was too poor to help him 
any. he fared no better than he had at Magde- 
burg. He was obliged to sing songs in the 
streets for bread, and once in a while he was 
even compelled to beg food. But often when 
the poor modest boy aske(} for a piece of bread, 
he received nothing but harsh words. One 
day, after having sung before three or four 
houses and received nothing, he was returning 
to his loding tired and hungry, and almost dis- 
couraged. He was afraid he should be ob- 
liged to leave school and return home. This 
thought grieved him so much, that he stopped 
in the street and burst into tears. While he 
was weeping, a lady called him into herhouse. 
She had often noticed his modest appearance, 
and heard his sweet voice as he Sung in the 
'Streets. She loved the little stranger^ and pi- 
tied his condition. She gave him plenty of 
food, and told him to make her house his 
home. He lived with this lady a great while. 
She and her husband always treated him 
kindly. He always i'emembered her kindn^fs, 
and in after life was heard to say, that * there 
was nothing sweeter than the heart of a pious* 
woman.' * He now studied hard, and learned 
very rapidly, and soon became the best schor 
lar in school." 

** What did he suidy, father ?" 

"He studied reading, writing, and the dead 
languages." 

" Dead languages — ^what are those ?" 

"Those languages which were spoken by 
people in ancient times, but are not spoken 
now — such as Latin and Hebrew. He also 
wrote poetry and sermons." 

"What did he write sermons for .^ Did be 
think of preaching ? " 

" No. He wrote them that he might learn to 
compose. When he was about eighteen years 
of age be went to the University of Erfurth." 

" Will you tell me what a university is?" 

^ It is a school in which all branches of 
learning are taught. In Erfurth his great ta- 
lents began to attract notice. He studied al- 
most all the time. His memory was so strong 
that he never forgot what he once read. He 
was, also, a very good boy. He depended en- 
tirely upon Grod. He commenced the day 
with prayer, and closed it in the same manner. 
He said that to pray well was the bettef half 
of duty. After he had been at Erfurth two I 
years he found a Bible in the library. He bad | 



never seen one before, and he was delighted 
when heibund it. He read it through several 
timef with the greatest care. He now began 
to suspect, for th& first time, that the priests did 
not deal justly with the people. An event oc^ 
curred about thin time which ^ceaoipned a 
fpreai chat^ein Luther's plans. He was walk- 
mg in the fields with a friend, wheaihat fiiend 
was struck dead by lightning at his nde. His 
father wished him to bei^ome a lawyer, but the 
sad iate of his friend, together with what he 
had previously read in the Bible, had such an 
effect upon hisreligious disposition, that he at 
once determined to become a monk." 

"What is a monk r'^ 

"A Catholic who reth^ from the world, 
and devotes himself entirely to religion^ There 
were a large number of such men in the days 
of Luther. They lived by themselv^, in 
houses bpilt for their accommodation^ They 
never worked, but used to beg. Those who . 
joined them took an oath that they woul^ al- 
ways be poor — ^that they would be chaste, and 
that they would obey the rules of the order. 
There were three orders of monks. They 
were called the Augustines, the DominicanS| 
and the Franciscans. They were bitterly op- 
posed to evil. Luther resolved to join the Au- 
gustines. H% did not tell any one what he 
intended to do ; but one evening called all his 
young frienas around him. They met and 
had a happy time. In the midst of their joy 
Luther revealed to them his jntentions, and 
that very night entered the convent of St Au- 
gustine. When his friends heard of this they 
were astonished. His father was very angry. 
But the monks were delighted when Luther 
entered their dwelling, but «till treated him so^ 
harshly, as soon to make bhn disgusted with 
his situation. He was flowed no time for 
study or religious contemplation, for the other 
monks who were ignorant and lazy men, com- 
pelled him to work all the time. After he had 
wound up the clock, cleansed the rooms, and 
swept the church, the monks would say to 
him, ' with your bag and through the town,' 
that is, take your bag and go begging. He 
was often met by his former friends with a 
bag on his shoulder and basket on his arm 
begging food.^ If the monks saw him with a 
book, they would say to him, *come, come, it 
is not by such study but by begging bread, 
corn, eggs, fish, meat and money, that you can 
benefit us.' But they were not permitted to 
abuse him very long ; for his friends in the 
University, hearing of his ill usage, persuaded 
the monks to use him better. He again com- 
menced study." 

" Why did not Martin leave the monks and 
go to the University again ?" 

" Because when a man once joined the 
monks he was never permitted to leave them. 
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After he had been in the convent two years he; 
was ordained priest. He was then twenty 
years of age.*' 

« Was he a Catholic poest, father 1" * ' 

«*Yes," 

^ Why, 1 8hould,oot have thought that Mar- 
tin Luther would have been a Catholic priest.'' 

" He was deceived, my son. He was a Ca- 
tholic himself, and thought that the priests 
were good men. About the same lime he 
was chosen teacher of Philosophy in the Uni- 
versity of Wittemberg. He soon commenced 
preaching, and the people liked him very 
much. Whenever it was known that Luther 
intended to preach, the church would be 
crowded. In the year 1510 he went to Rome. 
He had always been taught that Rome was a 
holy place — that the pope was the ^vicegerent 
of Christ on earth." 

"Vicegerent--rl do not* know what that 
means." 

^ One who is appointed to act for another. 
Luther believed that Christ had appointed the 
pope to be the ruler of the Church, on earth. 
So overawed was Luther when he first beheld 
the city of Rome that he threw himself on 
the ground, and said *" Holy Rome 1 salute 
you?'' 

*• You must now retire. To-morrow even 
ing I will tell you more." 



ORIGINAL. 

Three Homes. 



BT REV. W. G. R. MELLEN. 

Three homes hath the heavenly Parent pro- 
vided for his Children. The fii^t of these is of 
earth, and with it are connected many thrilling 
associations. 

At the mention of it, instinctively do we 
send our memories back athwart life s beaten 
pathway, to the earliest scenes imprinted on 
the tablet of remembrauce, and stand in that 
circle of dear ones which time and the death- 
angel have separated. 

There is the father, whose hand was laid ki 
blessing "mid our curls of gold," and the 
mother who, as she laid us nightly to our slum- 
bers, put back Ihe locks from our brow, and 
imprinting the kiss of love, taught us to lisp 
' the infant prayer. 

There too is the band of brothers and sis- 
ters who shared our joys, and participated in 
our sorrows — who with us 

* * * * "played 
Beneath the same green tree, 
And. every evening knelt and prayed, 
Around one parent knee." 

By the magic of these cherished memories 
we are enabled to live over again the sunniest 



periods of our juvenile years ; to mingle afresh 
with those we have tenderly loved, amid the 
rich attractions oi* our earthly home ; and who 
does not know that these are richer and better 
Uian words can express ? 

But this hbme we cannot always inhabit. 
All these recollections, so dear to the heart, 
must be scattered. " The fashion of this world 
passeth away." 

And as we are taken from this loved place, 
we are borne to the long home of the bpdy. 
Many are there who have preceded us, and 
who, side by side, are quietly sleeping their 
last sleep. « 

Many who started with us on life's race 
course, eager for the goal, have drooped by 
the way-side, and beneath the morning sun. 

The willow now Bends over their narrow 
house, and the pansey weeps upon the sod. 
And is it a melancholy thought that we too 
must follow in their footsteps.^ • . * 

Is it fead to think that we must soon cease to 
mingle with the living, and be numbered 
among the vast congregation of the dead ? ^ 

Not to the heart baptized in the fountam 
which Jesus opened ; not to any one who has 
right views of life. To all such, "to die is 
gain." 

With the anticipation of death Christianity 
associates no element of gloom or of sadness ; 
and, in this respect, the popular taste, I am 
glad to see, is gradually conforming itself to 
the spirit of the gospel. The most cheerful 
and lovely places are every where beginning 
to be sought for the long home of the body — 
the willow and#fir have been brought forward 
to add to the solemn beauty of the spot. The 
sweetest and most fragrant flowers impart to 
it an air of cheerfulness ; and the murmuring 
brook sings its song of joy, close by the dwel- 
lings of the departed. *The feathered song- 
sters warble their sweetest notes over their 
heads — the sunshine gleams through the 
sparkling branches of the trees — and, falling 
upon the springing grass, mingles, with no ' 
sudden transition, the stern facts of life with 
the sombre realities of death. Here is the 
body's home. 

But there is another. It is the home of the 
spirit. To this we are all hastening. Unfike 
our earthly home, this is not subject to decay 
and change. • There sin never enters. There 
sorrow is never known. Thete death has no 
power. This home Jesusf came to reveal to 
the dying of earth. He taught us heaven's 
attractions. He pointed our attention to the 
Father who is there, and whose smile is all 
the heaven man needs to know. He has gone 
there before us, and is waiting to welcome our 
approach. 

There shall we all eventually meet, and 
meeting, part no more. Childless mother, thy 
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little one that budded here, is blossoming in 
heaven, and shall be given Aiee once more. 
Weeping father, be strong of heart ; for tl»y 
son is gone, not lost, and will once more be 
permitted to embrace thee. 

Mourner, whoever thou art, bear tip a little 
longer; for Grod smites only to heal ; he takes 
ifrom earth, only to transplant in a happier 
clime. 

If sickness then, or poverty, or discord, or 
somow visit our earthly homes ; if the home of 
the body seem drear and desolate ; let us raise 
our thoughts to that home of the spirit where 
all is purity and joy. v » 

And when the present world shall be ours 
no longer, with the crown of life upon our 
brows, and the palm-w;f'eaths in our hands, 
will we join the great family of God, and sing 
•* home, sweet, sweet home, there's no place 
like home." 



Speak no III. 

* BT CHARLES SWAIN. 

Nay, speak no ill— a kindly word 

Can never leave a sting behind, 
And 6h ! to breathe each tale we've heard. 

Is far below a noble mind. 
Full oft a better seed is sown. 

By choosmg thus the kinder plan ; 
For if bat little good be known. 

Still let ns speak the best we can. 

Give me the heart that fain would bide— - 

Would fain another's faults efface ; 
How can it pleasure human pride, 

To prove humani^ but base ? 
No : let us reach a higher mood, 

A nobler estimate of man ; 
Be earnest in the search of, good, 

And speak of all the best we can. 

Then speak no ill — but lenient be 

To others* failings as your own ; 
If you're the first a fault to see. 

Be not the fiVst to make it known. 
For life is but a passmg day. 

No lip mayvtell bow brief its span ; 
Then, oh, the little time we stay. 

Let's speak of all the best we can ! 



He thai clothes the poor, clothes his own 
soul. He that sweetens the cup of affliction, 
sweetens his own heart. He that feeds the 
hungry) spreads o>it a banquet for himself more 
sweet than luxiiry can bestow. 



Spring. 

Spring, where are you tarrying now. 
Why are you so long nnfelt ? 

Winter went a Inonth ago. 
When the snow began to melt. 

I am coming, little maiden. 
With the pleasant sunshine laden ; 
With the honey for the bee, 
With the blossoin for the tree. 
With the flower and with the leaf: 
Till I come the time is brief. 

I am coming, I am coming ! 
Hark ! the little bee is humming ; 
See, the lark b soaring high 
In the bright and sunny sky ; 
And the gnats are on the wing — 
Little maiden, now is Spring ! 

See; the yellow catkins cover 
All the slender willows over ; 
And on mossy banks so green 
St^rlike primroses are seen ; 
And their clustering leaves below 
White and purple violets blow. 

Hark. ! the little lambs are bleating ; 
And the cawing rooks are meeting 
In the elms, a noisy crowd ; 
And all birds are singing loud ; 
And the first white butterfly 
In the sun goes flitting by. 

Little maiden, look around thee ! 
Green and flowery fields surround thee. 
Every little stream is bright ; 
All the orchard trees are white ; 
And 9ach small and waving shoot 
Has for thee sweet flower or fruit. 

Turn thy eyes to earth and heaven ! 
God for thee the Spring has given ; 
Taught the birds their melodies ; 
Clothed the earth and cleared the sjdes ; 
For thy pleasure or thy food — 
Pour thy soul in gratitude ! 
> So mayst thou 'mid blessings dwell 
Little maiden, fare thee well. 



Influence. — Every person has more or less 
influence. The greater the talent, the larger 
the wealth, the higher the oflice, the wider will 
be the influence. Remember this, and so live 
that your good deeds and daily example may 
lead to truth and virtue. 
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The Apostle Paul. 

The individual whose name stands here be- 
fore ,U8, is one of the most justly distinguished 
in the Christian history. He was bom in Tar- 
sus, a sea p^ of the Mediterranean. He was 
highly educated, and ranked among the most 
distinguished of the learned men of the nation. 
His religion was the Jewish, and he was filled 
with the strongest indignation against the 
Christians. He gladly joined in the most cruel 
persecutions going on against them in the 
early days of the Gospel. 

In the midst of his mad career, he was sud- 
denly and miraculously converted to the Chris- 
tian religion. The account of this conversion 
is given in his own eloquent language in the 
Acts of the Apostles. After this conversion 
he became a most zealouji and efficient minister 
of the faith which he once sought to destroy. 
He preached the Gospel in some of the most 
renowned cities of the East»— in Jerusalem, 
in Rome, in Corinth, Athens, Ephesus, at An- 
tioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and many other 
places. He suffered the most grievous perse- 
eutions — scourging, imprisonment, perils of va^ 
rious kinds — venturing and offering his life in 

. the great cause he had so strongly espoused. 
He was retarded by nof obstacles, intimidated 
by no opposition. When at last called to die, 
as it is believed he was under the power of the 
cruel emperor Nero, he was in readiness to be 
sacrificed. '* I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I hs^ve 
fought the good fight, I have finished my course, 

^I have kept the faith." 

The character and example of this emftient 
apostle^ are full of instruction to all who would 
become acquainted with the great mission of 
Christianity. His whole soul was in his work. 
He was not a professor only, but a living and 
toiling disciple of his Master. He says, ^' What 
. things were gain to me, those I counted loss 
for him ; yea, doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord." He was fearless. No 
opposition daunted him. He stood arraigned 



for his religion before governors and kings, but 
even there he nobly and successfully vindicated 
his cause, " in nothing terrified by his adversa- 
ries." He trusted in the omnipotence of truth. 
Yet he was a humble man. He reckoned him- 
self ** among the chief of sinners," and as * 
** less than the least of all isaints." He ^as a 
man of most exalted piety. He would have 
men love Grod for his goodness an^ kindness — 
for that abundant grac^ he has bestowed upqn 
our race. "What shall we say then? Sl^all 
we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
God forbid ; how shall we that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein." He thought that all 
Christians should be dead to sin, and alive to 
righteousness. 

What a bright example, then, have we here. 
Let us see how we can copy it. Let us fre- 
quently consult the history of this eminent man. 
It vnll amply repay us. We commend such a 
study to the young. In looking after good bio- 
graphy to read, do not forget the life of the 
Apostle Paul. It is worth a world full of much 
of the light trashy and utterly profitless reading 
now often issued ^om the press and thrust in 
the way of our young an^ eager readers. Be- 
ware of the poison — ^but seek the good. 



A Bad Training— A Bad 'End. 

Lucian Hall, a man recently executed at 
New Haven, Ct., for the commission of a hoi> 
rid murder, saysHo the world in his last words, 
that he imputes his life of crime and infamy, 
and his miserable death, to & want of early re- 
ligious training. What a warning to negligent 
parents and to wayward and disobedient youth ! 
Here is i^e testimony an the very words of the 
prisoner. Mark one expression here. ** I never 
heard a prayer in my father's house." 0, how 
many go out into the world from prayerless 
homes. Christian parent — do not forget the 
influence of prayer. Let it be heard in your 
home, that such a word as is here uttered by 
this dying criminal may never be spoken by 
your child. i 

" I have given a full and true account of all 
the crimes I have committed in my short* life. 
I desire before I close, to say to all the reader* 
of this book, that I impute all my wickedness 
and crime to a bad bringing up. Nobody ever 
gave me good advice ; my father either made 
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me work, or allowed me to play ob the Bab- 
bath ; and I pever heard a prayer in my father's 
house. If I had been taken to church, and re 
ligiously tauffht, I should not now be in my 

S resent situation. I wish to say to all parents, 
o not bring up your ohildi'en as I was brotight 
* UP. Give them* the advantages of schooling, 
of religion, and of good advice. For want of 
thes^, I was led to be what 1 am. I wish to 
warn all young people against the course I 
have taken.. Beware how yon reject good ad^ 
. vice, or break the Sabbath. If you have ,ieli- 
gious friends and religious privileges, value 
5iem more than any thing else ; receive the ad- 
vice of such friends ; improve those privileges 
while you have them. I wish with my last 
bteath to warn all the young against the ne- 

glect of religion and the Sabbath, which have 
rought me to ruin. I have suffered a g(eat 
deal, and enjoyed myself very little, and have 
Ibuud that the vwiy of transgression is hard." 



A Teacher's Voice. 

^rf excellent teacher lately expressed her 
regret, at the apparent indolence and utter in- 
difierence (^ one of her pupils in all that per- 
tained to her religious improvement, beyond 
the mere recitation of answe|^ to the specified 
questions of each Sunday's lesson. She has 
watched over her and kboi^ with the utmost 
indulgence and kindness for two or more years, 
and feels at length, nearly discouraged. Her 
improvement, she feels can scarcely be recorded. 
This pupil enjoys excelknt health of body and 
mind — is active in all juyenilef occupations and 
amusements not involving mental application , 
and in her class stands by an intelligent, reflect- 
ing miss, whose improvement from month to 
^nth would seem to be a sufficient incitement 
to progress for the most indifllerent s^tK>lar. 

This teacher lifts her voice with hundreds in 
our ranks, to express her conviction that indif- 
ference at home, on the part of the parents, is 
the cause — ^that it is an almost unsurmonntable 
obstacle in the way of successful religious cul- 
tivation among our youth. Alas ! Alas ! 

A parent indifferent ! A mother less interested 
for her young daughter than a stranger! A 
fathef indifferent to the eternal interests of a 
loved child, when a personal stranger to him 
and his family, adopts her as a scholar and Sab- 
bath day child, devotedly applying herself to 
the spiritual improvement of her young heart, 



watching f^om week to week, and waiting even 
years for* the crowning of her wishes, the an- 
swer to her prayers ! 

Strange indeed! Yet, what remedy? Toil 
for the teacher is still the word. We must 
visit, converse with, awaken and interest those 
parents on the great subject of religious culture , 
of spiritual improvement, and as far as possible 
explain our relation to the childrenftis their spi- 
ritual guardians and Christian monitors, dis- 
cuss our mutual responsibilities, and in short, 
first convert the parents: ere we can hope to 
witness the fulfilment of our wishes in relation 
to our pupils, and perceive that growth in 
grace and inihe knowledge of God, which we 
feel to be the only power that can save those 
young beings from the evil influences of the 
world in which they are soon to move. 

Fellow-laborers, let us not ' faint' I Let us 
not be * weary in well doing." E. 



A Good Book* 

Words in a Sunday School is the title of 
an uncommonly interesting and instlructive little 
volume, bearing date 1842 ; a work which we 
wish might be in every juvenile library in New 
England. It is niost especially deserving a 
place in all our Sabbath School libraries, and a 
recommendation from aH earnest, devoted teach- 
ers to the pupils under their care. We wish it 
were the pocket companion of every miss and 
master over ten years of age-7their fountain of 
daily refreshing knowledge. 
«• Go, do thy gracious work ; and onward (are. 

Leaving, like angel-guest, a blessing every- 
where!** 

Published by Fenjamin H. Greene, Boston. 



Youth's Frietid« 

This is the title of a beautiful white and lively 
looking sheet from Cincinnati, Ohio, devoted to 
youthful instruction, and edited by "Friend 
Abel,*' our aealous brother A. C. Thomas, of 
that city. We admire the paper, and shall hail 
it with gladness whenever it appears, €rod*s 
blessings on all conceriied in it. Let our chil- 
dren m that. great West be well fed with the 
bread of the Gospel. So we pray. 
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A Word to the Sabbath School Teacher, 

It is not surprising that with some minds 
there should be hesitancy, and doubt, and mis- 
giving in the work of Sabbath School instruc- 
tion. Thesa will occasionally arise ; they will 
come in various forms. But they are to be met, 
considered, encountered and overcome. There 
are the duties of the teacher, making fearful 
the souL But what are these other than du- 
ties which every Christian has enjoined iipon 
, him? The teacher should be acquainted with 
his religion. He should study the Scriptures, 
seek to di^ipline his mind, and store it ij^ith 
heavenly wisdom. He should be an example 
to the world, of honesty, uprightness, benevo- 
' ' lence, devotion to the best interests of humanity , 
and of filial reverence to Grod. He should be 
wilUng and ready to communicate of his ppi- 
ritual blessings to others. So should every pro- 
fessing Christian, whether a teacher or not. It 
is required of' us all that we be found faithful 
according^ to that which we have. This the 
Sabbath School teacher should remember. He 
ia only called upon to exercise and improve the 
gift that is in him. This is his privilege and 
blessing as well as duty. 

The teacher is, moreover, to consider that 
the work- of preparation for the class is not so 
formidable as is frequently Imagined. A few 
hours each week are enough for this purpose ; 
and nearly every teacher can find this amount 
of time. If there is an earnest mind, this time 
will be found. In it, the wants of the class 
may be called up^ the lessons examined, ques- 
tions arising out of them noted, and such topics 
of conversation as it may seem will be most 
profitable, resolved upon. The teacher need 
not seek to go beyond the reach of his abilities, 
and thfn become disheartened. If he considers 
himself insufficient fof one class, let him seek 
another. Somewhere he may,, doubtless, do 
well. Earnestness, determination, persever- 
ance, zeal; these will often work wonders, 
where the fearful, and tardy, and misgiying 
mind does nothing. All great works depend on 
the virtues just named. Peter the Hermit had 
them, or he never would, have raised that army 
of crusaders. The hiimble' Sabbath School 
teacher muy accomplish with them a work far 



greater than in his feeble beginnings he had oc- 
casion to imagine. 



Sabbath School Exhibition at Salem. 

We find the 'subjoined account of a recent 
Sabbath School Exhibition in the First Univer- 
salist Church in Salem, in the ** Register," a 
paper of that city. The writer, who was pre- 
sent^ says : 

*'It ip no disparagement to former Exhibi- 
tions to say that this has never been excelled. 
The selection of subjects was very judicious — 
many of them entirely of a sacred or religious 
character, and all conveying a moral worthy of 
remembrance and practice. The most attrac- 
tive piece, perhaps, was a rustic song called the 
'* Altars of Nature," in which three young 
ladies severally represent Ceres, the Genius of 
Corn — Pomona, the Genius of Orchard and . 
vine^roits — ^and Feronia, the Genius of Forests 
and forest-fruits. As attendants of these, throe 
little girls, from seven to ten years of age, are 
selected as Gleaners, three as Fruiters, and 
three as Nutters— -each dressed in white and 
crowned with Gipsy hats, which-were encircled 
with wreatha of artificial flowers, and provided 
with a neat basket containing their respective 
gifts. This piece was written by Rev. Abel 
C. Thomas, author of * Flora and the Seasons/ 
and its performance on this occasion did great 
credit, both to its talented writer and to the ja* 
venile vocalists . who rehearsed it. This alone 
was worth double the price of admission. Pass- 
ing by the various interesting dialogues and . 
single pieces, we have room only ta mention 
the concluding piece, *The Sister Band,' 
spoken by nine young ladies, personating Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Uentleness, Good- 
ness, Faith, Meekness, Temperance. This is ^ 
very touching and beautiful, and was admirably 
executed. We select these as the more promi- 
nent subjects, though all were highly interest- * 
ing and instructive, and the entire services were 
calculated to awaken a more lively interest in 
the moral and religious education of cliildren." 



Sabbath School JHqsIc Book, 

This is the title of a little Singing Book 
handed us. It is designed for Sabbath Schools, 
and is edited by Professor J. B. Woodbury of 
this city. There are some very pleasant and 
lively airs in the book, and the hjrmnsare gene- 
rally unexceptionable for all sects. It may be 
had at the principal book stores. 



A newspaper is about to be established in 
the city of Jerusalem. 
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in^ We publish the following as a matter of 
daty. It speaks for itself, and ought to be in 
all our papers, and posted up at all our. doors, 
greeting us when we go out and when we eome 
in , till the evil is abated , if not wholly removed . 
The Dram Shops of Boston are among the 
worst scourges of our land. Their stench goes 
out into all the region round about, an offence 
to God and to men. « 

Office of the Society for the Piseventioii 
of Paaperism. 

At a meeting of the government of the So- 
ciety for the " Prevention of Pauperism,*' on 
Friday the 3d of April, 1846, at their office, 
the subject of the Poor, and the causes of Pau- 
perism being under consideration, it was unani- 
mously agreed— r 

1. That a very large share of the Fcmerty 
and Crime of this city originates in the Dram 
Shops — so thkkly scattered (some of them open 
on the Sabbath) and^ which are mainly sup- 
ported by the poor or laboring classes, often to 
the ruin of themselves and their families, and 
famishing inmates for our House of Industry 
and Correction. 

3. It being our conviction that a large share 
of the suffering of the poor, the neglect of the 
young, the increase of crime, and the degrada- 
tion of the poorer classes, has its origin in the 
sale of intoxicating drinks, we are of the opin- 
ion that it is impossible to do much to elevate 
I)ermanently a large, class of our fellow-crea- 
tures, vrith such destructive influences to de- 
press them, constantly in operation. 

3. It was voted, That a request be made to 
His Honor the Mayor, and the Alderman, to 
adopt more energetic measures to close those 
sources of Crime and Pauperism, the Ihxtm 
Shops of tho city. 

4. It was voted. That the names of the go- 
vernment of this Society be annexed, and that 
the same bo presented to the Honorable the 
Mayor an^ Alderman, and be published in the 
papers of this city. 

Samuel A. Elliot, PresidhU, 

Artemas Simonds,' "] 

Moses Grant, 

Henry W. Holbrook, 

Jabez C. Howe, 
Andrew Gushing, SecWy. 
Isaac Means, Treasurer, 

DIRECTORS, 



V. Presidents. 



Samuel Johnson-, 
Thomas TarbeU, 
William Howe, 
Charles F. Barnard, 
Francis D. Stedman, 
George A. Oviatt, 



Wanren Burton, 
Andrew Bigelow, 
Thomas Thwing, 
William H. Hatch, 
Thomas Hollis, 
E. M, P. Wells, 



Sabbath School Exhibition in Boston. 

We have received the following account of 
the recent Sabbath School ' Exhibition at the 
First Universalist Church in this city. The 
\mter, Br. E. W. Coffin, will excuse us for 
shortening it. This is our rule now. We are 
obliged to him for the account. 

'* The speaking continued about an hour,, 
when the infant class, about twenty in number, 
whose ages I should judge were five years of 
age and under, came upon the stage and re- 
galed us with their infantile voices in the song. 
After that came the presentation •of a gold 
pendl to their teacher in -music, as a token of 
their aflfectionate regard, for the kind and faith- 
ful manner in which he had taught them '' so , 
merrily to si.ig." It was presented in behalf 
of the schooi by master James A. Davis, ac- 
companied by an affectionate address, delivered 
in a*manner that would have done honor to a 
public orator ; which was responded to by some 
very pertinent remaiks by the teacher. This 
wastruly an interesting scene ; afid I could al- 
most wish myself in his place ; not so much for 
the sake of getting the gold pencil, as the joy- 
ful satisfaction one must feel in seeing hislabois 
80 well appreciated. 

But the most pleasing part of the exercises 
was the performance of that beautiful * Opera,* 
"The Altars of Nature," written by Br. 
Abel C. Thomas. And what is theie, " that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel? 'J This 
was performed by fifteen young ladies ; and 
considering this age, the short time, as I am 
told they had to learn the piece — for it was all 
committed to memory — and make other prepa- 
rations, I think it could not have been performed 
better. Although the piece was long — ^being 
over half an hour in the performance — they all 
went through with their several parts without 
being once prompted, and without making one 
mistake. But I can say no more : all the exer- 
cises were interesting — all seemed pleased, as 
I have no doubt benefitted by the meeting. So 
fully satisfied am I of the utility of these exhi- 
bitions, that I would advise all our S^unday 
Schools, whenever they can to ' go and do like- 
wise." E. W. C." 

We give also an extract from an account in 
the Trumpet, written by the same brother, of 
the Exhibition in the Warren street Church, on 
Fast Day, April 2. 

** The house was crowded in every part, and 
a most marked interest^ manifested during the 
whole exercises, *The pieces were of such a 
character — combining the pleasing with the 
moral and instructive — as to display good taste 
and judgment, on the part of the teachers, in 
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their selectioa and arrangement. Many of the 
pieces, I noticed, were * original — written by a 
teacher ;' and if I mistake not, quite a number 
of them were written by one of the teachers 
whose whole body and soul, and strength, and 
pen, are^engagedin the cause of Sabbath^chools. 
The speaking was all of the first order. When 
tiie exercises commenced, I began with the 
purpose of noting down the best performances, 
but I was soon obliged to abandon the design ; 
for I found I was getting them all best. I will 
only say, then, there were about sixty masters 
and misses, who took part in the exercises ; and 
each* one performed his part admirably. 

" After the speaCking there was a fehort inter- 
mission ; at which time a young child—one of 
the tender lambs of the flock — was brought for- 
ward and offered up in solemn dedication to 
Grod, with the united prayer of pastor and pa- 
rents, that it may be brought up in ^ the nurture 
and sulmonition of the Lord.' " 

The " Altars of Nature'* was admirably 
spoken here too. That piece seems to be well 
received wherever it is spoken. So it Sjeems 
that our Sabbath School Exhibitions do not de- 
cline in interest. 



(Cf^ There was a very interesting Sabbath 
School Exhibition in the Melodeon in this city 
on Thursday evening, April 23d. It was in 
behalf of the Sabbath School belonging to the 
Uuiversalist Free Church. Scholars from other 
Sabbath Schools joined in the exercises of the 

occasion. 

-J , 

ICf* Br. Usher tells us that there is to be 
another Sabbath School Annual issued . this 
year, which will be a greater attraction than 
"the other one." We are glad. That went 
well with our young and old folks. We don't 
care how much better the next one is. Excel- 
sior ! is our word. 



lO* We shall be pleased to hear from Br. 
Grosh, of Reading, Pa., as Br. Bemarest pro- 
mises. 



ICFWe must exhort some' of our kind cor- 
respondents to exercise patience. They will 
appear as we can make the variety come right. 



NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

" Gf. L. DEMAREST, Editor. 



Father Mathkw. — The Coik Reporter an- 
nounces that the collossal statue of this Apostle 
of Temperance is nearly completed. 



A Third Letter to the WiUiamsbarsh Son- 
day School. 

Willi AMSBtiRGH, March 20, 1846. 
Children : In ancient times, many hundred 
years ago, before gunpowder was invented, ci- 
ties were surrounded with walls, which served 
as a defence, to a. great extent, from robbers 
and enemies of every sort. These walls were 
made very strong and thick ; and weigp provided 
with towers and other fortifications. When 
properly guarded, a very few persons would be 
able to defend themselves in them for a con- 
siderable time from a large army ; often until 
help ^ould arrive. Those who wished to con- 
quer a city with strong walls, would try to beat 
down a part of the wall, so as to be able to get 
inside of the city. This they would do by va- 
rious means, the most successful of which was 
the battering ram — a enormous machine with a 
head like a ram — which wa^ swung on posts 
properly arrange^ and having been pulled 
back by a great deal of labor, was allowed to 
go forward by its own weight, and thus4oosen 
tlie stones, if the persons in the city could not ' 
hinder it. It took much time to reduce a city 
by this process, and every reader can see how 
important to it were its walls. 

The city of Jerusalem was surrounded by 
walls of great strength, which served a very 
important purpose in its history. The outer 
wall was a very extraordinary work of art : it 
was nearly 45 feet high, about 17, broad, and 
was made of stones 35 feet long ! This wall 
prevented the ruin of the Jews, at an earlier 
period than their final destruction. Antioch 
had walls nearly four miles in length. The 
walls of Athens were 60 feet }iigh, and made 
entirely of hewn stone. Those of Babylon 
are said to have been 300 feet high, ana 75 feet 
broad, and to have had a hundred massy gates 
of brass. They must have been, in all, about 
25 miles long. The walls of Thebes were 24 
feet thick. 

These are some of the most remarkable cities 
of the ancient times ; and the size of their walls 
shows how important these means of defence 
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were deemed to be. If Ihey had been without 
walls,, they would have suffered continual fear 
of being destroyed, or very much injured, by 
their enemies, .when nations were uncivilized, 
and every man a warrior or a robber, or both. 
Cities having no walls were liable to be over- 
run or destroyed, whenewr assailed by a force 
larger in number than its inhabitants. 

Solomon says, (Proverbs xxv. 28) " He that 
hath no rule over his own spirit is like a dty 
that is broken down, and without walls." I 
suppose you are able to understand, from what 
I have told you, how deplorable Solomon con- 
Mders the case of the passionate man. He is 
surrounded by a multitude of circumstances 
which, if he would but govern his temper — 
that is, build a strong wall — would not annoy 
him at all ; but having no government himself, 
they vex and trouble him, render him unhappy, 
and make him more and tnore a slave to sin. 
Remember, then, what Solomon says of the 
passionate man. Make the wall of your spirit 
the example of Christ. Keep that in memory; 
and you will be safe and happy. 

Your affectionate Superintendent. 



Why ? 

We are commanded "to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with God." (Mi- 
cah vi. 8.) Why should we do this ? Why obey 
the Loi^D ? 

1. Because He loves its. John, " the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, gives this as a sufficient 
reason for loving God. (1 John iv. 19.) And 
iie tells us {I John v. 3) that to love GrOD is to 
keep His commandments. Can we refuse |;o 
obey Him when he is so constantly showing 
His great love for usi 

2. Because it is ^ood. (Micah vi. 8.) The 
good child will love and obey his father. God 
is our Father : shall we not be good children 
in His sight? 

3. It will make us liappi/. (Psalm cxix. 165 ; 
Isaiah xxxii. 17; Philippians iv. 8, 9; and 
i&any other passages.) God has made us so, 
that if we do right we must be happy ; so that 
if we would truly enjoy ourselves in the world, 
we must obey Him 



Qualifications of Teachers. 

The first requisites of a faithful teacher are, 
a mild, gentle, amiable, and conciliating dispo- 
sition ; great patience ; even temper, and per- 
severing industry, combined with an ardent 
piety. 

A teachfer should possess an accurate, and 
tolerably extensive acquaintance with Divine 
truth ; his views should be clear and enlarged. 
To much love in the heart, he should add much 
light in the mind. If conscious of any con- 
siderable defect in religious knowledge, let his 
official station stimulate him to a more*diligeiit 
perusal of the Sacred Scriptures. 

A heart most deeply interested in the cause 
of reUgious education, is a very necessary qua- 
lification ; without this, there can be no energy 
or success. A heartfelt attachment to the 
cause will carry a teacher triumphantly through 
the many discouragements, difficulties, and sac- 
rifices which he will be called to sustain. 

*A teacher in fine should be 

^* Much impressed 

Himself, as conscious of his sacred charge, 

And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 

May feel it too ; affection in look, 

And tender in address.*' 

A teacher should never forget the reflex in- 
fluence, which his station, by God's blessing, is 
so well calculated to produce, in his own ad- 
vancement in the living faith, •and practical 
piety of the Gospel. He tnustsetthe example, 
as well as give the precepts, of religion to his 
charge. And let hini take heed, lest he fall 
short of those religious and moral attainments, 
which he is to be the instrument of securing to 
others. 

Punctuality is one of the chi^f of a faithful 
teacher's virtues. One who is punctually at 
his post will gain an ascendency over his pupils, 
that rarely fal)s to the lot of an irregular and 
dilatory teacher. Indeed a school can never 
prosper with unpunctual teachers ; and one bad 
example will tenclto produce more. Let every 
one who is disposed to neglect his duty in this 
matter consider these few things : 

1. He betrays the trust reposed in him. 

2. He deranges the order of the school. 

3. He deprives the children of his class of a 
portion of the instruction they should receive. 
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4. He sets an example to his fellow teach- 
ers, which, if followed, must completely over- 
tarn the school ; or, at least, all its good effects. 

Patience and love must not be overlooked in 
considering the requisite virtues of teachers. 
The instruction of children who have every 
thing to learn will often require the utmost 
stretch of forbearance. The little vexations and 
irritations which arise to try the temper of Sun- 
day School teachers are innumerable and un- 
ceasing. Yet, t© be successful, we must be pa- 
tient in our temper, 'and affectionate in our 
manner. Jes^s loved little children, and how 
inviting were his methods of instilling his prin- 
ciples into the minds and hearts of those who 
listened to him ! What a power will affection — 
especially affection for children — throw into our 
instructions ; and it will preserve the equanimity 
and sweetness of our temper ai]|id a thousand 
provocations. 



Reading, Pa« 

Br. Grosh writes : " We have had our dou- 
ble Exhibition, last Friday and Monday (April 
10 and 13.) The first one, proper notice was 
not given, and every church in the place (I be- 
lieve) had a meeting appointed, so that onr au- 
dience was not as large as 'on previous occa- 
sions. But last Monday evening the house was 
filled. Of seventy-four pupils who had com- 
mitted and practised pieces for speaking, four 
or five failed (ftom ilJness or timidity) to ap- 
pear ; but the rest spoke, and nearly all spoke 
well. Our singing was very good — part of it 
excellent — and two solos in particular, by little 
misses about seven or eight years old, were 
performed admirably. The singing by our In- 
fant class is generally much admired, as, in- 
deed, we think it well deserves to be. Our 
school is steadily on the increase — the atten- 
dance reaching up to the even 100, or in its 
vicinity, whenever weather permits. We have 
purchased some two hundred new volumes ot 
books for the library, besides purchasing an 
entire ne>y «et of class books, for the whole 
school. We shall make a few more additions 
to our library and apparatus for the School, this 
spring, and are about to organize our school 
into a Singing school for the afternoon sessions, 



giving only one session per •day to the other 
lessons;'* 

Br. G. gives us reason to hope for a budget 
of articles for the " Teacher," ^hich will be 
truly acceptable. / 



The Deaf and Dumb. 

In old times, those who were so unfortunate 
as not to be able to speak or hear, had no means 
of instruction. They grew up and died, with- 
out being able to write their thoughts, or to 
read pleasant books. But of late years, tlie 
power of teaching them by signs has been car- 
ried to such perfection, that they can read and 
write perfectly well. Institutions for their in- 
struction are now established in nearly all Chris- 
tian countries. The best in this country is at 
Hartford, Connecticut. It is a most beautiful 
sight to see these unfortunate children striving 
so eager to receive the ideas through their im- 
perfect senses, and to express them by means 
of a language they have never heard spoken. 

The piipik in the Deaf and Dumb School at 
Exeter, England, lately wrote and printed a 
little book, which they dedicated to their tdkch- 
er. One little boy, named John Wilton, writes 
to her thus, * Dearest Madam, I and my dear 
school-fellows desire to put your great name in 
this little boojc to give it to you. We all love 
you ; because you thought about us in our young 
life, and built this house for us, with youj many 
friends. We look at this beautiful place, and 
we think of you, and we think of our ignorance, 
and loneliness, and unhappiness, before we 
came here ; and we ss^ we truly love you, and 
your name is in our hearts and in our mindt, 
and your face is confirmed to us. You knew 
me in my little years, and I was at your house 
for teaching ; but some of iny school-fellows did 
not see you before, but they sign to me that 
they are grateful, as I am, to you. We pray 
much for you. Do you like us to pray for you V 

The volume is composed of short religious 
pieces, written by several deaf and dumb boys ; 
but the most beautiful spirit among them all is 
named Hugh Goyle. He writes : ' O, my God, 
thou knowest I have no hatred to men. I would 
hot have revenge to any. But, 0, my Father, 
when any one teases me, my heart is hot with 
passion, and my face is red, and my eyes are 
bright to anger. But I will not beat him. I 
will not slander about him. I will not keep 
malice against him; because I suffer for my 
Jesus Christ. I try to suppress evil passiona 
like him. I endeavor to bear tribulation with 
noble mind. But, O my Father, I tell thee it 
is hard to know well about this, because I tm 
ignorant. O, my God, I am humble in thy 
sight, because I know I, am imperfect in my all. 
I feel sin is dull to me. It has no pretty thoughts, 
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and no peace. I have looked at the new bird in 
the cage, and it was uneasy, and it disliked the 
prison. It would fly away in the pure air to the 
high tree. Sin is like a cage to me, because it 
makes my mind unhappy and heavy. I every 
day pray thee to pardon me, because every day 
I do sin in thy sight, ,0 my Father. I believe 
that prayer prevails with thee, and I am at rest 
in my heart, I know I often ask what is not 
proper for me ; but thou refusest to give me, 
because thou art merciful and wise. I ask much 
money of thee, becatise I think to be charitable 
to poor men ; but thou givest me no great mo- 
ney ; for thou knowest it would make me proud, 
and vain, and indolent. Thou givest me all 
things better than money. Thou givest me ^b^ 
tience. Thou givest me thirst for knowledge! 
Thou givest me cheerfulness in my religion. 
Thou givest me trust in my Jesus Christ. Thou 
givest me charity in heart that makes me pray 
to thee for others ; and I am happy with all thy 
doings to me. My heart sings to thee*. I choose 
■pretty words in mind for thee. I have great 
names for thee in my heart. I love to hold con- 
verse with thee ; and I sometimes weep to thee, 
O my Father. My father-man is gone from me, 
O Grbd^ and I am my own one Hugh Coyle in 
the world. I am poor in my clothes, and I am 
like a tree in the far wide field. But I see thou 
givest trees new dresses ; and I see thou makest 
men kind to thy little birds and pretty animals ; 
and I know thou wilt make men friends to me, 
and kind to me ; because thou art happy to love 
me, and see me pray, O my Father.* — Fhwers 
for Children, 



• Sacred Truth. 

The fairest productions of human wit, after 
a few perusals, like gathered flowers, wither 
in oxit hands, and lose their fragrancy ; but 
Scripture precepts, like unfading plants of Pa- 
radise, become, as we are accustomed to them, 
still more and more beautiful ; ihe/r bloom ap- 
pears to be daily heighfened ; fresh odours to 
be emitted, and new sweets extracted from 
thena. He who hath once tasted their excel- 
lencies, will desire to taste them again ; and he 
who tastes them pftenest, will relish them best. 



I Won't. 

I * won't,' said a child to his kind parent, 
when he had be6n requested to do a little favor. 
That child is now despised by his associates, 
and shunned by the virtuous and good. 

* I won't,' was the exclamation of a scholar, 
whose teacher had labored faithfully with him, 
when he was asked to be punctual at school, 
and commit his lessons more perfectly. That 
scholar is now employed as one of the lowest 
servants in an extensive establishment. 



JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 



" All thy children shall be taaght of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peaee of thy children." 



ORIGINAL. 

Adam's Death. 

[from the GERMAN.] 

Adam was nine hundred and thirty years old 
when he perceived the word of the Judge in 
himself: ^^ Thou shaJt surely die.^^ 

" Let all my sons com^ before me," said he 
to the weeping Eva, " that I may see, and bless 
them." They all came at the father's word, 
and stood before him, many "hundred in number, 
and besought earnestly that his life might be 
spared. 

" Who among yoU," said Adam, "will go 
to the holy mountain? perhaps he may find 
mercy for me,^nd bring me the fruit from the 
Tree of Life." Immediately all his sons offered 
them elves ; and Seth, the gentle one, was 
chosen by the father for the message. 

His head strewed with ashes, he hastened 
and delayed not, till he stood before the gate of 
Paradise. " Have compassion on my father, 
Oh thou merciful One, (thus prayed he,) and 
send to hinx a fruit from the Tree of Life." 

Quickly stood the shining cherub before him, 
and instead of ihQ fruit of^he Tree of Life, he 
held in his hand- a branch of three leaves : 
" bear this to thy father," thus said he, gently, 
" for his last consolation here, for eternal life 
dwells not upon the earth. Haste thee ; his 
hour has come." 

Quickly hastened Seth and c^ist himself down 
and said, ** No fruit from the Tree of Life do I 
bring thee, my father — only this branch hais the 
angel given me, for thy last consolation here." 

The dying one took the branch and rejoiced. 
He inhaled the perfumes of Paradise. His soul 
rose up within him : " children," said he, 
** eternal is not for us upon thi^ earth : I am 
near unto it. From these leaver do I breathe 
in the hope of another life — a consolation." He 
closed his eyes, and his spirit fled^ 

Adam's children buried their father and wept 
for him thirty days : hut Seth wept not. He 
planted the branch on his fathei's grave, at the 
head of the dead, and called it the branch of a 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEAdHER. 



144, 



> new life-— of the resurrection from the dead. 

The little branch grew into a great tree, and 
many children of Adam strengthened them- 
selves beneath it, with the hope of another life. 
At length arose another generation. In the 
garden of David did the Tree of Promise put 
forth its sweetest blossom?, until his faithless 
sons began to doubt concerning immortality; 
then it withered, yet its blossoms came unto 
another people. And, when a branch from this 
tree — ^the restorer of immortality gave up his 
holy life, he spread the hope of another life, 
far and wide among all people. 

Elizabeth. 



• From the Presbyterian. 

Perseverance. 

At one of the recent anniversaries in New 
York, a speaker concluded his exhortation to 
perseverance by reciting the following verses : 

A swallow in the Spring 
Came to our granary, and 'neath the eaves 
Essayed to make a nest, and there did bring 

Wet earth and straw and leaves. 

Day after day she toiled, 
With patient art, bat ere her work was crowned, 
Some sad mishap the tiny fabric spoiled, 

And dashed it to the ground. 

She found the ruin wrpught, 
But not cast down, forth from the place she flew. 
And with her mate, fresh earth and grasses 
brought, 

And built her nest anew. 

But scarcely bad she placed ' 
The last soft feather on its ample floor, 
When wicked hand, or chance, again laid waste, 

And wrought the ruin o'er. 

Bat still her h^art she kept. 
And toiled again ; — and last night, hearing calls, 
I looked, apd lo ! three little swallows slept 

Within the earth-made walls. 

What truth is here, O Man ! 
Hath Hope been smitten in its early dawn ? 
Have clouds o'ercast thy purpose, trust or plan ? 

Have Faith, and struggle on ! 



Think how many times thou hast been mis- 
taken in thy own judgment ; and learn by that 
experience not to be positive and obstinate. 



ORIGINAL. 

Sabbath Breaking— A Dialogne. 

t^oken at (he Exhibition of the Universalist Sab' 
bath School in Southbridge, January, 1846, by 
Masters James Oakes and Daniel Hawke, 

Thomas, How do you do, Philip? — where 
are you going to-day ? 

Philip. No where, except to church, where 
I go every Sabbath. 

T. Come, go along vdth me ; you don't 
want to go to meeting all the time, J know. 

P. Where are you going to-day ? 

T, Well, I saw some boys passing down 
street awhile ago, and I thought they were go- 
ing somewhere to hav^ some sport, and so I 
wanted to go and find them. '• 

^ P. You can go if you choose ; but I think I 
shall go to meeting. 

T. No. I want you to go with me. If we 
shquld not find them, we can have some plea- 
sure together ourselves. 

P. I do not think it would be much pleasure 
for me to be strolling about the fields on the 
Sabbath. I had much rather go to meeting, 
where I caii enjoy myself so much better. 

T. O dear ! That's just your way { you 
never want to do like other boys. 

P. Yes I do : I want to do exactly like 
them when they do right, and try to be good ; 
but when they do wrong, I don't want to be 
lijce them. Do you ^ 

T. Well, no. But I don't see what pleasure 
you can take in hurrying off to meeting as 
straight as you can every Sabbath. 

P. Just go with me and t^y it awhile, and I 
can show you what pleasure I take in going to 
meeting. I think you would like it. But do 
you find it pleasant to be running about the lots, 
and into all manner of mischief on the Sabbath? 

T. None of your suff — I don't run into mis- 
chief. I only walk about peaceably as any 
body would. 

P. Was not you among that. lot of boys that 
were out last fall playing their pranks on the 
Sabbath, and set fire to a stack of hay? 

T. Well, they coaxed me lo go ; and I tried 
all I could not to have them set the stack on 
fire. 

P. Yea, you probably tried all yoii could to 
prevent their setting fire to the stack ; but you 
were coaxed to go and coaxed into mischief, 
and then laughed as loud, and enjoyed the 
spoit as much as any of them ! A.nd now you 
want to coax me, perhaps, into just s]^ch mis- 
ehief. 

T. No I don't. I only want you to walk 
down street a short distance. 

P. I am afraid there is some mischief down 
there. 
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T. Oh ! mischief ! I tell you there is not 
any there, 

P. Well, I mu^twalk the other way ; and I 
think, Thomas, you had better go with me. • 
T. I don't want to. 

P. Why not? Your parents Wish to have 
you go, I presume. Have you ever bcien to 
^leeting where I go ? 

T. I never have but once, atid I don't want 
to again. I got scolded at enough for going 
• then. 

P. Very well ; then go with your parents, 
or somewhere else to meeting. 

T. I don't want to. It is always sad and 
solemn as a graveyard, and makes me feel bad. 

P. Then you choose to stroll about with 

idle boys on the Sabbath, and run the risk of 

> getting into mischief rather than go to meeting, 

because it makes you feel bad ! Thomas, is 

that ri^ht? 

T. 1 don't know. What hurt does it do ? 
Nobody sees me. 

P.' Yes. Grod sees you ; and does he not tell 
you to " remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy?" 

. T. You seem to be quite deacoiiish, Philip. 
I guess you will do for a minister, by and by ! 

P.' Perhaps so ; I wish you were deaconish 
enough to go to meeting on the Sabbath. You 
would feel better I am sure, and would not be 
half 80 Ukely to get into bad company, which 
would lead you into difficulty. 

T, You seem to speak as if you thought me 
a pretty hard case already ; but I can tell you 
1 don't get into bad company, nor; am I drawn 
into any scrapes ; I keep clear of those. 

P. Yes, r presume you do, generally ; and 
I think you are tflo iine and clever to be coaxed 
off with such fellows as John Ricker and Joe 
Pettibone on the Sabbath. 

T; What have you against John and Joe ? 
They are a couple of clever boys as ever I saw. 

P. You may tliink so ; . but they break the 
Sabbath, and I think, will steal. 

T, Pshaw ! They won't steal I I know they 
go away and play on Sunday, but I never heard 
that they would steal. 

P. It is true, ^notwithstanding. You know 
they steal time on the Sabbath ; and I know 
that they will steal fruit, melons, and such 
things. / 

T. If that iis the case I will not go with 
them. 

P. I am glad to hear you say that. Come, 
go with me to meeting. 

T, Oh, I cannot do that. Our folks, you 
know,#ron't let me go to the Universalist meet- 
ing- 

P. Why not? 

T. Well, they say it is a bad meeting ; none 
but bad people go there — such as drunkards, 



liars, swearers, sabbath-breakers, and oth^r* 
wicked people. 

P. Do you think they would rather have 
you break the Sabbath than go to that meeting ? 

T. I don't know ; but I always thought it 
was not so bad to go with the boys to play on 
the Sabbath as it would be to go to the univer- 
salist meeting. 

P. Why Thomas! I am surprised. How' 
can you think so ? 

T. I cannot tell, only that I have heard so 
much said against that meeting. I should Hke 
to go with you very much, but our folks won't 
let me ; so when I can get away, I like to go 
off with the boys to play. 

P. It seems, then, they make you a sabbath- 
breaker by saying so much against the Univer- 
salist meeting. 1 am soory that you shoul^ do 
so ; -but I know some others, older than boys, 
who feel just as you do, and who stroll about 
the lots, and elsewhere on the Sabbath, because 
they cannot go to the Universalist meeting 
without being talked to, sneered atj and tor- 
mented half to death. Did you see any thing 
bad when vou went there? 

T. No. I saw many that I knew were good 
people, and the meeting appeared just like any 
other meeting. I do not believe it is as bad as 
people say it is. 

P. I can tell you it is not ; and if you will 
go a few times, you will learn not to be off at 
play, or in mischief on the Sabbath. I will 
speak to your parents about it, and ask them to 
let you go with me to meeting and to the Sab- 
bath School. 

T. I wish vou would. If they will let me, 
I will go with you to the Sabbath School all 
the time. I guess I should like that. 

P. I will do it : go with me now, and I will 
see your parents this evening, and talk to them 
about it. I think they wiU be satisfied when I 
tell them that ikept you from gcnng off to play 
with bad boys by taking you to the U niversalist 
meeting. 

T. I thank you, Philip. I will go with you. 
It is meeting time, I 8upp<)se, let us go along. 



Death Bed Advice of Walter Scott. 

When Walter Scott was dying, he called his 
son-in-law, Mr. Lockhaft, to him and said, 
" Lockhart I have but a few minutes to speak 
to you. My dear, be thou a good man— be 
virtuous — be religious — be a good man. No- 
thing else will give you comfort when you lie 
here." The death bed is the revealer of the 
heart. No man gives unwise advice or bad 
counsel here. 
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' Croing: to School* 

Mother. 
Willie, it is half-pa8t>eight, 
And I fear you will be late ; 
Don't forget your teacher's rule, 
Take your hat and trudge to school. 

Willie. 
Mother, I am tired to-day, 
Let me stay at home, I pray ; 
The air is warm, and close, and thick,. 
And, really, I am almost sick. 

Mother. 
Your cheek is red, your eye is bright. 
Your hand is cool, your step is light ; 
At breakfast time you ate your fill- 
How can it be that you are ill ? 

Willie. 
True, mother, I'm not ill enough 
To take my bed or doctor's stuff ; 
But yet at home pray let me stay, 
I want to run about and play. 

Mother. 
Ah ! that's the thing. Now let me see, 
Next June you nine years- old will be ; 
And if you often stay at home. 
What of your learning will become ? 

Willie. 
But just this once ; I shall not stay 
A^t home another single day ; 
I do not think 'twill make a fool. 
To stay, just once, away from school. 

Mother. 
Stay once, and it is very plain. 
You'll wish to do the same again ; 
I've seen a little teazing dunce, 
Whose cry was always, just this once, 

Willie. 
A. day's but a short time, you know — ' 
I shall learn little if I go ; 
Besides, I've had no time at all 
To try my marbles, and my balK 

Mother. 
A stone a t3ay will raise a tower— 
The bee gains little from a flower ; 
Yet the hive is filled, the tower is done, 
If steadily the work goes on. 



Have you forgot that weary day 
You staid at home' from school to play ; 
How often you went in and out. 
And how you fidgeted about ? 

Then think how gay you laugh and run. 
When school is o'er, and work is done ; 
There's nothing fills the heart with joy, 
Like doing as we should,,;Dy boy. 

Wn.LiE. 
Yes, mother, you are right, 'tis plain ; 
I shall not ask to stay again, 
I will not, no, not even for once. 
Leave school for play, and be a dunce. 



ORIGINAL. 

Thoughts on the Dawn of ChrisUalkHr. 

Darkness reigned throughout the world . And 
it was not alone darkness in the 'material crea- 
tion, but intellectual gloom, for truth had been 
smothered under the pagan philosophy. Epi- 
curus had gained the ascendency ; and mankind 
gave themselves up to frivolous pursuits, and 
thought not of the immortal mind. The repub- 
lican spirit of Greece had disappeared; and 
Rome, under the weak and cruel Tiberias, was 
terging towards its ruin. But see, in the East 
there arises a bright and shining light, a light 
which, it is to be hoped, will pervade the entire 
world, and draw together all nations of men in 
bonds Qf unity and love. Let us watch it. It 
increases in brilliancy ; and the numbers, who 
are animated and cheered by its mild lustre, be- 
come more abundant. Constantine, the Roman 
monarch, has joined them and we cann«t but 
think them sure of victory. Now again, they 
decrease in numbers by reason of persecution, 
but a faithful few still remain proudly bearing 
aloft the banner of the cross. Oh f what beauty 
must there be in Christianity that causes so 
many to adhere to it with fidelity, persons who 
will, with pleasure bear pain and suffering, and 
even death, rather than recant the doctrines of 
the blessed Redeemer. Well would it be for 
us, in th§ present day, to possess more of that 
confidence which iijspired the early martyrs, 
and resign all worldliness, kneeling at the 
shrine of Jehovah, and singing, as did the former 
Christians, " Glory to God in the highest, peace 
on earth, and good- will towards men." 

Georgiana. 
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A Good Bxample* 

" Mother, I was thinking in Sabbath School 
to-day, that I did not believe one-half our scho- 
• lare have an object in going there, and I wish 
to stay at home until 1 dd liave — for going with- 
out an object and without a good one, is worse 
than to stay at home.*' 

" Well, Harriet, you may remain at home 
next Sunday," said the mother of our young 
friend, " but I shall insist upon your attending 
immediately to the strictest self-examination, so 
that before another Sunday, you can ascertain 
if you have a motive, and what is its nature. 
However, I think it is very strange that you 
have not treasured up the excellent remarks of 
your teacher, and superintendent, and our min- 
ister^ with regard to what should induce you to 
attend the Sabbath School. 

"Why mother, I remember vety many 
things they have said about it.. But, at the 
same time that I know they have said * a desire 
for a knowledge of the Scriptures, an improve- 
ment of our hearts in virtue, an acquaintance 
with the character of Jesus ought to call us 
there j^ I know that I have been these two years, 
merely because you wished me to go, or our 
minister asked you to let us go, or because 
other girls go. 1 am very sure I never 'tave 
been from a real desire to be wiser or better in 
any respect, and I do not think I have done 
well or deserve to be called a good Sabbath 
School pupil, although I have been absent only 
three Sundays in two years. I feel that Jesus 
would not call me « sincere learner if he should 
visit our school, and I do not wish to go again." 
The mother and daughter wept. Well might 
a mother weep from sacred joy, to behold a 
young and precious daughter thus early evinc- 
mg a desire to become a sincere disciple of 
Christ. Well might she exclaim, * thou ^rt not 
far from the kingdom.* Mrs. Ellis perceived 
that her child was moved by religious principle, 
and felt satisfied that a heart so subdued by its 
own reflections would not long be absent from 
the place where the very seed thus springing 
•Mip, had been sown. 

rjeviously to this conversation, Harriet had 
not been a decidedly religious girl. True, she 
she had been a punctual and constant attendant 
at Sabbath School ; she generally attended 
church, and seldom spoke lightly of religious 
pursuits or exercises. She sometimes prayed ; 
yet, in the morning and evening devotions at 
home she very seldom really prayed, or at 
church or Sabbath School. But when she left 
her mother in tears, and retired to her chamber 
to relieve her own heart, she bowed herself in 
sincere and humble prayer. The burden of 
that prayer was that she might, even in the fu- 
ture, keep in memory the instructions she had 
received trom* her religious teachers, that she 



might from that time Juwe an object in the put- 
suit of reli^ous knowledjge, that her object 
might be to oecome a goof and worthy girl be- 
fore the world — ^humble before God — a follower 
of Jesus, faithful and attentive to her fond and 
anxious parents, kind and charitable to all. * 

She remained in meditation ,a long time, 
then took her pencil and wrote as follows, on a . 
blank leaf of her Bible : " 

•** This first Sabbath in March, I resolve, 
with the blessing of God, to attend the Sabbath 
School when I am well. 

** My object in going, shall be to learn what 
is in the Bible that will do me good. To hear 
what my Teacher and Superintendent say about 
duty and goodness. To try to learn something 
every Sabbath that will make a better girl, let 
me go, or do, or be what or where I may. 

" God helping me, I will keep this resolution 
till March 1st, 1847, if I live." 

The next Sabbath found Harriet early at 
Sabbath School, an humble and sincere learner ; 
^— such an one as our Heavenly Teacher would 
have blessed as a worthy example, a good and 
faithful child. E. 



An Important Tmtli. 

If you put a hot coal into your pocket, it 
will burn its way out. Ah I and so will a bad 
deed that is hidden, make itself known. A 
fault concealed, is a fault doubled; and so you 
will find it through life. Never hide your 
faults. * He that covereth his sins, shall not 
prosper." 



It is the part of a Christian, especially of a 
soul truly devoted and holy, to do good to 
others. But we should always remember, that 
we shall lose the grace which God has impart- 
ed, and shall brhig barrenness and darkness into 
our own hearts, when we seek to do good to 
others, without a suitable sense of our personal 
dependence, and without a humble and watch- 
ful regard to the order of the divine Provi- 
dence. 



Inscription on a T€>mb9tone« 

I came in the morning — it was spring : 

And I smiled. 
I walked out at noon — it was summer : 

And I was glad. 
I sat me down at even— U was autunju : • 

And I was sad. 
I laid me down at night — it was winter : 

And I slept." 



Resolve to perform whatever you ought ; per- 
form, without fail, what you resolve. 
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ORIGINAL. 

Stories aboQt the Reformation* 

« EVENING SCENE. 
BY RfiV. G. COLLINS. 

CHAP, III. 

**Well, my son, do you remember what I 
lo!d you last evening?'^ 

** Yes, fether, and I have been wishing all 
day that evening would come. I have looked 
for Germany on my atlas, and found it. Then 
I looked for Rome, and found that also." 
' ** You are a good boy. But where did I 
leave off?" * 

** You said that Luther saluted the city of 
Rome.'' 

** Well, when he entered the city he was 
greatly disappointed. Instead of a quiet, holy 
and religious place, it was a naughty and wick- 
ed place. The pope and priests did not appear 
to care any thing about religion, and the people 
who lived in Rome at that time, did not care 
much about the pope. They all laughed at 
Luther for being so sincere and solemn. He 
was one day rea\iing prayers in public, when 
one of the priests said to him, * Make haste — 
trnke hasted— do have done with it.* He saw 
«o much wickedness in Rome, and became so 



disgusted with the practices of those who ruled 
the church, that when he got back home, he 
%aid, * If there be a hell, Rome is built about 
it : it is a place from whence all sin proceeds.' 
His stay in Rome was short. When he left 
the city his heart was fnll of grief. But the 
visit served to open his eyes, for he now had 
every reason to believe that the pope was a bad 
man, and the priests were hypocrites. But as 
his respect for the pope decreased-^his, love for 
the Bible increased', and he now read it more 
attentively than ever. Soon after hie return 
hoftie he was appointed teacher of theology in 
the city of Wittemberg. By theology, I mean 
the study of the Bible, and God — his nature 
and character, and the manner in which he 
deals with and governs the world. He took an 
oath that he would teach nothing that the Scrip- 
tures did not teach him. His great talents and 
extensive learning were now usefully employed. 
He spoke often and earnestly against the scan- 
dalous conduct of the priests, and pointed out 
the errors of the Catholic Church." 

** But, father, why did not the Catholics kill 
him^ You said last evening that they put those 
to death who spoke against the church." 

** They did not harm him for various reasons. 
Luther was very careful how he spoke ; and as 
yet had not uttered a word against the pope. 
And ever^f body knew he spoke the truth, for 
he proved every thing he said. Besides, he was 
a poor unknown monk*, and the pope did not 
think it worth while to notice him. While he - 
was preaching in Wittemberg the sale of In- 
dulgences commenced," 

" Tell me what you mean by the sale of In- 
dulgences, father : will you 1" 

" Yes, my son, I will if I can. But I fear 
I shall not be able to make you understand what 
I mean. You know that the apostles were very 
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good men. Tbe people beliered that every 
man must do a certain amooDt of good, or else 
he could not get to heaven when he tlied. The 
pope said that the apodtlea and m^oy other 
very good men, had done more than enough 
to merit salvation, and what they did not heed 
was pM into one vast storehouse, and the key 
given to the pope. The pope pretended that 
he ooold sell certain portionsof this goodness, 
or these good actions, to wicked men, and thus 
enable them to buy their way into {laradise/' 

** Why, father, you are not in earnest — are 
you?" *- 

"Yes: and this proves how ignorant the 
people were in those times, and how they 
were deceived,.and robbed of their money by 
the pope and prieFts.'' 

** bid the people believe such a lie V 

**A great many did. They did not know 
any better. The man who was sent into Ger- 
ineny, to sell indulgences to the people, was 
named John Tetzel. He rode through the 
country in gay style, surrounded by a number 
of noisy and drunken monks. As soon as he 
entered a village, he set up a cross, such as 
you see on Catholic churches now. And after 
he had collected.a crowd around him, would 
talk to them in the following wicked manner : 
* Indulgences are the best gifts of God. I can 
forgive all your sins. If you desire to commit 
a sin I can forgive you before you commit it.' 
That is, if they wished to steal, lie, cheat, or 
even rob, he could save them from punish- 
ment. He boasted that he had saved more 
souls by his indulgences than ever the Apostle 
had by preaching. He would have made an 
excellent auctioneer. One gentleman played 
a severe joke ufK>n Tetzel. He asked him 
if he had power to pardon a sin, which a man 
intended to commit at some future time. * Yes,' 
said Tetzel, * I have power from the pope to 
do that.' ' Well^' said the gentleman, * I wish 
to whip one of my enemies, and rob him of 
some money— and will give you ten dollai-s.' 
Tetzel agreed to, if the gentleman would give 
him thirty dollars. The gentleman gave him 
the money. Shortly after, as Tetzel was tra- 
velling through a thick wood, the fientleman 
met him, gave hirn a beating, and robbed him 
of a large chest full of gold, and told him that 
he bought tiie Indulgence for that very purpose. 

Tetzel arrived in Witieinl>erg, where Lu- 
ther resided, in the j^ear 1517, and immedi- 
ately commenced selling' Indulgences. This 
•was loo much for Luther to bear. Luther 
knew that Tetzel was a bad man, and was de- 
ceiving and robbing the people, and to sec 
him in Witteml)erg made him in<lignant, and 
he preached agninst Tetzel in a most power- 
ful manner. When Tetzel heard of this, he 
was very angry. He insulted and cursed Lu- 
ther; and, for the purpose of frightning Lu- 



ther, he made a large £re, and said . 
commanded by the pope to burn all >H'^ "^ 
pose me.' Thlsaffkir, my son, vras the^newl 
mencement of t^ Keformation. This v, re. j 
the first step, and^in a few years the w^^^yJ 
was accomplished;" \\ 

"But was not Luther ^akl timt Tctze.i 
would bum hkn F* 

" No — Lmher was not t^aid of hi^ tbiag. 
He Was a good man, and would always do 
just what he thought was right. Though he 
was all alone, yet he was determined to do bis 
duty. Luther lived in the country of a great 
prince, called Frederick. This pr'mce was 
a very wise and good man. He was a Catholic^ 
but liked Luther very much. He was sur- 
prised at Luther*s boldness when he spoke 
against Indulgence ; and being afraid that Lu- 
ther would be killed, advised him to be very 
careful. .But Luther did not heed bis advice, 
though he loved the prince. Instead ofchang" 
ing his conduct, he wrote his reasons for op- 
poskig Tetzel, and fixed them on the door of 
a church in Wittemberg. This was a bold step 
ifor him to take; and when he wa» an old 
man, he oflen said that he hardly knew why | 
he had done it. Copies of his writings were 
soon circulated all over Germany. For almosr 
every man who visited Wittemberg carried a 
cepy home. They produced a (rreat excite- 
ment, and nothing was talked of bnt Luther 
and his writings. Some thought that he had 
done wrong ; others, that he had done right. 
The emperor MaxhuiKan, who was then liv- 
ing, was much pleased with what Lnther had 
written He even said to prince Frederick, 
^Take care of the monk Luthur, for a time 
may come, when we shall need him/ But 
Tetzel raised such an outcry, that many of 
Luther's friends became frightened. His bi- 
shop asked him to take back what he had said. 
His brother monks said to him, ^pray, brother 
Martin, do not disgrace us.' .As much as 
though such useless ignorant drones could be 
disgraced. But the more Luther's friends 
were frightened, the more his own courage 
increased. He told them all, that * if the work 
was not of God it would conre to nothing; if 
it be of God let it go forward.' The people 
would soon have forgotten Luther and his 
writings, had the friends of the pope kept 
quiet. But they woiihl not. They thought 
that Luther had insulted the pope, and were 
determined to ruin him. For this purpoae 
Tetzel, who was the most furious of Liither's 
enemies, kindled another fire, and burned all 
Luther's published writings,and said * Luther 
ought to be burned alive.' But in doing nil 
this, he but ur^ed forward Lnther *s caiiss. 
For when the young men who were studying 
with Luther heard of Tetzel's actions, ihey 
collected his writings and burnt theno^ also. 
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Washingtonians Come Again. 

^ beautiful town of Bath, in Maine, had 
\^ years ago become quite temperate^ But 
the ifi' d^^ three groggeries remained, with a few 
™,. MoQiers, and a new pace of drinkers arose, 
lile tJie reformers were off guard, increasing 
te day and evening sessions of laboring-men 
^n their Way to destruction. At length the 
'•v^ philanthropists began anew movement, which 
'hit ^^^^^^^ attention, and at oneof ihegrognshops 
f / L **®^*"^® ^^*® to("c of morning Conversation. 
^todoki ♦The rum-seiler, with an air suited to the* an* 
' «^ nouncement said, " I care not for all they can 
|fc ^ag. do ; my profits are safe : for,'* said he, (point- 
aWic, Jng'to the hardest drinker,) "I am sure of 
a< «or. trmking fifty dollars out of you, atid forty out 
»poke or you and thirty out of you;'' si*, pointing 
»«Lu-. round the circle, until he had assessetl the 
whole group. The head drunkard at this 
arose in wrath, and pulting bis old hat from 
his head, cast it violently on the floor. **No," 
said he, ** J— ^, you shall never make another 
cent out of me, nor shall any other grog-seller." 
The whole company were roused by the oc- 
ca.slon, and instantly the pledge went round. 
They sallied out in mass to the other grogge- 
ries, proi-laiming the rebellion on uli hands, 
and getting recruits rapidly. On a bench were 
sitting a coiiple of men whose conversation 
ijid just prepared them for the rising. One 
ii' the grog-sellers had gone by in an elegant 
>leigb, with his leopard skin floating around 
aim. !* There !" said one of the men. •* there 

goes ■; dashing his fine horse and sleigh, 

ami fine clothes. See, Tom : you and I pay 
for all ihat finery, and see what rags and dirt 
we get by it." So they were discoursing when 
the protesters cume up. Before night sixty 
liard bruisers had vowed allegiance to cold 
water, and at the close of the next day, almost 
every nuemperateman in the place had joined 
the standard of Temperance. The whole town 
was exriied by the news. The men who had 
been so long enriching the rum-sellers, now 



visited Portland^ it was a very great day. Th« 
Portland people even sent to Boston fi)r sleighs 
to extend the grand procession. -^/oum^z/ ^ 
C&mmefce^ 
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DRlOlNAl.* 

Sirring SoBf at a Sabbath School. 

BY REV. 1. PRINCE. 

While spring again returning 

To Earth glad life imparts, 
Devotion's flame is burning 

Anew within our hearts ; 
For calmly gliding river, 

The birds, the vernal air, 
Speak sweetly of the Giver 

Of all the bliss weshai^e ! 

In thier delightful season, 

When verdure decks the fields, 
And, unendowed with reason, 

Its tribute-incense yields, 
Our youthful souls would render 

A richer meed of praise : 
Pure thoughts — aflTection tender — 

And love for Wisdom's ways. 

Since last, when leaves had faded. 

Our happy band here met, 
No brow hath been o'ershaded, 

By Death's dark coronet. 
True thankfulness expressing. 

Our tasks we now resume : 
Ma> joy, our souls possessing, , 

Life's onward path illume. 



The Echo. 



Smith's History of Kerry states the follow- 
ing singular fact : 
, , - . .' • There are certain letters which no echo will 

turned round upon thern and entered com- jreturn or express, particularly an S, of which 
plamts befure the- magistrates for iheir viola- 1 Lord Bacon gives a pleasant instance in a ce- 
lebrated echo, formed by the walls of a ruined . 



tioii of the laws What the magistrates had 
been unahlt* to prove l)ef<»re, could now be 
provetl al»undantly, and pains and penalties 
were loaded upon the unhappy retailers. The 
grog-shoj»8 were all closed, doors and win- 
flows, wiiliin a week, and as desolnte as they 
bad before been populous. The shop of the 
man wiih the pretty sleigh, after being closed 
some days, took fire one night," and although 
the fire was speedily extinguished, the beads 
of the barrels were all out, and the earth drank 
the grng. 

The movement was thorough, so that not a 
grog shop or customer is left in the place, and 
the eclat.of it has spread to other towns with 
the ujotii useful eflfects. When the reformei-s 



church at Pont Charentdn, near Paris, where 
there was an old man who took it to be the 
work of spirits, and of good spirits too ; ' for,' 
said he, 'if you rail Satan, thn echo will not 
deliver back the devils name, but will gay, 
vetan, whicti in French si^rnifies avoid. By 
which accident Lord Bacon discovered that 
echo would not return an S. 



Friends. 

There is quite too much truth in the follow- 
ing couplet: 
False friends will seek us in a happy home ^ 
But trtLC ones, only, to a prison come. ' 
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BOSTON. MAY 15, l846. 



Teachers Leavingr Schools. 

Not long since we heard it announced in a 
Sabbath School^ in our hearing, that four or 
^ve of our teachers were about leaving it, hav- 
ing grown somewhat weary of the work, and 
being desirous of enjoying that rest which they 
could not find while in the Sabbath School. 
While we heard no word against the excellent 
character and past devotion of these teachers, 
we could not help regretting this step on their 
part ; and this for two reasons : 

1. They did not seem to us to consider that 
the work of the Sabbath School is like that cf 
the Gospel every where with men. It should 
be in continual operation. So thinks, and so 
preaches the Gospel minister; so think the 
members of a Gospel church or society ; and 
so should the Sabbath School teacher think, 
and act. " Be not weary in well doing" is one 
of the niost direct injunctions of Christian 
truth. We are to sow our seed in the morning, 
and in the evening we are not to withhold our 
hand. How beautifully has the poet embodied 
this idea, taken from the Scriptures : 

** Sow thy seed, be never wearjr, 

Let not fear thy mind employ J 
Though the prospect be most dreary. 

Thou may*8t reap the fruits of joy : 
Lo ! the scene of verdure bright'ning,. 

See the rising grain appear ; 
Look again ! the fields are whit'ning, 

Harvest-time is surely near." 

To no individual in the world will this lan- 
guage more truly apply than to the Sabbath 
School teacher. True, the labor he is called 
on to perform may seem it times too heavily 
pressing upon him ; he may feel discouraged 
- that he makes so little progress himself, and 
that his scholars do not grow in their attach- 
ment to the Sabbath School, and make greater 
progress in the lessons taught there. He may 
dislike the confinement, and sigh for moi*e li- 
berty than this Sabbath School task allows 
him. But all these considerations will vanish 
if he remembers the object of religious instruc- 
tion, the good he may do in his class, and the 



necessity of constant and unwearied efiTort that 
the good already realized be secured, and new 
means be brought into requisition for the futuxe. 
We feared that the teachers of whom we hsiwe 
spoken might not have thonght deeply and se* 
riously of these things. Then 

2. We did not learn that they had searched 
out others to supply their places. We do not 
know but they tried to do this, and were unable 
to succeed. But we fear they did not, all, try. 
This we have known as a common eyil ; and 
have most 8erio:usly regretted it. It seems to 
us that if a teacher must leave the Sabbath 
Schopl, the least he can do is to make a most 
earnest appeal to every one in the society whom 
he may deem suitable, to fill his place. We 
think that if there was more zeal in this re- 
spect we should find fewer evils arising from 
losing our Sabbath School teachers. Teach- 
ejrs — members of our churches and societies ; 
what think ye ? We leave the subject for yowr 
consideration. » 



The Right Parental SoUcitnde. 

The Jewish mother desired for her children* 
this favor of the Master, that they might sit, 
the one on his right hand, and the other on the 
left, in his kingdom : Matt. 20:22. This wa» 
spoken from a parent's heart. That parent had 
solicitude for her children ; though her solici- 
tude, in tbis instance, seems to have been mis- 
directed. Supposing her wishes gratified? 
What would have been the actual benefit to 
her sons? They might not have been the 
stronger in virtue; they might have thought 
more of their station and distinctipn than was 
good for the humility or actual advancement in ' 
the Christian life. TJieir very stations might 
have proved to them occasions of pride, vain- 
glory, and ultimate dishonor. 

Many parents now are no wiser than this 
** mother of Zebedee's children." They are 
anxious about the welfare of their offspring ; 
but this welfare is mainly temporal. They 
would have their children prosperous and dis^ 
tinguished in the world. 

But this is not the true, the highest, noblest 
aim. There are objects of higher interest, far^ 
in connection with the welfare of our children. 
We need to have in view their moral training. 
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their religious instruction, advancement and 
blessing. Yes^ let us understand that with 
them, moral character is their all in all. Every 
other bestowment not having this in view, is of 
doubtful value. We need the influence of Gros- 
pel truth on the minds of the rising generation, 
that our children may be blessings to them- 
selves and the race to which they belong. 

Parents — believers in the Gospel of the Son 
of Gdd — will you not, then, suflfer a word of 
explanation ? You need not to be reminded that 
culture implies instruction. That the young 
mind be led aright, it must be taught ; and it^ 
religious instruction must be special. Somebody 
must attend to it ; or God, human duty, and 
that happiness arising from the right perform- 
ance of duty^ will not be known. Leaving 
children to ^' grow up and choose for them- 
selves" in religion is an error \^hich we will 
not believe you now inclined to regard. It has 
had its day. To bring up children, as the apos- 
tle writes it, " in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord," is something widely different 
from leaving them to '< choose for themselves." 
Instruction, — instruction I This is the work. 

You love your children, and in this love you 
make |)rovi8ion for their, temporal wants. You 
plan and pursue your labors that their daily 
bread may be given them^ and that they may 
enjoy the conveniences and securities of home. 
In all this, you are following the direction of 
nature. and the commands of God. He who ne- 
glects thus to provide for his own household, an 
apostle assures us, " hath denied the faith, and 
is wftse than an infidel." You are also inter- 
ested in the intellectual culture and advance- 
ment #1^ your children. You would have them 
understand the sciences ; and for this purpose, 
use your exertions to secure to them the benefits 
of our common school education. This, too,is 
a proof of your interest in their welfare. Let 
us ask, and we know you will feel the weight 
of the question ; are you as deeply intere«ted 
and as actively engaged in the moral instruction 
oi yovir children? If you would give them 
bread that they may be custained bodily, is there 
not another provision which you should seek to 
impart to them — ** the bread of God that com- 
eth down from heaven and giveth (spiritual) 
life to the world!" If you would have them 



advance intellectually, are you not aw^re that 
such advancement may, if not blest with the 
grace of moral virtue, be to them a means of 
degradation and ruin ? If you could have your 
choice respecting the future lives of your chil- 
dren — if you must make such choice — would 
you not rather have secured to them the bless- 
ings of a sound and healthful moral character, 
than of wealth, or intellectual excellence or dis- 
tinction. Experience — observation answer for 
you. Then, what is your duty? Is it not to 
see, first of all things, to the religious instruc- 
tion of the children God has given you ? Then 
be not slow nor weary in this honorable work. 
Let your religion be deeply impressed on the 
hearts and the characters of your children. 
Then, when age hath done its worl^ with this 
life, now so vigorously inspiring us, or we are 
sleeping in our last earthly resting places, the 
remembrance of our names and our righteous 
exertions may prove to grateful children in 
many an hour of conflict and trial with that 
common adversary of goodness, ** a Saviour of 
life unto life" — a new word and a new power, 
aiding them in their m«ral triumph and redemp- 
tion! 



Preventive of War. 



We find the following good account from the 
pen of Rev. Mr. Moffat, a distinguished Afri- 
can missionary. We cannot doubt the tnith of 
it« How much nearer to the standard of Chris- 
tianity would many others come — ^those who 
have advanced in civilization far beyond these 
Africans, if they would use the same kind of 
weapons when an enemy tlireatened them. 
There is no telling what power we can wield 
when we exercise the Christian diBpositioo, till 
we have tried it. 

" A little band of converted Africans, with 
others around them, had met on a Sabbath 
morning in the centre of the village in the opeo 
air, to hold the early prayer meeting before the 
services of the day. They were scarcely seat- 
ed, when a party of marauders approached from 
the interior. Mosheu arose and begged the peo^ 
pie to sit still, and tr.ust in Jehov(m, while he 
went to meet the marauders. To his inquiry 
what they wanted, the appalling reply was, 
" Your cattle ; and it is at your peril if you raise 
a weapon to resist." " There are my cattle,'' 
replied the chief, and resumed his position at 
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the prayer-roeetinff.' A hymn was sung, a 
chapter read, and then all kneeled in prayer to 
that Gpd who only could saye. The t^gbt was 
too sacred to be gazed on by the band of ruf- 
fians : tliey all withdrew toithotU torching a sin- 
gle article belonging to the people.** 



Wonders In Our Time* 

We find the following copied into the New 
York Tribune. . It was taken from a European 
paper. We don't know how our readers will 
pronounce these strange ^sAsiatic names of 
places. They will be interested in the facts, 
however. 

'' A remarkable phenomena is announced by 
the gazettes of Constantinople, which all agree 
in tlSe report — ^i. e. — that in Asia Minor, in the 
District of Jenischehir and those of Siwrihis- 
Bar, Eski Schehir and Seidi Gazi, manna has 
fallen from Heaven. The Courier of Constan- 
tinople contains this notice : — * Letters from 
Jenischehir informs us that, for some time back, 
manna has been faliing from Heaven, and has 
supplied the inhabitants with nourishment. 
They grind it to fiour and bake it in the same 
way as bread, nor is it inferior to what we usu- 
ally eat.' 

** The Journal de Constantinopk says : — 
* The same phenomenon which jpras observed at 
Ban in 1841 is now repeated in the District of 
Jenischehir, with similar and no less extraordi- 
nary circumstances. It appears, from this tes- 
timony of persons of all modes of religious 
faith, that after a season of partial famine' the 
same marvel that happened in behalf of the 
people of Israel has occurred again. A shower 
has fallen from Heaven of substances abont the 
size oi hail-stones, not unlike the tear-form 
manna, and pleasant to the taste. It fell in 
such quantity as to lie three or four inches thick 
on the ground, and served the people as food 
ioi many days." 



10=> Here is a sweet, simple little piece of 
poetry from the " Boston Cultivator." It re- 
minds us of a sad loss we met with in our very 
early boyhood. A pious relative visiting at our 
home, took occasion in the absence of our mo- 
ther to clip off a rich profusion of ringlets hang- 
ing from our frolicksome head. She thought 
it was wicked for them to remain there — that it 
gratified the vanity of parents and child ! We 
were never reconciled to that loss ; though now 
we suppose we ought to be, as our changing 
fashions would not exactly allow such a boun- 
tiful profusion of curls on a minister as it then 



allowed to a boy. Had this bit of verse been in 
being when that event happened, we might 
have repeated some lines of it with good effect. 

<< I Can't part with my C.urls." 
I can't part with my curig, said a joyous child. 
As she tested back her tresses, with motioB go 

mild. 
With her coral lips parted, as if in surprise, 
She gazed in my lace with her sad, wondering 

eyes; 
My bright golden cork, I can't give ^m to thee. 
My Father in Heaven has made them for me ! 

They're a veil to my face through the long sum- 
mer's day. 
And hide my warm cheek, from the sun's burning 

ray, 
My pillow, on the bank where I • lay me to sleep^ 
la the dark^wooded glen where the wiki woodbines 

creep. 
My bright golden curls, I ean't give them to tbee> 
My Father in Heaven has made them for me. 

They're the soA resting-place of my fond mother's 

hand, 
When she blesses the youngest of her little band ; 
On my brow gently parts them, and kisses. me 

then. 
And calls me her sweet child, sgain, and again — 
My bright golden curls, I ean't give them to thee. 
My Father in Heaven has made them for me ! 

My garden and flowers, you may take them away^ 
The green, shady glen, where 1 have loved to 

play, >\ 

With its bright rnnning stream, and its mo|^co- 

vered stone, ^^^ 

My doll, and my books^ — ^take them all for your 

own ; 
But my bright golden curls, I can't giv^tnem to 

thee. 
For my Father in Heaven has made them for me ! 

Mabt. 



Hymns on Canls«tfNew Set, 

A new set of Hymns on Cards, for the us« 
of the smaller classes in Sabbath Schools, has 
just been published by Br. Usher. There are 
twenty-four Cards in the set — and the terms on 
which they are sold are very reasonable ; so 
that no school need be without them. The 
Hymns are very appropriate — ^better adapted on 
the whole, we think, to the minds of children 
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than the other series. Will ourSabbath Schi)«ls 
remember where they can be obtained ? at No. 
25 Comhill. 



Good Exaatple in the Right Place. 

Some little time since we took occasion to 
speak, with regret indeed, of our excellent old 
Harvard College, as an institution giving its ex- 
ample and fashion against the temperance re- 
form ; — as being a Wine College. We spoke 
plainly our opinion, though from a very bumble 
source, and sent it out in our little sheet to 
strike wherever it might. Pleased and thank- 
ful, indeed, are we to give so soon a new and 
a different statement, in connexion with an ac- 
count of the recent commencement exercises 
there. We copy from the Temperance Stan- 
dard of this city. 

" At the recent inauguration of Hon. Ed- 
ward Everett, as President of Harvard College, 
no wine was used. This is an innovation upon 
a long established custom wfiich it gives us 
great pleasure to record. The example of mep 
of learning is extensive and powerful. The in- 
fluence which this renowned university has had 
in giving respectability to wine-drinking has 
long been a subject of serious regret among the 
friends of the temperance reform. It affords 
them great gratification, therefore, to be able to 
declare to the world that the highest literary 
institutaon in Massachusetts did itself the hooor 
to induct into office one of its most accomplish- 
ed Presidents under the banner of total absti- 
nence. The example thus given will have a 
^ powerful influence in the circles of wealth and 
' fashion, as well as in the colleges of the land. 
President Everett has given utterance to some 
noble sentiments, in connection with the tem- 
perance Veform, and most sincerely do we hope 
that during the tenure of his office, the custom 
of wine-drinking will be utterly abolished in 
the public halls aid private rgoms of this insti- 
tution ; that henceforth the sons of old Harvard 
shall not be " mighty to mingle strong drink," 
but like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Aza- 
riah have '' knowledge and skill in all learning 
and wisdom." 

A correspondent of the Boston Journal, 
speaking of the entertainment at Harvard Hall, 
where the invited guests assembled at the close 
of the exercises of inauguration, to partake of 
refreshments, anoong which there was neither 
toine nor strong drink, says : * By this tempe- 
rance display, at the very threshold (^ his innu- 
guration, Presidenjf Everett has given an earnest 
in advance, of laying at the foundation of his 
government, the greatest moral structure, upon 



which all that is good and great can be reared, 
vie : Temperance, without which all efforts are 
lost, and the beauties of the imagination remain 
a blank, and all the pleasures of this life are 
turned into darkness and night, and the day of 
preservation is gone beyond .our reach, and the 
great boon of Heaven and eternity too are for- 
ever cast into oblivion. This is no sketch of 
fancy. President Everett has this day done^* 
himself lasting honor, and at the same time con- 
ferred blessings upon after ages and genera- 
tions, not within the computation of figures to 
enumerate.' " 



Mass, Salrbath School Assoeiation. 

The Ninth Annual meeting of this body, 
(agreeably to a vote at the last session,) will 
be held on Tuesday, June 2d, the day preced- 
ing the next annual State Convention. The 
following will explain its limits in this State : 

" Art. 4. This Association shall be ^com- 
posed of regularly ordained Universalist Min- 
isters, and kiy Delegates, two from each Sab- 
bath School, which shall, at least two weeks 
previous to the annual meeting, make a report 
of its condition to the Secretaiy of the Asso- 
ciation." 

The Secretary is therefoTe obliged to give 
notice that no report will be received after 19th 
May, unless by special vote of the Board of Di- 
rectors. It is earnestly desired that every Sun- 
day School in our State, should make known 
its condition through the annual report of the 
Secretary. 

Will the Superintendent, Pastor, or some 
other person, connected with each School, see 
to it, that the Secretary is informed of the num- 
ber of scholars — both male and female — ^the 
average attendance at school — the number of 
teachers connected with the school, and their* 
average attendance, — the number of volumes in 
the library, if they have one. Also, state 
whether there is a Bible Class connected with 
the School. There are many other facts and 
suggestions which tlie Superintendent will 
think of, on the subject of Sunday Schools ; 
any information of this sort will be gratefully 
received by the Secretary. 

Communications must be forwarded to. the 
Secretary, free gf postage, to the Store of Br. 
Abel Tompkins, 38 Comhill, Boston. 

E. Francis, Sec'ry. 
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BJ* This is a startling account of the amount 
of roadiDg matter now sent out to the world 
fVom one city alone. What an age of books 
and of reading do we live in ! 

*' It has been calculated that if twelve men 
were employed for twenty-four hours a day, 
allowing neither for sleep nor meals, in reading 
at the rate of eighty words per minute, they 
would barely keep up with the volumes pub- 
lished in Iiondon alone. In this tracts and ser- 
mons are included ; but if magazines, reviews, 
and newspapers were added to the task, it 
would require upwards of forty men." 



Sabl^atk School Reports! 

Will the Superintendents' of our Sabbath 
Schools in this State give their special atten- 
tioa to the call of the Secretary of the Sabbath 
School Association for Annual Reports. Why 
may not every Universalist School in Massa- 
chusetts be represented by delegate or by letter 
in thib Association ? Let us try and see what 
a full and strong Sabbath School meeting we 
can have in Massachusetts. 



0C7* Thanks to Br. Mellen for his notice of 
the Exhibition in Cambridgeport. We had not 
room for it in this number, however. 



Cp Will Br. Bell, of the Gospel Foimtain, 
please send our exchange paper to the Editor, 
at Maiden? 



' ^ It is said that 10,000 free citizens of Missis 
sippi can neither read nor write. 



lO* Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners. So says the New Testo^nt. Remem- 
ber the truth. Keep from the hearing of evil 
things, from the reading of evil books, from in- 
tercourse with evil companions. 



It is said when a person is struck, as it were 
dead, hj lightning, cold water should be thrown 
upon him immediately, which has been success- 
rally used in restoring such persons to life again. 



If we compare life to a year, youth is its 
spring time, upon which the prosperity of all 
the other seasons depends. It is then the seeds 
must be sown and the plants cherished, whose 
fruits may delight us in summer, enrich us in 
autumn, and sustain and cheer us when winter 
shall have arrived. 



NEW-YOBK DEPARTMENT. 



G. L. DEMAREST, Editor. 



A Third I^etter to the Williamsburgh Sun* 
daf School. 

WiLLiAMSBURGH, May 5, 1846. 

In my last letter. Children, I spoke of the 
evils of Intemperance in disposition, as repre- 
sented by the wise king Solomon, in one of his 
Proverbs. I wish to speak farther upon this 
subject. 

When Cain lifted up his hand and slew his 
brother Abel, how like he was to " a city bro- 
ken down and without walls !" The City of 
his heart was riot surrounded with the walls of 
Principle and Love ; and so when that terrible 
warrior Envy attacked him with his army of 
Temptations, he was without defence, and was 
conquered at once. Cain was made a slave, 
and was miserable all his life after. 

Envy, and other terrible conquerors, have 
done a great deal of mischief in the world, just 
because people will not build up the walls of 
their minds sufficiently high. The people of 
Babylon were so anxious to preserve their liber- 
ties, that (as I said last week) they made the 
walls of that City three hundred feet high. 
Now people ought to be ju^ as particular to 
have such a wall around their souls as will keep 
out all of those robbers and murderers of our 
peace. The best material to use in building 
these walls is Love-to-Gon-and-men : the best 
model is that given by the Lord Jesus' Christ ; 
and the best sentinel to watch for enemies is 
Conscience, who must never be allowed to 
sleep. If we attend to these thiags properly, 
Envy and other tyrants will not be able to in- 
jure us at all : we should not have our walls 
broken down, or be treated as Cain was, and 
Joseph's brethren, and Pharaoh, and Saul, and 
David, and Peter, and Judas Iscariot, and others 
mentioned in the Bible. 

How many people there are in the world who 
are like cities " broken down and without 
walls!'' How many are overcome by PassioUj^ 
and Malice, and Envy, and Pride, and other 
tyrants of the soul ? And what hard masters are 
these — how galling is the slavery which they 
produce I Let us endeavor to prepare ouraelvea 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



1^ 



so that they may never become our masters ; 
but that we may ^' stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ makes free' ' — ^that is, liberty 
to do rightly, and enjoy happiness and peace: 

" He that hath no rule over his own spirit, 
is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls." , 

Your affectionate Superintendent. 



How to Teach* 



Simplicity in teaching claims our attention. 
The teacher who instructs children in the first 
elentents of religious truth cannot be too clear 
and intelligent. No expressions above their 
capacity should even be allowed to fall from 
his lips. To teach with simplity is not easy, 
as too many persons imagine ; on the contrary, 
it is very difficult. The communication of first 
principles should be the great aim, and we 
should be sure that we have a clear perception 
in our own* minds of all we advance in the 
shape of histruction. In reference to this sub- 
ject, I make the following extract from a a po- 
pular writer. B. 

One half of the conversation which is usually 
held with children, and of the matter which 
they are made to r6ad for the acquirement of 
instruction, is lost, or worse than lost. It is 
lost, because it is the medium of conveyances 
of no definite ideas, and for any improvement 
which the child is capable of deriving from it, 
might as well be in a foreign language. We 
foi^et, when speaking to our children, how 
many more years our stock of wcyrds has been 
accumulaiing than theirs, and use the same 
language which we would employ among our- 
selves. The consequence is, that much of 
what we mean, and, very commonly, the more 
important parts, (for upon these we are apt to 
bestow most of our attention, and so doing, 
studiously refine our language,) is wholly un- 
intelligible t/o the child. 

It is worse than lost, because the occurrence 
of one unknown word will destroy the meaning 
of a sentence ; and, very often, the introduc- 
tion of one or two unintelligible sentences will 
totally controvert the object of a whole conver- 
sation. 

We must learn our languaffe from our scho- 
lar§. Not that we should adopt their broken 
speech, or their corruption of the language. 
But we must study their modes of exp]:essing 
their own ideas, which are formed upon their 
own associations, and adopt them in our com- 
munications. It is well to be a litlle above them 
in our modes of thought and style of conversa- 



tion, that we may rather assist their progress 
than detain them in their imperfect state oi 
knowledge ; but if we wish to do them any 
good, it must be a very little. 

Let us, then, study the simplicity of our 
youthful, charge, that we may make it our 
own ; avoiding every sentence, or word, which 
we have reason to suppose unusual, or likely to 
occasion the least perplexity. Too much sim- 
plicity, provided it does not amount, or- rather 
descend, to frivolity or vulgarity, c&nnot be 
used. 

Brevity in imparting religious instruction is 
of great importance. The attention of children 
cannot be attracted to its subjects for any con- 
siderable length of time ; and if, by the unsuc- 
cessful attempt, we bring on weariness, not only 
is the good effect of the instructions of that 
time destroyed, but we raise an obstacle in the 
way of our next attempt, by giving the scholars 
reason to expect a repetition of the tiresome 
work, and thus predisposing them to dislike the 
task. Besides, their mcmt)ries will not retain 
any quantity of information given at a single 
time. What we wish them to receive, and re- 
tain, so as to profit by it, must be imparted 
diblet by diblet : if we throw on a hasty stream, 
it scatters in all directions, and, very likely, 
leaves not. a single drop behind. 

Very short addresses^ from a teacher to his 
class, or from a superintendent to the school, 
are often highly useful. These should be par- 
ticulaily simple, or they will fly far over the 
heads of the youthful. auditors for whose hearts 
they are intended. No regard should, at such 
times, be paid to the presence of fellow-teach- 
ers or visiters, in the fear of appearing ridicu- 
lous or low to them. If the children are to be 
taught, you must speak to none but children. 
•A word above their capacity takes off the di- 
rectness of your address, and will very proba- 
bly be considered by most of your little audi- 
tors as permission to relieve themselves from 
the burden of attention. An idea beyond their 
compehension is the signal for neglect and 
heedlessness: ^<this is not meant for us," is 
their tacit reasoning, and the conclHi^ion is 
promptly drawn, " why then should we take 
pains to listen?" Illustration by short and ju- 
diciously-selected anecdotes, is a very effectual 
mode of gaining or keeping up an interest in 
such brief addresses. Occasional breaks, by the 
interposition of questions arising out oi the 
subject, are also useful, if sparingly employed. 
Introduction of passing scenes and occurrences, 
(always, if possible, avoiding general allusion,) 
may also materially subserve the purpose of re- 
commending and impressing on the memory the 
instructions given. 

In private conversation, or class-teaching, 
the removal of a teacher or scholar, either by 
the order of the school, by unavoidable circum- 
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Btanbes, or by death — the instances of mortality 
-around us — ^the diiFerent seasons of the year— 
the particular festivajs of the Church — ^the 
child's own birthday — or even variations in the 
weather — may be profitably employed as hooks 
ou which to hang a valuable piece of informa- 
tion, or an important admonition. 

In a word, study our blessed Saviors method 
of aecommodating his teaching to the capaci- 
ties and mode, of thought of the Jews, and of 
cleriving' occasion for instruction from inciden- 
tal circumstances, natural scenery, and passing 
events, and copy it in your own communica- 
tions with your children. Remember, that you 
are to ^'feed them with milk, and not with 
meat." 

The necessity of ysing great plainness of 
speech, in the instruction of children, is felt as 
it ought to be by very few persons. Expres- 
sions are frequently used by teachers which are 
familiar to them as ** household words,'' but 
are wholly unintelligible to their pupils. Some- 
times Sunday School teachers speak fluently 
and forcibly to their classes for ten minutes, in 
explaining a lesson, and think they are making 
the subject very plain, when by the use of 
words of the meaning of which the children are 
utterly ignorant, they have obscured the sense 
entirely. They speak well, but their hearers 
• are not edified. Then, when the teacher begins 
to question her scholars on the subject she has 
just done explaining, she is astbnished at their 
stupidity, and perhaps exclaims, *^ how is it 
possible you can be ignorant of the matter, 
when I have been spending my strength to im- 
press it on your mind?" forgetting, or never 
considering, that the children are somewhat in 
the situatidn she would be, if required to give 
an account of a sentiment delivered in her hear- 
ing, all the point of which was expressed in 
Latin. Sunday School teachers should erpect 
their pupils to be ignorant ; all children are so, 
especially those in the lower rank of life. They 
should prepare themselves to explain every 
point brought before them by the lesson, in the 
siAiplest language. It is difficult for persons of 
mature minds, to realize how little is under- 
stood by young children of the lessons they 

commit »to memory. Take a fact. Mar^ , 

a child not five years old, but of quick capacity 
and retentive memory, was taught by an elder 
sister, to repeat many little pieces of poetry, 
among others, this from our Sunday School 
Selection. 

<' 'Tis Religion that most give, 
Sweetegt pleasure while we live, 
'Tia Religion muit snpply, 
Solid comfort when we die. ' 

After deatH^ts joys will be 
Lasting as eternity ; 



Be the living God my friend, 
Then my bliss shall never end." 

Mary learned these verses perfectly, and it 
wa8 interesting to hear her repeating the con- 
soling truths expressed in them, in her sweet 
infantine voice ; her sister hoped it might edify 
some of the elder members of the family, and 
certainly thought the child had st)me general 
ideas of the meaning of the hymn. Mary 
learned to sing these words to a pretty tune, 
and often amused herself by doing so. One 
day, when the sisters were together alone, the 
child said, " sister, let us sing." ** Very well," 
said her sister, "what shall we sing 1" "Why," 
said Mary, "let us sing about Sally." *^My 
dear, we don't know any song about Sally." 
" Oh y^s, sister, you do, you know a piece 
about Sally and George." " Indeed, Mary, I do 
not,'* answered the sister, a little surprised at 
the. child^s pertinacity. "Sally, Sally," she 
repeated, running over in her memory all the 
pieces she had. taught the little girl. " Yes, 
sister, you do know averse about Sally Comfort 
and George." NoWj the truth flashed on the 
mind of the sister, that in repeating the above 
hymn, Mary had changed the word solid, which 
«he did not understand, for Sally, which she 
did ; still she was at a loss to know where 
George was to be found in it. She told Mary 
to say it for her, and carefully observing as she 
went along, discovered the child, said the se- 
cond verse, 

Afler death its George shall be. 
Lasting as eternity ; — 

Thus it was plain, Mary understood not a syl- 
lable of what she was saying, but took the 
whole for a story about little Sally and George 
Comfort. Let it not be thought that sbe was 
uncommonly stupid ; she was a child of good 
abilities, but like most children of her age, waa 
entirely ignorant of the meaning of most of the 
words contained in these two versea. 

It is well known that a lady who has distin- 
guished herself in the literary world, in speak- 
ing of the imperfect conceptions which chil- 
dren foiln of the meanings of that which seems 
familiar to their elders, confessed, that when 
^he was a child, ih reading Matthew xxii. 40., 
she verily thought these two commandments 
were two large pegs, on which the law and the 
prophets, some kind of long cloaks were hung. 

These facts admonish teachers to use simpli- 
city in word and thought, if they would give 
any clear ideas to children. " For if the tram- 
pet give an unceitain sound, who shall prepare 
himself to the battle? So likewise ye, except 
ye utter by the tongue words easy to be under- 
stood, how shall it be known what is spokfen? 
for ye shall speak into the air." " I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, that 
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ty my voice I might teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in an miknown tongue." — 1 
Cor. xiv. — Fam. Visitor. 



What is it? 

We are told by our blessed Savior and 
Teacher, that we must Ibve God with all our 
hearts^ souls, and minds. (Matthew xxii. 37.) 
What is it to love God? Is it to. talk much 
about Him, and to say we love Him ? 
, Let the beloved Disciple answer : " This is 
the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments." (1 John, V. 3.) No child who loves 
his father will refuse to obey him ; and no per- 
.son will disobey ou/ heavenly Father, who 
loves Him truly, (1 John iv. 20.) 

We must strive to obey our Father's com- 
mands, for they are uot grievous, (1 John v. 
3.), but are reasonable, (Romans xii. 1); right, 
(Psalm, xix. 8.); holy, just, and good, (Ro- 
mans ,vii. 12.); our duty (Ecclesiastics xii. 13); 
and if we are obedient we shall enjoy great 
peace (Psalm cxix. 166); be happy. (Pioverbs 
xxix. 18), &c. 



Seriptare Illosiratioiit, 

Acts 18:6. •* And when they opposed them- 
selves and blasphemed, he shook his raiment and 
said ,unto them, your blood be upon your own 
heads, I am clean.'' * 

A custom prevails almost universally in the 
East of shaking the outer garment when a per- 
son iwishes to reppl a charge with great force. 
If a man be charged with falsehood or theft, 
he can S3arcely give a more forcible denial 
than by shaking his garment, while asserting 
his innocence. It is done by leaning a little 
forward and taking bold of the top or front of 
the garment with the right hand. 

Ps. 84:8. ** Yea, the sparrow bath found an 
bouse, and the swallow a nest for herself where 
she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord 
of Hosts, n\y King and my God." 

The sparrows in Syria are exceedingly trou- 
blesome, entering inl^o the houses and building 
their nests, unless great care be taken to ex- 
clude them. We frequently find them in our 
rooms when we enter them, and while we sit 
in them, they come and talk to us at our win- 
dows as if we were familiar friends. Nothing 
would be more easy than for the sparrows to 
enter the temple and build nests beneath the 
altar., 



Hosea, 14:5. 
Israel." 



*f I will be as the dew onto 



During the summer months no rain falls, and 
but for the heavy dews which fall at night all 
vegetation would languish and die. The tents 
of travellers are so wet with the dew of a sin- 
gle night, that water may be wrung from them. 



Descendantfi of Ishmaely or Bedoins. 

The Israelites called Arabia ' the East Coun- 
try,' (Gen. XXV. 6,) and its inhabitants, * the 
children of the East ;' and the latter are also 
spoken of, in Scripture, as the ' mingled peo- 
ple' that dwelt in the desert. (Jer. xxv. 2(y- 
24.) The first settlers of Arabia were the de- 
scendants of Cush, the son of Ham, and from 
them its southern division was, for a time, called 
Gush or Ethiopia. 

The Arabians of the present day are the off- 
spring of Ishmael, the son of Abraham and 
Hagar, concerning whom the prediction, * He 
will be a wild man,'* &c. (Gen. xvi. 12,) ha« 
been fully accomplished. His descendants are 
now literally wild men, living by plunder, re- 
siding in tents, and roaming free and unsubdued 
over their vast and sandy deserts. 



A Morning Hymn* 

BT MRS. I.TDIA BAXTER. 

The bright and roseate hues of mom 

Again burst on our «igbt. 
And we, O Lord, at early dawn. 

Would bow with new delight. 

We laid us down and sweetly slept. 
For thou did'st us sustain. 

And round our bed bright aogels kept 
Their nightly watch unseen. 

While some on sorrow's shoreless sea 
By tossing waves are driven. 

We feel a breeze divine from Thee, 
To waft us on to heaven. 

Ob \ Savior, grant our feet to guide 
In wisdom's cheering way, 

And lest our feeble steps should slide. 
Help us to watch and pray. 



If you have an enemy act kindly to him, and 
make him your friend. You may not win him 
over at once, but try again. Let one kindness 
be followed by another, till you have compassed 
your ends. !By little and little great things are 
completed. 

*< Water falling d^ by day, 
Wears the hardest rock away." 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 

«< All thy children shall be tausht of the Lord ; and 
great ihall be the peace of thy children." 



ORIGINAL. 

«< Whatever is, is riglit.'' 

This truth, expressed in so concise and la- 
conic a manner by Pope, is often forgotten by 
many, during the calamities of this earth. 
When misfortunes overtake us, and we are ob- 
liged to tread the toilsome path of adversity, 
we do not remember the All-wise Creator, by 
whom every thing is directed, and who orders 
all things for our benefit. Many think if the 
superintendence of the universe were entrusted 
to them, that they would govern in a much 
better manner than the present Almighty does. 
As this experiment has never been tried, we 
cannot positively assert how it would operate ; 
but we are permitted to draw our own infer- 
ences. I think that in ** striving to better, that 
which is now well would be marred," and those 
who now exclaim most loudly against the dis- 
pensations of Providence, would be among the 
first to perceive the wisdom of them. Every- 
thinff, even the veriest affliction, is ordered for 
our benefit ; if we wait patiently till the end, 
we shall see the clouds break away, and we 
shall then find that every thing is for the best, 
and nothing is, but is right. This world is con- 
stantly progressing in attainment, in literature 
and science ; yet in these days of improvement 
and invention, there are the same murmurings 
against the will of God that there were in the 
days of yore, when none but a few of the most 
enlightened of the clergy could even write their 
own names. 

It has been said that the best life-philosophy 
is to confine our desires to our wants. I think 
that the cause, perhaps, of so many repinings 
is wishing for things that are not really needed. 
It is generally the case, that if a person has a 
sufficient competence to enable him to live com- 
fortably, he is not satisfied, and complains be- 
cause more has not been allotted to him. He 
looks with envy upon the carriage of the mil- 
lionaire as it rolls by his humble mansion, and 
frets'because he is not the possessor of as much 
wealth. He does not inquire whether the owner 
of half the city be happy or not. Oh I no I he 
takes it for granted that happiness consists in 
having hoards of wealth, and therefore forgets 
the short but pithy maxim, ** whatever is, is 
right." May we, in future, adopt this for our 
motto, remembering the wise and good Being, 
who arranges all things for our good, and causes 
the sun to shine, and the rain to fall alike on 
the jost and the' unjust. 

Ggorgiana. 



. The Child's Inquiry, 

BT. M&l BARTHOLOMEW. 

'* Earth is so beautiful, dear mother, 

I should not like to die ; 
Althongh they tell me there are worlds 

More bright beyond the sky ; 
But, mother, in that distant land, 

For this honle I should pine ; 
For little children have not there 

A father kind as mine." 
<* Jesus, my child, the helpless loves t 

In Scripture we are told, 
He gathers all his wandering Iambs 

Within one cherished fold. 
Come read that book of Holy Word, 
What says the prophet of the Lord ? 
Eye hath not seen, ear hath not known. 
The wonders of God's mighty throne." 

** And yet how pretty are my flowers ! 
How sweet the linnet's song ! 

And dearer still my own pet lamb- 
How could I leave it long ?" 

<* The flowers of earth, my child, will fade — 
Thy petted lamb must die : 

And singing birds, when winter comes. 
Far, fur from thee will fly. 

But buds and blossoms round the gate 
Of Eden ne'er decay ; 

And birds of Paradise are there, 
With plumage always gay. 

Read in the book of Holy Word, 

What says the prophet of tMfe Lord ? 

Eye hath not seen, ear hath not known, 

The glories of Jehovah's throne." 

" But, mother, I am so. happy here. 

With every thing to love — 
Why should I leave this pretty world, 

For one so far above ? 
** Alas ! poor child, when sickness comes 

And takes away thy bloom. 
And sufiering has made thee seek « 

Those joys beyond thd tomb — 
then when thine eyes are dimmed with tears, 

Thy heart torn with despair, 
' Thou'lt ponder on the sacred page, ' 

And find thy comfort there ; 
For in that book of Holy Word 
Well speaks the prophet of the Lord- 
Eye hath not seen, ear hath not known, 
The splendors of God's shining throne." 
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The Spider, 

" Mamma," said Fanny, " you know you 
promised a long time ago to tell me something 
about insects, whenever you had an opportu- 
nity." 

" True, my dear. I know I gave you such 
a promise, hut I had supposed you had forgot-, 
ten it, and hence the subject, which was then 
familiar to me, has now nearly passed from my 
mind." 

" Oh, no, mamma, I have not forgotten it, 
for every day almost brings to my notice some 
little creatifre with which I am ac<)uainted. And 
even yes^rday, I became deeply interested in 
* the movements of a spider in our schoolroom 
window. I spent my entire recess in watching 
him catch flies. And there is one now in our 
kitchen window, who has completely covered 
himself with his web, yet we can easily exam- 
ine him. Will you go and tell me something 
about him 1" 

** I shall be happy, my daughter, to gratify 
80 laudable a request." 

Accordingly, Fanny and her mother repaired 
to the basement window of their dwelling, and 
midway of the sash in one corner of the case- 
ment, a large black spider was found securely 
entrenched in his webby abode, with flies sus- 
pended all around him for his winter's provision. 
His lodging apartment seemed just large en- 
ough to admit his body, and secure him from 
insects who might be disposed to share his 
room with him. 

"This, my dear," said her mother, "is 
what is called the house spider. There is also 
the garden spider, the wandering spider, and 
the field spider. They differ somewhat in their 
form from each other, but the description of 
this one will give you some general idea of the 
whole class." 

" I know they diflfer, mamma," said Fanny, 
" for I saw one in the garden the other day 
quite different from this in its appearance." 

" Come near then, Fanny," said her mother, 
** and look at this one. See, he has two divi- 
sions in his body, the forepart containing the 
head and breast, which is separated from the 
hinder part, by a very slender thread. His fore- 
part and legs are covered with a sort of shell, 
whilst the hinder has a soft skin, beset with 
hair." 

" I can see his form distinctly," said Fanny, 
"but where are his' eyes; I cannot discover 
any." 

" Yes, my dear, he has eyes, and they are 
very acute and brilliant. Most of the spider 
•race have at least eight eyes placed in different 
parts of their head." 

" But what are those two projections from 
the front part of his head," said Fanny. 



" Those are pincers, my dear, which termi- 
nate in claws, something similar to those of a 
cat, and a little below their point is a small holo 
through which he throws a poison, that kills all 
insects which come near him." 

" But is there anything strange about the 
form of his legs," said Fanny. 

" Yes, my dear," said her mother, " nature 
has given «. singular structure to this part of 
his body. He has eight jointed legs like those 
of a lobster, and if by accident one of them 
should be torn away, another would immedi- 
ately grow in its place. At the end of .each leg, 
there are three moveable claws, by the ajd of 
which the little creature is enabled to adhere to 
his web. Whert he walks upon a looking-glass, 
marble, or aiiy smooih surface, he squeezes a 
little sponge that grows at the end of his claws, 
and thence exudes a glutinous kind of sub- 
stance, which enables' him to walk along the 
polished plane. In addition to the eight legs 
just described, there are two others which might 
not improperly be termed arms, as they do not 
assist his motion, but are merely used in hold- 
ing fast his prey." 

" But mamma," said Fanny, " how does he 
make the web with which he has enclosed him- 
self. I have always bfeen curious. to know 
something about this work of the.spider." 

" I do not wonder, my dear," said her mo- 
ther, " that you should ask this question . Well, 
I will answer you as well as I am able. You 
should know, my dear, that the Creator has 
given to every one of, his creatures some means 
by which the^ may obtain the f^od necessary 
for their subsistence. This is as true of the 
smallest intect as it is of the largest creature 
that inhabits the earth or the sea. The web 
which the spider spins is one of the instruments 
he employs to obtain his daily food. Natuf& 
has deposited a laree quantity of glutinous 
matter in his body, which he draws out through 
small holes into very minute fibres, and then, 
by combining these, he forms a snare with 
which he secures his victim. When once he 
has snared his prey, he throws out the poison 
of which I have told you, ahd kills it. 

" But is there strength in these little threads 
which he spins," said Fanny. 

"Yes, my dear," said her mother, "they 
are so strong when woven together, that a great 
naturalist is said to have hsul a pair of gloves 
made of them. But I cannot stay longer to tell 
you about the spider. I have told you what is 
most important to know, and I will dismiss the 
subject now, by giving you the caution not to 
be afraid of this little insect when you meet 
it. It is quite harmless, and if you have no 
fear of it, you can the better examine it, and 
see the wonderful wisdom of the Creator, as it 
is displayed in its mechanism." 
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Tke Mistake. 

One HMrning, Charlie had been telling his 
brother Albert something, with a Very sober 
face. As soon as be had finished speaking, Al- 
bert laiiffhed aloud. 

Charhe was perplexed, and said, ''Why, 
^Albert, what are you laughing at?" 

Albert did not uke any notice of this ques- 
tion, but set off, running to meet his sister Ma- 
ry, who was walking at the lower end of the 
garden. Charlie followed him more slowly. 
He was surprised, and dieconcerted. 

When Mary saw Albert running at full speed 
toward her, she walked forward to meet him. 
As soon as he came up with her, he burst into 
another loud fit of laughter. 

" Why, what is the matter, Albert," said 
Mary. 

" Charlie saye," ifeplied Albert, " that"—- he 
could not go. any further He held his sides, 
and sat down on the grass laughing immode- 
rately. 

' ** Well, have your ladgh out," said Mary, 
** and then perhaps you will be able to explain 
the cause of ybur merriment." 

Charlie was standing by, looking much dis- 
turbed. He did not like to be laughed at. Be- 
side, he w^ at a loss to understand what it 
was in the stocy, which he had told Albert that 
had occasioned his laughter. 

Mary observed tha,t he was standing very 
still and silent, and she asked him if he could 
give her any account of what had happened. 

" I am sure 1 don't know what he is laugh- 
ing at," said Q^arlie. '' I only told him that 
Mr. Porter was going to persecute all the boys, 
who broke his fence." 

Here Mary smiled, and said, ** Did Mr. Por- 
ter say that he should persecute the boys ?" lay- 
ing considerable emphasis upon the word per- 
secute. 
" Yes, he told me himself that he should." 
** What does the word persecute mean ?" 
** Why, it means," said Charlie, ** it means 
— ^I suppose it means that he will harm them." 
The little boy began to discover that he was in 
difiiculty, but he did not see very clearly what 
the difficulty was. 

*' Well," said Mary, .** what does tlie word 
prosecute meani" 

As Mary was speakmg, the truth of the case 
began to disclose itself to Charlie's mind ; and 
when she had finished, he said, '^ Yes, that's 
the word— prosecute. I remember now. But 
I don't think Albert need to have laughed so 
much." 

** No," said Mary, ** there was no necessity 
for it to be sure. Bui then it is better not to 
mind being laughed at. On the whole the mis- 
take was not very great. There is considerable 
similarity in the sound of the two words. I 



will tell you about a mistake of cousin Lizzie^s, 
which I think is more amusing than your's." 

On hearing this, Albert jumped up from the 
grass, eager to hear the stor^, and Mary went 
on to say, ** when cousin Lizs&ie was a vety 
small girl, she was sick a number of weeks. 
When she began to get better, her mother car- 
Med her one day into the parlor. While she 
was there, a lady ca]]ed,and inquired about her 
health; lizzie meaning to be very polite, rose 
from her little chair, and said, 'I'm much wel- 
lex now, I thank you ma'am.' " 

Albert and Charlie both laughed aloud aft* 
this amusing reply ; but Albert said,* that after 
all he did not think it was so drol! as Chairlie's 
mistake. — Christum Watchman* 



Lines to a Dei^rted Mother* 

Written for an Orphan Friend, by Mrs, E, 
Stetinitm . 
Sainted mother ! art thou hovering 
0*er the pathway of thy child, 
^ Wjih a seraph's eye discovering 

All hs changei through earth's wiM i 
When the gosh of joyona fee ing 

Tempts my heart with hopes of earth, 
Ifl't thy influence o'er me stealing, 
Which doth check forbidden mirth ? 

When my spirit clothed with sadness. 

Weeps o'er earthly hope? decayed^ 
li't thy wing of heavenly gladness 

That disperses sorrow's shade ? 
Or when at the shrine of pleading, 

Tears the orphan's incense pour, 
When the heart that love is needing, 

Which can Soothe its pains no more. 

Dost you yet unseen bend o'er me, 

Softly whispering words of peace—- 
Of a home and rest before mi*, 

Where the orphan's tear shall cease I 
Yes ; upon the breath of ev-en 

Ofl meihinks thy voice 1 hear, 
In the melody of heaven 

Sweetly failing on my ear. 

Sainted mother ! I deplore thee 

With a daughter's fervent love : 
But since Heaven will yet restore thee 

To thine own in realms above, 
Let me check unmeasured sorrow, 

And whilst yet thou art afar, 
Light in darkness may L borrow-^ 

Be thou still my guiding star* 
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Effect of Eucoaragement< 

Some twelre or thirteen years ago, there 
was^in the Franklin school an exceedingly dull 
boy» One day the teacher wishing to look out 
a wonl, took up the lad^e dictionary, and on 
opening it found the blank leaves covered with 
drawings. He called the boy to him. 

" Did you draw these V said the teacher. 

*^ Yes, sir,'* replied the boy. 

*' I do not think it well for boys to draw ui 
their books," said the teacher, "'and I would 
rub these out if I were you. Bid you ever 
take lessons?" 

" No sir," said the boy, his eyes sparkling. 

** Well, I think you l^ave a talent f(>r this 
thing ; I should like you to draw me something 
when you are at leisure, at home, and bring it 
to me. In the meantime see how well you can 
recite your lessoris." 

The next morning the boy brought a picture, 
and when he had committed his lesson, the 
teacher permitted him to drawv a map. The 
true spirit was touched. The boy felt that he 
was understood. He began to love his teacher. 
He became animated and fond o'f his book. He 
took delight in gratifjflng the teacher by his 
faithfulness to his studies ; while the teacher 
took every opportunity to encourage him in his 
natural deairet. The boy became one of the 
first scholars, and gained the medal before he 
left the school. After this he became an en- 
graver, laid up money enough to go to Europe, 
studied the works of old mast^s^, sent home 
productions from his own pencil, which have 
found a place in some of the best collections of 
paintings, and he is npw one of the most pro- 
mising artists in the country. After the boy 
gained the medal, he sent fhe teacher a beauti* 
ful picture, as a token of respect ; and while he 
was an engraver, the teacher conti|ined to re- 
ceive frequent tokens of regard ; and I doubt 
, not, to this day, he feels that the teacher, by 
the judicious encoura^ment he gave to the na- 
tural turn of his mind, has had a great moral 
and spiritual effect on his character. 



Compassion* 

Compassion is an emotion of which we ought 
not to be ashamed. Grateful, particularly in 
youth, is the tear of smypathy, and the heart 
that melts at the tale of wo. We ought never 
to sport with pain and distress in any of our 
amusements, or treat even the meanest insect 
with wanton cruelty. 



Fight hard against a hasty temper. Anger 
will come, but resis: it stoutly. A spark mjfy 
Bel a house on fire. A fit of passion may give 
you cause to mourn all the days of your life 
Never revenge an injury. 



The Two Windmills— «iA Fable. 

BY S. O. GOODRICH. 

Two neighbgrs living on a hill, 
Had each-^and side by side— a mill. 
The one was Jones, a thrifty wight, 
Whose mill in every wind went right ; 
The storm aud ^empest vainly spent 
Their rage upon it — round it went ! 
E'en when the sammer breeze was light, 
The whirling sails performed their flight'— 
And hence a village saying rose-— 
•** As sure as Jones* mill it goes,*' 

Not so with neighbor Smith's — close by 
Full haM* the time it would not ply- 
Save only, when the wind was toesif 
Still as a post it stood at rest. 
By every tempest it was battered. 
By every thunder-gust 'twas shattered. 
Through many a- rent the rain did filter, 
And, fair or foul 'twas out of kilter, 
And thus the saying came at laBt-~ 
•• Smith's mill is made for those that fast.'* 

Now who can read this riddle right ? 
Two mills are standing on a height-^ 
One whirling brisk what'er the weather— 
The other idle, weeks together ! 

Come, gentle reader, lend thine ear, 
And thou the simple truth shalt hear : 
And mark I for here the moral lurks— 
Smith held to faith, but not to works^^ 
While Jones believed in both — and so, 
By faith and practice made it go ! 
Smith prayed, and. straight sent in his bill 
Expecting Heaven to tend his mill ; 
. And grumbled much when'er he found 
That wheels ungreased would not go rouud. 
Not so with Jones— for though as prayerful ; 
To grease his wheels he e'er was careful j 
And heal with ready stitch each rent, 
That ruthless time or tempest sent — 
And thus by words his faith express : 
Good neighhor Jones by heaven was bless'd. 



Affliction. 

Afflictions are from the same benevolent source 
from which mercies originate. They equally 
indicate God's goodness, and in their result will 
show that they are equally beneficial, and per* 
haps more ^o, to those who, in being the sub 
jects of them, receive them in a proper temper 
I of mind« 
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Qnarreling. 

DonH quarrel — ^we beg of you-nion't quar- 
rel. It is bettei; to have a fit of sickness, or the 
toothache for a week, than to quarrel with a 
neighbor. It would not be half as wearing-^ 
half as perplexing. Why not live in peace ? 
Yoa appear to think you are not to blame when 
you quarrel. It is a mistake. You are. You 
would never quarrel, if you were not more or 
less to blame ; this you may rely upon. What 
a miserable scene, where people live in con- 
stant broils— each laboring to say or do some- 
thing to displease his neighbor — and both speak- 
ing against each other, and when they meet, 
cast a sneering look, or fling out a provoking 
^ woid. A savage life might be preferred. 

'O man, did. you ever quarrel ! Have you an 
enemy ? Is there one of God's cieatures, whom 
you despise and turn from, as if it were a ven- 
• omous reptile? Do you labor to make him feel 
your indignation and scorn? Wicked and 
wretched man that you are — as miserable as 
you can live — ^you will never be happy till you 
divest yourself of this malignant disposition, 
and become reconciled to your brother. Reflect 
seriously on your duty and interest, and twenty- 
four hours will not pass away before you be- 
come reconciled. Did you ever read what the 
poet says ? Every word is true. Attend to it ; 

*' The fine and noble way to kill a foe 
Is not to kill him : yoo with kindness may 
So change him, that be shall cease to be so ; 
And then he's slain. Sigbmtind used to say 
His pardons put his foes to death ; for when 
He multiplied their hate, he killed them then.*' 



ing and howling in awakening the boys, all of 
whom had fallen asleep in the meantime. The 
smoke soon convinced them that the house was 
on fire, and when they entered the room below 
where the fire was spreading, they found the 
faithful sentinel at his duty, striving to arrest ^ 
the progress of the flames with all his energies, 
and scattering the burning brands with his teeth 
and paws in every direction about the floor, 
thyiking, no doubt, that if he could not procure 
water, this was his last resort to save the house. 
It seemed that he had been doing the same be- 
fore he succeeded in arousing the boys. The 
fire burnt a large hole through the floor l^efore 
the boys succeeded in extinguishing it. 



A House and Family Saved by a Dog* 

*Mr. S. E. Bettes, of Sandisfield, Mass., be- 
ing about to go out for an evening visit on New* 
Year'^s night, directed his oldest boy, a lad of 
some ten years of age, to put wood into the 
stove and leave a good fire when he and the 
other children went to bed, and to have the 
kindlings ready for the morning fire. The boy 
did so, but put the kindlings under the baker, 
so that the fire communicated to them from the 
stove. When the fire communicated to the 
kindlings, the children had all gone to bed in 
the chamber, but there was a faithful watch- 
man below. Mr. B. had an mtelligent spaniel 
dog, which, seeing the fire communicate to the 
W(K)d, and from that to tjie floor, mounted up 
stairs to give the alarm, but finding that he 
could not make the boys understand him, he 
laid himself down on one of their beds for a 
few moments. 

As if aware of the increasing danger, he 
soon returned to the fire again, and on his third 
visit to the chamber he succeeded by his bark^ 



The following beautiful passage, is from a 
Poem written by George Vashon, a colored 
young man of Pittsburg : 

The Seasons. 
First, Spriko came tripping on from Southern 

bowers, 
And strewed her sunny path with fragrant flowers* 
Bade the still brook from out its torpor wake, 
And freed, from icy bosds, the captive lake ; 
Then smihng back upon the smiling land, 
Resigned the rale to Summer's warmer hand. 
Earth, in the genial change rejoicing much. 
Glowed like a picture 'neath a Gaido's touch. 
And lovelier grew/ with each socoeeding day, 
'Till AutumK seized the sceptre and the sway. 
She, to enhance the beauty of the scene, 
Tinged with rich brown each leaflet's brilliant 

green, 
Cast o'er the laud her sad yet lovely smile, 
Then sank beneath dread Wiiiter's chilling 

wile. 

Dread Winter who, with no kind feeling warm, 
Evoked, in envious rage, the blighting storm ; 
And conscious, that no gift she could bestow. 
To equal Summer's, Spring's, or Autumn's glow, 
Blew, spitefully, her freezing breath on all. 
And strove to crush Earth 'neath her snowy pall.'* 



Under all circumstances, there is but one 
honest course ; and that is to do right, and trust 
the consequences to divine Providence. *' Du- 
ties are ours ; events are God's." Policy with 
all her cunning, c^n devise no rule so safe, sa- 
lutary and effective, as this simple maxim.— 
Mrs. Childs. 



Lowell, with its population of 30,000 has nO 
less than twenty-three places of worship. 
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ORIGINAL. 

Stories abont the Reibrmatio». 

EVEKINO SCENE. 
BY REV. O.COLLINS. 

CHAF. lY. 

*^ I will commenoe, this evening, my son, 
where I closed last evening. The conduct of 
Lnther now became so bold, that the pope him- 
self became interested in the dispute. He was 
somewhat alarmed, though he pretended to de- 
spise the movement in Germany, and called it 
a squabble among the monks ; said Luther was 
a drunken German. He began at first to act 
against Luther, by listening to the bitter com- 
plaints of Luther's enemies. Luther did not 
wish to contend against the pope, and frequently 
expressed his high respect for Leo's character, 
talents and learning ; but, as Leo was deter- 
mined to sustain Tetzel, Luther commenced 
speaking against him. The first step which 
Leo took to put a stop to the Reformation, was 
to appoint a great ofiicer and learned man, 
named Sylvester Prierias, to judge Luther. But 
Lu^er conducted himself so ably,' that Sylves- 
ter returned to Borne without doing the pope's 
cause any good. The defeat of Sylvester ex- 
cited Uie Catholics very much. They were 



much mortified. Those who liked the pope 
wished to bum Luther. The bishop of Bran- 
denburg cast a faffot into the fire one day, and 
said to his frien&, • I will not lay my head 
down in peace, until I have oast Martin Luther 
into the fire like that fagot.' Luther was aware 
of his great danger, and wrote a letter to the 
pope. He told the pope that he wished to be. 
convinced of his errors, if he was wrong — that 
every body hated him — ^that he was ready to 
die if it was the Lord's will, and closed his 
letter with these words, * I wDl receive your 
voice as that of Christ, who presides in and 
speaks through you.' But Gqd did not design 
that the work should stop here. The letter was 
written a few days too late. Before Leo ^ot it 
he wrote to Prince Frederic, advising him to 
bum Luther alive. This Frederic at once re- 
fused to do ; and while Luther was patiently 
waiting, and every day expecting a friendly 
word from Leo, he was suddenly ordered, by 
the pope, to appear in Rome within sixty days. 
Luther's danger was now greater than ever. 
He knew that if he obeyed the pope and went 
to Rome, he should never leave that city aKve. 
And he knew, if he did not go, that the pope 
would um his utmost exertions to persuade the 
emperor or the prince to bum him. Luther's 
friends were alarmed : they did not know what 
to do to save him for some time. At length 
they thought of a plah, which was to request 
the pope, that Luther might be tried in GrerT 
many, and not in Italy, This request was 
granted, and Luther was saved. The pope* ap- 
pointed Thomas Veo, alegitan, Luther's judge. 

About this time another individual appeared 
in Wittemberg, from whom Luther derived 
much assistance." 

" Who was it, father!" 

" A young man named Melancthoh. He 
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row: some wanted one to be chosen, and some 
another. The pope was as much interested 
as any one, if not more than any one. Con- 
sequently, after Milttz had persuaded Luther 
to write a Tery humble letter to the pope, the 
pope had not time to attend to it until it was 
toolato," 
« What did Luther write to Leo ?" 
**I will read the letter to you to-morrow 
evening. I must now bid you good night." 

The Old Family Bible, 

BT GEORGE SHEETS. 

Sceptic ! spare this book 

Toach not a single leaf. 
Nor on its pages look 

With eye of unbelief; 
'Twas my forefathers* stay, 
. In hour of agony ; 
Sceptic ! go thy way. 

And let this old book be. 

• This good old book of life, 

For centuries has stood. 
Unharmed amid the strife. 

When earth was drunk with blood ; 
And would'st thou harm it now. 

And hare its truths forgot ? 
Sceptic ! forbear thy blow. 

Thy hand shall harm it not. 

Its very name recalls 

The happy hours of jouth. 
When in my grandsire's kalis 

I heard its tales of truth ; 
I've ieea his white hair flow 

O'er this volume as he read ; 
But that was long ago. 

And the good old man is dead. 

My dear grandmother, too. 

When I was but a boy, 
I've seen her eye of blue 

Weep o'er it tears of joy. 
Their traces linger still. 

And dear they are to me ; 
Sceptic ! forego thy will. 

Go, let this old book be. 



Polity of heart depends much, so fat as our 
moral agency is concerned, on keeping the ima- 
gination free from the secret contemplation of 
forbidden objects. Keep the door of the ima- 
gination barred against unlawful visiters, and 
«ad the citadel of the soul is safe. 



A Parable. 

BT THEODORE PARKER. 

When Ishmael was a young man, mother- 
less, and an outcast, with no wife, nor child, 
nor friend, he rode on his only camel, laden 
with dates and com, a few figg and ripe 
olives, cummin and precious seeds, journeying 
alone through the desert to the fairof Shurat. 
But his camel died in the wilderness ; and for 
many a days journey did he wander ou, bare- 
foot and hungry, a* ruined man, leaving his 
corn, his seeds, and all his fortune to perish 
there. *This place is accursed, and God hath 
forsaken me,' said Ishmael ; and he called the 
name thereof Me-au-rer ; for it brinoeth a 
CURSE.' said he: The sun burnt him ; his lips 
were parched with thirst — he could not speak 
-*-yet he died not, but reached at length the 
hospitable tent of Jotkan. 
' X ears passed on. Ishmael became a pat- 
riarch, rich, the father of raapy strong ones. 
He travelled once again, in old age, with his 
wives, and his children, and his children's 
children — men servants and maidens, and a 
multitude of camels — an exceeding great com- 
pany, crossing the desert to go into the lands 
of the Sabeans to die there. And lo, the hot 
wind of the desert came upon them ; the water 
dried up in their leathern bottles. They were 
like to perish of thirst. The young men and 
maidens cried in theur agony towards God. 
The old men bowed themselves and were si- 
lent, awaiting the stroke of the Lord; The 
moan of ^e strong camels — it was terrible to 
hear, as they wandered, crying unto God for 
lack of drink, 

A day's journey of despair they travelled 
on, and came to a green forest with date-trees 
and com, figs and olives, green grass and a 
running wefl. They sat down and were re- 
freshed — ^yea, they drank, and their hearts 
lived once more within them. But as Ishmael, 
now heavy with years, slept after his fatigue 
at noonday, behold that same angel who had 
appeared and led Hagar to the well in the de- 
sert — ^the WELL OP God's seeing me came 
and stood before him in his sleep, and said, 
* Son of Abraham, rememberest thou thy ca- 
mel that perished ?' And Ishmael awoke, for 
he remembered it was here ! He saw that out 
of the com, the dates, the .few figs, the ripe 
olives, the cummin, and the precious seeds, so 

Erovidentially lost, this cluster of fruit-trees 
ad arisen, and these fields of grass and com: 
He blessed God, and said, * Were it not for the 
misfortune of my youth, I had been ruined in 
my old age, and this great people with me. 
Wonderful are the ways of the Lord !* 

And he called the name of the place Kol- 
ma-as-ch-El — for he said it is all God's 
WORK. And there Ishmael rested from hi s 
labors — and his tomb is there unto thia day. 
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The Shephevif of Jadea. 

. There is a peculiar fbf oe and beauty in t(ie 
illufitra^oB which the Scriptures employ to 
show their meaning. Thus Wilde, in his Na- 
nttive says : 

^ Shortly after leaving the city we met seve- 
ral flocks of sheep, preceded by their ^ep- 
herds, walking slowly towards Jerusalem, and 
at once the full force of all the beautiful ima- 
ffery, and the many touching similies derived 
nom such scenes and associations, and so oft- 
en alluded to in Scripture, came vividly be- 
fore me. These Arab shepherds, clad in the 
turbans and simple abbas worn by their class, 
and canying a wooden crook in their hands, 
walked in front 

The sheep, which are a peculiar and very 
handhome breed, are mostly low sized: the 
foreparts of their bodies are of a fawn color, 
and the hinder parts white ; they have lon^, 
pendent, silken ears and sweeping tails ; their 
face more oval and longer than the species in 
these countries, and they have altogether a 
more pleasing, docile, and mild expression of 
countenance. 

^0% one of them ventured before the shep- 
herd, but stopped or quickened their pace as 
be did ; or if a young and froward creature 
lagged behind, or strayed to either side, a sin- 
gle word from their leader — often a very look 
— brought it back and checked its wander- 
ings. A few favorite lambs frisked about their 
mastei^, rubbing themselves against his legs 
and earments. 

Aner the sheep came some ;^ouniP goats and 
lambs, and the whole procession closed with 
about two dozen of old patriarchal looking 
goats, which brought up the rear. These goats 
have long horns and pendent ears, that hang 
almost to the ground, and their hair is a ^ossy 
black, and of the finest ^rain ; the sheep and 
goats were perfectly distmct. 

These shepherds are often to be seen about 
sunset, slowly approaching the city frcmi all 
sides, to seek dielter for their flocks, during 
the ni^ht, in some of the deep valleys by 
which It is surrounded, carrying the lambs in 
their bosoms. It is almost incredible the in- 
fluence the shepherds of Palestine possess 
over their flocks ; many of them have no dogs, 
but a word is quite suflicient to make them 
understand and obey the will of their shep- 
herd. He sleeps among them at night, and m 
the morning leads them forth to pasture, al- 
ways walking before them, guiding them to 
those -places where they can enjoy the beet 
food, and resting when he thinks they have 
obtained a suflSciencv, or during the heat of 
the day, in some cooi shady place, where ^ey 
all immediately lie down around him. He has 
generally two or three favorite lambs vrfaich 



do not mix with the flock, but follow close at 
his side, friskinff and fondling about him lik^ 
dogs; indeed the degree of intelligence and 
understanding that exists between the Arab 
and his flock is truly astonishing. ^Thej 
know his voice^ and follow him;*' and ''he 
careth for the sheep." It was probably to 
such shepherds as these that the angels an 
nounced the glad tidhigs of the Saviors birth . 



Spirit ofliibeitT. 

Soon after the close of the long French 
war in Europe, a boy was standing on one of 
the bridges that cross the Thames at London, 
with a number of small birds in a cage for 
sale. A sailor who was passing, observed the 
little prisoners fluttering about the cage, peep- 
ing through the wires, and manifesting their 
eager desire to gain their liberty. He stopped 
for some time looking at the birds, apparently 
lost in thought. At length, addressing the 
boy, he said, — 

**How much do you ask for your birds?'* 

*< Sixpence a piece^ sir," was the r^ly. 

^I don't ask how much apiece," said th« 
sailor : " how much for the lot — I want to buy 
all hands." 

The boy be^n the calcalation, and found 
they came to sixteen dullings and sbEpence. 

''There is your money," said the sailor, 
handm^ out the cash, which th^ boy received 
with evident satis&ction at his morning trade. 
No sooner was the bargain settled than the 
sailor opened the cage door, and let the birds 
fly away. 

The boy looking quite astonished, exclaim- 
ed, "What did you do that for, sir?"— you 
have lost your birds." 

«I'll teU you»" said the 8ittk>r,««why I did 
it. I was shut up three years in a French 
prison as a prisoner of war, and I am resolved 
never to see any thing in prison that I can 
make free." 



Interestins Expeiiments* 
Place several small pieces of camphor gent- 
ly in a basin of pure water, and widi a red 
hot wire i^te them as they float ; the lump» 
will sboot about the isurfaee in various direc- 
tions, performing many comical antics^ exhib- 
iting a lively dance of fire balls. 



Never be cast down by trifles. If a spider 
break/s his thread twenty times, twenty times 
will he mend it again. Make up your mind to 
do a thing, and you will do it. Fear not, if 
trouble comes upon you : keep up your spirits, 
though the day be a dark one. 

Troubles never stojj forever, • 

The darkest day will pass away. 
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Tirtuons Yoatli. 

That was a beautiful and mstrnctive lesson 
which we heard drop from the hps of a bereaved 
Christian father, not long since, An accom- 
plished and virtuous son, beloved and admired 
by all who knew him, had just been engulphed 
in'the ocean, as his home was waiting, after 
his Irag absence, to bid him welcome. *< J am 
deei^y grieved — deeply wounded," said the 
father ; <* yet I ti^mk God that I have consola- 
tion. When I compare my case with that of 
other &thers who have sons, living indeed, but 
not to the honor of themselves, their connex- 
ions, the woiid, or their Grod, I feel diat this 
calamity of death is not the worst which may 
come to 1^ heazt of the parent. I would rather 
that child of mine should pass away as he did 
in his uBstakLed purity of soul, baptized by that 
one plunge into the infinite, than to have had 
his years continued only that he might have 
been a living death to himself and his race. 

There is a precious consideration coming up 
in this utterance of the full heart of that be- 
reaved parent; that is, the blessing of a good 
chftracter, whether death or life shall be ouzb. 
O there can be nothing like this ! ** A good 
name is better than precious ointment," and 
with tb good librae, ^ tiie day of one's death 
may be better thfiin tiie day of his birth." It is 
fi>r this excellence of character that the good 
parent aims in the rearing of his children ; it 
is this for which the father toils and the mother 
entreats, persuades and prays ; and it is this 
only that can bless that father and mother in 
the children of their love. Let these children 
be virtuous, then, no matter in what circum- 
stances of life the family may be, the riches of 
virtAe will be worth more to these children than 
all the gcdd and silver the wealthiest of parents 
could bestow upon them. But let them be re- 
i^reant to virtue, and '^ to every good work re- 
probate;" let dissipation lure them from the 
true wisdom, and evil communications corrupt 
their souls, then are they indeed living afflic- 
tions, ^* sowing the wind and reaping the whirl- 
wind." How many of thb description, alas ! 



do the records of our daily life bring before us .' 
£(|saven save our dear youth from the life of 
the ungodly, and give them a portion with the' 
upright, the good and the just, that while living 
they may confer blessings wherever their influ- 
ence shall extend, and dying leave behind them 
that name of the righteous which shall be had 
in everlasting remembrance. 



How Parents may aid the Sabbath School. 

Win the parents who are readers of the 
Teacher suffer us a word of exhortation in re- 
ference to their influence in behalf of the Sab- 
bath School ? They hear it now and then spoken 
of, by the minister, and by the Sabbath School 
teachers and others, that parents do not exert 
that influence which they might in behalf of 
the Sabbath School. - All parents who wish 
well to tiiis institution must be desirous of aid- 
ing it, and we will take the liberty of pointing 
out a few ways in which we think they may 
aid it essentially. We would have parents do 
something besides wishing the Sabbath School 
well. Their exertions and S3rmpathies are need- 
ed. Let teachers be devout, and earnest, and 
true hearted ; what can they accomplish with 
but a handful of scholars around them, and with 
no cheering indications that they have the pray- 
ers and exertions of the parents on their side ? 
The Sabbath School is a mutual Christian as- 
sociation. The parents should have confidence 
in the teachers — the teachers should have sym- 
pathy with the parents. There should be har- 
monious co-operation. No parent has a right 
to say, " I wish the Sabbath School well" — 
and then suffer his children to '* have their own 
way about going," and to neglect to arouse 
himself \o a reasonable and Christian action if 
their decision is to stay«away from the school ! 
Such indifference, such inconsistency has no 
part nor lot in practical Christianity. Let the 
united voice and influence of parents be for the 
Sabbath School, and prosperity and blessing 
wUl attend it. 

Do parents ask tjohat they shall do % Let us 
show them that there are very emphatic an-. 
swers ready. 

1. In reference to the scholars at home. 
Might not the parent see that the lessons are 
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attended to and committed previously to the 
time of the meeting of the school. Ifchildien 
are somewhat disinclined to remember their 
work for the Sabbath School, the parents 
should remind them of this work in due season, 
and should encourage them to accomplish it. 
Some children are neglected in this respect. 
Their Sabbath School lessons are the very last 
lessons urged upon their attention at home ; 
and excuses for not learning them are some- 
times more readily admitted than other excuses 
are. This shows how the Sabbath School is 
really valued in that home. Such instances 
among us should be rare. Most children have 
some time during the week in which they may 
prepare themselves foj their recitation in the 
class on the coming Sabbath. Things of less 
importance should not be permitted to cast these 
fM)nsiderations aside. 

fl. Again. Parents may see that the scholars 
are punctual in their attendance at the school. 
Is it not too often the case that indulgence in 
sleep and ' rest is carried to an unreasonable 
length in some families on the Sabbath ; that 
slight excuses are often permitted to keep scho- 
lars away from the Sabbath School class, when 
by a little timely effort on the part of parents 
they might have taken their places there in 
. season, in preparation for their duties, and giv- 
ing encouragement by their praiseworthy ex- 
ample to the whole school ? This is a subject 
worthy of decided thought and action. 

3. Parents may become teachers in the Sab- 
bath School. Teachers are oftener needed there 
than they can be obtained. This is an evil 
which nearly all Sabbath Schools have been 
obliged to meet. Diffidence, lack of interest, 
and other causes, have kept those back who 
should have been among the foremost to en- 
courage the Sabbath School by their presence. 
Heads of families seem to belong, as teachers 
or advisers, to the school. There are too many 
such, however, ready to justify their non-ap- 
pearance there in the fact that they have now 
the cares of a family upon them, and cannot 
conveniently incur this additional responsibility. 
We wish that such would think more closely 
in reference to duty here. There are not a few 
parents who might afford one hour on each Sab- 
bath day, together with a few preparatory hours 



during the week, fOr the Sabbatlr School. We 
speak of course of those parents whose calls at 
home are not the most absolute, but who have 
the means of making their influence felt some- 
where else besides in their own family and 
home. It would be well for us if we could 
have more such parents as teachers in our Sab- 
bath Schools. They would greatly encourage 
younger teachers, and give additional impor- 
tance and strength to the Sabbath School. 

4. Parents are needed ^ visiters in the 
school. The teachers and scholars will be 
pleased to greet them ; and their presence in 
this young congregation w^ do good. The 
children will see that their school-room has at- 
tractions ; that others who are not of their 
number, wish to see them and know how they 
prosper. The teachers, too, will realize that 
they are not laboring without the sympafhj of 
others. This sympathy they will feel. It will 
be to them an inspiration in which they will ^ 
labor on for good in their high and responsible 
vocation. 

If all our parents would only be faithful in » 
this respect, we should witness a great change 
for the better in all our Sabbath Schools. If 
each parent would consider himself or herself 
.a part of the school, being present therein as 
often as convenience or propriety might dictate, 
there would be no place of deeper interest thaa 
llie Sabbath School room* Will not cmi pa- 
rents who may have been deficieait in their at- 
tention to this younger assembly of the sano-^ 
tuary, ask themselves what is duty here, and 
endeavor by all means to discharge it ? 

5. Parents may aid the Sabbath School by 
seeking scholars for it out of their own families. 
The Christian command is, " that we love our 
neighbors as ourselves." We are to do good 
and to communicate. Our charity, if it begins, 
is not to end at home. ' We are to enlist and 
bless others in the cause of truth and holiness. 
There axe perhaps but very few of our Sabbath 
Schools that might not be made larger, did the 
members of the society with which they are 
connected only bestir themselves, and se6k out 
other scholars. There are almost always some 
children to be found whose parents are not suf- 
flciently interested in the Sabbath School to in- 
duce their children to eome. Such ohiHreii 
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Beed to be sought out. They should be en- 
treated ; their parents should be entreated in 
their behalf; and they should, if possible, be 
secured to the school. Now if every member 
of every society would just think of this duty 
and seek to do it, what a change for the better 
should we have in our Sabbath Schools. And 
may not this subject be more deeply considered ? 
Must many of oui professed friends satisfy 
themselves that the Sabbath School will be 
taken care of by others while they remain in- 
active? Not so. Every one to the work • 

Here, parentis, are some of the measures by 
which you may render the Sabbath School pros- 
perous. Will you not consider — will you not 
aett 



JSy We have received the following account 
of the recent Exhibition at Cambridgeport. We 
should have had it in our last, but it came a 
little too late. 

Exhibition at Cambridgeport* 

Bro. Adams: I am well aware of the many 
exhibitions which you are called upon to notice 
through the columns of the Teacher ; and that 
of necessity all such accounts must be very 
brief. Yet I am constrained to ask the indul- 
gence of yourself and readers, while I say a 
few words concerning the very interesting Ex- 
hibition of the Sabbath School at Cambridge- 
port. It was first given »n the evening of 
' May-day ;' and many o£ the parts were pre- 
pared with reference to that occasion. Owing, 
however, to the inclemency of the weather, it 
was repeated on last Sabbath eve ; when the 
writer had the pleasure of being present, and 
enjoying a * feast of reason and a flow of soul.' 

As I entered the church, Br. Fletcher, the 
pastor, was invoking the blessing of God upon 
the exercises of the hour. After a short but 
impressive prayer, the speaking commenced, 
while I, with pencil in hand, began to mark 
those pieces in which 1 was specially interested. 
It may seem almost invidious in me to discrimi- 
nate where <dl was so good, but I cannot for- 
bear to mention a few of the parts with which 
1 was particularly pleased. 

And as one I may mention, the Dialogue 
written by the Pastor, which I will venture to 
caU the ^ Voices of Nature." It was designed 
to portray the teachings of the Son, Moon, and 
Earth. Beautifully was it done. The idea of 
the piece was no less interesting than the man- 
ner in which it was performed. 

Another finely conceived and well executed 
fisoa .was a Didogue, also written by the Pas^ 



tor, on the change wrought in the human soul 
by the power of the Resurrection. Its lesson 
was well brought out and forcibly impressed. 

At the close of Part First, as also at the in- 
troduction of the exercises, an appropriate 
hymn, also by the Pastor, was sung by the 
choir. At the commencement of Part Second, 
a beautiful Gold Pencilf valued I am told at 
fifteendollars — ^to the receiver y now mvaluable — 
was presented to Br. Fletcher, with a neat and 
exceedingly appropriate address, by one of the 
lambs of the fold. The manner in which it 
was done was truly touching. This of course 
drew forth some remarks from the Pastor in 
reply, which, according to my judgement, were 
just the thing — ^fuU of the feeung and the elo- 
quence of the heart. {[^ Query. Is it fash- 
ionable to present GoldPendls to Pastors? If 
so the writer will ' 

But I must hasten on* In conclusion, an 
some among the other interesting performances, 
I would mention the Dialogue on " Sabbath 
School Exhibitions and Pic-nics," " Flowers," 
" My Bible." This was spoken admirably. 
Every word was distinctly pronounced, and ap- 
parently with a heart that felt the noble truths 
to which the lips gave utterance. ** Heathen 
and Christian Worship" attracted much atten- 
tion ', so also did '* Songs and Choruses for 
May Day." Both of these pieces were well 
performed. And as the last 1 mention, a Dia- 
logue, ** The Little Spunky Universalist," one 
part of which was spoken by a little girl only 
four years of age ; and spoken very &:mly in- 
deed. In fact I know not when I have passed 
an evening more pleasantly, than in listening to 
these young preachers of righteousness. Trmy , 
" Children are the smiles of God." 

In looking over the catalogue of the pieces 
performed, I find that no less than five of tfie 
dialogues, two of the single pieces, and two of 
the hymns were written by the Pastor. Truly 
Br. F. is a working man. The fruits of his 
well directed labors were seeii in the Exhibi- 
tion. May Gdd reward him, and all who have 
aided him, according to their deserts. And may 
those Pastors who find it so exceedingly diffi- 
cult evm to visit the Sabbath School from Sun- 
day to Sunday, learn a lesson of faithfulness, 
and henceforth resolve to obey the injunction of 
the Master, " Feed my Lambs." M. 



inr Out thanks to Br. Vose, of Watertown, 
for that fine little budget of Dialogues he was 
pleased to send us. We will remember him 
for that. 



The Sunday's Sermon lasts but an hour or 
two, but holiness of life is a continual sermon 
all the week long. 



Digitized by 



Google 



im 



THE OOSJPEL TSACHSfi. 



Another Yolnme* 

The present vdume of the Teacher is draw- 
ing near its dose. The first oi Joly will soon 
be here, when Yolmne Eight will begin. While 
we return thanks to our good friends who have 
been standing by us since our first connection 
with the paper, and others who have smce given 
us their pationage, we still hope for the con- 
tinuance of their support, and for a large addi- 
tion to the number of our subscribers. What 
doth hinder? 

The publiidier intends to do what he can for 
the improvement of the Teacher in the next 
volume. One thing he has positively agreed 
to, and that is, to preset the Teacher on a 
whiter paper than that of recent volumes. Our 
old correspondents have promised to be punctual 
and faithful, and n^w ones of no ordinary talent 
are promising their services. The editorial de- 
partments will be conducted as usual ; and it is 
very certain that the Gospel Teacher will not 
be sufiered to decline in* interest. R^oember 
that, all good friends, and see what you can do 
to increase our subscription list. 



A Voice from Ohio. 

Br. E. Preston, of WiDcesville, Ohio, in 
writing to the undersigned says, '' We are 
about organising two or three Sabbath Schools 
in this neighbourhood. I was authorised to get 
books for the school, and I think your paper 
would furnish the best reading for the school. 
Please send us eight copies of the * Gospel 
Teacher.' I am about to establish two other 
schools in the Association, and if we can get 
your paper reasonably, we shall want as many 
as thirty copies." We are glad to learn that 
new schools are springing up in Ohio, and pray 
that God's blessing may rest upon them. We 
assure Br. P. that the Teacher shall be sent the 
schools of which he speaks, low — very hw. 
We wish to speak to the friends in Ohio upon 
the importantance of Sunday Schools and their 
ben^cial consequences. Br. P.^ we thank you 
for the interest manifested in behalf of our Sab- 
bath School paper. May its mission in Ohio 
be a good one. J. M. U. 

P. ^S. — ^The friends in the above named 
place axe ere(Aing a new meeting-house this 
season.'^. The march of Universalism is onward. 



Hew Books. 

We have quite a number of new and neat 
looking volumes on our table, some of Vhich 
we can notice now, and the others, perhaps, in 
our next number. , 

" The Floral Fortune-teller : a Game 
for the Season of Flowers." By Miss S. C. 
Edgarton. Published by A. Tompkins. One 
of the most charming little things we have seen 
for many long months in the miniature book 
line. The selections of poetry from our best 
authors axe made with great taste and discrimi- 
nation. 

« Letters on the Moral and Relisious 
Duties of Parents :" By a Clergyman. A 
new and improved edition, by the same pub- 
lisher. The author of the work is Jlev. O. 
A. Skinner, recently of this city, and now 
Pastor of the Orchard Street Universsdist 
Church in New York city. This work is 
really one of the best things he has given the 
public from his pen. It has received the de- 
cided approbation of some of the most distin- 
guished clergymen of the different denominar> 
tions in our city, viz : Revs. Charles F. Bar- 
hard, F. D. Huntington, H. Wmslow, R. H. 
Neale, Drs. Blagden and Sharp. It ought to 
be in the hands of every parent. May it have 
an extensive circulation. 

"LrTTLB Boy's Book:" A little, and a 
very pretty and appropriate book, well printed, 
and ornamented with cuts, edited and puUii^ied 
by Rev. J. M. Usher. It is made up of choice 
selections from some of our most popular wri- 
ters for the young. All who are buying books 
for their children and for Sabbath School librsr 
ries will do well to remember this one. ' 

^* Friendless : By a friend to youth." We 
have received from the publisher, C. L. Stick- 
ney, of New York, a copy of a book just is- 
sued from his press, bearing the above title. It 
is a neatly printed volume of 208 pages. 

The autiior's name is withheld. He says hia 
object in presenting it ^' is a desite to add his 
' mite' to the ^orts which are being made upon 
all hands, for the advancement and improve- 
ment of youth, in morals and intellect." It ia 
designed for children, to be placed in the juve« 
nile collections for home, or in the Comnuni 
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School, or Sa^day School library. From a 
glance oyer its pages we dkcover nothing ob- 
jectionable ; and should judge it a useful book 
to be read by our Sabbath School scholars. 

We shall notice the " Art of Conversing," 
** Adventures of Elder Tub," and ** The Uni- 
versalist Assistant" in our next. 



Protest. 

We do utterly protest against the mistakes 
in the article from the pen of the editor of this 
paper in the last " Universalist Miscellany," 
headed '< Hindrances to Religious Culture." 
If it was not for committing an Irishism, we 
would say that the next article they get there 
from our pen we shall keep at home ! At least, 
we must have a better understanding about 
proof-reading. Such blundering is too bad. 



NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT. 

G. L. DEMAREST, Editor. 



A Serious Question. 

Here is certainly a serious question, proposed 
by the editor of the *< Christian Citizen." We 
hope no reader, old or young, will be inclined 
to ** do^ge" it. Look it in the face, and think 
about giving it an answer. It is for American 
Christians to give the answer, and the right an- 
swer, too. 

" During forty years of missionary labor, 
forty thousand pagans have been gathered into 
the fold of Christianity under the preaching of 
American Missionaries. The average increase 
of slaves in this country is about seventy thou- 
sand a year ; whom to teach to read the Bible 
is a penal offence. Now if one thousand par 
gans are annuaUy evangelized abroad, and sev- 
enty thousand native Americans heathenized at 
home, required the time when the knowledge 
of God shall cover the earth as the waters the 



VlF We are sorry ihat we did not receive 
Br. Fletcher's account of the recent Sabbath 
School Conference at Canton Street Church. 
This number of our paper was nearly all made 
up before his communication came to hand. It 
shall be given in our next. 



EJ* We have been to see the great painting 
at Amory Hall, " The Court of Death," by 
Peale, one of our most distinguished artists. It 
is one of the grandest specimens of the art we 
ever beheld. 



A Third Letter to the Williamshiuvh Soil- 
dar School. 

Willi AMSBURGH, May 18, 1846. 
Childscn : In my last letter I spoke to you 
of Cain, (and some others were also alluded to,) 
as having been one of those persons who were 
" like a city that is broken down and without 
walls." But there are many persons not half 
so wicked as Cain and the rest, who do not 
rule their i^irits, and many children are not so 
careful as they should be m this rei^ect. 

When Sarah Le^is takes offence at every 
little thing that others say or do to her, and 
pouts, and is vexed all day-long, is she not 
very like a city without walk? What security 
has she against an uidiappy life ? 

Is not Anna Thompson like a city without 
walls? Some mischievous girls, amoig them 
Mary Watson, have discovered that she is ea- 
sily worried, and so they do >yhat they can to 
tease her. Ann is always complaining of Mary 
and the others, and seems to have no peace. 
What a pity it is she does not build up that 
wall of patience and meekness ! I think it 
would do her much good. 

But Mary is no better off than Ann. She 
seems to take delight in annoying Ann, and 
making her feel unpleasant ; but she certainly 
feels sorry for it afterward. No one can hurt 
the feelings of another without feeling sorry 
for iL How much better is it to build up a 
good strong wall of love, so as to keep out that 
unfriendly disposition, which is as much our 
enemy as any other evil inclination ! 

John Mallory is very hasty sometimes. If 
a little boy says an3rthing which he does noit 
like,— *' calls him names," or differs firom him 
in opinion— into what a passion he fies ! He 
hardly knows what he is about. Ah, John ! 
if you do not build up a wall round your spirit 
like that which the Lamb of God erected, you 
may do things which will make all your Mb 
bitter! 

Samuel Simons is once-in-a«while abnsed 
by bad boys, and occasionally is treated very 
unjustly; but he remembers how Jisus waii 
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reviled, yet reviled not again : how he snfiered, 
yet threatened not. Samuel therefore bears 
patiently every injury, treats Hiose who do him 
wrong with gentleness and love, and thus 
makes them his friends, and enjoys great peace 
of mind in copying the example of Christ. Sa- 
muel is not *< like a city that is broken down, 
and without walls ;" for he has a ** rule oyer 
his own spirit." 

Children, will you not try to be like Samuel 
in this respect? 

Your affectionate Superintendent. 



0RI6INA.L. 

Whom I Iiove Best. 

BY JAMBS LUMBARO. 

I have a Father, one whose worth 
Is by but llw possessed : 

Of all the men that tread the earth 
I love my Father best 

I have a Brother too, whose Joys 

I share at his behest ; 
Of all the langhter-lovmg Boys^ 

I love my Brother best 

I have a Sbler, one as true 

As brother ever blest, 
Of all the girls that meet my view 

I love my Sister best 

I cherish these— but {there is one 

More dear than all the rest, 
And it is strange a duteous son 
Should love his Mother best ? 
New York, May, 1847. 



will they feel courage, and hope, in striving to 
be like him. This course pursued faithfully 
and frequently, I cannot but think is the true 
way to form in the human soul the ChristiaD 
character. For it has been well said, that the 
infant mind, like the fair sheet of paper, is 
ready to receive such an impression as may be 
laid upon it ; and if you would see exemplified 
in them the spirit of Christ, you must so re- 
veal him to their minds that they can realize 
his life, and appreciate *his true character. 

B. 



Religions Teaching. 

Seek to make an impression on the minds of 
the children in your charge of a truly religious 
and Christian character. To this end, often 
hM up before them the character of Jesus. 
Endeavor to give them a rational and familiar 
idea of his life of usefulness and unbounded 
kindness. Strive to avoid giving to the name 
and character of Jesus that m3rsterious and su- 
pernatural conception, which has been enter- 
taineif by the Christian world so long, and so 
fatally. Lpt their young and imitative minds 
see him as a true many one who rose above the 
temptations, foUies, and sins of the world, al- 
though of like pasnons with ourselves. Then 



My Mother's Voice. 

My mother's voice ! I hear it now ! 
I feel her hand upon my brow. 

As when, in heartfelt joy, 
She raised her evening hymn of praise, 
And called down blessings on the days 

Of her loved boy. 

My mother's voice I hear it now ! 
Her hand is on my burning brow. 

As in that early hour. 
When fever throbbed through all my veins. 
And that kind hand first soothed my pains, 
With healing power. 

My mother's voice ! It sounds as when 
She read to me of holy men,-— 

The patriarchs of old, 
And gazing downward in my face. 
She seemed each mfant thought to trace. 

My young eyes told. 

It comes — when thoughts unhallowed throng. 
Woven in sweet deceptive song, — 

And whisper round my heart. 
As when, at eve, it rose on high, 
I hear, and think that ike is nigh. 

And they depart 

Though round my heart all, all beside — 
The voice of friensbip, love, had died, — 

That voice would linger there, 
As when, soft pillowed on her breast. 
Its tones first lulled my infant rest. 

Or rose in prayer. 



Let yotmg people remember, that their good 
temper will gain them more esteem and happi- 
ness, than the genius and talents of all the bad 
men that ever existed. 
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JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 

" All thy chUdren shall be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children.** 



Hints for the Young. 

Are there any among you, my young friends, 
who desire to preserve your health and cheer- 
fulness through life, and at length to reach a 
good old age? If so, listen to what I am about 
to tell you. 

A considerable time ago, I read in one of 
the newspapers of the day, that a man had 
died near London, at the advanced age of 110 
years — that he had never been ill, and ^at he 
had maintained through life a cheerful, happy 
temperament. I wrote immediately to London, 
beffging to know if, in the old man's treatment 
of himself, there had been any peculiarity which 
had rendered his life so lengthened and so hap- 
py, and the answer I received was as follows : 

'He was uniformly kind and* obliging to 
every body ; he quarreled with no one ; he ate 
and drank merely that he might not suffer from 
hunger or thirst, and never beyond what ne- 
cessity required. From his earliest youth he 
never allowed himself to be unemployed. TJiese 
were the only means which he used. 

I wrote a note of this in a little book where 
I generally* write all that I am anxious to re- 
member, and very soon afterwards I observed 
in another paper that a woman had died near 
Stockholm at 115 years of age, tfiat she never 
was ill, and was always of a contented and 
happy disposition. 

1 immediately wrote to Stockholm, to learn 
what means this old woman had used for pre- 
aervinff her health, and now rend the answer : 

** She was always a great lover of cleanli- 
ness, and in the daily habit of washing her 
face, feet, and hands in cold water, and as often 
as opportunity offered, she bathed in th^ same. 
She never ate or drank any delicacies or sweet- 
meats: seldom coffee, seldom tea, and never 
wine." 

Of this likewise I took a note in my little 
book. 

Some time after this, again I read that near 
St. Petersburg, a man ha3 died who had en- 
joyed good health till he was 120 years old. 
Again I took my pen and wrote to St. Peters- 
burg, and here is the answer : 

** He was an early riser, and never slept be- 
yond seven hours at a time ; he never was idle : 
he worked and employed himself chiefly in the 
open air, and particularly in his garden. Wheth- 
er he walked or sat in his chair, he never per- 
mitted himself to sit awry, pr in a bent posture, 
but was always perfectly straight. The luxu- 
rious and effeminate habits of citizens he held 
in great contempt," 



After having read all this in my little book, 
I said to myself, — ** You wDl be a foolish man 
indeed not to profit by the example and expe- 
rience of these old people.*' 

I then wrote all that I had been able to dis- 
cover about these happy old people upon a 
large card, which I suspended over my writing 
desk, so that I might have it always before my 
eyes to remind me what I ought to do ; and 
from what I should refrain. Every morning 
and evening I read over the contents of my 
card, and obliged myself to conform to its rules. 

And now, my dear young readers, I can as- 
sure you, on the word of an honest man, that I 
am happier, and in better health than I used to 
be. Formerly, I had the headache nearly 
every day, and now I suffer scarcely once in 
three or four months. Before I began these 
rules, I hardly dared venture out in rain ox 
snow without catching cold. In former times, 
a walk of half an hour's length fatigued and 
exhausted me — now I walknniles without wea- 
riness. 

Imagine, then, the happiness I experience ; 
for there are few feelings so cheering to the 
spirit as those of ocmstant good health aiid vi- 

for. But, alas ! there is something in which 
cannot imitate these happy old people — and 
that is, I have not been accustomed to all this 
from my youth. 

that I were young asain, that I might im- 
itate them in all things, that I might be happy 
and long lived as they were ! 

liittle children, who read this, you are the 
fortunate ones who are able to adopt in perfec- 
tion, this kind of life ! What, then, prevents 
you living henceforward as healthily and hap- 
pily as the old woman of Stockholm, or aa 
long and as usefully as the men of London and 
St. Petersburg T 



SimdaT School Hymn, 

The olden word of wisdom. 

Is still a. warning truth — 
** Remember thy Creator, 

Now in the days of youth." 
And we that word obeying, 

Would ever learn of him 
Whose mercies and compassion 

No lapse of time can dim. 

We thank Thee, O oar Father, 

For all thy proof of love. 
Each tendmg to prepare us 

For thy pure realm above. 
O grant to us thy spirit. 

And bless our Sabbath School » 
That we may ever follow 

The Savior's Golden Rule. 



Digitize,d by 



Google 



173 



THE GOSPEL TEACHER. 



A Iiion in the War* 

** Yes, there is always a lion in the way," 
said Mr. Hall to a gentleman with whom he 
was conyersing in the parlor. Justin entered 
the parlor at that moment. He heard the re- 
mark of hb father, but was a good deal puzzled 
as to its meaning. He had read about lions, 
and, like most children was greatly interested 
in them. He would have gone further to see 
a lion than any other animad. 

He wished very much to know to whom his 
fether had reference in the remark above quoted, 
but he could not think of asking him while he 
was engaged in conversation. Some boys 
would have said at once, in violation of good 
breeding and good grammar, " Who are you 
talking about r ' 

But Justin had been well brought up, and 
besides, had a good natural sense of propriety. 
He sat down and kept silence, hoping uat he 
should hear something which would enable 
him to infer the fact which he wished to know, 
hink out thincs instead 
with numberless ques: 
ait in his character, 
ed in thus learning the 
as the visitor had de- 
is father, and rested his 
i knees, and acted as 
k a question, the pro- 
some doubt, 
aest to make, my son, 
eaidMr. HaU. 

" Yes, sir, I wish to ask vou of whom you 
were speaking when you s^d there is always a 
lion in his way." 

Mr, Hall saw from Justin's manner that he 
had understood the expression literally. He 
wtis somewhat amused at the idea, but refrain- 
ed from laughing lest he should hurt Justin's 
feelings, or discourage his laudable curiosity. 
He replied, '< I was speaking to Mr. Harris ; 
you must be careful and not let the lion get in 
your way." 

<' If a lion had a mind to get in my way, 
how could I help it! I'm not as strong as a 
lion." 
•* What kind of a scholar is Robert Carr ?" 
Justin wondered what led his father to ask 
that question, and his wonder prevented him 
from replying with his usual promptness. He 
finally answered in a hesitating manner, ** I 
don't know." 

** Don't know ! don't you belong to the same 
class with him?" 
" Yes, sir." 

** How does it happen, then, that you don't 
know what kind of a scholar he is?" 
''I thought I ought not to say any thing 
* against my classmates." 

" That is very well ; you should never say 
any thing to the disadvantage of another, un- 



less it is true, and unless you are required by 
some good reason to tell it. But wfiile you try 
to obey this rule, you should not transgress 
another one, by saying what is not true." 

*< I know that Robert is not a good scholar, 
and yet he has a very good mind ; why is he 
not a good scholar ?" 

*' Because, sir, he has no resolution. If the 
lesson looks long he will say, ' 1 can't get it, 
and won't try ;' and if he comes to a hard 
place in the lesson he gives right up." 

" There is always a lion in the way then." 

Justin's eyes brightened, for now he under- 
stood the reason of his father's asking about 
Robert, and the meaning of the expression a 
lion in the way. '* I know what you mean 
now by telling me not to let a lion get in the 
way ; when I undertake a thing, I must not get 
discouraged and give it up." 

" That is it." 

" What if the thing is wrong ?" 

" You must not undertake it." 

<< What if.I don't ^d it out till after I have 
began?" 

"Then stop short." 

" Some young lions ^t in your way some- 
times, don't they, Justm?" said his mother, 
who entered the parlor in time to hear the latter 
part of the conversation. 

I don't know, ma'am*" said Justin, doubt- 



ingly. 
"Hav 



ive you finished your kite yet?" 

« No, ma'am." 

** Have you finished weeding youi flower 
bed?" 

"Not quite." 

" Have you read your new book through ?" 

"Partly." 

" What has hindered you? The little lions ?" 

" I guess so," said Justin, smiling, though 
he felt the reproof contained in his mother's 
remarks. 

Justin, like a great many other boys, began 
a great many things which he never finished. 
This is a very bad habit ; should neyer be form- 
ed, or if formed, it should be corrected at once« 
Otherwise it vidll grow worse and worse. There 
are some men whom you never can depend upon 
to get any thing done. In boyhood they fell 
into the habit of beginning things and not end- 
ing them. 

" How shall I keep these little lions away?" 
said Justin. 

" Bj always finishing every thing which you 
begin," said his father. 

" But I get BO tired of some things." 

" No matter, you must finish th^ for the 
sake of finishing them. Kyou always keep to 
this rule, you will be more careful about begin- 
ning things. You will think more before you 
act, and will plan more wisely. When I was 
a boy I was very much like you. They used to 
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call me great at beginning, but I seldom com- 
pleted any thin^. My father saw it, and took 
me in hand, and piade me finish whatever I be- 
gan, if possible. In that way I corrected the 
habit, and I should be glad i£ you would cor- 
rect it in your case, my son, without the inter- 
position of my authority." 

Justin resolved that he would follow his fa- 
ther's example. 



ORIGINAL. 

Dialogae. 

Maria. — Susan, how do like Father Street- 
er's Sunday School f don't you think it a pretty 
good one? 

Susan. — ^Yes, indeed I do, but I once thought 
that a Sunday School must be a dreadful gloomy 
place. 

M. — What made yon think so; I always 
thought lust the other way — ^that it was some- 
thing delightful. 

5. — I can hardly tell what, but I had been 
told that Sunday was God's day — Ihat it would 
be very wicked to do things on that day, that 
would be right on any other day ; that we must 
be perfectly still in the house, and read old ser- 
mons, or tracts, or something of the sort ; and 
that when we went to meeting it would be 
wronff to look up, or even smile if we met a 
friend on the waj ; and then, at church we 
must believe that if we did not behave just so, 
the minister would have something dreadful 
done to us. 

iVf.-- Those were strange notions of yours. 
My parents always taught me that Sunday was 
observed in Christian lands as a day of iwmise 
and prayer, and zeHgious instruction and im- 
provement, and that as it was set apart for so 
holy a purpose we ought to abstain from un- 
necessary labor, that our time and attention 
might be given to the improvement of the heart, 
and learning of Grod, his Son Jesus Christ, our 
duty to each other and ourselves, and our fu- 
ture destiny. It has ever been a pleasant day 
to me. I love the Sabbath more than any other 
day in the week. 

iS^. — ^It is becoming so more and more to me : 
O ! Maria, you don't know how different Sun- 
day seems now to what it did onCe. 

M. — ^I suppose the reason must be the more 
cheerful aspect that is thrown around it. But 
what made you have such an antipathy to the 
Sunday School ? 

5.— JO, because it was only kept on that 
long, dun, tiresotQe, horrid day as I felt it was ; 
and because it was connected with the congre- 
gation, and was called sometimes the ** meet- 
mg for the young." 

M. — ^You appeal^ to have had a maipal hatred 
of the day ^enever it came, and of going to 
meeting. Well, I don't blame you. I should 



have been worse than you, had I been in yoor 
place. 

£f. — I did dread tb have Sunday come. It 
was longer than any other two days in the 
week. And then every thing was so sad and 
melancholy. I used to be really frightened 
when I went to bed, thinking over what the 
minister said about those who did not love and 
reverence the Sabbath ; that they would have 
to suffer a dreadful punishment. 

M. — Did you love and reverence it then ? 

jS.— No ! that I did not. I tried very hard 
to do so, but could not love it. But yet I 
thought I should not suffer much, for I kept as 
serious as possible, and looked strait at the 
minister in meeting, and said over the text most 
all sermon time, so as not to forget to tell the 
folks at home where it was, for I supposed it 
would be very wicked not to be able to remem- 
ber it. 

M. — So you don't believe such things now? 
Can It be that there are any persons at the pre- 
sent day who entertain such opinions in the 
enlightened city of Boston, where we live? 

/S. — ^I doubt not there are many, very many. 
You call Boston enlightened, and it is so when 
compared with many other places ; it is called 
liberal, perhaps it may be m some things ; it 
is said to be a very relisious city, and is noted 
for its observance of the Sabbath and its church-^ 
es, &c. Yet, in it there is much darkness and 
ignorance of the true character of our heavenly 
Father, and the great principles of Christianity ; 
there is much bigotiy and selfishness ; there is 
I fear more formal worship on Sunday, because 
it is fashionable to go to meeting, or from fear 
of some dreaded woe, than there is of a sin- 
cere, heartfelt, cheerful adoration. 

Af.-^I cannot deny there is a great deal of 
truth in what you say. I am glad to reflect 
that there are so many instrumentalities 'at work 
in our midst to disseminate more jus;^ and cor- 
rect views concerning our religion, the mission 
of Jesus, and man's duty ; and I rejoice that 
the Sunday School is one of the means of do- 
ing this work, especially those of the denomi- 
nation to which we belong — for I do love our's 
better than any other. 

S. — And well you may; for it is in such' 
Sunday Schools as this, in whose behalf we 
have come up into this beautiful church this 
evening, to participate in these interesting ex- 
ercises, that the young are taught ; those sen- 
timents, which will cause them to be dutiful 
and obedient, to love God, the Father of the 
*' spirits of all fiesh," for his unceasmg good- 
ness that never changes ; to treat not only their 
' ymates and teachers, but every body, with 

^nes8 and affection, and to be cheenul and 
happy. 

iwr.— Well, Susan, I think you are a pretty 
able advocate for the Sundav School cause; 
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you have turned over a new leaf in your book 
of impressions, and buried your former notions ; 
you no longer seem to find the Sabbath a tedi- 
ous string of hours, in which there is no ra- 
tional enjoyment to be found, but see brightness 
not only in them, but in all that belongs to 
them. 

fif. — ^Yes, it is so now with me ; 'and I can- 
not forbear sayinff that I owe my present enjoy- 
ment of mind and feeling, for the most part, to 
the instructions I haye received in the hall be- 
low. As we have been taught, so let us en- 
deavor to manifest our love for the truths of 
Christianity and for its instructions, and as 
it is to us the nursery of religion, may we 
strive ever to be benefited by the words of coun- 
sel and instruction so freely and sincerely given 
by the pastor, the superintendents, and teach- 
ers of our blessed Sunday School. E. F. 



The Iiion*s Streogth. 

Of this noble animal, two varieties (the yel- 
low and the brown or black) exist in South Af- 
rica, both, however, retreatmg before ihe pro- 
gress of European colonization ; the dark color- 
ed is the strongest and fiercest ; their strength 
is prodigious. Well authenticated accounts 
prove that a lion will carry off an ox or a horse 
with nearly as great ease as a fox would a 
goose. A young lion has been known to carry 
a good sized horse a mile from the spot where 
he killed it ; and an instance occurred in Sneu- 
burgh where a lion carried off a two year old 
heifer, and when his track or spaor was follow- 
ed by the hunters for five hours on horseback. 
Throughout the whole distance the carcase only 
once or twice was discovered to have touched 
the ^ound. Spearman says he saw a lion at 
die Cape take a heiferinhis mouth, and though 
the legs, trailed on the ground, he carried it off 
as a cat would a rat, and leaped a broad dike 
without the least difficulty. Like all the feline 
tribe, the lion lies in wait for his prey, couch- 
ing among the grass and reeds near pools and 
fountains, or in narrow ravines : he will spring 
from nine to twelve yards at a bound, and can 
repeat these springs for a short time. Denied, 
however, the fleetness of the hound or wolf, 
the lion, by a few quick bounds, can seize even 
the tall giraffe or camel-leoapard by springing 
on the haunches of the latter. Instances have 
been known of the giraffe thus carrying the 
lion twenty miles before sinking under the at- 
tacks of the destroyer. 



If the sun is going down, look at the stars ; 
if the earth is dark, keep your eye on heaven ! 
With God's presence ana God's promises, a 
man or a child may be cheerful. 
Never despair, when fos's ia the air ! 
A sunshiny morning will come without warning. 



From tho Philadelphia Saturday Coiuriar, 
The Child and the Angel,— A Yition. 

BT MRS. E. H. SVAK8. 

I saw a child — a frolic boy, 

Beside a river-margin straying ; 
His jetty eyes were wild with joy, 

Methought his very curls seemed playing 
80 lightly o*er his shoulders bare, 
Each ringlet fluttered in the air. 

AH heedless down the verdant dell. 
His feet, as lilies white, came bounding ; 

And now he grasped a tinted shell. 
And bent his ear to list its sounding. 

Then looked, with eyes a moment grave, 

Within itg smooth and fairy cave. 

At last, apon the crystal stream, 
A pale and lovely flower came gliding ; 

With glance wplifled, it did seem 
Like christian love that fears no chiding i 

Yet little joy it broaght to me. 

Its pore and glistening leaves to see. 

For when the boy its beauty spied — 
To fear, or thought of .harm, a stranger. 

He learned far o'er the rushing tide. 
And reck*d not of his mortal danger. 

My brain grew dizzy with affrightr— 

And feeling dim'd my aching sight. 

No sudden plash ! — no thrilling shri^ ! 

I turned again with wonder gazing ;•— 
Ah, Memory, is thy record weak. 

Or will the vision bear the tracing ? 
Still leaned he there in all his charms. 
But circled by an Angel's arms ! 

All airily, 'mid locks of gold. 
His raven hair unconscious floated,— - 

His cheek of rosiest mental mould. 
And lips on which my senses doated. 

Pressed sofUy ^n the seraph's face. 

Nor dreamed how fair their resting place. 

The flower was gained — ^the Guardian fay 
Replaced the boy, then smiling vanished ; 

The child went singing on his way ; 
But thoughts were mine. Time hath not banished 

A joyous sense of Heavenly care. 

Of Angel Presence every where. 



Make no expense, but do good to othen and 
yourself; that is, waste nothing. 
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Mr. Birch and Mr. Spruce* 

* Good morning, Mn Spruce ; a delightful 
morning.' 

* Ah!' replied Mr. Spruce, * I should not 
think it very delightful to you, Jack Birdi, down 
there among the brush and weeds.' 

* Indeed, sir,' responded Jack, * if my station 
in life is more humble than yours, I am not 
thereby prevented from enjoying the beneficence 
of my Creator.* 

* Jack,' rejoined Mr. Spruce, * what is there 
in your sphere which can compare with my ma- 
jestic height t On the north I behold even the 
snow-capt tops of the far-famed White Moun- 
tains. On the west, the eye wanders over a 
landscape, lovely as the warmest imagination 
can conceive. It is composed of groves, rivu- 
lets, fields of graiii, orchards, gardens and vil- 
lages ; interspersed with here and there a lofty 
spire, which directs the inquiring eye x)f the 
traveler to a resting place for the weary spirit. 
A little farther souih, clothed in robes of ver- 
dure, rises the Ascutney, in the midst of a beau- 
tifully extended plain. It is one of the prettiest 
mountains in New England. My prospect on 
the east, although inferior to the western, is 
bounded only by the rugged and ragged summit 
of Kearsarage.* 

' Mr. Spruce,' quoth Jacjc, * is it true, I do 
not enjoy the extended prospect of which you 
speak, — ^but are you not exposed to dangers 
from which I am exempt? Is not your very 
height a cause for continual alarm 1 How often 
may the woodman's eye have scanned you, 
while he has considered yt)ur majestic height 
and fine proportions, sufficient qualifiootions to 
recommend you to the naval service. Think 
you not, when you are stretching your broad 
arms to the clouds, that you are inviting the 
thunder bolt and the tempest's fury? As for me, 
. I am contented to live among die brush and 
weeds, as you have sneeringly sSid. Here I am 
continually regaled by the odoriferous breezes, 
which gadier all their sweetness from the blos- 
soms around me. I am refreshed by the gentle 
murmuring rivulet. I am cheered by the sweet 
chirping of merry songsters, as they partake of 
the berries which are scattered in rich profusion 
around my feet.' 

* Indeed ! Jack,' ssdd Mr. Spruce, in reply 
to tills long speech, * if you do not consider my 
superior JmgtU any advantage, surely you must 
acknowledge my size desirable. Your fragile 
form is blown about by every Uast. I stand as 
firm as the rocks which he in my shadow, 

* Look! Mr. Spruce,' exclaimed Jack, * Be- 
hold that blackeninj^ cloud ! A moment, and it 
will burst upon us in all the fury of the whirl- 
wind! * . * * • * * 
Thanks to my < fragile form !' Had I been pos- 
sessed of other than a frail fonn, I should have 



been broken by the whirlwind, which bent me 
to the very ground !'• 



Poor Mr. Spruce ! your lofty height and no- 
ble size availed you nothing, for you lie in 
broken and scattered fragments. Alas for thee ! 
poor Spruce ! Thy fate, if it may not * adorn a 
tale,' may nevertheless * point a moral.' 



Names and Order of the Books of the Old 
Testament. 

The great Jehovah speaks to aa 

In Genesis and Exodus, 

Leviticus and Numbers see 

Followed by Deuteronomy. 

Joshua and^ Judges sway the land, 

Ruth gleans a sheaf with trembling hand ; 

Samuel and namerons Kings appear. 

While Chronicles we wonaering hear. 

Ezra and Nehemiah, now, 

Esther the beauteous mourner show. 

Job speaks in sighs, David in pslams, 

The Proverbs teach to scatter alms , 

Ecclesiastes then comes on. 

And the sweet song of Solomon : 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, then 

With Lamentations takes hb pen, 

Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea's lyres 

Swell Joel, Amo4, Obadiah's. 

Next Jonas, Micah, Nahum come. 

And lofty Habakkuk finds room — 

While Zephaniah, Haggai calls. 

Wrapt Zachariah builds his walls ; 

And Malachi with garments rent 

Conclude the ancient Testament. 

Namep and Order of the Books of the New 
Testament. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, wrote the life of 

their Lord, 
The Acts, what Apostles accomplished, record ; 
Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, hear 
What Philippians, Coloisians, Thessalonians re- 
vere ; 
Timotheus, Titus, Philemon, precede 
The Epistle which Hebrews most gratefully read; 
James, Peter and John, with the short letter Jude, 
The rounds of Divine Revelation conclude. 



Mind what you run after ! Never be content 
with a bubble that will burst, or a fire-work 
that will end in smoke and darkness. Get that' 
which you can keep, and which is worth keep- 
ing :— 

Something sterling, that wiU stay 
When gold and silver fly away. 
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.Tlie Lion and OiralTe. 

The wild beasts, to be sure, are very lively, 
entertaining creatures, and we occasionally 
meet with a pleasant anecdote respecting their 
adventures. Take the following for example, 
related by the Rev. Mr. Moffit, Missionary 
in South America : 

'* On our route homeward we halted at a spot 
where a novel scene once occurred, and which 
was described by an individual who witnessed 
it when a boy. Near a very small fountain, 
which was shown to me, stood a camel thorn 
tree, (acacia Giraffe.) It was a stiff tree, about 
twelve feet high, with a flat, bushy top. Many 
years ago, the relator, then a boy, was retum- 
mg to Ms village, and having turned aside to 
the fountain for a drink, lay down on the bank 
and fell asleep. Being awoke by the piercing 
rays of the sun, ht saw, through the bush be- 
hind which he lay, a giraffe browsing at ease 
on the tender shoots of the tree, and, to his 
horror, a lion creeping like a cat, only a dozen 
yards from him, preparing to pounce on his 
prey. The lion eyed the giraffe a few moments, 
nis body gave a shake, and he bounded into 
the air to seize the head of the animal, which 
instantly turned Ms stately neck, and Uie lion 
missing his grasp, fell on his back in the centre 
of the mass of thorns, like spikes, and the gi- 
raffe bounded over the plain. The boy instantly 
followed his example, expecting, as a matter of 
course, that the enraged lion would soon find 
his way to the earth. Some time afterwards, 
the people of the village, who seldom visited 
the spot, saw the eagles hovering in the air ; 
and as it is almost always a certain sign that 
the lion has killed game, or some animal is ly- 
ing dead, they went to the plsice, and sought m 
vain, till, coming under the lee oi the tree, their 
olfactory nerves directed them to where the lion 
lay dead in his thorny bed. I still found some 
of his bones under the tree, and hair on its 
branches, to convince me of what I scarcely 
could have credited. 

The lion will sometimes manage to mount 
the back of a giraffe, and, fixing his sharp claws 
into each shoulder, gnaw away till he reaches 
the vertebrs of the neck, when both fall ; and 
oft times the lion is lamed for his trouble. If 
the giraffe happens to be very strong, he suc- 
ceeds in bringing his rider to the ground. 
Among those that we shot on our journey, the 
healed wounds of the lion's claws on the shoul- 
der, and marks of his teeth on the back of the 
neck, gave us ocular demonstration that ftfo 
of thepx had carried the monarch of the forest 
on their backs, and yet come off triumphant." 



Lose no time ; be always employed in some- 
thing useful ; cut off &U unnecessary ac^n. 



Notlee to SalilMith Ckliools. 

• Those Sabbath Schools who are about to 
purchase additions to their libraries, can be sup- 
plied by sending their orders to the publisher of 
the Gospel Teacher, 25 Comhill, Boston. A 
catalogue of the books now in the library should 
be sent, and the amount to be expended specified. 
Any books not wanted may be returned. The 
sufaficriber's acquaintance with Sabbath Schools 
and their wants, enables him to attend to this 
branch with satisfactioH to the schools. 

All the instruction books used in our denomi- 
nation may be found at the ofiice of the Grospel 
Teacher. Also, 

I. Just published, the Sunday School An- 
nual for 1846. This work is interesting to all, 
but especially to the young, for whom it was 
prepared. Price 62 1-2 cents. 

n. Gift from Julia. This is a new work, by 
one of our most successM writers for children. 
Price 31 cents. 

in. Little Hymns and Pictures for Little 
Readers. This is a small book of 32 pages, 
and illustrated by about twentvengravings. 

IV. The Sunday School Teacher's Class 
Book. Hiis book was prepared and published 
agreeably to a vote of the Sabbath School As- 
sociation, and under the supervision of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Association. It is just 
the work which is wanted in our Sunday 
Schools. It is simple in its arrangement ; and 
win be 'a great help to Superintendents and 
Teachers. Will our friends try it? 

V. Sets of Sabbath School Cards. These 
card9 are desinied for small children in our 
Sunday Scho<3. They will be found much 
niore convenient and useful than question books. 

VI. A series of Sunday School Tracts. One 
to Parents, one to Teacb^rs, and two to CWl- 
dren. These tracts cannot fail to do great good 
to Ae Sunday School cause, if liberally circu- 
lated. In ord^ that they may be circulated 
freely, they are put at the low price of one 
thousand pages for one dollar. 

The subscribers will also keep the Univer- 
salist pubUcations constantly on hand and for 
sale, at the lowest cash prices. His particular 
attention will generally be turned to the Son- 
day School interests. WiD not the friends fa- 
vor him with a portion of their patronage. 

J. M. USHER, 
25 Comliilly Boston* 



P's AND 0*8.—" You must mind your p's 
and q'e now. Miss Eliza ;" said an elder sister 
to a giri. " Indeed," she replied, " I suppose, 
then, I must be pert and gmrrelsomef" " No," 
was the rejoinder of a third; ** you most be 
poHt9 9iud quiet, '^ 
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<<Be ye followers of God as dear diildren." Paul. 
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BY JAMES M. USHER. 
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*<Do thyself no harm/' 

Acts xvi. 28. 

The original apptication of these words the 
nader ean ascertain by taming to the history 
with whidi they are conoec^tod. We place 
lliem at the head of this article, for the purpose 
o£ ufiiag them by way of accommodation. We 
shaXt apply them to concerns in which the pub- 
lic welfare is now involved. There are now, 
many of our sace ^rushing heedlessly into dan- 
ger, difficulty, misery, and death, who need 
some friend to step between them and impend- 
ing ruinr-'-crying aloud, * Do thyself no harm.' 

Let us apply this subject to the young. No 
c^iss of community stand in greater need of the 
tender solicitude and good admonition of fxiend- 
i^iip, than those who are just entering the mul« 
t^ed cares of active life. When we see those 
who are in the morning of life treading under 
foot the wholesome discipline of wisdom and 
virtue— viola tiog the friendly commands, and 
spumisig from them the good advice of their 
loving and faithful parents in whose heartEr are 
gaomered up all the treasures of parental afiec- 
tton-^whose whole aouIb are always open to 
the dearest interests of their children ; when 
we see youth disregarding, recklessly, the 
council of these friends — ^indulging those pas- 
sions which should be restrained ; seeking the 
aDoiety.of the unn»»9l..aBd;abaQd«ied, which 



should forever be shunned ; gratifying sensual 
appetites at the manifest disregard of propriety 
and good order, squandering away Uieir preci- 
ous time in light amusements which can yield 
them no solid profit, and willfully refusing to 
adorn and' enrich their minds with valuable in- 
struction that shall be of service to jthem when 
they shall be young no more, when we meet 
with such objects as these, we say from the 
bottom of our souls, with tears of anxious con- 
cern — Dear youth, *Do thyself no harm,' — 
Pause, pause in thy mad career ; in thy down- 
ward course, before all that is valuable on 
earth is lost. The voice, which now charms 
and leads you astray, is the sjrren song that 
will please the ear while, it poisons the heart ; 
the pleasures that now amuse you are as de- 
ceitful as the ignis fatuus, and will lead you on 
to destruction's gun of bitter sorrow. 

Shun the fatal rocks on which many precious 
youth have made shipwreck of all their hopes 
of usefulness, gloiy, and earthly happiness. 
Now is the season tor improvement, for laying 
up a stock of x^efvl knowledge, that shall ena- 
ble you to discbarge the duties of maturer life, 
when that which now pleases you shall become 
insipid and disgusting, when you will need a 
store of useful information, of virtuous senti- 
ments to guide life's frail barge across the bois- 
terous sea on which your voyage is now com- 
menced. * Do thyself no harm,' by gratifying 
unholy desires and vicious inclinations, things 
which never fell to sink those who indulge 
them in misery, merited contempt, and ruin. 

Dear youth, the harm of evil conduct is not 
confined to yourself; there are your parents and 
fiaends who will be most deeply wounded, if 
your name is covered with infamy, and your 
life is sunk in wretchedness. Did yon but know 
a mother's bve aad a fBaher's.-a&etion— 4f 
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your heart is iiot harder than adamant, and 
colder than the fh>zen regions of the north — 
for their sakes you will stop in your vile career 
and turn to your path of duty, obedience, 
honor, and happiness. Do your parents no 
harm. Bring not their grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave. 

We will close this article by saying to all 
ages, classes, and conditions of men, study 
well your duty to God, to yourselves, and to 
your fellow-men ; hear and obey the warning 
voice of religion and friendship, which cries 
aloud to each individual — -^ Do thyself no 
harm !' *Do thyself no harm I'—JRev. B. Whit- 
iemore. 



ORIGINAL. 



Sabbath School Ctnarteiiy CoDfereiuse. 

This body met, agreeably to notice, on the 
13th of May, at the Universalist Church, on 
Canton street, Boston. The meeting was 
called to order at 3 o'clock, P. M,, by Br. J. 
G. Adams, and Br. L. J. Fletcher was chosen 
clerk. After uniting in prayer with Br. Cook, 
the following question was taken up for con- 
sideration : 

What is the best method of seeariag permaaent 
teachers in oar Sabbath Schools ? 

At the close of the discussion, in which 
Brs. Cook, Adams, Streeter, Francis, Hitch- 
bom, Curtis and Fletcher took part, Br. Cook 
offered the following resolution, which was 
passed: 

Resolved f That we recommend to our Societies, 
to bold Sabbath School Conferences, at least, once 
every quarter. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet in the 
evening, at half-past seven. Br. Hitch born 
preached an excellent discourse from Prov., 
20th, ISth—" There is gold and a multitude of 
rubies ; but the lips of wisdom are a precious 
jewel." After the sermon another question 
was discussed very briefly by Brs. Streeter, 
Cook and Fletcher. The committee appointed 
to nominate a preacher for the next meeting 
of the Association, reported the name of Br. 
Fletcher. On motion of Br. Hitch bom the 
meeting adjourned at 9 o'clock. 

Remakks.— Having never attended a meet- 
ing of this Association since I came to reside 
in the State, I had looked forward to this 
uoieeting with much interest. I had often heard 
of the large and flourishing Sunday Schools 
within the limits of this Association ; and sup- 
posing that I should meet a large delegation 
of teachers from each of them, in addition to 
a greater portion, if not all the ministering 
brethren in this section, it may well be sup- 
posed that I anticipated a very interesting and 



wholly disappoiated* The meeting was in- 
terestiiigf and I tmst in a good degree useftil. 
But what rendered it so? Was it the large 
number of Sabbath Schools teachers who 
were present fron^ diflferetit societies, and who 
gave life to the occasion by their instructive 
remarks ? Was it the punctual attendance of 
all the ministering brethren ? Was it the large 
number of parents, or scholars, that comfiosed 
the audience ? Not all, or even one of these 
can be credited with the happiness and in* 
strnction which that meetiog anorded to thoae 
present. There were but few teachers pre- 
sent — ^but few parents — but few children, and 
a very few preachers. Indeed, wh^i all were 
taken together, we made but a few. But by 
those who were there, a deep interest was 
manifest in the questions presented for discus- 
sion, and many very excellent remarks and 
suggestions were made. 

Upon the question first considered, a degree 
of interest was manifest oommensurate to the 
great importance of the subject which it opens 
to view. It ieems that in many schools there 
is a lack of teachers. An urgent call fer more 
young gentlemen and ladies who are willing 
to come forward and aid in giving the needed 
instruction to the young, the tender, the im- 
mortal mind. That^it shoulil be so, isstrantef 
and almost unaccountable. Br. Adams, in his 
remarks, gave the most reasonable solution of 
this difficult problem of any that I have heard. 
He traced the coldness and indiflference nxani- 
fest bv those whose age and abilities would 
qualiQr them for teachm, to the want of reli- 
gious culture in early hfe. To a neglect oet 
the part of parents to train th^r cliildven in 
the nurture and admoBition of the Lord,^ and 
to plant in their bosoms early a love and sa- 
cred reverence for all religious institmVoas. If 
this explanation be indeed the true one, a 
mighty responsibility is resllDg upon parent^ 
which they should know, and sensibly realize. 
That the evil rests in part here, cannot be 
doubted. The home circle is not sufficiently 
often the scene of devotional exercises — the 
theme for conversation partakes too much ^ 
earth and too little of heaven. When the 
father leads his little son by the hand among 
the fruits and flowers, or walks with him at 
evening-time beneath the starry heavens, he 
dees not so often as duty demands point up- 
ward to the God who made all things, ara 
teach his child to reverence, to love, and to 
adore. And the mother who is with her chil- 
dren always in their early life, and can mould 
and fashion them as she j^eases — she too o&ien 
neglects to teach them those lessons which are 
of the most vital importance in creating a 
love for religion, and for those institutions 
which are intended to advance its principles. 



useful season. And in this' last I was not j This is an evil which ought not to esast. 'The 
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duty of parents to their chikkreo in advanciog 
their happiness, their duty to a religious com- 
munity, and their duty to God— ^aU these urge 
the necessity of a faithful discharge of cbris^ 
tian duty to the young and tender mind. Let 
parents awake to this great dut^ ; and a 
change, a glorious change will be witnessed in 
the rising generation. GbildreD will come upon 
the stage with a love of relieion in their hearts 
deep planted, and so firmly rooted that no- 
thing can prevent Its growth. And if tliis is 
once realized,'enough there will ever be, who 
will stand waiting the call with pleasure, to 
join in aiding the mind of children to bud, 
and biooni, and bear the fruits of righteous- 



Where sliall the next Association be holden ? 
What Sabbath School is waiting to extend an 
invitation? Don't all speak at once, but be 
sure that some one speaks in season, firs. 
Francis, of Chelsea, Coffin, of Boston, and 
Curtis of Medford are the committee ou ad- 
journment. 

L. J. FxiETCHSR, See*ry. 



ORIGINAL. 

Hashiia Sabbath School Concert. 

I intended to have noticed in the last num- 
ber of the Teacher, the very interesting con- 
cert given a short time since by the Sabbath 
School in Nashua. I had not the pleasure of 
attending it, but from those who had I have 
received the raoBt flattering accounts of its 
success. It was evidently prepared with great 
care, and its success must have been most en- 
couraging to tiie school and its friends. The 
programme contained a good variety of du- 
els, choruses, songs, and instrumental music, 
ifbtch wilti the ** Attars of Nature'* could 
bardly Mi to interest the hearer. 

But I have called attention to this concert 
rather to note the character of the entertain- 
ment than to compliment successful endeavors. 
It was exclusively a musical performance. 
Not so much as one word was spoken during 
either evening ; nor was there received the 
least aid from persons not belon^ng to the 
school. Is not this the/ first exhibition of this 
character which has been given by any of our 
schools ? Be that as it may, I would most re- 
spectfhlly suggest to our lareer schools — ^for it 
cannot be expected of small schools without 
great kbor — the propriety of following this 
example. There is a two-fold object in it. 
Besides the usual benefit of an exhibition the 
rehearsals for the concert fit the scholars to 
sing in school. Certainly this latter is no small 
benefit when we consider how much the pros- 
perity of a school depends upon its singing, 
beyoad all this- what 19 more interesting and 



profitable than to witness singing by children ! 
Few persons attend an entertainment like this 
without receiving some religious impression, 
more serious and lasting than could be made 
by mere speech. Let singing be encouraged 
then in all our schools and churches. Child- 
ren will soon become interested in this exer- 
cise if some ef1R>rt is made to make it profita- 
ble to them ; for, as aU know who have ever 
taught children the art, they are very fond of 
music. Engage some competent teacher to 
meet with tliem Sabbath mominff, or at some 
convenient time for rehearsal. We learn that 
the school in Nashua has met, and yet con- 
tinues to meet every Sabbath morning, with 
one or two exceptions, for the last three 
months, for this purpose. They will never 
regret the labor. Likewise, let every Sabbath 
School do, that can, and concerts among us 
will be as easy of execution as speaking exhi- 
bitions. 

J. M. U. 



The Omnipotence of Iiove* 

It is love to the object which will conquer 
all difficulties ; and let me give you ond illus- 
tration of this. In the ''Lights and Shadows 
of Scottish Life" there is a story to this effect : 
One day, one of the gigantic eagles of Scot- 
land carried away an infimt which was sleep- 
ing by the fire-side in its mother's cottage. 
The whole village ran afler it ; but the eagle 
soon perched itself upon the lofliest erie, and 
every one despaired of the child being recov- 
ered. A sailor tried to climb the ascent; but 
his strong limbs trembled, and he was at last 
obliffed to give up the attempt. A strong 
Highlander accustomed to climb the hills, 
tried next, and even bit limbs gave way, and 
he was, in fact, precipitated to the bottom. 
But, at last a poor peasant woman came for- 
ward. She put her feet first on one shelf of 
the rock, then on a second, and then on a 
third ; and in this manner, amid the trembling 
hearts of all who were looking on, she rose to 
the very top of the cliff; and at last, while the 
breasts of those below were heaving, she came 
down, step by step, until amid the shouts of 
the villagers, she stood at the bottom of the 
rock, with the child in her bosom. Why did 
that woman succeed, when the strong sailor 
and the practiced Highlander had failed? 
Why ? there was a tie between that woman 
and the babe — that woman was the mother of 
the babe. — Rev. Dr. Cumming. 



Never condemn your neighbor unheard, how- 
ever many the accusations which may be pre- 
ferred against him ; every story has two ways 
of being told. 
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From tho Bolter CevAiitiit. 
« Almost Home." 

*Twa« on a dark and gloomy day. 
The sleet fell fast and rough the way ; 
Oar carriage jostling o'er the stones, 
Gave aaght but ease to flesb and bones ; 
Or worse for beast or neat attire 
Went ploughing, splashing through the mire ; 
Still go we most through wind and weather ' 
Fo^ many a weary mih together. 

A little rosy, chattering boy — 

That oft had been. our lovely toy, 

By giving all oar woes a zest,-^ 

In changing troubles into jest, 

At length grew weary of the play. 

So endless seemed the lengthened way : 

Still long, though sport and glee were o'er. 

With patience he his trial bore ; 

Bit stout the heart that never quails. 

And firm the mind that never ikils : 

I^ iptte of efibrts, noble, high, 

A tear came twinkling in his eye. * 

On, on we plod our weary course 

From bad to Yrone, from worse to worst ; 

Now lost in mire, now sunk in snow. 

Our jaded beast moved yet more slow. 

The little lad with bursting heart. 

No longer acts a hero's part. 

The tears are streaming from his eyes. 

His voice is choked with sobs and sighs. 

The/obe we closer round him fold, 
To shield him from the increas^g cold. 
We. raise his hopes, we sooth his fear — 
Our words but for a moment cheer. 

; At length poor Jack with sudden bound. 
Wheels us a nearing comer round ; 
The weeping child forgoes his- cries, 

' As smiles gush forth from tearful eyes, 
^d pointing to our little dome. 
Shouts, " Father we are almost home J' 

, Those words, what meaning in the sound ! 
How beats the heart when home is found I 
llxen wandering pilgrim, sorrow's child. 
Meandering o'er thb desert wild. 
With pallid cheek, and soul forlorn. 
Contending feebly with the storm ^ 
Now sinMng 'neath thy weary load 
And doubting e'en the love of God ; 
Cheer up, thy struggles shall be past, * > 
Tb« Iqngest journey endi at last ! 



Thou who hast travel 'd many a sun, 
Thou aged, hoary headed one ! 
Hast seen thy friends obey the call 
Like withered leaves in ruthless Fall ! 
Hast seen them sinking one by one 
Till all the fondly loved are gone ; 
Oh, let those tears forget to flow- 
Release those doubts, thy grief forego. 
Look up, and banish etery fear,^ 
Behold ! thy home is very near ! 

Thou who with dire disease art lain. 

Upon the thorny couch of pain. 

Whose moments lengthen hito years. 

By racking pangs and boding tears ; 

Whose spirit asks not to be blest 

With Heaven, but begs a quiet rest. 

Be patient still ! — Perchance that pain. 

That now darts through thy suffering frame^ 

Is the last herald, kindly come 

To waft thy waiting spirit ••Home." 

ElfELINE. 



^loqnent £xtraet« 



'* Generation after ^eneratioD^" says an elo- 
quent wri^r, "haveteit as we feel, and their 
foUows were as active in life aa we now ai^# 
They passed away like vapor^ while nature 
wore the same aspect of beauty as whep her 
Creator icommanded her to be. The heavens 
shfdl be as bright ov^r omv graves as they are 
now around our paths. The world will have 
th^ same attraction for our oSspring.yet un* 
bom that sbe bad once for ourselves, and that 
she has now for childreu. .Yet a little whUe^ 
and all this will have happened. The throb- 
bing heart will be stifled^ and we shall be at 
rest. Oiir funeral will wind on its way, and 
the prayers will be said, and our friends will 
all return, and we shi^l be leil belaud to dark- 
ness and the worm. And it may be for some 
short time that we shall be spoken of, but the 
things of life will creep in, aud our names 
will soon be forgotten* Days will continue to 
move on, and laughter ^ud song will be heard 
in the place in which we died; and the eye 
that mourned for us will be dried, and glisten 
again with jo^$ and even our children wjU 
cease to think of us, and will not remember 
to lisp our names," 



Napoleon said, that '^ a handsome woman 
pleases the eye, but a gopd womlu» pleases the 
^eart.. The one ie a jewel and the Other m 
'treasure. " 
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^^Doa'tda WTons because others do." 

This was a word of admonition we heard 
given hy a parent to the child. It is just such 
ft word as good parents often give, and which 
their childjreii surely need. We are all liable 
to be led into the wrong by the force of exam- 
ple, especially when the multitude set us this 
example. The young, particularly, do as 
" every body else'* seems to be doing ; and so 
they often do wrong in this way. 

There is a passage of Scripture which gives 
us the right direction here. It is found in the 
8d verse of the 23d chapter of Exodus : " Thou 
fihalt not follow a multitude to do evil." Al- 
though spoken to the Jews, it is for us. The 
admonition is just as good now as it was thou- 
sands of years ago. It takes very strong 
ground, surely — groupd which too few are in- 
duced to occupy and maintain ; yet ground 
which* will be consecrated forever in the tri- 
umph of right over wrong, good over evil. We 
ought to heed it. The young should heed it. 
They should remember that it is always unsafe 
to do wrong. 

What if the multitude are with us in the 
wrong ! it is unsafe. If we should be in an edi- 
fice among thousands, and that edifice were on 
fire, should we be any safer than though we 
were alone! Surely not. That multitudes 
slumber in imagined security around the base 
of a volcano, is no surety that its hot mouth 
will not pour forth destruction and death upon 
them. That multitudes sleep when the fires of 
^n are ready to consume them, is a fact at 
which we may take warning. Men t^e alarm 
at bodily danger. Here is greater cause for 
apprehension, for here are staked the reputa- 
tion and happiness of the soul. *^ He that do- 
€th wrong shall receive for the wrong he hath 
done, and there is no respect of persons." 
Let us seek to know and to do that which is 
good. Then — whether with the many or th0 
few, God's blessing will attend us. 



Peace of mind, and honest reputation, are 
better sources of enjoyment than mere wealth i 
and yet how many yield them up for the idoj 
gold. 



Works of Fiction. * 

We are lovers of good moral fiction. We 
are ready to encourage the reading of it at pro- 
per times and in the right portions. We like it 
in our home and Sabbath School libraries ; and 
shall encourage the writing and reading of such 
works of it as we are satified are of the right 
tendency. Such writers as Mrs, Barbauld, and 
Hofiand, and Howitt, and Miss Sedgwick we 
have no hesitation in commending to the atten- 
tion of our young friends. Other authors of 
lesser note, but of a like character, we most 
cordially recommend. 

But agdnst this indiscriminate outpouring of 
periodical literature with which our community 
is fiooded at the present time, we do enter oux 
hearty ptotestations. We have written on it iu 
this paper, as our readers well know ; we have 
preached on it, one 'discourse twice within a 
very short time, as our hearers know ; (a thing 
which we do not often do at home ;) we have 
freely and frequently in other ways borne our 
testimony against it ; and we are glad to find 
that there are others among our denominational 
editors, speaking as we could wish them 1o 
speak on this same subject. We thank Br. 
Whittemore for this faithful and true word he 
has spoken in his '* Trumpet ;" and here give 
it place in our colunms. Read — ^read — ^and re- 
member — ^for it is truth, every word of it. 

*' k is very much to be lamented, that our 
periodical literature has fallen so low in this 
country. Science is an old and stale afiair. 
^orals, history, in fact every thin^ which is 
real seems to have lost its power to interest the 
community, and hence the world is gaping after 
fiction, fiction. Hence, by far the greater part 
of the periodicals of our country are given up 
to this species of writing . Novels from France, 
Gertnany, Sweden, England, Scotland, Ireland 
and almost eve j?y where else are brought' over, 
and our publications teem with them. They 
are republished in various forms, and fairly (or 
rather, unfairly) flood the country. In addition 
to fictions importeii are to be remembered those 
of a domestic origin. All the love-sick boys, 
and girls, and old maids (as we should think) 
have taken up the writing of stories, almost all 
of them beginning, progressing and ending in 
love. There is need of a great reform in these 
matters. The papers wMch are given up to 
such publications, are the very bane of youth- 
ful society ; and for the amount of damage 
which they do, are to be classed with the grog 
shops. AH tjie young girls look after such pa- 
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pers. < O fiuher, Hubscribe for a paper tbafs 
rail of stories.' And what kind of ideas do the 
young get from such inflated nonsense? Are 
they prepared to encounter the stetn realities 
«f life ? Are the j prepared for their duties ? 
Do they find life to be what they have antici- 
pated ? No, the child's father is not such a fa- 
ther as he read of in the story. The young 
wife's husband is not. such a husband as she 
knagined m husband would be. Her home is 
not such a home as she expected to haye ; but 
in the place of elegant carpets and splendid 
candelararas, and rich curtains, and sweet sound- 
ing piano-fortes, she sees painted floors, and 
pine tables, and wash tubs, and all the et oet^a 
of oommon life. Now girls, do not fill up your 
minds with nonsense. You have got many 
rough scenes to pass through, which will ap- 
pear to you much more rough if you are not 
prepjared for them. There's the washing and 
ironing to be done, and the house to be kept 
clean; and your husband's and children's 
clothes to be kept in good order ; and the cook- 
ing to be overseen (at least); and these things, 
in addition to others I need not name, wiH not 
leave many idle hours. In these miseraUe fic- 
tions, life is not described as it really is, and as 
the young will and must find it as they grow 
older; and consequently they only prepare 
those who read them for subsequent disappoint- 
ment, and fault finding and family quarrelling. 
And thus it is. Let 3ie young be educated in 
such a way that they shall be prepared for real 
Hfe, 

We thiuk this subject one that dums the at- 
tention of all people of good sense. Too many 
editors are willing to publish whatever will 
make their papers go off. They do not inquire ; 
is this true* is this usefoll but will this take 
with the young? We advise fathers and mo- 
thers to keep a good lookout as to what books 
their chOdren read. There are persons in Bos- 
ton, New York and Philadelphia, who get their 
, living by writing fictitious stories ; and these 
are pubUshed in flashy looking pamphlets ; and 
persons employed to go over the country and 
vend them. They are the most of them, out- 
right impositions on the community. They vi- 
tiate the public taste ; and besides beiiig desti- 
tute of all truth, have sometimes the efl[ect to 
excite feelings that lead the young astray." 



Right— think of it. 

The Massachusetts Ploughmau says :^^* The 
pence that yea losegst into dbme poor man's pock- 
et. What could he do if you kept all your pence ? 
Take a pride in cireulatbg your pence and paying 
well the laborers whom yon employ. Give em- 
ployment and pay fairly, and our poor are well 
provided for. They will need bo poorhouse when 
they are in health." 



Shooting Birds. 

We do not suppose that knany of our Sab- 
bath School boys are in the habit of wantonly 
destroying the sweet singing birds now coming 
to gladden us in such numbers, and in such 
joyous strains, too. But as he may know of 
some other boy who does suoh evil, we would 
thank him to get that boy to read the following 
from the pen of one of our good friends of 
youth. Rev. B. B. Halleck, we believe, of New 
York city. 

** Shooting birds ! Great sport it must be to 
go out into the fields and woods in the bland 
spring,* when the birds are singing their song 
of mirth and gladness, building their nests, and 
hatching their young ; and there, with gun in 
hand, spread promiscuous carnage, and death, 
and dismay among the unoffending creatures of • 
God. As Cowper has expressed it — * I would 
npt enter on my list of friends one who need- 
lessly sets foot upon a worm ;" and we say oi 
those who can find {deasure in shooting the 
birds that frequent our gardens, and ^rraa and 
woods, in the words of Shak^peare, * He lacks 
the natural touch,' ' let him not be trusted.' It 
is said of Domitian that when quite a lad he 
used to divert himself by sticking nins through 
flies and other little creatures, pulling off their 
wings, legs, &c.: and they who can maim and 
destroy the little birds of our groves and or- 
chards, we think must have been educated in a 
similar way. Such a one, we should imag^ne^ 
would be delighted to see the dogs and bulls 
worrying and tearing each other, or be pleased 
with the still more barbarous and inhuman spec- 
tacle of a fight between two * scientific' bumes. 
* Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy ;" and when the sportsman (of the kind 
referred to) shall see the little red-breast or the 
playful lark gaspin|f at his feet for life, dabbled 
m blood, and fluttering with fear, let this lesson 
sink deep into his soul. We deny the right 
thus wantonly to sport with a life which we 
cannot give, which was bestowed for good and 
benevolent purposes, and which is dear, not to 
say wsefol to the possessor. 

That class of birds which are generally the 
victims of the sportsman, do our fields and 
meads no harm; yea, we think it could be 
shown that Uiey do considerable good hy de- 
stroying the vermin that preys on our vegeta- 
tion and fruit-trees. It is cruelty— wanton, un- 
provoked cruelty— to take their lives ; and the 
heartless urchin, or the more mature graceless 
idler, that prowls about our forests and orchards 
to shoot down the singing birds, if he will learn 
better in no other way, ought to have the bas- 
tinado or the lash. We speak now of that 
[vactiee which prevails among us» of shooting 
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birds for what is called the sport of it. Oar re- 
marks are not designed to apply to the taking 
•the life of the lamb, the bullock, or other do- 
mestic animals ; but we would remark that in 
all cases where this is done, let the life be de- 
stroyed with the least possible pain. ' A mer- 
ciful man is merciful to his beast,' and he that 
would sport with the misery of one of the brute 
creation, is not fit to be trusted with the life of 
a man." 



Address and Reply of Sabbath School 
Teachers* 

At the Annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Uidversalist Sabbath School Association, held 
at Hingham, on Wednesday, June 3d, 1846, 
the Peace Address from Sunday School Teach- 
ers in England, to Sunday School Teachers in 
America, was, on motion of Rev. J. G. Adams 
of Maiden, presented to the meeting. Aiter 
the reading of the same a committee of three 
was appointed to prepare an answer to the 
same, which answer, at a subsequent meeting 
in the evening of the same day, was adopted. I 
The following are the Address and Reply : 

Peace Address 

From Sunday School Teachers in England^ to 
Sunday School Teachers in America. 
At an aggregate meeting of Sunday School 
teachers, held at Duukinfield, on Easter Mon- 
day, comprising representatives from various 
schools in Manchester, and from Bury, Stand, 
Mosley, Mottrim, Newtoii Heath, Ashton-un- 
der-Lyne, and other places in the sarrounding 
district, it was unanimously and most cordially 
agreed, tiiat an address, strongly recommending 
the ob^rvance of the great princij^ of peace, 
and its faithM inculcation into the minds of the 
young, should be sent to the Sunday School 
teachers of the United States of North America. 



From the members of the Manchester District of 
Sunday School Teachers, to the Sunday School 
Teachers of the United States of M>rth Jime- 
rica : 

Friends and Fellow Christians : 

Permit ns with respectful and cordial affec- 
tion to address a few words to you, our esteem- 
ed fellow-laborers in the vineyard of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, on a subject of deep interest both 
to your country and to ours. 

We are friends of peace, and opposed to all 
war, but feel an especial horror against civil 
war ; against fathers and children, brothers and 
friends, engagkig in mutual destructioa. And 



a war with your country we could regard in no 
other light. Without at all ^ntering into tfie 
merits of the dispute respecting the Oregon 
territory, we would express our Christian pro- 
test agaii^t referring the settlement of the q^ieo- 
tion by a resort to arms ; for, however exeuaa* 
ble such a mode of procedure might be among 
barbarous tribes, who have never been taught 
the just, enlightened, and loving principles of 
Chris^anity, yet we cannot but regard it as ut- 
terly imworthy of all who profesa to be f(^o«^ 
ers of the Prince of Peace, 

War, at best, only evinces superiority of 
strength and skill, and of accidental advantages 
in the work of devastation and death. It es- 
taUishes no claims of reason, justice, or right. 
The religion which we and you profess to teaoh 
to the young, inculcates the principles of jus- 
tice, self-denial, forgiveness, lowliness of mmd, 
and universal brotherly love, and is therefote 
entirely opposed to war. 

We feel it to be ttuly disheartening, when 
those who have attended our Sabbatii Schools, 
and who sdiow a &ir promise of a useful and 
Christian life, are induced to enlist in the awful 
I trade of war. And the tears of disconsolate 
parents, and the penitential sorrow of those 
who have ignorantly sold themselves into sla- 
very, when they understand, too kte, the fc»r- 
fu| nature of the contract they have made, 
show to us, as the Christian teachers of the ris- 
ing generation, a most solemn responsibility 
rests upon us to warn the objects of our charge 
concerning the unchristian character of the 
whole system., We therefore respectfully and 
eamestljr call upon you, our fellow-laborers, , 
early to instil intp the youthful mind a horror 
of war and all its accompaniments ; to teach 
the young to look beneath the glittering exte- 
rior of the soldier's profession, and the dazzliu^ 
parade of military glory; and to train them to 
look upon the inhabitants of all countries as 
brothers, to reverence the claims of humanity^ 
the sacredness of life, and the great principles 
of that Gospel which teaches us that it is bet- 
ter to suffer than to inflict injury — to die than 
to kill. 



In brotherly love, we extend this olive branch 
of Christian peace to you across the Atlantic, 
feeUng an affectionate sympathy with you in 
our common work of training the young in the 
way they should go. We earnestly desire that 
we may be faithful to our duty, of hastening 
that time in which ** men shall learn war no 
more." And we pray that, as we are united 
by the ties of a common nature, a common re- 
demption, and a common responsibility to the 
one God and Father of us all, we may be united 
by a common feeling of self-denying affection, 
of devotednfess to the work of the I^rd, and of 
universal peace. 
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Cfthe Massachusetts Universalist SathatK School 
Association, 
CheiStian Frisiids: We haiw read ycmr 
ftslenMil epifide to the Sabbath Sebod Teach* 
•ts in our country, and very cheerfully take 
this opportunity of responding to it. We bid 
tbat epistle welcome. . We regard it as an evi* 
deuce that the Sibbath School Teacher, Plough 
pursuing a very humble vocation, in which l^e 
iff ortiinarily but little known, may yet send out 
a word and an influence that shall reach to the 
eada of the earth. In thi» light do we vegaonl 
the word you hxt^ here spoken^ It is a strong 
and noble word for the truth ; and coming from 
those who have taken upon themselves the hum- 
ble though responsible pretesion of ChristiaB 
Sabbath School teachersy we hail it in the spi- 
rit of Christian feUowahip and joy. 

We tdte this oppmtunity of responding to 
it, not only fbr l^e reason already named, but 
because we approve of this method of inter- 
changing ChristiaB wishes and salutations* We 
Mieve thai if prolbssing Ohrisdans would ef^ 
ener do this, the effects of such a course woald 
be highly salutary, and promotive of Christian 
mith^ and love, and peaoe. If Christians are 
" the light of the ww^d,*' they should take 
every opportunity of diflhsing this Itght abroad 
among men. They should exhort one another ; 
Ihey should *' provoke one another to good 
works ;" they should strive to •• keep the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace'* — ^that by 
such evidences of the actual moral power of 
their religioii'-^better than any others they can 
oflfer — the world may be led to know God and 
Jesus Christ whom he has sent. They should 
know no sectarian, no national bounds whenever 
they can do good in word, or in deed. Under 
whatever denominational name— under whatever 
secolsr government they may be, it should be 
their pleasure, as it is their tluty to '* do good as 
they have opportunity.*' In the spirit of these 
views we hail your fraternal communication. 

Again. We are of your opinion in regard 
to the friendly relations which we as a kindred 
people should sustain towards each other. — 
While we enter into no political consideration 
of the question at issue between our two gov- 
ernments iii reference to the settlement of wMch 



our fears have sometimes been awakened, and 
to which you refer in your coramunieatioa, we 
feel that it i& the duty of all Christians to use 
their whole influence — ^social, political, and re* 
ligious in behalf of a peaceful adjustment of all 
matters of diflference between nations. We de- 
precate all wars. They are the scourges and 
abominations of the past — and will be of the 
present to all who engage in them ; and espe- 
^ cially >ritfa nations so blessedwith the*lig^» of 
civilizatidn as England and America. 

Lasdy. We respond to yout fkalernal greet- 
ing, because that greeting is. so ki aeeerdanoe 
with the spirit of the holy Grospe^, on whioAi 
our hope for the present and the ^ture is found-" 
ed. This Gospel assures us that *' one is oux 
Father even God,esd that all we are breliaea*' 
— that he who *■*' made of one blood all miioas 
of men that dwell on all the face of the eartli" 
commands us to love these brethren asourselvest 
and to lead with ^em''' quiet and peaceaUe 
Uvea— in aU godliness and honesty. ' ' Saving aa 
hatred toward his children;^ > would havethesi? 
children imitate him in the love they bear one 
another. He would have them helpers one of 
another. Having announced to them that he 
will effect with our whole race the work of mo- 
ral redemption according to ** that power by 
which, he is able to subdue all tilings unto him- 
se^,'' he would have them live and aet. as 
though tiiey would themselves .aid in the ac* 
complishraent of this great work — being no 
longer hindrances in the way of true gospel re- 
^maitiMi, but the leaders iu^il^ towards that 
blessed cons^unmation when^ %^38ension and 
strife, and all wrong shall cease, " and the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea." That we may live 
in the power of this faith, and impart it by 
God's blessing to the children looking to us for 
instruction, is and shall be our true^nd fervent 
prayer. 

J. G. Adams, ) 

HosEA Balloit, > Committee. 

SYtvANus Cobb, ) 

ID» Parents and Teachers, will you read 
very attentively the remarks of Br. Fletcher in 
this paper in reference to the Sabbath School 
Conferoice at the Can^um street cburch % Do 
not forget. 
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Br». UevmmsOhk Tateiiotory, 

Oar readers will i3e& with regret tbat the 

MUQoe of Br.^ Dbmarkst, as pae of the editors 

of this paper, is to be withdrawn from iu»^at;the 

Qxpiratioii of the present volume. So sajs his 

Valedictory, which aj^ars under the New 

York editorial head in this number, and which 

we ariS sorry indeed to behold. During one 

pleasant y«ar has h^ been our> very agreeable 

Gostpel companion, aiding us with his wisdom 

and cheering us with his zeal. And we had 

hoped that he might continue ia this relation, to 

us so long as we i^ere connected with the 

Teacher; It seems otherwise ordered, ho^e\:^T 

The reasons given us by our brother for his 

withdrawal ftom our editorial company we stre 

compelled to deem just, and so must consent. 

however reluctantly, to his decision. Br. Der 

maorest is emphatically a toiling man. He seems 

to tako specially home that word of the Scrip- 

tures) " work while the day lasts." Aside 

from his secular business, which is somewhat 

arduous, his attentions to the religious society 

of which he is a member— to the singing djohr— r 

tq the Stkbbath School, ijts interests in particu* 

lar and in general — all make co^tant caJls upon 

him whi<?h consume his minutes and hi^ hours, 

§o that fo? our little " Teacher" he ia not able 

to do the things that he would. And so here 

we have hi^ Valedictory. 

Well — ^blessings on him far what he has done 
aide by sid^, apd soul -to soul with us; s^id 
thanks, too, Uiat he will not wholly leB,ye m ; 
\mt that his voiee will be h^ard, perhaps in 
every number, greeting and cheering us stiM. 
Though not an editor, happy shall we be to 
know that he ia still our fei^ul friend; thM 
he is still looking with undiminished interest 
into the Sabbath Slohool afiairs of our denomi-^ 
national family, ready to aid in every proetio*- 
ble manner the growth and progress of our ris- 
^iBg generation in the principles of troth ^nd 
righteousness. We give ym not ei^^y o^j 
parting hand, but rather the ha,lid of renewed 
assurance of our readiness to labor with hJna 
still in this best of all causes, believing that ac- 
cording to our devotion, the great Shepherd of 
the One Fold will guide and bless us-r-thfit we 
skuW behold ^' the pleasure pf tb© Lord pios^ 
|ieringinourh»id3.'' 



CMo6« of tkq ToAmiie. 

We have just room enough left in our edito- 
rial department to temind our raaders thai, this 
number closes another voluEoe of &e Gosj^ 
Teacher ; and to say to them that we are i^dll 
encouraged tp go onward. Thankful for what 
patronage our paper has received, we respect- 
fully and urgently ask for more, not on our own 
account merely, but for the general good. "W^ 
desire that our paper should be read by a larger 
number of parents. Sabbath Schoi^ teachers 
and children. How few comparatively in our 
own denomination have ever seen our Sabbath 
School paper ! Shall it be so much longer? Re- 
ally we hope for the better. We have already 
suggested some improvement intended in the 
next volume, by the publisher — ^better paper 
outwardly— and as good a paper to say Ae 
least, as it has been in its literary and reKgious 
character. Will net our friends do what they 
can tp encourage and sustain it ? 



(1^ We shall^ ^ve in our next nutnber an 
account of the recent Annual Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Association in 
Hingham. 



New Ai^ent for Albany, 

Br. S. Van Schack is appointed our agent 
for Albany, New York, and vicinity. And bu- 
siness transacted with him will be the same as 
though done at this office. 

J. M. USHER. 



The Teniperance Cause* 

I believe under God the cause of Temperance 
is advancing all over the land — its mighty cur- 
rents are growing deeper and wider, and carry- 
ing away one obstacle after another. Benevo- 
lence, Patriotism and Religion must slumber 
befpre it will ce^se to advance. The Washing- 
toniaa movement has taken up and removed the 
obstacles to its progress in one extren^ of so- 
ciety J and I trust in Heaven, the time is hot 
far distMit when good men and women in the 
high and refiped walks of iifp w^U cordi^y 
unite their efibrts to remove the great obstsde 
that lies in the other extreme of society. Ia 
this great and good c?iv^se, God willing, I am % 
soldiep for life.-f- Governor ffrigg^. 
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G..L. 0EMAREST, Editob. 



Taledictory* 

With the present Dumber ends my connec- 
tion with this paper as one of its editors. In 
taking leave of the duties which have for the 
past year devolved upon me, it is proper to say 
that I do so from no lack of interest in the suc- 
cess of the •* Teacher," — from no declension 
of zeal in the good cause of the Sabbath School ; 
but simply from a want of time to perform the 
labors of the office of editor. I shall ever b?dl 
the prosperity of the " Gospel Teacher" with 
gladness ; and I expect, as I may be able, to 
contribute still further to its columns. »I sin- 
cerely hope that my New York friends will con- 
tinue their subscriptions and their efforts to fur-. 
ther the circulation of the paper. 

My thanks are due to Brs. Adams and Usher 
for the uniform courtesy and kindness which I 
have experienced at their hands. May the 
Lord bless them iu their undertakings for the 
benefit of their fellow-men ! 

To the brethren who have aided me by their 
contributions to this Department, I render my 
cordial thanks ; and I trust we shall yet be co- 
workers in this field of labor. 

To the reader I have only to say that I regret 
that my duties have not been better performed. 
I rely, however, cm his forbearance, and indulge 
the hope that the spirit by which I have striven 
to be guided may meet his approbation. May 
the smile of the God of love rest upon him, and 
incline him to a still higher interest in the cause 
of Truth and Righteousness ! 



The Drankard's Will. 

I leave to society a ruined character, a wretch- 
ed example, and a memory that will soon perish. 

I leave to my parents during the rest of their 
Hves, as much 8(»rrow as humanity, in a feeble 
and desperate state, can sustain. 

I l«ave to my brother and sister as much 
mortification and injury as I could well bring on 
them. 

I leave to my wife a broken heart, a life of 
wretchedness, a shame to weep over, and a 
premature death. 

I give and bequeath to each of our children 
poverty, ignorance, a low character^ and re- 
membrance that their father was a drunkard. 



. A Talk about Birds. 
No. 1. 

Children, I remember in a coctounieatbR I 
sent yoQ some time ago, I promised to have 
auoth^ talk with you, as soon as I could Md 
opportunity. Well, I have come now to fulfill 
my promise, and to sit down and talk with you 
a little while about the birds. I think we can 
find something to say about them that ^1 be 
both pleasant and instructive, something ta show 
us of the great wisdom and love of GoiD the 
Creator and Benefactor of all. 

Let us begin with the structure of bifds. We 
shall find displayed here a wisdom and benevo- 
lence, which I am sure cannot fail to exciW 
your admiration. The form of their bodies, and 
the beautiful adaptation of the several parts, one 
to another, carry along with them the convic- 
tion that they have been made by the hand of 
Intelligence, and an Intelligence as good as it 
is wise. 

In thefirst place, birds are designed for flying. 
Their element is the air, and it was necessary 
to fit them to live and move in this medium. To 
have made them with four feet, and without 
wings, would not have answered the purpose. 
They were, therefore, provided with wings, 
and the body is so constructed as to be happily 
balanced upon two legs, thus getting rid of the 
incumbrance of the additional pair which is 
given to those animals not made for flight. But 
it was not only necessary to fumiah them with 
wings; the whole frame work was to be of 
such a character as to correspond with the use 
of the wings. In other words, the body was to 
be made as light as possible by throwing aside 
all matter not absolutely necessary; because 
great weight would have counteracted the use 
of wings proportionate to the external dimen- 
sions of the body. 

Had the body, therefore, been very heavy, 
it would have required much larger wings ^ in 
proportion to the surface, which would have 
broken in upon the symmetry and beauty of the 
whole, b^ide requiring greater physical force 
to wield them. The body is consequently made 
as light as possible. The cavity in the bones is 
much greater than that of quadrupeds, thus dis- 
posing of matter and acquiring lightness. The 
quJUs are all hollow cylinders, constructed tvitk 
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a view to avoid weight. The head is small, and 
the legs are thin, and with no covering. To 
keep the hitd warm, and at the same time avoid 
a cumhenome garment, was desirable; and 
this is effected by a light down a^ead over the 
body, and this surmounted with feathers, whose 
lightn^s has become proverbial — •* light as a 
feather." Thus the bird is fturnished with a 
frame-work and covering, combining lightness 
and beauty ; and in this manner is fitted to be- 
come an inhabitant of the air. 

Do not you see wisdom here, my young 
friends? Do you not see proofs of the Creator's 
skill and benevolence in this happy arrange- 
ment? Surely the Lord hath made all things 
well, and His superintending mercy is manifest 
in all the works of His hands. 

In passing here, we may notice the construc- 
tion ^f the eye in birds, which places before us 
another wise and benevolent contrivance . It was 
necessary that they should be able to see things 
very near. The space between the eye and the 
beak is very small, and there is therefore an ap- 
paratus for -bringing the eye into a shape cor- 
respon<fing with this want. And as it was also 
necessary that they should see at a grtat dis- 
tance, especially birds of prey, there is an addi- 
tional machinery furnished for fitting the same 
eye for viewing objects very far oflf; and the 
great distance at which these birds will descry 
the pbject of their pursuit is in some cases as- 
tonishing. 

But farther than this : birds flying in the air 
and meeting with obstacles, as branches and 
leaves of trees, require to have their eyes on 
occasion as flat as possible for protection. Ac- 
cordingly if, when pursuing an insect through 
the air, at which time the eye is naturally full, 
it should chance to fly into a tree, the bfard im- 
mediately resorts to the machinery mentioned 
to flatten the eye, and thus save it firom injury 
by contact with the sticks or leaves. Many 
•mail birds which fly and hop among the thick- 
ets, have a membrane over the eye to protect it 
from harm. Here again is seen the goodness 
and care of the Father, in defending and 
guarding the creatures of His make. Think 
of these things, my little friends, and you will 
love Him the more. 

I will now tell you something about the phy- 



sical adaptation of birds to tke character of tfie 
food on which they live, and the places where 
it is found. 'Hie sharp point and edge of the 
sparrow's bill, enables it to pick up the nnaltest « 
seeds, and it is so strong that the bird can easOy 
break the coats of the seed to get at the kernel. 
The smallest particle of food may be taken by 
the bill, and hence it frequents your doors and 
yardd to pick up the small crumbs scattered 
there. The eagle, hawk, vulture, &c., are pro- 
vided with a hooked beak, and talons or claws, 
which prepare them fbr grappling with thek 
prey, and tearing the flesh in pieces. 

Another species, as the swan, duck, goose, 
&c. , is provided with a spoonbill, y(hi6h enables 
these birds to scoop up the matter of their food 
because that food is mostly found in muddy 
places, and is of a semi-liquid character. The 
construction of this bill is such that it admits of 
grazing at the same time, if it maybe so called. 
Yon have all doubtless observed geese employed 
in cropping the grass ; which is done, as wiH 
be seen, with the sides of the bill, the head be- 
ing turned to accomodate itself to this move- 
ment. 

Again : there are birds which have a long 
tapering bill, as the snipe, heron > woodcock, 
^c. These are famished with precisely the 
instrument they wanted ; because their food ties 
in soft or moist ground. The stork and crane 
are furnished with long legs, because they ge- 
nerally find their food in marshy places and in 
pools of water, and are not provided with web 
feet to enable them to swim. The deficiency is 
supplied by the long legs, with which they wade 
into the water, and then thrusting down their 
long bills, they easily bring up the food they 
seek. Some of these birds are also provided 
with an apparatus for draining or straining their 
food ; that is, with wliat naturalists call serrated 
or dentated bills ; the inside being formed in 
such a manner as to drain the matter containing 
their food, throwing out all that is useless, and 
reserving the nutriment. The bill is furnished 
with several rows of small teeth towards the 
edge which act as a filter. The bird plunges 
its bill into the mud and water, and bringing it 
up full by the action of the lungs, she draws 
the mixture through these teeth, suflTering the 
water and whatever is disagreeable to pass oal> 
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ivjkile it eamly.oatehes and swallavs whatever 
if- fit fo£ £i»o4. 

And now, my little readeiB, bitme ask agftin, 
doydUfQOt'Soe in aU this the most beautiful 
•dafftaiioiisof a wise.andbenevoleQt Qof>., wjio 
has wondeifuUy contdved eyery thing for the 
good ami oonYenience of His creatuies? And 
iloi you not think if He takes so much cate of 
ike birds — if He so mexci£dlly. di^>06es matters 
Ibr the foi/da of the air, will ma<^ more proyide 
fi>r you, and your parents, and all mankind ; 
vho are of more value in His sight than all 
these multitudes^ of birds f 

Ought iMt our conidence in Him to ba en- 
larged in the contemplation of this picture? 
A,nd should we not fee^ that we are safe m the 
hands of the same protecting Power^ and that 
ajl our wants wiU be j»x>vided for by the same 
l^enevolent Parent that presides over th^ fea- 
tigered creation/ And should we not all love 
Hm m,ore and mo^re as we l|&arn of His goo^- 
iiepsi I think so. And I hope what I have 
wHtten here will haye this eSdct on you. 

T. B. T, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 



]f«W Yorif ««»^tfr ScliQol 4i|«^ci9tioii« 

Pursuant to previous adjournment, this body 
held its Annual session, Tuesday, May 26th, 
at the village of Newark, Wayne Go. There 
was in attendance but about the usual number 
of delegates, though it had been hoped that a 
larger than ordii^ary council \^OQld have coii- 
vened. 

The Association wb^ called to order by T. J, 
Sawyer j its President ; and in the absence of 
^ Secretary, the writer, as Corresponding Se- 
cretary, acted au3 Qerk. Br. John Moore im- 
{toed the Di?ine blessing in behalf of the meeV 
ing. Statistical reports were received from se- 
veral schools, and read, with observations re- 
garding their prosperity, their wants, and diffi- 
onhies ; whieh were ordered to be published 
with the minutes, and will duly appear. 

The following brethren were unanimously 
d^osen the officers of the As^odiation for the 
CQsning year : 

President — T. J. Sawyer. 
Vice PresidenU-S. B. Smith, T. L. Harris, 
It, M- H^wes, John Moore, J. T* Goodrich. 



Secretary — H. L. Hayward. 

Corresponding Secretary — G. L. Demarest,' 

Treasurer — F. Ransom. 

Directors'-^. A. Skinner, €k S. Cterk, G. 
Gihroy, G. W, Montgc^nery, D. H. Strickland. 

Br. G. W, Montgomery was appointed to 
deliver the Occasional Address, and J. M. Aus- 
tin was designated as his Alternate. 

Brs. G. L. Demarest, J. Moore, and O. A. 
Skinner were constituted a committee to make 
arrangements for the general Sunday SchoCl 
meeting to be held at Troy, in September next. , 

A committee on Business, duly aj^ointed, 
and consisting of Brs. J. J. Austui, J. H. 
Campbell, and F. Ransom, reported the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were made the basis <^ 
remarks by several brethren, and finally adopted 
unanimously : 

1. Resolved^ That the Sabbath School cause 
lies very neaz the heart of the Chriatian reli^ 
ffion, a.nd may be made to give forth life, and 
health, and strength, to every fibre of its o'ut- 
wai;d body. 

2. Resolved, tliat th^ ministers of our con- 
nection in this State be advised to bring the 
subject of Sabbath Schools before their re^eo- 
tive congregations, with the view of enlie^g 
their wb,olj9 energies in the cause. 

3. Resolved^ That p?irents be eapecially in- 
vited tq engage in ^e Sabl^atli School cause, 
as the most' eflicient inode of building up in 
children a cheerful piety, an inward spiritual 
li|e. 

4. Resohedy That ohtidreii be addressed as 
rational, religious, and accountable beings, and 
that they bc persuaded r£|ther than coerce^ to 
become members of Sabbath Schools. 

5. Resolved, That our people be recommend- 
ed to dHigence in the circulation of printed mat- 
ter bearing upon Sabbath Schools among the 
parents ^d children of the indifferent, of our 
ow^ and other denominations. 

I^ lyas referred to a committee consisting of 
Brs. S. B. Smith, U. Clar^, J. M. Austin, J. 
Moore, an^ G. L. Demarest, to tj^ke into con- 
sideration the expediency of reorganizing the 
As^qciation, and to re|M>rt at the next session 
such plan as may jseepa most fitted to accom- 
plish the purposes of the organization. 

Th^ next meeting is to be h^d at Scipio, 
Ciyrwga Co., ^fay 26th, 1847. 

On Tuesday eyening, Br. H. L. Ifaywood 
delivered the Occasional Address. The ser- 
vices of the eveniiig were interspersed and en- 
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Urened by the sihging of hymns by the children 
of the Newark Sunday School, and several an- 
thems by the choir of the cHurch. It ought to 
be noticed that the singing by the children was 
remarkably fine, especially in regard to the 
rhythm ; and the execution of the several pieces 
by the choir can be excelled by very few volun- 
teer associations. 

On the whole, some good is anticipated from 
our meeting together : may we earnestly pray 
that the good cause shall prosper more abun- 
dantly in the future ! 



PdU it up by the RooU. 

A father wtus pai^ionately commatiding his 
son to pull up a dead bush bythe roots. He 
stood over him^th a rod. The little fellow 
tugge4 away at it in no very pleasing mood, 
eyeing his father as if he expected a blow. ' I 
can't,' said the boy. * You shall,' replied the 
father. We ($ame up just at that moment, and 
seeing the o)d man was about to strike, askpd 
him ' who owned the corner lot?' * I do I' * Is 
it for sale?' * Yes, if I can cet enough for it,' 
and we went into a long pa3avei — for he Was 
keen enough about a trsule — as .to the increase 
of the city, &c. We found him a well mean- 
ing, intelligent man, and wh^n his passion 
cooled, ventured to saiy to him, * Thai's a fine 
son of yours, (ahd his &,ther'js prMe kindled 
quickly,) and if you bad tried kind means, I 
tliink you would have succeeded — suppose we 
try.' * Well, iny son,' said we to the boy, 
* we thought you were stronger thau you are ;. 
why we know smaller lads who could pull up 
that brush.' * I can do it,' said the little fel- 
low, afid he wto as good as his -word, for up 
came the bush iat his first eflTort. And why was 
not this done at first? The father's voice and 
manner wanted kindness ; he took it for grant- 
ed his son wanted to foil him, and he spoke an- 
grily. The boy, finding himself treated in that 
way, resisted. How much do parents lose of 
authority and respect by this want of kindness. 
If they could pull up these bad passions or 
habits bythe roots, their children would pull up 
dead bushes by the roots easy enough, when 
bid, and as a general rule be as docile, as they 
are obedient, when directed to do anything. 
Kindness is better than the rod; a soft word mser 
than harshness. 



It was a remark of Anachrasis, that the 
tongue was at the same time the best part of a 
man and the worst — that with good government 
none is more useful, and without it none is more 
mischievous. 



JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 



* All thy children shall be taUffht of the Lord.; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children.'* 



The Golden Rnle. 

Julius and Henry were brothers. Julius was 
six, and Henry four years old. One day, no^ 
long after dinner, an old gentleman came in, 
whom the little boys were always glad to see; 
They ran to him directly, and climbed one on 
each knee. '* Ah, ha! my fine feDows," hd 
called out, ** glad to see you. So you are for 
taking your old place, are you ? but I can't stop 
a minute, just Come to see your papa on bua- 
ness ; but stay, let me see what I can find in 
my pockets." 

So sajdng, tiie old gentleman ' drew out a 
handful of* raisins from his pocket, and putting 
them on a newspaper which lay on the table, 
told the little boys to eat theiaa. Directly after, 
he ^ent away. 

'* Stop, Henry," said Julius, after they had 
eaten two or three ; "let us play with them." . 

" Well, what shaD we play ?" 

*' Why, you shall be the little bird, and I 
will be the old oDe; and I shall come to the 
nest and feed you." 

** O well, but Where's the n«t ?" 

" Here it is," replied Julius ; and he turned 
a chsdr over on its side, and pointed' to the space, 
between the rounds. " There, that is the nest; 
come atad get ittto it." 

So he helped Henry to scramble into the 
tiest, which was altogedier too small for «o 
li^eabird. 

" Now," said Julius, *' you must keep your 
mouth open as if you were Waiting for sfome- 
thing to eat, and you must make a little peep- 
ing noise, jniit as the birds do." 

Henry began to do as he was bid, and in the 
mean time Julius ran all around the room, pre- 
tending to be looking for something very earn- 
estly, and saying, ** Where can I find some- 
thing for my little bird to eat ? O dear, I must 
have something for my young one to eat." 

At last, he pretended to see the raisins for 
the first time, and running up to them, took one 
and put it into Henry's mouth. Henry laughed 
very much at seeing him, and thought it was a 
fine play. But after he had fed Henry two or 
three times, Julius be^an to see that he was not 
getting any of the raisins himself; so he said 
to his brother, ** Come, Henry, you get out now 
and be the old bird, and let me be the young 
one." 

*^ Well," said Henry, in a tone of great sa- 
tisfaction. He wanted to go round and pretend 
to be looking for something as he had seen Ju- 
lius do. So the littie boys made the exchange, 
and Henry Uked it so well that he went on feed- 
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inff Julius with the raisinatill they were neuiy 
ftligone. 

** But, Julius" said his sister Margaret, who 
was a few years older, " that is aot fair ; yoo 
make Henry feed you all the lime, and he has 
no raisins. You ought to let, hnn be the young 
one aeain." 

" No,'' said Julius, " I want to be ; he doa't 
care." 

•* How selfish you are, Julius ! I am ashamed 
of you," replied his sister. 

" Is that the best way to fcpeak to him, my 
dear child?" asked her mother, softly. 

Margaret looked up and smiled, in reply to 
her mother's kind smile, but she sighed at the 
same time, and said to herself, ** I wonder if I 
ever shall learn not u> speak so impatiently 1 

Julius continued in the nest for a few mi- 
nutes longer, but did not feel very comfortaMe ; 
80 presently he said, " Well, come, Henry; 
you may be the young one again." 

After all the raisins had been eaten up, their 

mother called Julius to her, and took him on 

Iter lap. ** Have you had a good time playing 

• with your raisins?" asked she. 

^ " Yes, mother." 

** Do you think you feel quite as happy as 
you would have done if you had given Henry 
as many as you eat yourself?" , 

Julius hung down his head, but made no an 
swer. 

" What does the BiWe say we must do to 
otiiers?" 

" It says we must, do wiiat we want them to 
do to us." ' , 

" Well, have you done so this afternoon? — 
Would you like to have Henry do as you have 
done to him?" 

** No, ma'am." 

** You see you did not remember what the 
Bible says, at the right time ; will you try to 
think of it and obey it next time?" 

" Yes, mother, I will ;" and the next morn- 
ing he gave Henry the largest of two pieces of 
orange which his mother had given him for his 
brother and himself." 



Silent, but £loqnent« 

In the dreadful earthquake which destroyed 
Ae city of Caraccas in 1812, with 40,000 in- 
habitants, the clock of the cathedral was stop- 
ped, it was supposed, by the first shock. The 
tower in which the dials are placed, one front- 
ing each quarter of the heavens, remained 
standing ; although the clock has been repaired 
and set going, one of these dials and its hands 
have never hsen disturbed : they stDl point to 
the hour and minute which heralded so many 
thousand souls, without a single moment's 
warning, into eternity. 



The foUovdng pretty yerses are from Play 
Room Poetry, by S. S. A. : 

Hy LiUle Sister* 

Oh ! father, father, only think, 
- I have a little sister dome-^ 
A pretty blue-eyed, tiny thing— 
To live with me and share my home. 

Her face is soft, and plomp, and fair. 

Her skin it is as white as milk ; 
And then her thin and curlmg hair 

la fine and smooth as any silk. 

Her little fingers are clasped tight, 
And she has hardly learned to eat ; 

But as she lies on nurse's lap. 
She does look very, very sweet. 

How I do long to have her grow, 
And talk, and smile, and run, and play ! 

I shall take care of her, you know. 
And teach her something everV day. 

I've often felt a little sad. 

To think that I was all alone ; 
And I shall be so very glad 

To have a sister <^ my own ! 

And she will learn to call my name. 
And she will always go with me, 

I do not think that any thing 
Can like a dear, sweet sister be. 



Prolane I«aiigiiage* 

Avoid those who are profane and obscene in 
their language. By long association with such 
youth, you will by degrees habituate yourself 
to their language, and thus be shunned by the 
virtuous and the good. When you hear the 
name of CM irreverently spoken by a compan* 
ion, set him down as an unsafe friend ; and un- 
less he break away from this habit, in future 
have but little to do with him. 



Taking |t Easy* 

'*When a stranger treats m6 with disre- 
spect," said a poor philosopher, "I comfort 
myself with the reflection that it is not myself 
that he slights, but my old coat and shabby hat, 
which to say the truth, have no particukur 
claims to admiration « So if my hat and coat 
choose to fret about it, let them, but it is no- 
thing to me." 

This philosopher, with all his poverty, was 
rich in wisdom. 
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ORIGINAL. 

Aiitia-««OT be Jnst before yoa are Gene- 
roiu, 

Br ICISS JULIA A. FLETCHBR. 

*' Bo you see that little girl in the picture, 
children ? she is standings by her mother's closet, 
with the door open, and she has a jay of pre- 
serves in her hands, which she has taken from 
the shelf. Perhaps you will think her mother 
sent her for the jar, or some may think she 
went there to steal the preserves, because she 
loves to eat nice sweetmeats more than she 
loves truth and honesty. Oh, no, none of you 
have guessed right. Anna is a very truthful 
little girl ; she would not deceive her mother 
in any way for all tk© preserves in tho house, 
and her mothBT has gone away, so she does not 
take the jaa: from its place to carry it to her." 

** Why ! what can it be, then ? Do tell us 
quick what she has gono to the closet for," says 
a little black eyed boy, who looks as if he was 
very anxious to know: 

" Well, Willie, I will tell you. Anna is a 
very good little girl, about ten years old. She 
has clear, honest looking blue eyes, and very 
prettily curling hair ; but her friends love her 
more for her gentleness and kindness than for 
her beauty. Her mother- often leaves her to 
take care of her little sisters while she is ab- 
sent, for she knows that Anna is very kind to 
them, and careful to keep them from harm. So, 
to-day, her mother is away, at the house of a 
sick frien.d, ^nd Anna is at home. A little 
while after Anna's mother went away, an old 
beggar woman stopped at the gate and asked 
Emma (Anna's little sister) to let her come in 
and rest for a few moments, as she was very 
weary. * Oh, yes,' said Emma, you may come 
in and sit down in my rocking chair if you want 
to.' Now although the dear chad's rocking 



chair was too small for the poor woman a seat, 
yet her kind words and smiling face made the 
tired one feel more rested than if she had sat 
an hour among rude or cross people. They 
made her think of the time when she was a 
little child, playing about among the flowers, or 
learning her pleasant lesson ; and she ahnost 
forgot that she was a poor old woman, weary 
with her long walk, and suffering for want of 
food. 

'* Emma ran in, followed more slowly by 
the poor woman, and told Anna about the odd 
looking woman who wanted to come in and sit 
down. * Why sister,' said the talkative child, 
< she looks so pale and tired, I do believe she is 
sick. I wonder if she has not got any house to 
ffo into, or any chairs and sofas to sit on, as we 
have.' '* 

Anna hushed her sister's pratling, lest it 
miffht cause the woman to feel more sorrowful, 
and then proceeded to offer all the comfort in 
her power to the poor stranger She placed an 
* old arm chair' by the kitchen fire that she 
might dry her clothes, which had been wet by 
a recent shower. Then she brought her a bowl 
of nice milk, and some new bread, which the 
woman ate as if she was very hungry. 

The woman told Anna that she had come a 
long way, from a town several miles off, trying 
to get some work, that she might keejp herself 
and her four children from suffering with hun- 
ger. She had inquired at almost every dopr, 
but could find no one willing to help her. Some 
were too busy to hear her story, and some who 
did listen would not believe it. She had not 
tasted food till now all the long day, and now 
she must go back to her hungry little ones 
without any comfort for them. 

Anna was very much affected when she 
heard this, and wished her mother had been at 
home, for she thought she would have given 
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aome money to the poor womaB;- S he ^ wp w yt^oj 
her bureau, and selected from dihongtiie'fteititly; 
folded clothes there, a \ihole suit iSr the boor 
woman's little girl, for she said ©helHid la lltiliei 
girl and three boys. Then she^took ofle^ofher 
prettiest muslin frocks and tdd^ it to the 
bundle. 

She thought, as the children w^re hnng^gf^^^ 
it would be no use to send them clothes withl>tff 
adso sending food ; so she took a large platter 
full of nice cake from the closet, ^nd you can 
see her now in the picture just taking down a 
jar of pitfserves. She wants it, to send to the 
poor suffering children. Now I wish all the 
children who read this, or hear it read by their 
teachers, to think whether Anna is doiifg right. 
The next time I write to them, I will t& them 
what T think about it. Perhaps if they read 
the motto above this story, and think what it 
means to ** be just before you are generous," 
it will he^ them to decide. 



To a Child in Prayer* 

Fold thy little hands in prayer. 
Bow down at thy Mother's knee, 
How thy mnmy face is fair, 
Shhiing through thy golden hair, 
Thine eyes are passion free ; 
And ple^nt thoughts like garlands bind thee 
Unto thy house, yet grief may find thee — 
Then pray, child, pray. 
Now thy young heart like a bird 
Singeth in its snmmer neat. 
No evil tiioaght, no unkind word. 
No Htter angry -voice hath sirred 
The beauty of its rest ; 
Birt winter Cometh, and decay 
^asteth thy verdant home away- 
Then pray, child, pray. 

Thy spirit is a house of glee, 
\nd gladne^ harpeth at the door. 
While ever with a merry shout, 
Hope,, that May qneen, daneeth out. 
Her lips with music running o'er ; 
But time those strings of joy will sever. 
And hope will not dance on for ever, — 
Then pray, child, pray. 

Now thy mother's hymn abideth. 

Round thy pillow in 'the night. 

And gentle feet creep to thy bed» 

And o'er thy quiet face is she4 

The taper's- darkened light. 
But that sweet hymn shall pass away. 
By thee no more those feet shall stay—* 
Then pray, child, pray. 



rN4>aee to Sabbath Schools. 

"Wioftk BabhA Schools who are about to 
litli^iihflfiie BidditiOHs to tjiieir libraries, can be sup- 
pliedlby eenifiiig^their orders to the publisher of 
the Gro^l Teacftier, 25^ Cornhill, Boston. A 
cataiogije of the books now in the library should 
bfeTfent^^dthe amount to be expended specified. 
Any books not wanted may be returned. The 
subscriber's acquaintance with Sabbath Schools 
and their wants, enables him to attend to this 
branch with satisfaction to the schools. 

All the instruction books used in our denomi- 
nation may be found at the office of the Gospel 
Teacher. Also, 

I. Just published, the Sunday School An- 
nual for 1840. This work is interesting to all^ 
but ' •e p e eio Hy-to the young, for whom it wa» 
prepared. Price 62 1-2 cents. 

II. Qift from Julia. This is a new work, by 
one of our most succeasful writers for children. 
Price 31 cents. 

III. Little Hymits and Pictures for Xittle 
Readers. This is s^maaXi bo<^ of 32 pagei, 
and illustrated by abbut twenty engwmngs. 

IV. The Sunday School Teacher's Class 
Book. This book was prepared ^nd published 
agreeably to a Y^e of th^ Sabbath School An- 
somtion, and under the supervision of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Association. It is just 
the work which is wanted in our Sunday 
Scho«Ja^ ^ is «tt»]^iii its arrangement ; mod 
will -beita great help to Sup^^iMtondenfts an4 
iTeaeiwrs. Will our friends try it? 

^*V. Sets of Sabbath School Card*. These 
cards are designed for small children in our 
Sunday School. They will be found much 
more conyenient and useful than question books. 
VI. A series of Sunday School Tracts. One 
to Parents, one to Teachers, and two to Chil- 
dren. These txacts^eannot fail to do great good 
to the Sunday Sdiool cause, if liberally circu- 
lated. In order that they may be circulated 
freely, they are put at the low price o£ one 
thousand pages for one dollar. 

The subscribers will also keep the Univer- 
salist publiea^ons constantly on hand and for 
sede, at the lowest cash prices. His particular 
attention will generally be tuined to the ^nn- 
day School interests. Will liot the friends fa- 
vor him with u portion of their patronage. 
X M. USHER, 
29 ComhilV Boston* 
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